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The 824 Infentry Divialon, & unit which spént more comsecutive days.under
fire than any other Amsrican Division in World Wer I and which suffered 2 total
of 1,035 men killed and 6,387 other casualties, became more than a file can?d in
the War Department on 25 Merch 1942 when it was reactivated.at Camp Claihorne,
Louisiana, .With the T7th and 90th Divisions, the 824 becamd ohe of the first
three "reserve" divisions %o be reactivated for service in World 'Jar i1,

Ta Viorld War I the 824 Division hed participated in the Lorrains, St. Mihiel-
and Meise-Argonne offensives, Its officer vanks had included Major Jonathan M.
Wainwright, in World War IT a full general and the here of BATAAN; end Lisutenant
Ovlonel John 0, He Iee, in World War II a Lisutonant Gensral and ccmmender of the
Communications Zone in the Eurepean .Thester, Ibs enlisted ranks included Sgte .
Alvin O. York, winner of tke Congressional Msdal of Honor and blassed by General
Fershing as the outstanding American soldier of World Viar I,

Reactivated as a triangular division, the 821 on 25 ¥arch included the Divie
gion Headquarters, Division Healquarters Compeny, 325th, 326th and 327th Infen try
Regiments; Headquarters and Fradguarters Battery, 824 Division Artillery; the
319%hk, 320th -321lst and 207th Fisld Artillery Bastalions; and the 307th Engineer
Battalicn, 307th Medical Batealion, L07%h Quartermaster Battalion, 824 Reconnais-
sance Troop, 824 Bignal Coipany, and 82d Military Police Heatoone .

Among officers ascigred the 824 Infantry Division upon activation were Major
General Omar N, Bradley, Commending Uenerel, who later became a full General and,
in succession, Commander of LI Corps, Fiesh Unitod States Army, and Twelfth
United States Army Group: Brigadier General Ma%thew B3, Ridgvay, who sucoeedéd
General Bradley as Division Commander én 26 June 1542 and leter Conmanded XVITI
Gorps (Airborie) snd wes promoted to Lieutenant Generel; Brigadier General Joserph
M. Swing, Division Artillery Coumander and later comander of the llth Airborme
Divisiong Colonel CGeorge Ve. Wo Pope, Chief of Staff and later Brigadier General.
and Assistant Division Commander of the 86th Infantry Divisioni Colonel. Claudius
Se Basley, Commarder of the 325th Infantry, who later became a Brigadier General
and was killed .in mction inm the Facific Theater; Colonel Stuart Cutler, Commander
of the 326th Infantry, k ter promoted %o Brigadier Geueral aud serving en the
- 8tafl of the First Allied Airborne Armys Lieutonant Colonel Ralph Eaton, 44 jutant
Gengsral, later promoted %o the rank of Brigadisr ﬁeneral af ter @ervice as Chief.
of Staff. of both the Division -and XVIII Corps (dirborne); abd Lileutenamt Colonel
Framcis A, March, 320th Field Artillery Battalion Commander and later commander
of the 826 Airbowhe Division irtillery,

‘The Divisivn, setting a now record for speed in its plan off classifying and
eseigning recruits to wnits, wnferwent training apmropriate for . the various arms
of anormal infantry divieion during the first few months after agtivation. When
General Ridgway succesded General Bradley as Division Cormandar , Colonel Maxwell
D. Taylor became Chief of S$taff, Colonel Taylor later became a general officer,
commanding first the 824 Aizborne Diviaion Artillery and later tthe. 1l0lst Airborne
Division,

During the early sumrer word Was received ‘that the 824 was to bec.ome & mobo-
rized divisicn and was to movs in the fall te Cemp Atterbury, Imdiana, This
plan however was camceliled and cn 15 Angust 1942 the 824 Infantry Divisior be-
came the 824 Alrborne Division. The B2d Infantry Division of World Wer IT fneld
its first end only parade en that dade, ' :

The changs to airborne .saw the 823 ‘spl‘it\p:mc't:_i.ga_lly in half; one half be-
coming the 824 Alrborne Divisicn and the 2ther half the "10lst airborne Division.
In the process- the 824 lush the 32744 Infaniry and two dart illery battalions in
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toto. The 325%h and 326th regiments each contributed a battalion to form a new
regiment for the 10lst and most other units contributed approximately one-half o
their strength to the 10lst, (One of the "Jost® battaiions, the 2d Battalion,
401st was attached to the Division in early 1944 ard sventually was incorporated
permanently as the 34 Battalion, 325%th). '

Following the conversion, the 824 Airborne Division's order of battle in-
cluded Uivision Headquarters, Division Headquarters Company, 325th and 3256th Gli
der Infantry Regiments (each reduced to a two-battalion basis), 504th Parachute
Infantry Regiment which had been activated only a few months esrlier at Fort
Benning, Georgia, Healdgquartery anrd Headguarters Battery, 82d Airborne Division
artillerys 319th and 320%h Glider Field Artiilery Battaliong the newly-activated
375th Rarachute Field artillery Battalion, the 307th Airborne Engineer Battalion
with two lettered glider companies and cne lebtercd parachute company, the 307th
slrborne Med ical Compeny, 407th airborve Quartermaster Company, 824 Airberne Sig-
nal Company, and 824 jivocrne Militaxy Police Flatoocn. The new Table of Crgani-
zation did not provide for a Division reconnaissance element, but personnel re-
maining with the Division from the former 824 Reconnaissance Troop were formed
into & provisicnal platoon.

The 80th sirborne Anti-Aircraft Battalion wag activated on 3 September 1942,
and the 782d Airboerne Crdnance Maintenance Company was activated on & October
1342,

Ground training of the Division proceceded at Camp Claiborne, Louisiana,until
1 Octoter 1942, when the 82d moved to Fort Bragg. North Carclina,for more advan-
ced ground training in alternation with airborne training. 4 feabure of the move
saw both the 824 and 101st Airborne Divisions send advance parties ef approxi-
mately 250 men and officers each to Fort Bragg by air, the largest movement of
American military personncl by air up to that time.

A farther change in the organization of the Division was ef fected on 12
Februdry, 1943, vhen the 326th Glider Infantry was withérawn from the Division,
and the 505th Forachute Infantry and 456Lh Farachute Field Artillery Battalion
were assigned. To complete this change to two-thirds parachute combat strength,
Company B of .the 307th sirborne Engineer Battalion was converted from a glider
into a parachute unit,

Meanwhile, Brigadier General Joseph M. Swing lsft his post as Divisicn Artil
lery Commander fo become Commanding General of the 11th Airborne Division..
Colmnel Maxwell Do Taylsr was promoted to Brigadier CGeneral and became Divisicn
Artillery Ccmmander. Brigadicr (eneral William M, Miley was rolieved ag Assis-
tant Division Commander of the 824 and became Commanding General of the 17th Air-
borne Division. Colonel Charles L., Kesrans, Jr., Chief of Staff of the 10Llst
Airborne Division, was pruwted to Brigadier General and became Assistant Divi-
sicn Compander of the 823 Airborne Division., {General Keerans later was listed
as missing in action when his plane did not return from a flight te observe the
504th Farachute Combat Team's drop into Sicily.)

All parachute maintenance persennel Were combined inte o provisicnal Para-
chute Maintenance Campany.,

Alerted for overseas movement, the 82d Airborne Division began its depariure
frem Fort Bragg, North Carolina,on 17 april 1943. The Division staged at Camp
Edwards. Massachusetts, from 21 to 27 April 1943 and departed for the New York
Fort of Emvarketion. The 824 Airborne Division sailed from Staten Island early
on the merning of 29 April 1943, thus becoming the first imerican Airborne Divi-
sion to saill overseas,

The Division lended at Casablanca on 10 May, 1943, marshalled at Camp Don B.
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Passage near that city, and began a move to the vicinity of Ouwdja; French lbroccc
and Marnia, Algiera. on 13 ¥y %45%. Here the Division bivouacked as eaombat team
with the 325th Giider Combut Team, 80th Airborne anti-Aireraft Battelion, and
320th Glider Field Artillery Battalion. stutioned at ¥arnia and the remainder of
the Division stationed near the Cud ja airport.

A Division planning roam was ¢stablished in the gendarmérie building of Oud;
(popularly known as the "Fentagon® byilding), and here plans were werked out ror
the Division's first combat mission, Operation "HUSEY" or the Invasion of Sicily
(Cod¢ nume: HORRIFIED),

In the Qudja area Division perades were given for Lieutenant General Mirk
Clark, Fifth srmy Commander; Lieutenant Generasl George Fatton, Commander of I
Armored Oorps; and Major General Omar Dradley, Ccmumander of II Infantry Corps.
The Division's first airborns review, which included a ground parade, a battalior
peraciute drop and an exhibitien glider landing, also was given for the Governor
of Spanish Moroccos

Ireceded by small advance parties, the Divigion on 24 June 1943, began move-
ment by truck, train, plane and glider from its dusty camps amid the wheat fields
of French Morocce, to the cactus-hedgsed areas of Tunisia in the vicinity of Kai-
rouan. Troops wers camped near their proposed takeoff airfields. 4as a result,
regiments and other units were scattersd, each regiment having headquarters ap-
aproximately 25 miles from Division Headquariers and some rogiments being somé
50 road miles apart, Division Headquarters and Headquarters of the 52d Trcop
Carrier Wing were establishsd in adjacent almond orchards. Ten takeoff ficlds
were to be used.

The Invasion of Sicily began ¢n the windy night of 9 July 19)3,. when Colonel.
_ James 1, Gavin, later to become assistant division commander and division comman-
- der, lad his 505th Rarachute Combat Team in its drop into Sieily.

Unit camanders and staff officers at this time wers as follows:

Command ing General
Assistant Comnanding Gensral
Division Artillery Commander
Chief of Staff

b jor General MATTEEW B. RIDGUaY
Brigadier General CHaRLES L. IEERANS, JR.
Brigadier General MALGJELL D. TAYLOR
Colonel RaLFPH ¥, EATON

G-1 Licutenant Colonel FREDERICK M, SCHELIHAMMER
G2 Lieufenant Colonel GEORGE E. LYICH

G-3 Lieutenant Coleonel RICHARD XK. BOYD

G-L Lieutenant Celonel RORERT H. WIENECKE

Ad jutant General Ligutenant Colenel RaYMOND IM. BRITTON
Chemical Officer Lieutenant Cclonel JOHN . GLIGER

Chaplain Lieutenant Ccleonel GECRGE L. RIDDLE

Finance Cfficer Lieutenant Colonel WILLIn E. JOHISOW

Headguarters Commandant

Inspoector General

Judge aAdvocate General

Crdnance Officer

Provost lErshal

GQuartermaster

Signal Officer

ourgeon

Special Service Officer

€0, 325th Glider Infaniry

GO, 504th Porachute Infantry

€0, 505th Parachute Infantry

Zxecutive Officer, Division
Artiliery

Capbain WwILLIaM C.
Lieutenant Colonel
Licubenant Colonsl
Lieutenant Colonel

SHREVE

CHARLES BARRSTT
Cad IR DL KOLS
JOSHUa FIEIL

ka jor WILLI&M P. BODEN

Licutenant Colonel
Lieutenant Colonel
Liesutehant Colonel
Mo jor FREDERICIC G.

JOHIY %, MOBRLIAN
FRANK W. MOORMAN
WOOLCOTT L. ETIEHNE
MOCOLLULL

Colonel HARAY L. I1EVIS
Colonel REUBEN H., TICLER
Colonel JAMES M. GAVIN

Colonel FRANCIS A.
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319th Glider FA Battalion. Lieutenant Colonel WILLIAM H, BERTSCH, JR.

320th Gilider Fa Pattzlion Lieutenant Colonel RUL E. WRIGHD
80th Airborne Anti-aircraft _ _
Battalion Licutenant Colonel WHITFIELD JaCK (on DS

with Div Hq as Asst G=3.
Major RAYMOID E. SINGLE-
TON {acting)

376th Parachute Fa Battalion . Lieutenant Colonel VILBUR M. GRIFFITH

456th Farachute Fi Battelion Licubenant Colonel HaRRISON HARDEN

307th Airborne Engineer '

Battalion ' Lieuterant Colonel ROBERT S. RaLMER
82d sirborne Signal Company Captain ROBERT T. FURMAN

307th Airborne lbdical Company ik jor WILLIAM H. HOUSTON
LO7th isirborne QWertermester ‘ '
Company ' Gaptain SAMUEL L. MAYS
782d Airborne (rdnance
Company Gaptain JEIF DaVIS, JR.
824 Ferschute Mzintenance '
Compeny (Frov) Captain sIBTRT C, MARIN
Division Headquarters Company Captain VILLIsM C. SEREVE
Headquarters Battery Division
) Artillery Captain TONY J. RAIBL
824 Airborne Military Police L :
Flatoon Major WILLIAM P. BO.DEN
Division Reconnaissance o : '
Flatoon (Frov) lst Lieutenant ROLAND M, HUDSON
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The plan for the Invasion of SICILY previded for landings to be made on the
sputhsestern extremity of the island, with British and Canadian forecés on the east
coast and American forees on the south coast. The american assault forces were to
consist of the 3rd, lst, and /5th Infantry Divisicns, with atiached units, which
were %o land in the LICATA, GELA, and SAMPIERE vicinities, respectively, and para-
echute troops from the 824 Airborme Division, which were to land inland from GELA.
The remainder of the 824 Airborne Division and the 2nd Armered Division, in Army
feserVe, ‘were to be brought in as guickly as possible,

The assaulting paratroopers were of the 505th Combat Team, Re¢inforced, com-
manded by Colonel James M, Gavin, and their mission was thus stated in Field Order
#6 issued by the II Corps:

" Tand during night D-1/D in arda N and E of GELA, capture and securs
high ground in that area. (@ Disrupt communications and movement of re-
serves during night. (@ Be atiached %o lst Infantrysnivision effective HAL
hours on D-Day. (@¥ Assist lst Infanilry Division in capluring and sscuring
landing field at FONTE OLIVO.Y

The elements to be employed as part of the 505th Combat Team, with their com-
manding officers, were as follows:

. ve
505th Preht, Infa @B-e-emveomm oo oo Col. James M, Gavin
3rd Bn., 504th Preht. Infe--ecmmcmmaman ————— -~Lt, Col, Charles Kouns
45Eth Prehbe Fa Bromw-—w-- femmmmmees s cmnemamenea~]t, Col. Harrison Harden
Ce. Bog BO?thﬁbna Eng!‘; BI_I---'-_-'-""-'—'—*--—-_ ——————— Cap‘bo Williem H, Johnson
Det, 824 4kn, Signal Uocemmremmmecmmooecceaa reveea2nd Lt. Edward Kacyainski
Det. 307th Abn. Medical CoOymmmemwacemman meme=e=5/Sgt. Kenneth I. Knott
Air Support Partyes--cemcemmr e i ~Capt. Jack M. Bartley
"Bil Fersomel-ees—cdanmacasnona ~ememme-—me—w=w=18% Lb, Louis P, Testa

The 505th plan, as embodied in “its first field order, directed that Regimen-
tal Headquarters, the lst Batlalion, and the 2nd Battalion, 505th, and Batteries
A and B of the 456th, should drop juet north of an important road junction about
seven miles east of GELA, attack and overcome an enemy strong point commanding the
Jaootion, and defend the junction against attack. The 3rd Battalion, 505%h, and
Buttery Uy L56th, should drop south of the same junction, and occupy the high
grovid overiooking it, The 3rd Battalien, 50b%%, should drop south of NISCEMI and
getabhliss axnd defend road blocks on the vrdéad fram NISCEMI to the south. Each of
these olements was Lo be prepared to assist the lst Diifantry Division in geizing
tke FONT OLIVO Ajrdrome, Three planes cf troops, including the Demolition Section,
wers o drop about five mlles further east and prepare the demplition of rail and
road crossings cf the ACATE River.

The mission assigned the Division less the 505th Oombat Team was outlined in
Field Ordsr #1 of Force 343 (Seventh ammy):

"(a) 823 Airborne Division (~De®s) concentrate rapidly by succedsive
air lifts in SOLY, by DAT7, in eithdr of both the DIME (45th Infantry Divi-
sion) or J0SS (3rd Infantry Division) areas, as directed.

"(b) 2nd Battalion, 509%h Parachite Infantry, remain in NORTH JFRICA,
in Forece 343 reserve, available for drop missicns as directed."
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In compliance with this order, the Division devised a Movement Table (Annex 2
to Field Order #1), under which +he 504th Conbas Team, as a sscend Lifh, was aler-
ted for movement the evening of D-Day; or, in “he event of negative insiructions at
~that time, the evening it i, or of any day thusreaiicr. D.'LVJ_S_OD Headguarters was
to constitute a third 1376, ready for novenent in zliders the evering of DA, or
thereaiter, The 325th Combat Team and the B0th Arum‘nu Imtl—allrcraft Battalion,
were to follow by planes and gliders in designated oxder.

The 504th Combat Team, under the command of Uolonel Reuben He Tucker, included
tke following units, under the comuand of the officers named:

504th Probhs, Tofe {less 3vd Bn,) (2)eviwmmmemmamooe-a ---Col,, Reuben H. Tucker
376th H‘chta FJ-"L B}.l “““““““““““““““““““ e - L‘ta colo wllbul‘ M Grlfflth
Co, C, 307th 4Abu, IEjgr. Hle-—n-= e e e s Capt. Thomas M, Vight

The Division Headqum ters serial was to include members of the general and
apecial staff sections and of tie fellewing vnitss Ho, and Hg, Biry,, Div arty.;
Dive Hg. Co.; 82nd Ahn. Signal Coo; lp”’?th oM Coany 3075h Med. Co.; 782nd Ord. Maint.
Co.3 and the 307th Abn Engr. En., ell under the command of Lt. Col. Robert Ralmer,
Division DIngineer,

The Commanding Genera). of the Division, Msjor CGeneral M. B, Ridgway, with a
special comand pariy, boarded the MONNOVIA, Seventh Arimy Ccrmand Vensel, ab
ALGIERS,; July 4, from which he ard the party would land at GELa on D-Day. The
Commanding Generalls party included Coloncl R. Po Eaton, Chief of’ Staff; Lt. Col.
G, E. Lynch, G-2; Lt. Col, R. K, Boyd, G-3; L, Col. R, H. Wienscke, G-}, Lt. Col.
Frank Moorman, Signal Officer; Major B. S. sdams, Liaison Officer; Capt. Don Ca
Faith, aide-de-camp; and eleven -enlisted men from the staff sections.

TEE THREE LIFTS

D-1, the day of the first 1ift, was, as usual feor the time of year in NORTH
AFRICA, hot amd clear, The men of the 50%th Combat Team, stationed near KAIROUAN,
TUNISIA, Jounged in their bivouac area, made last pre;paratlons ot arms and egulp-
mens, ate supper ay 1600 hcirs, and went to the ten airdromes from which they were
to take off. ' The 226 Army Transport planes, type C-47, in which they were flown,
cloared the fields between 2010 cnd 2116 hours, July 9the

The route was by way of JURTATE Islan& and PMTA thence dirvectly to the
Sicilian Coast cast of GELA and cver the various drop zones; and the fllght was
expected to regquire, including time for air rendezvous, about three hours and
twenty minutes.

Iate in the afternoon the wind off %the south coast of SICILY was of gale in-
tensity, JAlthough it diminished as the evening progressed, the weather continued
swficiently roygh that an unusually lazge proportion of the merm were ill in the
pianes, and much worse; thot tie plane formations were badly scmttered, The dife
£liouli w in avoiding that comsequence was, of courss much enhanced by the darknesa
atter 2130 houry, by the absence of mt.e:r'—plane commmication, and by the extremsl)
lew fliying, dieteted by taciisal reasons, I$ is also testified {3) that there
were siome tracer fire on the plianes, which, although not heavy, was the cause of
the desteuction of at least one plans which was seen to fall in flames, Many of
the men etated they were standing, hooksd up, for 30 to 50 minutes while their
p;l.a;.lea searsted for the drop zone. In any event, the format ions were broken, and

not only were the drop zones missed by mosi of the planes, but also the Combat
Team as a whole was badly scattered from the mcmlty of GELA to points east of
MEOD].C'AQ (L]-J

Aithough eight planes failed to return, the parachutists had cleared them be-
fore they were losi, Three planes returned with full loads, including one officer
and fifteen men ¢f Company 4, 505th, and 17 men of Batteries B and G, 456th, A11
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This booklet is one of a seorics describing
carpaigne in World War IT by the 82d (All-Anorican)
Divieion, others being those describing earpaigns in
HORMAKDY, FRANCE, known as Qporation "HEPTUHE', tho
WETHRRLAKDS, known as Operation "LARKED"; the ARDEINES,
rnore popularly known as the BELGIAY SULCGEy and CENTRAL
BUROPE, tho fimal achtion.

In the covrso of theso operations tho 82d Air-
borne Diviaion becane the first Anerican dirborne Div-
jgion in action =nd the culy Airlorne Division to
fight in two Thaaters of Oparations (the Werth Afriecan
or Maediterrancan, and the Huropean Theators). Gone
eral Officors who sorved in the 824 Alrhorns Division
becime comranders of overy American Airborme Division
‘which saw action in World War II, and cno becang cor=
mandor of thé only Arericin Airborne Corps formed dur-
ing the war.
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The centonts horein are not to bha considered as an official after—icticn
Report. This booklet. which couplotes a seriss of reports on operaticns of
the Division, is published primarily for personnel who perticipdted in the
SICILI/N and ITALLAY Campelzns,
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T. B. KETTHRESON
Yajor, Cavelry
Division Historisn
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thése men, having been completely cleared of responsibility for the £ ailure o
drop were allowed to participate in the Second Lift,

The 504th Combat Team, alarted throughout D-Day for the Second Lift, at the
fields and loaded in thé planes, waited while a negative message from General
Ridgway. was delayed in delivery, but was finally released at 1840, when Colonel
Clark of the 523 Wing decided that it was too late for the mission to be undér-
taken, The next day, DAL, at 1100 hours, orders were received that the Second
Lift would be flown that ewening.

This 1ift comprised 144 planes, ard was to proceed to MALTA, thence o the
southeastern coast of SICILY at SAMPTERE, thonce along the coast to Iak@ BIVIERE
southeast of GELA, thence iniand to the FAREIJO dirport.

The air wag o{msidarably quicter than two days before; the night was. lighted
by o quarter moon; and the drop zone was behind the lst Division line. The highest
hope for a safe crossing seemed justified. Nevertheless, full instructions were
issued to the commanders of friendly troops and navel units relating to the flight,
1nclud1ng the. route, the time and the objective (5).

The hope was reali zed until the firet plenes neared the drop zone. How
trouble began is best desoribed in a statement made by Captainm Willard E Hargpisan,
Company 4, 504th Forachute Tnfantry'

"On the night of July 11-12, 1943, I flew in the leading plane of the
first serial and reachsd the coast of SICILY near FUNTA S0CCA at approximately
2230 howups, thence flew in a northwesterly direction elong the coast toward
GELA, - The left wing plane flew just over the water line, and the squadron of
9 planes continueéd perfect formation up to the coast at on altitude of ap-
proximately 900 feet. Ue encountered no fire of any kind until the lead planr
reached the lake at H30-25 (Lake BIVIERE), when one .59 calibre machine gun,
situated in the sand dunes several hundred yards from the shore, opened fire.
W48 soon as this firing began, guns along the coast as far as we could see T~
ward FUNDA SOCCA, opened fire and the naval eraft lying off shore, both to-
wards FUNTA SOCCA and toward GELA, began firing anti-aireraft guns,"

The squadron mentioned by Captain Harrison wa®s not hit, nor were any of his
men Tived on in the deseent, but the anti-aireraft fire, particularly from naval
units, grew mgre intense, and %o it was added fire from machine gunners and rifle-
men on descending parachutists, and anti-azirsraft units of the aArmy nnd Navy later
d=elared that bombers had been overhead simuitaneously with our own planes, one of
wiioh coyld not be di#btinguished from the other, In passing through this fire
many planes were badly damaged and 23 of the 144 were destroyed. The entire for-
mation was badly scastered. The pilot of one of the planes which did return told
af his difficulties:

"A few minutes before reaching the drop point with the paratroopers, a
shell emashed into the starboard side of the fuselage and knocked out a hole
four by six feet while a fragment from the shell slit the aluminum apd every
rib from hele to rudder, Fassing through the planc the fragment ripped off a
door as a second ack-o k blast carried away g portion of the left stabilizer.
The explosions alsu biew awaey a large piece of eguipment, and the impact was
so great that it felt like a motor crash in the pilot's cabin.

"The airplane spun at a rizht angle ond nearly pulled the controls from
my grasp. For a seconé I didn't realize what had happened, then Tinding my-
gelif out of formaticn I began a violent evasive action, T saw threc planes
burning on the ground and red tracers everywhere as machine gunners sprayed ue
ag if potting a Tlight of ducks,

"Meanwhile I had cut into o less dangerous spoy to give the parnchutists
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a fighting chance %o reach ground., But I've got to hand it to those boys;
one, who had been pretty badly hit by skramel, insisted on leaping with the
others although he had been ordered %o remam in the plane,”

One of the more harrowing reports was that of 1st Lieutensnt C. A. Drew, Com-
pany F, 504th, His statement shows that some men were lost because -~ warning of
the flwg’at had not been conveyed to the men of one unit, and others because each
division then had its own password: (6)

" T was jump-master in Flane 531, This plane was leading a formatlan qf‘
3 pla.nes and was No. 7 in our Company. The pilot of my plane gave ma .the
warning 20 minutes oub from the DZ, 4ifter the red light cams on he had to
g:we me the green light in abeout 1 mim,te, due to the plane being on fire.

"We jumped into a steady siream of A fire, and not knowing that they
were friendly troops. There was 4 men killed and J wounded from my Flatoon.
Three of these men Were hit coming down and one was killed on.the ground be-
e¢ause he had the wrong password. After landing we found cuf this Bbad been
“changed to "Think"--"Quickly".

"The AA we jumped into Was the 180th Infantry of the 45th Division. They
also were not told we were coming. Loter we found out %hat the 45th Division
had been told we were coming but word never had got to the 180th Infantry of
the I5th Division,"”

"We tried to reorganize but found we didn't have but 44 men including 3
officers. We searched all night for the rest of the men. After accounting
for them we took care of the dead and wounded and started towards our objec-
tive., Ve arrlved at the 504th CP at 2 o'elock July 12, l9h3."

"sbout 75 yards from vhere I landed, Flane No. 915 was hit and burned.
To my knowledge, only the pilot and three men got out. The pilot was thrown
through the window."

"another plane was shot down on the beach and another plane was down bur-
ning about 1,000 yords to my front. Altogether there were three planes I
know of being shot down."

of the 23 destroyed planes,” fortunately only six wereo shot down before the
parachutists had jumped. One of the six carried five officers and Tifteen men of
Headguarters and Headquarters Company, 504th; one carried three officcrs and fif-
teen men of Headquarters Company, 2nd Battalion, 504th; and four carried one
officer and thlrty~two men of Battery C; 376th; 2 total of 9 officers and 62 men.
Mirseculously, some of these survived. La.eutenant Colonel L. Go Freeman, Executive
Officer, 504th, two other officers and twelve men survived--eleven of them wounded
when thelr plans crash-landewd, 1st Lieutenant M, C. Shelly, Headquarters Company,
2nd Battalion, 504th, was thrown’ clear of his plane when it crashed, all other oc-
cupants being killed, One of the Batfery C plancs was shot down at sea, carrying
all its nine parachubists down with it, but from the other three there were five
men saved by their reserve chufes; two struggled- out of their plane after it had
been twice hit and was afire; three were actually bléwn clear astheir planes were
demolished by ack-ack.

One of the planes lost on its return flight, and of which no remains have been
found, carried. as an off icial observer Brigadier General Charles L. Keerans, Jr.,
Asgistant Division Commonder.

- In the returning planes were four deed and six wounded parachutists, and eight
full loads which had not been given an opportunity to jump. These included ten
off icers, . two warrant off icers apd ninety-five men (7).
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The dispersion was as great as that of the 505th, men being dropped practi-
cally as far east, and others being dropp_ed woest of GELA,

The following day, Df2. gliders were loaded and men of the Division Headquar.
tors serial ready to embark, when on order was received from Force 141 (15%th Army
Group) canceliing all projected moveronts by air, (8). The possibility was left
open of & movement by sea, bubt no decisiacl was mode known until Division Headqua-
ters notified the 52d Wing at 1000 July 16, -that the Third Lift would be carried
to SICILY by plune and landed at FONTE OLIVO Airdrome, taking off at 1315 hours
that same day. It cleored the fields on schedule, in a flight of 51 planes, es-
corted by fighters, and flew direcet to SICILY by way of PaNTELLARIA. 4ll planes
arrived safely, about 1515 hours.

GUERRILLA WalFARE

The scatiered fashion in which Combat Team 505 was dropped made fully organi-
zed combat imppseible. - Of all its sloments only "I Jompany, less one plane,’
jumped on an assigned drop zone; but "I' Company is credited with having accomp-
lished its missgion, with reducing a blockhouss and several pillboxes and thking a
great moany prisoners.

Most of the men upon landing found themselves alone or near only one other ox
a few of their comruades, Those who were rot already pinned down by fire immedia-
tely set out to find othors; and during the remaoinder of the night, the great
ma jority sudeeeded in grouping themselves into three or fours at least (although
frequently members of such groups vere from different units), and sometimes into
groups of platoon size or larger., Indeed, the 2¢ Battalior Serial was almost
entirely assembled within twelve hours of landing. '

Thus the fighting was begun ond continued by groups of all sizes and composi-
tions, and against a variety of objecetives. On one cccasion on the 11lth at BIAZZ:
Ridge between GELA ond VITTORIA an imporitent engogement was fought against a sub-
stontianl force of the Hermann Goaring Pivision by 200-300 paratroopers led by
Colonel Gavin. A%t several points, groups of platoon size mede planned attacks on
strong points or ambushed snemy columns. On muny more occasions, individuals or
small groups, seeking at cnee to avoid capture, to £ind their units, apnd to do as
much dumage to the cnemy as possible, chanced onto pillboxes, couriers, vehicles,
and small gorrisons, killed or captured the eneuly, or fought him off and retired,
Such getion ean be deseribed only in its individual instances, as it ocecurred.

One case of two puratroopers idolated in 'en,aﬁzy territory is so vividly tald
by a prineipnl that it is hare re-produced in his own words (9).

"e. £irst received the order to stand up and hook up just off the eoast.
Just over the beach we ran into &4 fire, Our plane kept diving and banking.
‘The pilot passded tip word down the line to jump on the red light. At the
time the word meached Licutenant bills (10) the red light flashed on. YVa
started out, Just as I gof %o the door cur plane was hit. I was knocked
back against the opposite side of the ship. I finally got out. Where we
landed therc were o couple of pillboxcs burning from the bombing raid.

"W started to assembls in an orchard whon the artillery openéd up on us.
That didn't last long. Ve assembled and found out that we had one man, Cpl.
len, had broken his leg. Ve wrapped him in a chute and hid him in & vine
pasch. We left him with 2 riggers.

"Licutenant Mills got his bearings and told us what the score was. lie
had dropped 15 miles from the right DZ in enemy territory. We gobt our wea-
pons and marched dovn the road. We heard somsbody yelling and a whirring
sound like an auto stuck in the mud. I don't know why but we maorched right
into them. e walked across a bridge. 4As we reached the end we heard some-
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one yelled helt, It was the Hicnies. Lieutenant Mills said, "Ground equipment
and jump over the bridge," He no soonor said that than they orened fire on
us. Ve ran into-a vine patch and hid. Thoy shot flares in the air apnd tried
to pick us off, ' They tossed grensies and fived their guns into the pateh.
Pvts. Boggs, Wright and I wore cubt off from the rest. We sterted to rua and
were chased and fired on, Ui Llost Wright somewhore., Boggs and I hid in a
cane break for am houwr or $Wo.

"We got disgusted and decided %o work our Wav back to the DZ abowut 3
miles away. Ve started: and changsd our minds sgain and headed due north the

way we were ambuwrhod, I hod a comphss and we. atarted towards what we thought
was CGILA. Abgut - Lo we caen a Genman patrol.  Just 2 men. Ve were afraid
to fire on them Desause the range Was too groabt for a carbine. Ve ducked

them apd later came acrods a gun set upon a hill, We looked it over. but
couldn't maks it out so we uvoided it and storted up the RR tracks.

"I secn someone on the skyline and started up the hill. I seen it was an
Ameriean G.I. He hed me covered with a .50 ealibre so I started yelling., It
vas a lst Division man. They took us to the assembly arca.?

In another ease, two plane loads of Company "B"; 307th Airborne Engineer Bat-
talion, landed 15 mlles nertheast of the drep zene, md were joined by one plane
load of Company "A", 505th. They spent the remminder of the night searching for
the drop zones and cut ting telegraph wires, and just before dawn, dug in a% a road
intersection. The rest of their story is told ae follows:

"4t 0530, o German motoreycle containing 3 passengers pulled up to the'
crossroads und stopped. The passengers were killed. Another motorcyele ar-
rived 15 minutes later and likewise caught under fire and the occupants .
killed, The men were then asssmbled and moved out in the general direction
of the DZ. Fiwve of this group vere separated when they went to pick up two
equipment chutes which were spotted. a half mile awmy. The reminder cone -
tinved on ani tecok up a position on grownd comaanding the twe valleys. Here
contast was made with elements of Company "G", end defensive positions were.
set up. During thvo af berr.oon, 24 Begialion, 1‘30th Infoentry, 45th Division,
carrived at the hil i3 sy atiashed themselves to it and remained with it
for threc nights fqﬂ two fh, During this period of time additional para-
chutist drifted in eund bseoms part of their organization.”

One of the mcst substent 1a1 victories was accompllshcd by lst, Lieutenant F.
E, Thomas, CO’Ilpd“ly 110 B04th,, without blocdshed. VWhile with several men under
his command being serveld a meal Yy T riendly ‘givilians, he was surprised and .
ecovered by the weapons of a smull German force Which bhod three disabled tanks in
the vieinity, including cne MNarl: VI, Lieutenant Thomss resorted to reason with
his captor, pointing cut tho inevitability of Allied victory and the futility of
‘his vaptors' ef‘fc*ts 5 buened cut that among the Cermans there was one severely
wounded man foc whon the tesder desired the excollent medical aid whieh he knew
the imericans could atfsed, Uoasequently an wderstending was réacheds The
Amcricans beidg releascd and given custody of the wounded man, promised to secure
him immsd iste medical trm’tmm.tq - The Germans put their tanks out of commisgion,
abandoned them, and departed in the oppesite direction.

A vastly dlff‘e* ent sort of ficticn involving a 1st Batialion group is narrated
by Jack Thompson, Chieago Tribune corrcspondent. who. _]umped with the First Lift:

"re group of the lst Babtalion, insluding Lieutenant, Colonel. Arthur
Gorham, lanled /4 miles south of NISCEMI. about 2 1/2 mlles from tho scheduled
Dz,  Tiky were just east. of a very sturdy, thiek-walled farmhouse which had.
been eonveried.inte a military fort neld by (U men with 4 heavy machine guns
and 6 lights, 1t was woll wir red . in with trench defpnses.~ Colonel Gorham
ordered ‘an as‘seﬂl‘r o1 the Lo se and 1% was organized and led by Captain Edwin
Sayre (11) and 22 men. Their ©irst attack was launched at 2 o'ciock in the
‘morning. They hsld up bhen unuil they atkacked agrin just before dawn, with
rifles, grenades, one 60mm rorviar and a bazocka. They foreed the Ttalians
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back aut of the trenches and into the lhouse and attacked the house with gren-
ades. Sayre led the nsspult,, carrying one hand grenads in his teeth and am-
other im his left hand, and with his cerbine im his right hand.. It wasn't
un$il aftor they had saken .the farmhouss “thut he discevered the man who was
coverding Him was covoring him vith a trench knife and not a tamy gun as he
kad thoughte 4 rifle grenade fired at about ten feet blew open the doory,
but the door swung shut again. Sayre walked up, threw open the door, and
pitohed a hand grenade inside.  They found atotal ‘of 15 dead and took 45 pris
oners, soms of whom were Germsns. Four paratroops wore wounded, one of whom
later died. The house Soon came under fire from an €8 and Qol. Gorham with-
drew his men back to another hill and it wasn't until two days later that
they were able to reenpture the farmiouse."

This group later made contact with the lst Divisien, and joined the 2nd Bh.s
L6tk Inf,., with whish they fought two days until relicved. In resisting an enemy
attack while with the 16th Inf., paratroopers succecded with their rocket-louncher:
in stopping several tanké. It wos in such an aet ot this time that L. Col. ‘
Arthur Gorhom, CuO., lst Bn., was killed. - This cpisode is also related by Ir.
Thoraps o : o

"he position where Gorham's men wero at thet time acting as assault troops
with the 16th Infantry, with whom they had made contacet, came under heavy
sttack by Mark VI nnd Mark IV tenks ond ensuwy artillery, as woll as ox-
tremely heawy machine gun fire, OCol. Gorhaw was killed by a shell from a.
lark VI while firing o bazooke. at the tanks on the nearby road., - Captain
Comatock (12), Medical OFficér, ran to his aid and wes wounded by the mext
shell burste Li. Doan MeCamilees (13), who Was nearby, ran up bo help the
woundod doctor ard cclleod for Corporal Thomas Higgins (X4) to get a jeap and
evacuate him, Higeins ran a guarter of o mile through a concentration of
mickine gun fire until he found = joep. The driver was reluctant to go into
this fire so Higeins was joined by & paratroop cook, Frivate Hernard Willicms
{15) The %two of them drove the jecp under fire bnek to the hill and with the
aid of L, MeCandless evacuabed Cuptain Comstoek and the body of ol
Gorhem.. ™

mother lst Fn. group, dropped about 50 miles east of GELA, occupisd and held.
the town of NOTOs and a third group, consisting of 12 men fronm the lst Bne, ppr-
tieipated in the capture of RAGUSA, o ' ‘

A4 group.of about 4O men of the Headquerters Serial, including men from two
platosms ef Engineers, under the comuand of lst Lieutenant H. H. Swingler, Heed-
quarters Conmandant, ocepcupied early in the morning of the 10th an area of high
ground command ing the roed net leading inland from the L5th Division beaches, and
is ecredited with greatly facilitating the landing of that Division. They destroye
one armored. vghicle as it approached the beach, cut off advance ¢lements seoking
to rotire before the L5th's attack, reduced several pillboxes, and themselves cap-
tured 5 officers and 96 men. This same group joined Colonel Gavin on the 1lth in
time o participate in the action at BIAZZA Ridges '

Although the 2d Patbalion serial landed south of RiGUSA, 25 miles from its
drop zone, and was attacked before reaching the ground, a large part of the Serial
was asgsembl g under its €O, Major Alexénder, by noon the 10th. Even during that
morning, it was engaged in attacking enemy positions near 3. CROCE- -CAMERINA, whex
it todk 45 prisoners. Thenca, it advanced on the toun itself, occupied it after
& short but hard fight, and captured 144 more prisonors and a great decl of equip-
rent, . After a. third victorious skirmish east of tho city, it bivouaked, reorgani-
zed the hext day, and marehed west on the 12th to join €T Headquarters.

Two and one-half miles southeast of NISCEMI a'gr,oupl of men from the 34 Batta-
Yion, 50ith, under Lioutemant wWillis J, Ferrill, Company "I, ambushed a force of
350 Germans from the Hermann Goering Division, who were retreating up the road.

The paratroopsrs, Whe 1:}3; the ond of the afternocon of D Day numbered 110,
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had taken up a defensive position on a hill., They lnd already shot up a German
patrol, andone small group had demolished an Italian patrel, killing lk. Eleven
of these Italians were killed by “wo privates, Shelby R. Hord {i4) and Thomas E.
Iane (17). On the follewing day afier Ferrill's force had begun to increase, it

" was -in position on a Hill at noon when an énemy colunm was obzerved coming up the
road from the south, Wwith the Germans were several Auwerican prigoners.. Lieubenant
Ferrill withheld firs un®il the Cermansg Were almost orposite his position. Then
at noon the Germans suddenly halited Tor a ten-minute brealk. The Americans waited
until the Germans started to get up and put on their packs, and then fired on them
with devastating effect, The battle lasted all afterncon. It was joined by two
enemy tanks which shelled the dmericans from the far-off hills. Late in the after-
noon a Germen lieutenan® came up the hill with a white flag %o arrange a surrender.
but when he saw the Americans were parachutists he refused to surrender and went
down the hill again, Then the battle was resumed and lasted until dusk, when the
Germans withdrew, leaving 50 dead. The cost to the Americans was 5 killed and 15
wounded. The hill from which the Americans.fought was identified on the map as
CaSTLE NOCERA.

0f the 3¢ Battalion Serial, 505th, 45 men under lst Lieutenant F. Willis, Bat.
tery G, 456th; joined forward elements of the 180th Infantry, and served with them
as assault troops; and 60 others, with 3 guns of the 456th, were the first troops
to enter VIITORIA. It was on this occasion that 1st Lieutenant William J. Harris,
34 Baltalion Headquarters Company, taken prisoner by the Italians, persuadéd the
garrison comonder of the fubtility of resistance, and induced him to surrender ki
self and his command of 80 men on the spot.

THe lergedt part of the 3d Battalion, 180 men under Major Krause, were the
backbone of the foree which fought a battalion of the Hermenn Goering Division at
BLiZZ24 Ridge.

BIAZZA Ridge is a prominence about 12 miles west of VITTORIA on the GELA High-
way. Colonel Gavin, approaching it the morning of the 1lth from the direetion of
VITTORIA with thé 534 Battalion force mentioned above, was warned of the prescnce
of Germans, He succeeded in compelling them to retire from the ridge and in oc-
cupying the crest of it, but affer an attempt to continue his advance, decided to
organize the high ground and to be prepared to defend it against counter-attack.
During the day thros 75mm pack lhowitzers, two 57mm anti-tonk guns from the L5th
Division, and a few rocket launchers were asscmbled.

The expected enemy counter-attack with tanks--Mark IV's and Mark VI's was
made shortly after noon, and surged within 50 yards of the detachment's CP. One
tank was knocked out by a 75mm pack, and much 2id was rendered by 155mm guns of
the 45th Division and Navy 5 inchers. A last-diteh defense finally forced the
enemy to withdraw for a reorganization.

In the meentime, about 1900, Lieubtenant Swingler and his group arrived, and
also 21 Gencral Shermans, mekirg possible an American attack at 2030 which comple-
toly routed the Germans and gave the detachment undisputed possession of the Ridge

dimerican losses in this action were 43 killed and 100 wounded. at least 50
enemy dead werc left on the field, and 50 prisonecrs taken, Two German armored
cars and one tank were knockel oub; twelve.b-inch morters, and many machine guns,
small arms. and vehicles taken. 4 calibex .50 crow of Battery D, 456th, was credi-
ted with the destruetion of three Me 109's, which attacked the pesition.

after burying the dead the morning of the 12th, the force proceeded toward
GELA. (18). '
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REORGANIZATION

~ -The dheach assault had begun at 0245, July 10th. At 0730 General Ridgway and
Coptain Faith went ashore to seek the drop zonss and elements of the 505th, but
succesded in finding only Company "I", 505th, and in learning that Company "A* was
in contact with the CP of the 24 Batialion, 16th Infantry. This CP, and also that
of the lst Division, was visited later in fthe day by Liesutenant Colonels Lynch and
Boyd, who debarked at 1700, just after General Ridgway's return,

Contact with the 505th Command Post was not mnde on the 10%h or 1lth, nor was
any substantial progress made in reasssmbly of the combat team an those days. At
0830 on the 11th an order was sent Division Rear that the 504th should be flown
across that evening, and during the remainder of the day the MOIROVIA party was
occupied preparing for ths arrival. A message was sent Seventh Army reguosting
notification of all friendly troops. and one to Division Rear to apprise the Viing
of the great dispersion of the 505th. Arrangements werc made for raticns and
water from the lst Division, and immediate medical treatmentat the drop zone by
‘the 51st Mpdical Battalion., 4 Division OP was set up ashore.at 1500 hours, about
3 miles southeast of GELA and one mile from the coast. .

While General Ridgway and staff waited on the FARELLO landing field, the
firat elements of the 504th came dovn at 2250, July 11th, and by 0715 the noxb-
morning Colonel Tucker had arrived at the CP. In the meantlmc, word cane lndlrect—
1y that a number of members of the 505th were in the vieinity of RAGUSA. Neverthe-
loss at 0755 on the 12%h, General Rldgway was compelled to report to the Sgventh
Army

"No formed element of Combat Team 505 under my control. Ixpect some to-
day based on 1lst Division reports. Elemsnte of Combat Team 504 dribbling in. .
At present one battery 75 pack hoiitzer and eguivelent of cne infantry com-
pany available for use...dm coneentrating all efforts on reorganization.®

His expectatidns in regafd to the 505th wore not realized that dﬁy; however ;
and the 504th "dribbled in" only enough that the First G-1 Report to Seventh Army
at 1730 could list present for the 504th 37 officers and 518 nON.

Colonel Gav;n reached the Division GP July 13 at 0900. and confxrmsd the -
location of 1200 troops under his command. Henceforth, reassembly proceaded ore
-rapidly, so that at 1800 hours, Captain 4lfred W, Ireland, -1 of the 505th, could
report a total strongth of 1648. Information from othor units, particularly lst
Division artillery and the 45tk Divisicn, facilitated the 1ocatlon of .troops and
a G-J. Report to the Sgventh aArmy showed D1v151on strength in SICILY as 3024 ab-
midnight Fuly 13. This figure grew to 3790 at midnight. July 14, almost coupleting
the roassembly of forward persoanel which had not bscome casualties. Vith the
acquisilion of 426 officers und men of the Third Lift, the total Division strength
in SDTLY was enly 4307 at 2400 July J.?0 and 43%0 at 2400 July 27. .

Thus, out of 5?0? mon in the €9 st w0 lifts, 3024 reprosented the total
strengih July 13th, 3790 cor July lith.  Oub of 5733 in bhe three lifts, 4309 re-
presented the tohal strength july 17+th, and 5390 on July 27. Subtracting the 426
brought in the Ynind zﬂf% from the sirength for the 17ta, there had been an in-
crease in the strength of the two combat téams of only 93 men in three days from
July 13th-17%h. ' - . -

. As ths reassembly progressed, preparations for action were being rwdce The
34 Batta]agn.‘ﬁohth rojoined the 50/th Combat Team. The Division CP was moved on
July 13th two milss novth to.a point near Highway 115, and the 504th and 505th as-
scmaly arcas ‘Were maintaeined close at hand. A request was made July 1Hth for the
movemsht of the Third Lift with fighter .escort, which bore fruit the following day
The grbat ‘problen of, transportation.for a Division which had been able to bring
almost nona of '1t8 own (19) was met by the procurement July 16 from Provisional
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Corps of twanty-four 2 1/2 tén trucks and seven 1/} ton trucks, which were re-
tained throughout the following operations, and from tho 39th Combat Team cof
eighty-three2 1/2 and 3/4 ton trucks which were retaincd only for-the movement
fToH GELA to Pallla, (20) "4 basic load of amaunition, acguired before leaving the
GiL4 area, sufficed for the entire campaign on wihich the Division was about to em-
bark, '

These preparations had proceeded under Seventh srmy orders to reassemble and
reorganize in Army reserve. 4t noon the 15th, a directive was reccived from
Seventh army, ovdering the 824 Airborne Division to assemble with attached troops
in the PaliA DI MONTECHI=RG area, to rolieve elerments of the 3d Division in that
area by dark, July 19th, and to be prepared to advance west, The projectod zZone
of cetion of the Division was a coastal strip ineluding Highway 115 and extending
5-10 miles inland, until, in the vicinity of the VERDURA River, west of RIEERA4,
the right boundary, shared with the 34 Division, turned north to BiLERMD, The
left boundary was the sca. ‘

The movement west from the assembly area near GELA began by truck shuttle at
0600 July 17th and carrisd that cvening to a new area nbout 5 miles west of FALMA,
with the 504th Combat Team and riost of Division Headquarters moving in the first
serial, the 505th and tho renainder of Division leadguortors in the second. On
the 17¢h, ot 1100 hours, Frovisional Corps directed immediate relicf of the 34
Division in tre 82¢ Division zoms, pursuant $o whish the 39th Combat Team was
moved the evening of the 17th oanto the high ground east of AGRIGENDO, from which
it advanced at dawn the 18%h through ACRIGINTO and PORTO LLFEDOCLE, where the 34
Division had becn engeged the day beforc. BEarly in the morning of the 18th, cle-
ments of the 39th wore astrids Highiiay 115 at REaLMONIL, This position they se-
cured, oceupying the high ground in thot vieinity and patrolling to the CANNE
‘River. Behind the 39th Combat Team, the Division CP was moved 2 miles west of
FORTO LMPEDOCIE on the afternoon of the 16th and the 504th moved to an area near
REALMONTE, immediately behind the line of *he 39th, from which it could undertake
an advance the next day,

Although the 34 Division had met some resistance and taken a great mony
prisoners in AGRIGENTO, not even the 39th Combat Team patrols ever gained contact
With the cnemy, and the 824 moved forward during the 17th and 18th entircly withe
cut molestation.

THE CAMPAIGN

The orders under which the 824's campeign to the wost weore about to begin
were the Provisional Corps Field Order #1, issued at 1500 July 18, directing the
Division to advance by 06800 the 19th from the HEALMONTE Line, and the Division
Field Order #2 of the same day, directing Combat Toam 504 to relieve Combat Team
39 by 0800 the 19th, secure srossings over the CANNE River by daylight and con-
tinue westward. Battery 4 of the 824 Armored Field aArtillery Battalion and Bat-
tery 4 & B of the 83rd Chemical Battalion were attached o Combat Team Hoh for
this miseion. '

Prospscts of resistance were acssessed in the Intelligonce annex of the Divi-
Ssion Ficld Order in these words: “Abt this time no known organized fighting forees
are located to the immediate west on the route of advance of this Division.,'

actrally, some elements of Combat Team 504 were at REALNONTE by noon the 18th,

befors the formal oréers were issued. The entire Combat Team, moving by marching
and truek shuttle, assombled thore during the day, and secured before dark ihe
CoNNE «ossings and the high ground to the west. At: 0300 the 19th, troops of the
2d Battalion, 50/4th, were in MONTALIEGRO; at 0900 at the FLATANI River; at 1015

at the MAGGAZCLO River: and at 1200 had occupied RIBERA. Before 2100, they had
reazhed and were stopped by tis Corops phase line halfvey between RIBER4A and
GCIACCA. Every phasc of the advance, and of .subsequent edvances as well, was led
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in person by General Ridgway5 who kept hinself in personnl touch with the recon-
naissunce elswents, the point, and the advance guard. command. .

This headlong progress had alwost been retarded by eneumy destruction the pre—'
vious day of the highway bridge acivess the CAHNS River, in whet was reported by the
Command ing Officer, 5@ Battalion, 39th Infantry, as "the kest job of demolition
seen in o long time. Reguiros a major engincering job." Bubt a by-pass for heavy
vehicles arownd +he demclished bridge was complelsd by a 307th Adrborne Engincer
Battalion detoclment under Lieutenant Ceolonel Palmer at 0400 the 19th, aided by a
detachment of the 17th Fnginecer Batdalion, Armored, of the 24 Armored Division.:

Active enemy resistance during the entire day was exbtrermely light. The only
excoptions were brief mpernine gun Tire just east of RIBFRA and machine gun and
light artillery fire at the VERDURA Rives, encountsred by detachments of the Divi-
sion Reconnaissance Flatoon under lst Liecutonant Reland Hudson, ande of thn 824
Armored Reconnaissance Battalion, operating on our- front under Corps ordsr. No
casualties were suffercd in either case, and in the former the enemy surrendered
almost ag scon asthe {ire was returned.

The . lutter resistance wos uoneuh 4 nore dctemalqadu It began zbout 1400
hours, when HE shells fell noar the Roccunaissance vehieles. The wvehicles dcployed
off the highway, the 70mm and four 37mm guns of tho 82d irmored detachment under-
tak1ng sountor-battery fire and the (50 cdlibre machine guns of the Division
Hlatoon moving toward the railroad line to the south to gngage machine gun em-
placements. A4S accurate fire was brought to bear on them, the perscnnel of one
eneny gun after another raised a whiite flag; and at the end of an hour all resis-
tance had ceased. In the course of it, ten Italians had been killed and 250 cap-
tured, along with four 75nm and six AOmm guas, and a much larger number of machine
gUuns.

The point of the 24 Battaliom, 504th, "came under light arms fire for a few
minutes just west of RIHEERA, but without being caused delay or casualties.. The re-
connaissance eloments discovered a mine field just east of RIUERA in conjunction
with a rosd block, and anotler just west of the ftown at a railroad crossing, all of
which werd removed without mighap. The only Division casualties during the day re-
sulted from a general strafing. of the entirve coltrm oA three different ocecasiona by
2 to 5 Me 110's. Tive mon of Company E, 50Jth, and two mon of the 24 Battal ion,
SObth, WeTe wounded

At the end of theiiay, fombat Team 504 had sccured the phase line halfway
from RIBERA to SCIACCA.  The artillery, a1l then under Division control, which had
moved into the FLATANI VuILLDY in the afternoon, was in position west of RIBERA and
registered. Combat Team 505 was assembled just northeast of RIEERA; and Combat
Tear1 39 at SICULIANA, - (2) 4An advance of 25 mileg hed been made and 500 prlooners
taken at a cost of 7 casuadtias,

Substantially, all the circumsisnces of the advence on the 19th,the promptness
and rapidity of it, the token resistance and voluntary surrender of isolated enemy
garrisons were repeated on the 20th, with a few wminor variatichs.

Ab OL50 the 20th. the Division relaysd to Combat Team 504 the Corps order to
proceed at 0600 to the nexs phese line. The advance began on schedule, and leading
elemonts ontered SCIAOCA at 0925, but the preparation of a difficult by-pass
around a duemolighed ‘bridge on the western ouiskirts of SCTACCA and the removal of
mines in-that vicinity so delaysd the main bely that it 4id not pass through the
city until about noon. There the 24 Battalion, then leading, was turned norith on
the SAN MARGHLRITA Roud with TUMMINDLLO as ke night's objoctive, and Combat Team
504 (-2d Battalion) continued west on Higlway 115 toward MERFI, which was entered
at 1800, By nightfall the 24 Battalion reached a point aboub 8 miles nerth of
SCIACCA, Both sides were somewhald delayed during the af ternoon by small minefields
in road-beds, and the lst Battalion, 504th, leading from SCLsaCCA to MENFI, was
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fired on briefly by a battery of 75mm gunsy which were quickly captured.

Combat Team 505 had spent the day-securing the right flank and reer by pat-
rolling the roads north from RIBERA. Batteries of the 376th, 34th and 624 Field
Artillery (22) had heen called into action briefly on enemy batteries, pillboxes,
and personncl ceast of SCTACCA; and the 307th airborne Ingineer Battalion had pre-
pared the by-pass at SCLACCA, and removed the mine-fields on three sides of the
city. ‘

The advancejduring the day was 15-20 miles; the number of prisoners taken ap-
proximately 1,000; and our own casualties, two. - (23) North of SCIiCCi was dis-
covercd an abandoned Cerman bivouasc erea and anti-aircraft position, and a large
Italian quartermaster dump. :

The order of the day, July 21, was to procesd to and secure a line on the
BELLICE River in the Division's zone, there to protect the right flank of the 24
armored Division as it moved north along the west bank of the BELLICE to FALERMD.

The 2d Battalion, 504th, vhich had stopped about five miles short of TUMMI-
NELLO the night before, resumed its advance the morning of the 21st and reached
TUMMINELLO at 0800. The enemy, prepared at this point in a strong natural posi-
tion, resisted with the firc of a battery of 75mm guns, two 90rm guns and smell
arrg for a peried of 15-30 minutes, killing 6 and wounding 8 men of Company F.

But by 0830, as soon as a flanking perty approached the position, it was captured
with all its personnel and equipment. Two abandoned light Renault tanks, apparent
ly in goed condition, were discovered by the Divieion Reconnaissance Flatoon north
of TUMMINELLO.

The responsibility for continuing the advance from this point to the BELLICE
had been assigned Comba% Tcam 505. With the 2d Pattalion leading, it had set out
at 0300 from a bivouac arca one mile east of SCIaCC4A, und it marched continuously
that day without food or resupply of water until the objective was attained- a
distance of 23 miles. The 24 Battalion passed through the 24 Battalion, 504th, at.
TUMMINELLO at 0930; occupiled Suail VARGHERITA at 1140; and was organizing its posi-
tions on the BELLICL at 1500. Conmpeny I was diverted eastward at SAN MkRGHERITA 0
occupy GAMBUGA, and one platoon of Compeny G, westward to occupy MONTEVAGO. In
carrying out this last mission, the platoon came wnder very brief machine gwm fire;
but cxecept for this and the engngement at TUMMINELLO no resistance was encountered
by the Pivision throughout the day; nor was any contact whatsoever established
north of SAN MARGHERITA. A% 1350 the Combat Team 505 occupied the SOIACEA Airdrome
about ten miles north of the city, where it captured 175 prisomers and teck posses-
gion of 30 airplanes and several ficld picces, mest of which were badly dampged.

At the end of the day the 24 Battalion, 504th, was oceupying SAMBUCA; the 24
and 3d Pattalions, 505%th, were protecting the highway bridges over the BLLLICE
near MONTEVAGO and north of SAN MARGHERITA, and gecuring the general area to the
north and northwest; the lst Battalion, 505thk, was establiished just north of SAN
ILRGHIRTTA: and Combat Team 504 was being moved into tho same area from VENFI.

The Roconnaissance Flatoon had entered SALARARUTA and GIBELLINA without resistance,
and the Division wasprepared to move on &n hour's notice either in auprort of the
24 armored Pivision's PALERID drive, or o the westward extremity of the island.

The day's advance had netted 15 miles at a cost of 14 casualties. 1515

prisoners had been taken and much stores and equipment in addition to that already
nentioned,

The Division being in Corps rescrve, the same positions were maintained
throughout the 22nd, with no activity except uneventful patrolliing to the north and
east, (24) but all preperations were made for irmediate resumption of the advange,

Corps orders were received at 0830 July 23 to "move without delay to seize




MRAPANT and the above-mentioned held porticn of LICTLY, (that west of line CASTEL-
LAMARE--MAZZARAY, " and for tnet purpose attaching to the Divielon, Task Foree X,
consisting of Combat Teamw 30, the 77va Field srfillery Battalion, and the ist, 34,
and 4th Reconnaissance Battelicns. o '

Task Force X, which wos scattercd between CADTELVETRANO and IMLZZARA. vas
ordered north along the noast road from MALZiRa o seize MARUALA, apd north from
there to a point about six milos south of TRaPANL,  Combat Team 505, with the 37641
and 34th Pield irtillery Bgttalions and the 20th Ingineer Battalion, was $o be
moved by truck to TRLBANI: and Jombut Tean 504, using the same vehicles, shuttled
back from TRARWNT to S47 MRGIRITa, was $o be rwved to CaASTELLAMARD and ALCAND,

Tho 31 Battelion, 505tk, departed IONTEZVLGO at 1130, procceded by way of
PaRTAINA, SANML HINF4 and SaLlELD to Higlway 113 andl thence wost toward TRAFANI.
411 along the route, which west of SaNTA NINFA had been traversed by no other
Aillied troops, the local populatisn eoupeted with cuch other in thelr expressions
of good wille In the towuns the roads were lined with peoplo who not only shouted
their approval ond showed in one place a2 prepared sign: "Welcome Liberators", but
who also showered the wohicles wish fruilt, bread and chocolate, much of which had
boen pilfered from abandoned Italian militery stcros.

In spite of these popular greaetings, at about 1600 houwrs when shorsly east of
TRAPA T, the Division ensountored a strong positvion Qefense. On the oubskirts of
the eity the reconnaissance wvehicles fourd rond blocks and mine fields and immedia-
tely thereaftor were mot wilth mackine gun fire. By ihe time the advancs guard had
fanned out o return the Tive effestively, the enemy here began an artillery bar-
roge fron the mountain north of the eity and a hill southwzab of it onto the high=
way, vhich he maintained almost constanily for 2-3 hows. (&5) The Jh4th and
876th Ficld artillery Battalions and the 834 Chemisal (4.2 Iorvar) Battalion re-
furned the fire; ant the 9d Battalion, 5055k, advanced on the gun positions, which
surrcndered before dark. In splte of this impressive artilliery duel, the only
Division casualdy of the affternoon was o bazooka operator who susbained a burn fron
his own Wweapon.

A treaty of surrender was immediately dictatéd by CGenerel Ridgway to sdmiral,
Mavfredi, Commander of the TR.PAHI disirict, requiring cessabion of resistance, -
preservation of stores, and the posiing of a guard on all military and naval pro-
party. In addition to Admiral Marfredi; Prigedior General Antonio Sodero, who was
to have succeedéd the ilmiral in the commond of the distriet, and 2639 other pri-
soners Were taken during the eveniung of the 23d and the day of the 24th, in and
around the c¢ity of THaRNI, 4n uncourted amount of guns and other military and
noval maoterial and stores were also taken.

- During the afternoon of the 23d, Colonel Tucker and & reconnaissance party
from Combay Team 504 snbered CASTELLMLRE, and the main body followed the next day
on the return of the trensporitetion from TRARANI, On the morning of the 24th
Combal Team 504 proceeded to tha ocgcupation of ALCalW0; and Company 4 and the 2d
Battalion, 505th, to that of SAN VITO; and 505th'patrols contacted Task Force X
patrcls at PACECO; all-without enemy resistance. Msanwhile Task Force X had oc¢-
cupied MiRuala (25a), and had taken 6856 prisoners in tvhe CASTELVETRAND-IMARGALa
areas H -

Nothing remnined but to police the occupicd arema and garrison it against the
possibility of enemy counterattack, essemble capitured ‘stores, ‘and gather in stragg-
ling priscners; but this was to be the work of many dayss Frisoners werée still be-
ing picked up and drifeing in from isolated cubposts weeks later (26). Lnemy bar-
racks and stores, whizh were being looted éven as tke Uivision entered the area,
were first put under guard and the fool atores leter appropriated to feed prisoners
Among the food stores taken wers 28,000 hard- rations from onc warchouse, 700 pounds
of beef, 2,000 pounds of sugar, 500 pounds coffee, wand 400 gallons of tomato paste.
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(27) Of the vehicles taken, 62 were in sultable condition to use (28). leapon:
and ammunition were dumped, and passedthrough the preper ordnance channels,

The EGaDT ISLaNDS-FAVIGN.NAL, LIEVLNZO, and MRETTIMG situated 10-20 miles
of f TRARANI, which had been out of eommunication with the meinland since the
234, suwrendersd .Tul'y' 29th to Captain Riekard Gerard of the G-3 Section and 1lst
Licutenant Louis P, Testa, PV, I., who appreached FAVIGNANA in & s5il boat and
negotiated the surrender with Lieutenant Colonel Silvio Serralunga. Tho popu-
lation of the Islands is about 6000; their aarrison was nearly 1000.

‘ In cach of the two phases of its participation in the SICILIAN CalPAIGN the
- Division had served effectively. In the first, it was prevented from achieving
© 1ts specifically assigned mission; bub at the cost of many casualties (29) it
engaged elements of the Hermann C—oeL ing, 15th Mnzer, 4th Livoerno and 54th

" Napoli Divisions, and of tiae 206th Uoastal Division. . Ma jor General J. M, Swing,
-, Command ing General, 11th Airborne Division and airborne advisor to Generzl
Eisenhower, deelared that the work of the airborne troops advanced the progress
of the beach assault by two days,

In the second phase, both the opposition and the Division's own casualiies
were ineompuyably lighter. The only elements of divisional strength encoun-
tered were the 2023, 207+%h, and 208th Ccastal Divisions, although there were a
large number of supporiicg vnits. The Pivision lost one officer and six men
killed, and sixtson men wounded, In five Gays of campaigning during the course
of this phase, it advanced more than one hundred miles through enemy territory,
and took priscner or cccupied the ferritory in whlch it later roundsd up a toia
of 23,191 officers and men.

In recognition of this service General Ridgway received the following let-
tor from Major General Ceoffrey XKeyes, commanding the Fovisional Corps, of
which the 824 wirborne Division had served as a part:

SEVENTH UNITED STATES aRMY
BEADGQULRTLRS FHOVISIONAL CORIS
J-.L.PQOQ 758

24 July 1943

Major General M. B, Ridgway
Commandi ng 823 sirborne Division
Am?bol 4690 '

My dear General Ridgvay;

With the remarkably rapid and successful comclusion of the mission
asgigned the Frovisional Cerps of the Seventh drmy in. the operation to capture
Fadermo and the Vestern portion of the island of Sieily, I wish to CXPress to.
you and your splendid division, together w:.th the attached unit s, my admiration
fa feate mecomplishad.

The rapid essembly end organization of your fores of mixed unite, and
thel r more rapid advence on each objective to include the important oity and
locality of Trapani, reflects great credit upon wou, your st.ff and your mn.

It is un honor for me to be privileged to command the Provisional Corps
eomposed of such fine divisions anl it is with emtreme regret that I learn that
the 82nd is to be withlrawn for other importmt inissions.
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With Best wishes to you and your commmnd fear continued success, I am,
Sincerely yours,,

/s/ Geoffrey Keyes
GROFFREY FIVES
Vajor General, U.S.ic,
Commandi ng

FOYTIDTES

(1) Bn. o 0. 'S of the 505th Freht. Inf, were': lst Bu.--Lt. Cola
Arthur Gorham; 2nd Bayp--Major kork Alexander; 3rd Bn.--lajor Tdword C. Krause.

(2) Ba. G5 0. 's were: ‘1st Bne--Lt. Col. Yorren Uilliams; 2nd BR.--
e Col. Villiam Yarborough.

(3) L&, Louis Testa, Ful Officcr.

(4) The difficulty of navigating and controlling tho plenes as a
group was revealed by the fact that Gens Taylor could get and send %o Gen.
Ridgway the following: "Incomplete inf ormation from VWing indicated all drops
aporoximtely on D2 except @nd Bn 505 which is west of Gelfesa"

(5) At 110845 Seventh irmy sent the following nessege to the II Corps
and the 45%h, 1st, 3rd, end 20d arm’d Divisions: "Notify 2ll unite especially
AL that parachutists 824 Airborne Division will drop at about 2330 tonight
 July 1I-12 on,Ferello landing Field." .

(6) 1st Lt. Z. C. Lutcavege, Co. F, 504tk Preht. Inf., declarsd fwo
of his men were RKilled when they gave the vrong passvord.

(7) The personnel in these 8 planes were from ths following units:

2 plmes~-Hg. 00., 504th; 1 plone, Co. F, 504th; 2 plames, Biry G, 376th; 2
planes, Btry. D, 376tL: 1 plane, Ik. Btry., Div arty.

(8) Ree'd 121237, "TuX from Force 14l to Seventh arny, TCC, 824 Alr-
borne Division. View of wifortunate incident lngt night no. furiher repeat
no further movement by air except assault will toke place.”

(9) Pvt. Keith K. Scott, lst Bn. Hg. Co., 504th Frcht. Inf., was a
rember of the Secomd Lifty bubt as the experiences of many of the members of the
Second Lift were identical in nature to those of the First, they will be re~
lated here without discriminatione :

(10) 1st L%, Richard Mills, lst Ba. Hg. Co., 504th.

(11) Co. 4, 505th reht.Inf,

(12) Capt. Carl R. Comstock, Med. Det., 505th Preht, Inf.

(13) 1lst Lt. Dean ikeCandless, Hg. Co, lst Bi., 505th Prchi. Inf.

{14) 'Hq. Co. 1st Bn., 505th Ircht. Inf.




(15) Hae Oos 12t Bn., 505th Preht. Tod.
(16) Pfc Shelby R. Ford, Co. I, 504th Prcht Iaf,
(17) Pvt. Thowas E, Lane, Co. H, 504tk Proht. Tnf,

(18) The strength and casualbies o each 1if% by units during the entire
campaimn is sho'm in a2 table printed st 3 later stzge of this history.
Casualtfes later in the caupaign were so extremely light that Tisures in this
table give a fair picture of lessous inm the first sowcalled CIE’RILLA J4REFARE.

(19) The Comaand Party brousht on the MOUROVIA one 2/ 4o Commend and
Recomnaissance Car, four 1/4 ton trucks and tuc 1/4 ton trailers; and the third
Lift brought in the plapes =ith it twenty—two 1/4 ton truclks, =ll heing a part
of the Division's orzsuic trsnsnortatiocn. '

(20) A nots will be added here o complete 2 shtatenent of the transportation
available to the Divieion on its woveuent from Gels to Travani. In addition to
the Transportation brousht by the Comuand Party =und the Third Lift, the 505th
CT, then situated vest of Ribera, received on Juls 19th =% Licata eichteen 1/4
ton trucks of its organic trsnsportation. On July 19, Co. B, &7th Q Truck .,
was attached to the Division, making availehle forky-si: 2-1/2 ton trucks Ffor
transportation and supply. Frow time to tiwe during the pericds of their at-
tachment, other transnortation was ohiained from the 62nd Armored, 34th and 77th
'FA Bns.

(21) . ©T 39 and 83rd Chem. Ba. had been atbached o the Division July 17.
The.34th FA Bn., the 62ad Armored P4 Dn., the st Brna, 77%h FA,, and a detachment
of the 56%th Medical Bn. were ettacked July 18th.

(22), During the day CT 39, lst Bn, 77tk ¥A, the 62°d Armd TA Bn., and the
3rd Rn. Bn, werc rolicved from attachment to the Divieion, GF 39 followed COT
504 into pen i, vhence it advanced on Castslvetrsno the nent day and occupnied it .
at noon, '

(23) 2nd Lt. Vernon P, Ellis, Co. G, 307tk A/B fngr.
el

Pvt. Georae Cu Phillips of the same osrganization wmunde
near 3anta Minfa, '

fna., wrs "illed and
hile resoving mines

(24) On the 21st and 22nd, Co. %W, 27 7 Truck Pp. end the 20%h “ngr.  Ba.
were attachod to the Division. '

(25) & battery of Zour 75mm puns wos “ound afher s surrcndsr at one of
the firing positions with 155 emoby sholl casaa wcarhys A bettory of six SOwmm
guns wags found ot enother poeition with ~hovt 12 casae; and a MiSmm btry. Fired
several salvoes from the position southwest of the cltys Thorec is some dispute
asto the reagon Tor the inaccuracy o7 the eriemy fires It was without effcct,
except to force a hal+t and deployment, although his observation was porfest and
his targets 2t short ranze.

_ (26) 3se the accompanying table for a day-byeday count on +the reristration
of prisomcra,

(27) Until the occupatior of Tropani, the Pavs had heen extrensly limited
1n'k1nd, aud even that ebtained only by the e at orte—the morning's
rations of'ten not arriving until late in the cvoning, - R

Prior to the reorsanization of +be Division, wowhers of the first two lifts
had only onz X and one D ration, nlus what they could forape, or what was piven
some individuals by wembers of other unita. At “ela, Tortunately, C rations were
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‘ obtained, and C and K Rations ccanstituted the sole fare from there to Trapani.
Thereafter,, U Rations were obtained, and supplemented by captured supplies.

(28) BSee the accompanying table far a list of vehicles captured and
their assignment to units.

(29) See table below.

LIST F IRISONERS

. The number of prisoners, officers and men, taken day by day during the
western campaign and rounded up from the Trapani and nearby garrisons during
the three successive days were as follows:

DATE NO. FRISOERS
July 19 818
20 745
21 1515
22 19
23 898
21 1741
25 3268
26 2291
CTotal - - 1h.265

‘The number rounded up during the periocd July 27--4ugust 15, in the course
of a general recommsissance of western Sicily, were 82 officers and 4127 en-
listed men,, or a total of 4210, Adding Hhis to the sum of the figures above,
it is sharn that a grand total of 15.47% prisoners were iaken during the cam~
paign, by organic elements of the Division alone,

CADTURED VEUICIES

List of capbtured motor vehicles, and their distribution to unitsa:

Unit .. We Y/ h---3/1 1--1 1/2 2u=3 Amb, Total
307 Enzra 3 2 7 12
MP Plate. 1 1 ' 2
7822 Ord 1 3 1 5
505 CT 6 3 3 3 2 17
504 CT 15 3 I 1 1 2l

Total 26 12 9 12 3 62
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. SECTION 24 HOSth Farcchute Infuntry Reports

L

HEDGUARTERS 505TH JARACHUTE INFANIRY
A. B 04 #4699, U, 5. aHY,

oy FIeiD
sugust 14, 1943

SUBJECT: AIRBURNG al3aULT QrERATIONS,

T3 Comnand ing General, 824 sirborne Division.
i

”

k411 unita departed from take-off airdromes in North Africa in aceor-
dance with plans scheduled. '

_;:Qrw The Headguarters and Ceoamard Derial dropped approzimt ely ten miles
South of VITTORIA, 30 miles fron its assigned Drop Zone. Omall groups af
fighters were @ ganized during the aight, and ot dayligit, enemy ghrong-points
and pill-boxes werse abtacked whercover found. Some small groups werked South
to the beaches and roundered direct nssistance in the landing of the 45Tth
Divisicn. One group consisting of the Combat Team Commandsr, Colonal GAVIN;
the 8-3, Major VANDERVOURT; the Adjutant, Cuaptain IRELAID, and threo culizted
ren capsured one prisoner who later escaped. They then moved weat, and af borr
a brief engagement in which one parachutist was killed, and four casualitics
inflieted on the enemy, succeeded in joining the 45%h Divisicn at 0240, D plus
one, at which finme the reorganization o' the Combot Team wos initiated by the
Combat Toam Commander. 4 group of approximately forty ren of the Headquarters
Serial, urder the ccmmend of Headquerters Commandunt (Lt, He I SWIGLER),
oceupied high key torrain commanding the main rosd not leading inland from tle
45th Diviejion. This group destroyed one armored vohicele which was attempting
o move to the beach and preventsd the retivement of the enemy forees inland
from the Teach after the nssault hed bwen begln by the 4Hth Division. They
captured five officers and ninety-six men vho vere abtenpting to retire iniand

. fream the beach defense. slso, it reduced soveral pill-boxes and eaphured a
large amount éf cnemy matoriel, ineluding auching guns. Ihree parachuto. en-
listed men were killed in the action of this group. This group rejoined the
Combat Team on D plus one (il July), in tiae to participate in the-avtack. on.
encryy positions om BIAZZ0 RIDGL. . ' ‘ '

w5 The First Battalion Serial landed approximately four niles South of
NTSCEMI, and was immefiately engaged by the. enemy. Captnin CAYRE and forTity-
five men attacked end capbured an Ttalian gorrison, baking twensy-iWo I iSonerse
During this attuck four perachutists were killed, An advance was coatinued
until the FIRST DIVISION was joined. Upon joinimg the Sccond Batitelion, 1OTH
DNPANIRY, the attack was resumed with them, The enemy counber-ubbacked with
tanks at 1130, causing a withdrawal of sare of thwe troops mriticipating. The
parachute troops held thsir ground and succadsd Lm knosking ouf several of the
attacking tanks. Lt. Colonel ARTHUR ¥F. Gudllll perscnally moanned an anti-~tank
launcher in this defense and knoelod -out o funy efore he was killeds The
atiack was later resumed and the First Batt . iion continued to fight with the
16TH INFANTRY until relieved to join its own Cormloat Team. A portion.of the
First Battalion Serial landed approvimctely fift, miles Basb of Gilhs ocanpied
and held the town of HUTO. 4« detocinent of twelwe men assisbed in the eaphbors
of RAGIHA. Further estimete of thoir combat achnivities is nod known at pro-
sente. Major WINTON, The Battalibn Bxceutive Off fcer,, wea outstandinrg in,
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. assisting the organizetion of the Battalion whik under Tirae, refusing to be
evacuated despite a wrenched knoe recoived on land ing,

be The Second Battalion Serial landed South of RAGUSA, approxmately
forty kilometers from the scheduled Drop Zone. At the tire of the jump the
entire serial was being harrassed by small arms fire, several men being killed
in their chutes, Irmediately upon landing, reorganization was started, uith
the aid of pdtrols searching for small iseclated groups the complete Serial was
intact by 1200 hour, D day. At 0900 on D day, the Battalion began to clean up
the strong-point and the area near 3. CROCE-CAMERINa. During this action, two
officera and six enlisted ren were killed, Forty-five Italians,, a quantity
of small arms and amrmnitio were captureds 48 soon as this strong concen-
tration had been completely wiped out, the Dbattalion worked toward the South
and set up a defensive position on the outskirts of 3. CROCE-CaAMERING over-
- Jooking the sea. “"E" Company, acting as an advance guard in. this action, en-
coumntered fire from the city. They immediately went into an organized attacke
The city was teken after a shart but hard fight. The company captured 144
Italians, one 47mm anti-tank gun, 13,600 rowds of rechine gun ammnition, 330
grenades and enough rifles and carbines and equipnent to equip an Italian
Battalicn. YThis Battalion also captured a strongly held point East of 8
CROCE-CuMERIN:. The Batvtalion waa under the cammand of Major .uLL.d(AI\JDLR.: July
.11 was spent in nore conplete reorganization, and contact was made with
Regimental Headgquarters. The evening of the 1llth they left the area, marehed -
through CAMERING FaSS; and care in c¢ontact with zen of the 45th Division, out-
side of the town along the coast, They mssed through VITTORIA and moved into
bivouac about 1500 hour on the 12th, joining the rest of the 505th Corbat Tean:

5e The Third Battalion Serial, upon approaching the coast to turn inland
over its Drop Zoms, was turaed by the air Gorps out to sea again, less "I" -
Company, "I" Company, less one plane, landed cn its Drop Zons and fully
“accomplished its missicn in addition to ;yeducing pill-boxés and a blockiouse,
and taking prisoners. The rcmainder of the Ard Battalion Serial, on its
second pass was dropped at 0025, well scattered in an arca about 3 1/2 niles
Southeast of 4l.iTE RIVER. Bightv-five men of "G Company were assenbled withir
an hour, under their Company Corriander, and with little resistance reached a
point of high ground where the coastal highway crosses the aCaTE RIVER. Forty-
five ren of the SJorial under Li., wILLIS joined forward elements of the 180TH
INFANIRY and were exployed as assault troops, and succeeded in reducing strong
eneny 19_0311:10113 in front of the 45th Division, ILt. WILLIS and two men verc
killed, Sixty men of the Serial with the aid ¢f three guns, "C" Battery,
L56th Field artillery, were the first troops into VITTORIs, They reduced an
Ttalian. gerrison, approximately eight prisonars were taken besides numerous
vehicleq, small arms, and other stores. In this action: It., EARRIS was cap-
tured and held prisoner in the Italian-curatel for a period of several hours.
During this time he sucececeddl in convine ing the deefenders of the ineffectivenes:
of their defense and their inability to cope witls the advancing troops of the
5th Division. As a result of this, the Italian Comvand ing Officer raised the
vhite flag and surrendered approximately cighty men and muerous small arns
and other storea, after local night fighting cn? patrolling the remainder: of
the 3rd Battalion Serial was assernbled and reargmnized and eguipment gathered
during the hours of daylight on:D daye. Efforts o make corb act with the rest
of the 505th Corbat Tean, were nade to no avail. 4% 1900 hour, D day, the
Serial Commander with 180 ren and & Ticors, set out toward VI’ITORL; for the
purpose of orientation. Upon: reachmg the GELL~-WITTORL. highway,, about five
miles Northeast of VITTORIL., -the unit was hal ted, . Colonel GAVIN appeared in
the area about 0600, D plus’ onc, and ordered the unit to riove toward GELA.
They then participated in the actiom on BIA Z0 R:!DGL.

H

6. Company "BY, 30?th Engincer Eatta.lion-

- aw The first plane'q.oad, first platoam, . Company "B", 307th Enginesrs,
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was forced down in Horth Afriea, amd toock off alone later on. They jumped ab
0022,, July 10, and lended six kilomsters South of COMISO, There they assembled
and started in a southerly difection at 0400,  They traveled three kilomsters
and encountered shell firs from the sea and dyg in. They met a group from ble
3rd Battalion, going North, and joined. them and travelled until 1400. They
left the Srd Battalion and headed Viest where bthey ret the 180TH IIFANIRY and
dug in ‘for the night along hlghway 115 at a point about five niles Northwest of’
VITI®R Ihs The Combat Team Cormander: rioved the ren frod that point at ab00,.
July 11, and ‘they were joined by 'G" Company, 505th Pwachute Infantry, ’.Ih;ay
started fighting under Mojor HAGAN at 1030, in which engagenent Lt, VEXLER ~ -
and several enlisted men were wounded, They rémiined under the 3rd Battalion
until re joining the Ingineer Corpony at 1930, July ll. The sccond and third
plansloads, first platoon, Compuny "B". 307th Lngincers, landed at 0025, July
10, fifteen milcs Northeast of Drop Zong. aAsserbling on the ground, one plane
load from Company "4, 505th Rarachute Infantry, was red ond forces joineds .
From time of asserbly until 0430, a search was made for the assigned Drop Zone
and accemplishment of their mlssiono During the search, telegraph and tele-
phone wires were cut, bub they were wnable to locate themselves in relation

to the Drop Zone., It was decided to dig in 4% a crossroad and wait for morning.
At 0530, a Ge:c'man motoreyele eontaining three passengers pulled up to the '
crossroads and stopped. The passengers were killed. JAnother motorcycle
arrived 15 minutes later and was likewise caught under fire and ‘the occupants
killeds Thoe men were then assembled and moved out in the general direction of
the Drop Zore. Flve of this group were separated when they went o pick up
two equlpment chu'bas which were spobted a half mile away.. The remoinder cone-
tinued on and took up a position on ground commanding the two valleys. Heye
contact was made with elements of "G' Company, 505th Farachute Infantry, and.
defensive positions were set up. uring the afterncon, 2nd Bavtalion, 180TH
INPANTRY, L5th Division arrived at the hill. The mon fram "B* Compmny, 307th:
Ingineers, and men from "A" Compeny. 505th Parachute Infantry attached theme
gselves to 2nd Battalion, 180TH INFANIRY, and remained with them for three-
nights and two days.. During this perlod of time =2dditicnal parachutists ;
drifted in and becare mrt of their organization. On the 13%th, comact was
made through patrols with the 505th Joubat Team Headquarters and a nwr ch was
made to that pos :Ltlon., where they agam game under control of "bhc,:l.r Coupany
‘Cormander

Be  The second and third platOOhS Jmlped at 002% on July 10,
approx1mately five kilometors South of SIS0,  Flatcons were ordered o
assorble and move toward objoetive. The Company Cormmnder and one sergeant
lefft Drop Zow immediately cnd procecded Nortlwest, assermbling all men en-
countered. " They joined Lt. SwINGLLR and a group of Headquarters personnel
at dawn, about four miles Northwest of the Drop Zone. Ieaving the bulk of the
men at a farmhouse, Captain JOHNSON and eight nen went on patrol, where they
encountersd opposition consisting of three pill-boxes at a crossroads, During
the encounter with the pill-boxes they wrecked a German persennel carrier,
towing 2 tenk., One German vas killed and three were capbured, After also
killing a German motcreyelist and a dispatch cerrier, the eight men were
foreed to ratlre by three tanks,' One man was wounded during the encounte:
They withdrew to a position in a field and gothered the remainder of th@lf
forces which had been left undér It. SUINGLIR., The group set up a position
on top of two'small hills, with an all around defense. It was plamued to
rove the ontire forcé to the beach that night. .t about 1530 one battery
of the 288th Italian Field irtillery Battalion approached the hill on which
the defensive position was located. The sutire battery was captured, Gon-~
sisting of four officers and approximately one hundred enlisted men. They
then set up prisoner of war straggler posts, They sent out patrols to locate
a radio with which to comtact all their forces at their Drop Zone and did so/
at 2000, July 10, turning their prisoners over to the ABth Divigion, Tiney
bivouacked at the Drop Zone until 1700, on July L1, They joined the 3rd
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Battalion, 505th Farachute Infantry, for an attack on enemy Northwest of
CVITTORIAs Lbte RIFFLE and three enlisted nen were killed ard several cnlisted
men were wounded in jbhis encountera

7. The Lotion ot BIaz20 RIDGE:

A prolonged engagement tock place on the RIAZZ0 RIDGE on the
VI'TOR IA-GELA highway about two miles East of the ACATE RIVER om U plus one.
This affair, judging by the intensity of the fighting and the results
accomplished, appears to be the only engagerent of magnitude participated in
by the Combat Team during the landingd.

@e At 0600 the morning of D plus one the Combat Team Commander and
&3 proceeded West on the GELA road from VITTCORIA to obtain control of any
parachute trocps that might be found, determine what, if any, enemy troops
" were between VITTORIA and GELA, and move all available parachute troops West
to join the lst Division as per plan. About two hundred men of the 3rd
Ratsalion under the command of Najor KRAUS were located near the road aboub
eight to ten miles West of VITTORIA, About two miles Viest of their bivouac
a group of forty men of "L' Company, L80TH INFANTRY and twenty parachubists
were found. A% this point individual soldiers stopped the Combat Team
Gormander and informed him thet enewmy troops were to the Vest. and astride
the road.. Continued gquestioning of those who professed 0o know the enemy
situation failed to disclose any specific informetion of his location..
strength or dispositions.

. Be. The Commanding Officey and 5-3 continued West to the railroad
station about one mile East of BIAZZO RIDGE where a point reconnaisgance wag
made, At this point a German Officer and private suddenly came around the
" egorner in a motorcycle and were capbured. Tle vy made no effort to resist
capture and appearsad to be guite disgusted with the lack of registance being
offered by the Italian troops, but refused to give any informetion regarding
their own troops. The twenty nearby parachutists: under the cammnd of Lite
WEXLAR were ordered forward at once and the Combat Team 5-3 was sent to the
rear to bring Major KRAUD and his men and to go to the 45th Division Command
fost. Here ko was to send o message to tle 1st Division and the 82d Division
. informing them of the Combat Team plan to advance West along the GELA highways

' ., Le The twenty parachutists under the camand of Lb. WEITAR ar-
rived promptly and after being given the situation were moved in the direchiom
of BIAYYO RIDGE. They were ordered to proceed West to the alalb RIVER and
were accompanied by the Combat Teum Commanding CEficers Several hundred yards
shart of the Ridge they came under small arms fiwe coming from the Ridgee.

They continued to advance driving the enemy to the {lest. Upon reaching the
top of the Ridge they met intense small arms and mortar fire that stopped
their advahee . Here they were ordered to dig in and hold until the arrivad
of the Pattalien, ' ‘ '

_ d. At approximately IOCO the 3rd Battalion group. consisting of
about 200 men, arrived at the railroad station umder the command of la jor
HAGANS. The COI-r;ba-t Team Commanding Officer outLimed the situation ta Major
HAGAN and directed him to proceed Weat along the GELA Road to the ACATE RIVER,
here to reorganize and move forward on Combat Temm orders Rolls wers droppeds
orders issued, amnd the battalion moved out., By this fime it was estahlished
through contaet with the I8OTH IWFANIRY that the regiment was held up on &
Line generally parallel to the GELA higlway amd. SSoush of that road. They had
been ungb_le to advance. Upon: the departure of tkhe batizlion & small cambal
team reserve of ahbout three sduads was made up. Later in the day the forty
men fram "1" Company, 180TH INFANIRY, joined thits unit..

i




8, The attack of $he 34, Batta],n.on contn_nued west with some losses from
small arms fire until about nobn., &b this time it had advanced about one milei
Only German troops Were encountered and a number vere wounded, killed and cap-
tured early in the fight. -From there it was deternined thet the enery forece
consisted of one battalion of the Derman Goering Division. It was evidently
within supporting distance of another battalion and a large number of tarks.
About noon tho Germans counterattacked with tanks inflieting heavy losses on
our attacking infantry., I&jor Hagan wes wounded and evacuated and liejor Krauge
vwho had arrived took cormand of the battalion. COrders were issued by the Combat
Tear Cormand ing Officer to the reserve to dig in on BIAZIO RIDGE, #It appearsd
evident that the Ridge-dconinated the area between the ACATE River and VITTORIA
and its loss wouwld seriously jeopardize the landings of the 45th Division. IV
was deca.ded teo hold the Ridgs at 21l cost and If the btanks entered the defense
to destroy the infontry sccompanying them. Pecause of the loss of eguipment
during the drop thare were few rocket launchers present. By noon one 75um
howitzer had arrived, about an hour later 'nwther rxrrmrecl and by the end of the
day there were thrcc, presant.

_i_’_. Shortly after noon Captain Ireland of the Oombat Teonm Staff was
sent up as liaison party for & 155mm Betitalion amd a Navy 5 inch liaison party.
They did splendid work and about three o'clock viere firing upon the knowmn German
asserbly areas and positions. By this tine all of the lounchers except three
had teen destroyed and the tanks were within 50 yards of the Combat Team Cormand
Fost. The 45th Division also sent up two 57mm anti~-tank guns. One 75un gun
from the 456%h Field Artillery Bettalion engaged and destroyed one of the at-
tacking tanks. The attacking forees withdrew and appeared to be regroupmg and
reorganizing about 1000 yards to a nmile in front of the rldga. ‘

g.. Ihformation was received at 1800 that Regimental Hoadquorters Come
pany, 505th Forachute Infantry, under the cormand of Licutenant Swingler, with
some Engineers 'of "3 Company,- had besn located and would arrive by 2000.° 4t
about the same time a company of tanks (11) arrived, Crders were then issued
for a counter-attack to be made at 8:30 (2030) employing Regimental Headquarters
Company, the availadble engineers and the tank campuny supported by all available
artillery firc. The mission given the attacking foree was 3o attack andldestroy
all eneny to the front, advancing far enough to permit evacuation of our dead
and wounded, and then to organizs a further defense around BIAZZA RIDGE.

. 'he The atbtack junped off at about 8:45. Very hoavy mortar and artile
lery fire was brought to bear on the attacking troops and on ‘the Ridge. The at-
tack was eontinued tlrough the eneny position, inflieting heavy losses in men -
and eglipment upon him. - TWenty-two dead bodies and many wounded were recovercd.
The Germans witk¥drew in apparent confusion, leaving many dend and wounded and
eonsiderable equipment of all types. Four tanks were believed to have been
knocked out, although all but, one were recovered by the Germans during the nlght.)

A ’I‘he following day, the dezd were buried znd those not yet’ found ra-
moved from the battlefield,. All abandoned enemy e quipment was taken up. Our
losseés were forty-three killed and 100 wounded, No equipment was lost. Incly
losses abandoned on the battlefield amounted to about fifty killed., Fifty pri-
soners were taken, all German., Two arrored cars were imocked out, twelved sixz-
ineh Russian nortars captured, besides nany rochine guns, small arms, vehicles
and ammunition dumps. A calibre .50 gun crou of Battery "DU, 456th Field Artil-
lery, is credited with knocking down threc L2 10%'s which strafed and bembed our
positions on the Ridge, The Batfalion Coimnnding Officer confirms the f ¢t that
one’ Was she’c downa ' : . : ‘

>

. _3_. One sect:l.on of Battery "C” 2,L56t1‘i Ficid Art‘ille'r'j;, under command of
Lieutenant Ioren and Scrgeant Thomas, particularly distinguished themselves
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by taking pOSlthHS in the ppen at tho top of BIAZ&O RIDGE and engaging
openly tanks in range. ‘Despite small arms {ire of all types and four rounds
of direct fire from an 88m cannon on & Mark VI tank which the gun disabled,
this crew held their gunh in position even after members of the crew were
‘knocked down by shell congussion. They succeeded in delaying the tanks in
“the attack until sufficient reinforcements arrived to perm:t centinuation of
the attack.

;K/ Thlrd Battalion Nbdleal Seection under Cdptdln IcElroy, and ele-
ments of the Regimontal 4id Station under the Reginentel Surgeow, Capiain
Smith,. and the Assistant nglmewtal burgeon, Lieutenant Uuer, were cutstand-
ing in their intense and devoted performanse of their first aid tasks under
fire of all types. Wounded were removed from the battleficld proptiy at all

times, allowing the uaxinum number of combat troops to be kept in tho engage-

/s/t/ JAMES L. GAVIN,

: R Colonel, Infantry,”
;!24%%uw~;//n ‘ Cormend ing.

A 3R mn PaRLOBTTE INPANTRY
- fﬂ' AFTER. ACT LN 100TORD

R % % ok s

CTHE - FLAN .
The planning for this unit's part of the "HULKY" Operation began in thd
niddle of May, 1943 while it was stationed at OUJDA, FRENCH MORGCCO. The

82d Airborne Division was given the mission of securing the amphibious land-
ing of the ist Division in SICILY by establishing an dirborne bridgehead.

. The lst D1v1810n was to lapd-tetween GELA.and SCOGLITTI at 0255 hours on July
1Cth, 1943 The .greatest threat to the success of this landing was a German
Fanzer. DlVlSlOR c@ncentrJted near -CALTAGIROLE, a Small town -about 15 miles
,1nlandv : -

Tt was determined that the best method of "accomplishing this mission was
o drop a parachute combat team to seize und hold . the road net and surround-
Cing ‘terrain running from CAITAGIRONE teo the sea., - The object wds Vo prevent
the enemy from intercepting the landing of the 1lst Infantry Division. The
,canter of this defense was to be the intersection where the minor road run-
_ hing south from CAITAGIRONE met the main coast road running betWGen GELA and
VITTORIA,

P The combat tesm was mede up to include the 505th Farachute Infantry9 the
3d. Battalion of the 504th Parachute Infantry, the Lh6th Field artiilsry, and
Gompany "BY of the 307th sirborne Zngineers. The tlne sct for thgcirop was
2346 hours on July 9th,- 1943. o

With the mission assigned, a tra1n1ng program was draun up for specia-
lized work to be done during the pericd prior 4o the jump to bedter prepare

.~ us for the fight toc ome. . Thig schedule srovided for both day and night

= urainlng in all necegsary basic subjects such as bayonet fighting, scoubing
- and patrolling, and hand to hand fighting. s the period pregressed, small
unit. tacties were reviewed-with emphasis pluced on setting up defensive posi-
_tlons at. n1ght=~‘Rdngeu were -xnade available for final zeroing of all weanons.

The reglnental pldns and trLlnlng section developed a standard plane
lcadlng plan for both oquipnent wnd porsonnel which was tried and accepted.




Battalion combat toais werd drganized end begon training as such. Fech one
exeeuted a practice parachute Jump with their full ccmbat loads, stressing the
method of assembly and the tactics of defense. The entire combat team partici-
pated in e dry run of - the actual operation during the latter part of June. In
this problem only jumpmasters jumped working from jump patterns already on the -
ground, Sand table replicas of the operational terrain were made and studled 1in
conjunction with aerial photographs.

The training area was in the wind swept, Qusty valley eight miles north of
QUJDA. The terrain was generally flat and rocky with little or no vegetation.
There was some hilly ground to the west and this was ubilized as much as pos-
sible. The temperature was the grestest training obstucle, often reaching 120
degrees. "

The f irst days of July, the combat team moved by plane to the vicinity of
KAIROUAN, TUNIGIa. Here esach battalion combat team was bivouacked near the air-
field where its planes were bansed. The week just prior to the zetual operation
was spent clearing up supply and administrative details. The eperation was' . |
gone over in more detail with the help of better scerinl photograrhs and maps.
Equipment and weapons were given the final touches, The air Corpssprovided
training in the use of their rubber life rafts and other safety devices. '

The morning of the 9th of July was spent in loading the equipment bundles
in the para-racks and the drop testing of them. During the afternoon the men
rested and dressed for combat. sfter the evening meal the Company Commanders -
gathered their men around them and gave them final instructions and the pass
word, DIveryone, less the rear eclelon, then noved by truck to their planes.
1ast minute conferences were held between jumpmasbters and pilots and the take
of f started at 2020 hours. ' ‘ :

THE a4IR CORIS NGLE

"5,

™~ . The combat team was flown in the planes of the 524 Wing, which was broken
downt into five serials. The Third Battalion Serial was flown by the 31ith
Group, the 504th Battalion Serial by the tith Group, the First Battalion Serial
by the 313th Group, the Hoadguarters Serial by the 316th Group and the Second
Battalion Serial by the 6lst Group., ZBach serial was to fly as an individual
unit on a definite planned time schedule, The flight plan consisted of a ren-
dezvous over TUNISIA, then east to tle Island of MalTa, then northwest to SICILY
and along its southern coast to the point east of GLLA where cach group turned.
north over the LAGO DI BIV.RRE to their drop sones, Here the parachutists were
to jump when the pilots turned on the green jump light.

This drop plan however did not matericlize for several reasons. 4 strong
west wind developed ranging between 20 and }0 miles per hour and literally blew
the planes off their course whercupon the pilois lost their direction. Strong
anti-aircraft fire was encountered along the coast and at the cross roads in the
drop area which also drove the planes off the course. 4s the result the Combat
Team was spread over an area sSixty five miles wide. :

Stone fences, roeck piles, and olive trees covered the area in which mo st
men landed. A large number consequently were seriously injured on the jumpe
Leg and ankKle injuries were the most coammon, howsver one soldier broke his back
on landing, The rugged nature of the terrain also madeo the assembly plan more
difficult. o

éﬁ : o THE FIRST FIVE Da¥

‘The First Battalion Serial which was supposedl to ﬁe dropped just northwest
of the crossroads above GELA was well scattered., 4 group of three hundred earz
twenty were dropped three miles_northwest'ofhthe city of AVOLA on the easter.
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const af the Island. . Small groups were orgnnized, found their egquipment, and
became invelved in seversl sial] skirmishes with the Itsulians. The individual
groups were assembled at doylight and s ttacked the town of AVOLA., sfter some
short skirmishes with the enemy, contact vag made with the EBritish, This group
then moved to the outskirts of the eity :nd set up a defonsive position. The
next day was spent in rcorga*nzntlon and. the evacuation of the wounded., On
July 12th this group- suarted marching toward GELA in an effort to rejoin the
Combat Teary, Upon - their arrival in NOTO 'bhuy reccived word that the Pritish
were ordered by -allied Foree Hesdquorters. to evacuate all parachutists in that
ares that had been cut off from their unit., This was done from embarkation
points south of aVOLA. Vhile enroute the parachubists acted as guards for
Frisoners of War who were also being evacuated, Debarkation of this group was
mede at SOUUSE, TUNISILA, and thoy wore then sent overland to KalROU Another
group of this same serizl was dropped sbout two miles nortleast of 'bhulr actual
drop zone and landed in a well fortified nrea,.., Several Sl\.iI'LJlShLS developsd '
immediately and before the group could beeome oriented they were pinned down by
firc, The next night parts of -this groun - ‘started moving south., On July 1lith,
the main body was attacked by several German tanks, 4 stiff fight developed

" and the Battalion Corypinder, Lisutenant Gelonel Gorlmn vins killed, Farts of

the 16th Infantry joined this group at this time and todc up the fight with

‘anti-tank weapons. On the 13th the Battmlion L}'@.C‘.utleG Officer, Ihjor Wintwn,

ngsembled the group and awaited the arrival of the “ombdt Team on the 14th,
Qe plane of this scrial Bearcho& for their drop zore and finally returned

- without dropping for lack of gasallnca spother plane cquppérl thelr parac hu’;--

ists near MARINA DI RaGUS..

‘ 'The Third Battalion Serial was dropped at 0030 hours in hotween SCOGLITTI
and VITTORTA, The men assembled in. srmll groups and due to the wifamiliar ter-
roin were wnable to orient themselvos, - The ecrly hours of the morning were )
spent in searching -for equiprient bundles. A provisional battalion cormund post
was set up about  two.miles-north of SCOGLITTI at 0345 hours, ZIatrols were sent
out in an effort to contuet the other: battaliond, 4 defensive position wae
organized and the. snlvage of equipment began. at 1900 hours a group of one
hundred and sixty men storted larching toward VITTORIA leoving a solvoge crew
of twenty nen behind, after marching two miles. the Battalion Commn nder, ¥Major
Krause, contacted the Rogimental Bxepgubive OFf icer who direcied the Batt‘ lion
to bivouse for the night.about four wiles west of VITTORIA on the GELA Hoad.
Another. gr oup of this same Bgttalion congisting of about sixbty men mpved vigat
during the first night and set up o defensc on & hill eleven miles west of VIT-
TORI&e Fore they remmined until they joined the corbat tenm on July 13%h,
Several other. small groups contacted the snciy along the road to VITTORIL from
BCOGLITTE bub only small skirmishes developed, Eventuslly these men found )
thelr way to Hlll 125 vhere the Goitbat Team nsscribled,. .

'I‘HE BIAZZI RIDGE Ifuu.TLu

At 0615 hours on July 1lth, the uombat Toam’ uor"_navuder ordered the Third
Battalion group and all others that had assembled to march west on’ therGI,JL*.- _
VITTORI» COAST Road in an effort %o reach the asmg,necl defensive arens wbout
0830 hours at a position approximately eight miles west of VITTORIA the point
of the celuin was fired upon. Under comand,.of the Third Buttallon Ixecutive
Officer the Battalion deployed and moved on to Hill 125 on their right. Al-
ready on the hill were about. twenty. pwockutists Lrom the airborne engmcefs.
The Battalion machine gun platoon wn 'S bruug,“t w\l acrd and a seetion placed on
each f lank. - An attack was made irmedin bely nid by, 0915, hours the enenmy had’ ‘
been driven: out of the Vf'llav to the west. The &lmm iflorgar sbservat ion post
then moved forward, and,with & 536 rad:.oo ”bl“f‘ ortar piatoon leader directed of-
fective fire::on cneny posm tions in build ings 400 =7 urds to the northwest,  One’

-mortar shell 11t on top af what was thought $o. e .q, plllbox and turned out to
‘be a tamk (Mark VI, This tank. then pulled out and Stqrtcd dowmn the, road to

the enewy's reare In a fow rinutes it roturncd’ with threé other tanks whlch




worked their way forward into our positions in the vineyard. Bazcokas were sent
forward but were unable to place effective five. Doth tanks and ground guns
ther laid down heavy machine gun fire which covered our entirve position. A%

this time the assistant mortar platoon leader was killed, the executive officer
seriously wounded. Gasualties were increasing. The tanks advanced to the bhase
of Hill.125 under cover of the enemy machine gun fire but our lines held on the
crests The bazockas held their fire until the tanks were within seventy five
yards and scored two hits. This apparently caused the eneny to be uncertain of
our strength and to withdraw. A4s one tank turned a divect hit was mads on the
rear of the tank which caused it to cateh fire,

One and one half sections of the parechute artillery (75mm howitzer) Bate
talion then moved in%e posiftion behind Hill 125 and delivered fire on ths eneny
positions. One gun was moved to ‘the crest of the hill and then ensued a duel
of heavy caliber fire in which t wo enemy tanks were knocked out. Fire was re-
quested from the 45th Division Artillery and an observer was brought forward,

After adjustment by radio, effective fire was placed on enemy rositions,
Tank support was roquested and it arrived at 1745 hours along with seventy five
more members of the combat teams An atteck was made around sundown in an effort
to recover our Gead and wounded. Company L of the 180th Infantry supported the-
attack from the right flank.

. A request was made through a Navy Liasison Officer for supporting Naval fire,
The coordinates were radiced in and within threc minutes, fire was placed on
the target without adjustment, It appeared as though the enemy was atbempting
an attack at the same time. 120mam mortar fire covered the hill we held and
‘many casualties were inflicted. This was the lost harassing fire yeb received,

The tanks completed their migsion which was a  circuit through the valley %o
our front. Two enemy tanks were knocked out. Our tanks returned to the rear
in their original positiona This attack drove the enenmy conpletely from the

~valleye. The wounded were taken to the ald station and equipment lost in the
valley during the morning was recovered. The position on the hill was then
consolidated and outposts placed for the night, and so ended the 1llth of July..
1943, |

- The Second Battalion Serial was dropped in an area about gix miles north-
west of the smell town of MARINA DI RaGUGA. Complete assgubly was not achieved
until the noon of the 10th. In the newan time swall skirmishes were fought with
pillboxes and machine gun nests and severcl cusualiies reosuléed, 4t 1400 hours,
the battalion moved out toward the beach. Scattercd sniper firc was ensountered
during the march from behind tle rany stone walls which covered the country-
side, The Battalion was held up at one point curoute and 2 Coupany was sent
around the right to flank the enemy position, Uhis Jompany ran into an Italian
Gerrison located about a nile north of IWRINW DI RaGUSA. The garrison was com-
“posed of tWwo barracks and six pillboxes which were all taken after a short fire
fights In this.instance no casualties were sustained. Information was gained
as the wheresbouts of the Combat Team and the Battalion proceeded to march in
that direction through the ST, CROCL CAMERINA and VITTORIA, The unit reached
the crossroads six iiles west of VIMTORIA by the morning of the twellth and re-
joined the Combat Team,

The Headquarters Serial (less the demolition sechtion) was dropped between

‘8T, OROCE CAMFRINA and VITTORIA, The wain body of this serial workad their way
in eswell groups toward VITIORIA and eventually to Hill 125. Several skirmishes
developed involving pillboxes and roadblosks clong the way. The group which was
supposed o be dropped near the railroad bridge threc miles cast of GELA was
 dropped sixty five miles away, just south of LTR&CUSA on the eastern coast, of

the Island., They set up o defensive position around a highway bridge which the
' British later took over. On July 20th, this demplition section was evacuated to
- B0TSSE, TUNISIA, from SYR.CUSA. o

’
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The Third Bottalion of the 504th was scattered from their assigned drop
N zone north amd wost to NISCEMI, 4 large number werc token prisoner by the Ger-
rans in this area, Small groups formed and slowly feought their way back to
- their assigned drop zone and dug in awaiting their regiment.

Company I was dropped on their assizned drop zone at 2349 haurs and pro=
ceaded to accomplish thelr missicns. i part of the Company set up a defensive
position adjacent to their drop zone but ne encmy was encountered. One platoon

of the Company proceeded to the beach to contact the 16th Infantry but met
stiff resistance from an Italian garriscn. & patrel reached the west end cf
the LAGO DI BIVIRRE and 1it the heacon fire to guide the 16th Infantry on their
landing., With these migsions accomplished the pafts of the Sompany withdrew
to the defensive position and awaited the rrrival- cf thé combat team, One
plane of the Company dropped their lead near NISCEMI and was then shet down by
anti-aircraft fire. This group rejoined the Cémpany on July 13th.

July 12th ahd 13th were spent in the burial of the dead and salvaging of
enemy and cur own equipment and recrganization. '

THE RO4LD TO TRAPANI

On July 14th, the Combat Team, after collecting of remmants, moved to a
bivouac area five miles east of GELi. The next tlree days were spent in the
care, cleaning, and inspection of Equipment. On July 18th, the Combat Team
started moving as part of the Division through LICAT: to AGRIGENTO, SCIACCA,

MENFI, and Sal, MARG}-IERI TA.

. On July 23d,. the Third Battalion Ccmmander received erders to alert his
command for a movement as advance guard for the Regimental Combat Toams At 1000
hour, crders cameifo move by truck cn Highway 1135 via PARTANTA, SANTA NINFA,
SALEMI, and CALTAFIMI intc the province and city of TRAPANI, a distance of 45
miles. The Battalicn entrucked and wigh attachments crcssed IF at 1130 hour.
Order of march: "HY Company, "G" Company "Hondquarters" Company, Company ng"

834 Chemical Mortar Battalion, "I Company, andbBattery "o" 456tk Parachute
Fiold Artillery Battalions. Nine demoliticnists from Rogimental Headquartors
Company worce attached to Headquartors Companye ‘The third Platoon of Ccmpany "By
307th Airborne Enginceors, wae attrched to the point for the purpesc of datocting
apdrréducing mino ficlds and domoliticus, thus sccuring the uninterrupted ad-

vance of tho main body.

Mincd roads woro onccuntered at twe peints north and norihwost of SANTA
NINFA, Engincor crews quickly cleared thosc hozards during sherd haltes Thence
_ theo advance was without incident to o point 10 lm cost of TRAPANI. Hero a group
~was dispatched to capturo some Italian soldicrs who were scon toking cover in a
noorby roilroad tunncls Aftor the proparations for an attack were mada, the
enemy surrcndorod. As the column ndvanced, a party was loft to take conmtrol of
tho prisoncrs and to investigate o radio station which was situnted soveral hun-
drod ynrds to the north of tho highway ot this point. Investigntion showed the
station to bo abandoned and the cquipmont destroyeds. After a- further advance of
about 3 km, the point was fired upon by small arms and machine gun fire origina~
ting from trenches and small pillboxes on the right and left of the read, the
heaviest portion of fire came from the stronger points on the right. The resis-
tatice appeared reluctant to carry the fight and the forward elements of the ad-
vance party rapidly closed in. Seizure was mads without casualties and 110
Ttalian officers and men were taken prisonszrs. 4s the Advance Guard proceeded,
the point was halted by artillery f£ire about % km. east of the city of TRAPANT
at sdbout 1500 hours.  The artillery fire appsarcsd to be coming from the high
ground approximately 1,000 yards north of the road. The point displaced forward
to feel out and recconnoiter the enemy positions and strength. After determining
the enemy to be emplaced in.strong fortified positions on the rcad and high -
ground to the right, orders were issued to detruck, deploy and move forward to
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ready positions in preparation for a coordinated attacic against the enemy posie
tions. This movement continued rapidly with the poiat displeacing forward.

At approximately 1545 tho Company Commandeors were given their missions with'
imperative instructions that ths advance be rapid and all covpred approaches be
utilizeds The disposition of the Battalion Combet Team wae ae Tollowss "yt
Company to move forward on the left of tho rosd with the rond as a right houn-
dary; "I' Company on ths right; Headquarters Company in support of "G" Company
in roserve. The plan was to soize nnd destrdy cnemy installations on %ho high
ground and thoresfter 4o move forward on TRAPANI, . Line of doparturc was a north-
sast-southwost line through the hangars at MILO ATRFORT, Jump off was immodiate
and advance was swifte Supporting fires wero called for from 105%3; 75's, and
chemical mortars which woere reeoived afior soms delaye Buomy artillsry from
positions montionod above incresscd and was joined by howvy calibor, £lat trae
jectory cxplosive firs Which soomad to originato 4t a point southwost of the
airport. et ‘ :

The advance of the assault companies was swift and well contrelled and cs-
sentially aided by the dominiting nceurate firo laid down by the light machine
gun platoon, haragsing tho cnomy to tho oxtont that this roturn Pire was inoffacw
tivos Actions of the LMG Platoon in this opeoration was suporiors Good altere
nate gun positions wore uscd.

Fricndly counter—hattery firc could be heard frem tho 75mm and Chomicnl
Mortar positions in an erchard dbout 1 km. to tho roar. First supporting firas
wero registerod by the 456th Ficld Artillery Battalion and continuod throughout
the assault. Theugh neeossarily in closo proximity throughout to our forward
sloments,. the firo foll with groat acouracy on onomy targots.

_ At 1605, the Company Communder of Hemdguartors Componyg was summoned by tho
Battalion Commandor, thon at an obscrvetion post, to bo given the mission for tho
8lmm Mortar Platoon. As tho forward movamsnt continuod rapidly, it -assumed o
northwostorly dircction toward ths gun smplacomonts on tho high ground to the
nerth of the ronds A group moving west on tha highuny cnecounterod o roadblock
and pillbox mannsd by twonty of thoe onecigys  The group firod soveral rounds and
the cnomy surrondercd. Fire was immedintoly plaecd from the captiwred guns
against the positions on the hill. This fire was maintained until it was msked
a short time later by "I' Company closing with the enamy.

The attack continued, "I" Company gaining their objechives Hnemy resistance
then ceased and the Battalion quickly reorzanizad. Company "I" was assigned the
mission of mopping up enemy installations and Becuring garrisons and stores on
the hill. Thie nission yielded 52% prisouers including one Maval sarrison con—
talning large stores of naval explosives, torpedces, etce (partly wrecked by the
enemf);“12u90mm field, pieces, ammunition, smll arms, etc.

,-Néienemy;inflicted casualties were sustnined by this unit dus to the
inability of the enemy artillery to féllow its rapid covered approachs . Throwsh-
out the movement artillery fire fell in and newr the rear elements.

) F R o - . ) .

Tho approach march” formtion contiviued its movement tn Highway 113 into
TRAPANI; order of merch: ""H", Heéndquartoers and " Companies. After advancing
about 1 km. into the city, the Division Commanding Officer halted the column and
the Division GﬁQ‘WGnt f0rwafd and received the ofricial  surrender of the city.

., A% 2000 the Battalion Combat Tonm was orderaed o a bivounc area 2 km. éaét
of the eity on Highway 112, Onoiplatoon given the mission of outposting the cn-
trance to the city, waswieﬁt‘%b‘mﬁinblin order in compliance with tho torme of
the surronder. = - peoL T S , ‘
After the capture of TRAPANI, the Combnt Toan paﬁfollqd the city and surrounde
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ding areas. Training wos conduciod whensver it could be done in conjunction
with the guard work. 4 Batialicn problem was hold on the terrnin to the onst
and proved profitableo. On 4 t 20th tha Combtnt Tesm moved back by plane to

o Ty

AFRICA and so ended the Campaign in SICLLE, |
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SUBJECT: AIRBORNE ASSAULT OPERATIONS - 9-14 July 1943,

' - P ., c s , S o TR Y
To ¢ Commanding General, 824 Airhorne Divisiorn. /\i\ o K
I JAY
k)
wF% _GENERAL
Yﬁm,_,w~”wm
v This is8 an informal raport on the activiticg of the 34 Battalion,

504+th Parachute Infantry, pmticipating with Comtat Team 505 in the initinl aire
borne assault operations in SICILY dwring tho poriad 9-14 July 1943,

P, The first plano-londs of elenmonts of the 3d Battalion, 504th Para—
chute Infahtry, oporating with Combat Teanm £05, wero droppad in SICILY about |
1150 on the night of § July 1943, scattorcd over an area approxiratoly €0 miles
widsc, southeast and east of PISCZMI to PACHINO in the southeast +ip of the is—
land, 8ix planc-londs were not accourted for, and from ~nothor -10 planes, only
1 to 5 mon werz loeated during inilinl operations. Groups assemblod ard organi-
zed as best they eould, and atfteartod to controt othor groups abd move toward

scheduled drop zonos or ronch %he Battalion Command Poate. '

sy llany isolvtod ecloments, seattered in the British aren of operations,
atiached themgolvos %o Camdinn forces, worked nnd fought with them, ard some
werg ovacurted by tho British to tho coest mandpicked up by Major Bsall on 10
and 11 July, In the dmorican esoctor, isolated mon ~nd-groups attached them
salves to Sevonth Arny Unite and fought with *hem until able to contaot the Bate
talion, Tho size of groups asgemblad, ranged from 6 to 107 mon, ths latter num-
ber being reached aftor saveral days of action.

Sirwip;, Gonorally, it appoared that the TC planes had bocome widely dispersod,
cithor ae the result of poor navigation or by scparation from formitions in tho
face of heavy Ack-Ack. Plans-loads were dropped overywhercs Somo wore ongaged
whilo landing, most within zn hour or so later ~s+bhe nen loeatod or were locne
ted by thd snomys Vory little docisive fighting ocowrred during darkness of
night 2-10 July, but early on the 10th, as officers wore able Lo Masenbls man,
cach grovp did what it ¢ould, endoavoring to reach Battalion obiechbives or the
Command Poat, knocking out whatover enemy resistonce was found snroute, or cone
splidating with othor groups for coffensive ncbion at vital pointa,

i It is noteworthy that operstions of the many Battalion IrOUPs were Ccon-
ducted in spite of tho aavera loss. of key porsonnsl during the night landings.
It was lator doternined that initinl losses included all Company Commanders, all
let Sergeants, excopt one, 211 the Battalion Staff except Major Beall, all com-
munication oxcept fowr rumners nnd one 511 oporator, ang all supply section NCO's
excopt one artifficer. Many & thwso misaing men wmay have boen evhoweted and nay
possibly turn up lator. ' o '
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[ ACTION VICINITY NISCEMI -

gi?i»Lieuionhnt dainas. . Otts Tho group with Licutenant Oty landed Jelals ¥
© est of all to schodulat Jrop Zone, approximatoly 1% miles away from it, falling
" noar an’orchard. Aftor landing, ho mamged to assenblo approxinmately 15 men,
some injwrcd, and sot out with thom to accorplish hig.mission, that. of covoring
right flank of the Battalion, which Yo thought was in position as schoduled. Hc
novoed north townrdmhouse, found that ccocupants were friondly, and loft 4 injure
troopers thoree ULisutenant Ott thon orionted himeolf in relation to NISCEMI by
questioning the Italimns. From about 0200 of 10 July, he patrolled the area 4o
the eaat and got oxact bearings for road to NISCEMI, ' S

~secondnry road to NISCHMI and come 5 miles southeast of NISCEMI, Lioutemnt
Colonel Kouns, with 9 men, vwas in position on a hill. Early on the mornita of

- 10 July, Lisutemut Ott working onst, joined hia group to that of Lieutonsnt
Coplondl Kouns. In position, thoy saw a column of German Infantry, ostimatod as
ono regiment of the Hermann Gocring Division, moving along the road toward NIS-
“CBMI and turning loft én tho by-pass toward GELA, Lioutenant Colonel Kouns aske
Lieuternnt Ott to go to tho'rond and obsorve. Liscutemant Ott, with 9 enlistod
mon, including a rockot-launcher team, prococded toward tho road, a distance of
500700 yards, covercd by the riflesof Licutenant Celonel Kouns and the remainir
mon. - ‘This was accomplished without obsorvation by the anemy, although thoy had
ma.chine guns in position dominating tho zong, Licutenant Ott ponched d cactus
hoBfeand through an opehing obsorved that tho onemy was taking a- break and thei

N Licutcnant Colonel Charles . Kouns; About £ mile from castewost

‘men wero somewhat scattered. -
Licutonant Ott was seon by a Gormen officor, g he shot him and took a
reckat-launchor from one of his:non and blew a German car to bits, killing three
officers and the driver. German trucks and riflemen openad firos Colonel Kouns

‘and his men direected o covering firc against tho anory as Lioutenmant Ottls group
withdrew by taking quick cover im bamboo and runaning or crawling back through e
vineyard, gétting to a house with three of his mone. . ;

“Udh, B Lisutemant Willis J. Ferrills landing approximately six miles south-
east of NISOEMI, Lieutenant Ferrill and %wo men marched north and, by 0900, 10
July, had assembled 24 enlieted men. A strong defensive position was set up on
‘the high' ground at CASTLE NOCERA, 3 miles southeast of HISCEMI. A patrol sent
out to contact the rest of the Battalion encountered company of Germn anti-
adrerafts In the engagement two Germans were killed snd two captured, but the
patrol was forced to withdraw to the defensive positions. About 1400, 10 July,
about 20 Ttalians attacked the position and were-repulsed, losing 14 of their
force killed and 2 captured, In this engagement Private S. R. Hord killed 7
- Italdans while attacking hostile machine gun positions, erabling his men to use
captired machine gun fire oh rest of enemye At the same time Private Lane killed
four Ttalian riflemen who were protecting the gschine gunse. This engagement
lasted approximately four hours, then the remaining Italians fled, leaving behind
* machine guns, rifles, pistols, ammunition, and transportation. During thennight,
hostile patrols were drivon off with a few shots by the listening posts which had
been established by Liscutenant Ferrill. During the morning of the 11th thare was
ne action. At 1300 Lisutepant Watts contacted Lieutenant Willis Je Ferrill and
that aftérnocn_Lieutenaﬁ%”ﬂaft’s"groﬁp joined Lbieutenant Ferrill.

S Licuberant George J. Watte: About 13 miles southeast of NISCEMI, 14t
Lisutenant George J. Watte had assembled another group of about 15 men by 0830,
and Hod moved to a strategic hill and set up all round defensive positions which
were:maintained July 10-I1. About 1300 on Sunday, 11 July, this group contacted
Lieuténant Forrilits group by radio and moved over to join thems About 1330, 13
July, the group fired on'a column of Gorman Infantry moving northeast toward NIS~
- CEMI with 2 tanks. A fierce fight ensued with the paratroopors repulsing the Ger-
Cmans, killing about 75 and losing 5 of their own men. '
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In this engagementy maps weve captured which proved of great valus
%o the 16%h Infantry, as well as mortars and other cquipment. Privats Lane,
under exposure of heavy eneny machine gun and rifle fire, carried water to 103
of his companions. The group had wined roads surrounding thoir position (HAWKINS
mines) and fought with 3 machine guns, 2 mortars, rifles and 2 rocket~launchers,
pius machine guns which Licuienant Ferrill's men hnd captured, and had plenty
of amnunition. On 14 July, Liocutomant Watt's group cortacted a motorized pat—
rol of the 16th Infantry whe asked that ho hold the pogition to protect the
right flank. Younded and sremy prisoncrs were turncd over to the 16th Infantrys
On 14 July, he located the Pattalion Coswand Post and reported there with ro-
raining 104 men. Captured saterisl included German rocon carsg, valuable modi-
cal supplies, threo 240im Pusoiain mortars, eight Gorman nmachino gung, and a

large quantity of ammunition.

2% Licuterant Frod B. Thorass ‘&bout 5 milos southeast of NISCEMI, 1st
Lisuterant Fred E. Thomes tanded, and at 0200 on tho 10 July, he and £ive sp~ - -
listed mon advancod towerds FISCEMI renching the outskirts of the city about
0330. MNo trcops wero lcecated thore and the group worked thoir way west looking
for the rost of the Battallon. About 1000, 10 July, they onceuntered a~strong
forco of Gorrans which wae under fircs Licutsnant Thoras andhhis group atiacked
the left rear of the Goermens, killing soven Gerrans, losing two deoad and one
wounded of this group. The unidemtificd fricndly foree which had hoen firing
on tho Germans had withdrawn, and Licutenant Thomas was forged to withdraw with
his two romaining men. Lateor that day cight nen from "H™ Company, undor command
bf Private Ferrari, joined Liocutenant Thomas. Tho group of clovan worked its
way to the southeast, several timos buoing subjocted to the firo of artillery
and automatic weapons. On the 4th July, Licutcmant Thoras cano upon alarge
winory, about 10 miles onst of GELA, in which were two scriously injured and
three uninjurcd men of the 16th Infantry. Yhile treating the injured, throo
Gerran tank-mon entered the winery and were capiurcd. However, the winory wae
coveored by two Mark VI Tanks. The:Germans alsc hod a woundod ran, and an agroeo—
nent was reachéd whergby neitheor foree would take prisoncrs, byt would attompt
to procure a doctor to treat tho woundod. An Amoricen Medieal Officer reachad
the group and attended the injured. Becausce their two Mark VI Tanks were too
slow to evadse the advancing Aroricans, the Germans burned them and about 30 in
nunber withdrew on foot towards VITTORIA. Lieutonant Thomes and his group
joined the 504th Combat Toam in the SEIA arca about 1700 on 14 July.

ST, _AQTION NORTHYEST OF BISCARI - (Lizutonant Potor J. Enton)

AT Approxinately 2 miles northwsst of BISCARI, at 2355 on § July, lst
Licutonant Potor J. Baton, "Headquerters Company”, 5d Battalon Mortar Plat oon,
took charge of 3 plancloads tha® landed intact. On tho morning of 10 July, ho
rounded mp all equipmeont and nen he could find and procseded woest toward WISCBMI.

, £##7 At 1200, 10 July, scouts cnecountored 2 Italisnscare towing 47am antie
tank guns. Thoy killed the occupants and took the gunee With this added cquipe
nent, positions wore sot up, mined, and mnnod, with guns covering roads towsrd
BISCARI. Scrgeant Suggs of Hoadquartors Company, and 7 other mon of thot Company
manned thesc guns of which thoy. had no knowledge,  Pore-sighting them, they fired
then like votorans. '

#F7 About 1230, a column of Ttalian motorized infantry, with an il-ton
Ttalian tdnkettg'in load (estinated 2t 2 battnlion beeause it occeupied about 2200
yards on Highway NISCEMI-BISCARI). Sorgeant Suizs snd his men knocked out tho
tankette with their Italian 47enm anti-tank guns snd sordisorganized the foe with
their fire, backed hy their own 8lnn mortars, that thoy rotroatod in confusion.

M Licutorant Eaten, belicvine that tho.encmy Torce after roorganization,

would be too large nnd posscss too ruch Tire pover for his own weapons, which
woers carbines, destroyed the enery cquipnent and withdreow to the south.




On 11 July, Lzeutenant Entour~proup conuacted n Battanlion of 180th

Infqntry and continued to fight with this fores to 12 July, when he learned loe

eation ef thelBattalion C mm&hu Post and joined it in tho vicinity of GETA, It
ig voteworthy that uhrouvh ail this fighting, Lievtenmant Eaton displayoed guperior
loadership and wtilization of hie ron and firepowor, and that Ye brought his
group out without lozz of a mon killod or woundad » On one occasion the fight
was 80 hot that he destroyed his 8lmm mortars and withdrowe Worked with 180th
Infantry for 2 dayas. .

S ACTION VICIHITY TECHINO .. (M ior ¥illiar 2. Deall);

1o Major Beall found hirneolf with ond (1) Modical Officer (CaptainiWile
liapm W Kitchin) aftor Junping hoside an Itelian garrison. ESurrounded Ly cncmy,
who wore hunting thom in the dark, thoy withdrow to a vineyard to figuwoe their
location and attonplt to round up wore mou. About 0200, L0 Julv, thoy heard )
machine gun fire abowt 200 yards away and carbine roturn firc irhoreittontly for

"1 heur, and know othor tr oopors were in the vieinity. About 07320, 10 Jtlv, an
advance patrol of. Canadians canc upe Thoy gave Majior Beall thoir position:, ho
asked help to abtakk garrison, hubt was not able to socurc it, bocauze Carsaisas
had antthor nission, that of establishing and protacting boach-honds in anctbor
zones Ho worked back to tho beach 2nd ~ot assistanco. Tha gorrison was tnloon
with Camadian assistance a little lator, One Ttalian Officor nnd 20 cniistod nen
wers capturoed, and six paratroopers werc roleascd, having boc inprizoned by Dia~
linnses Tho results were one United 8tatos rad ono Canadian ﬁlll,d and biwed,
and one United States Officer and cne United S*atﬁs enlisted man evacuated o
Canadian Hospital. Major Beall conmtinued his search for rore ren, and with what
he rounded up, went back 10 the beach od the nlght of 10 July, staying there zil
nighte

_ 8% On*the norning of.11 July, went out to let Canadian Division Hoadguar-
ters on hoat, net General Sirnons, who pronisod transportation bJ hoat to emable
Amerlcanq to rejoin unit. i

“1éz July 12, Tuesday, Mn1or Baall, Captain Kitchin, and 18 snlisted mon
left by RAF crash boat 4o raojoin unit, and stoppsd enrouts at coast towng to pick
up Unliod States paratroopers, Jandad at IO0OLITTT on 1%-July, and reportod %o
bivovac area west of VITIORIA (50%+th Combat Tear CP) with Qaptain Kitchin, one
cther officer, and 48 cnlisted fen From various organitzations. At VITICRIA, Ma jor
Beall was told that Battalicn COL”'ﬂﬂlﬂ 3903 or had boer cantured and he was in
corrand. He preocvadaed to organize the TQJZIM.GT of tho Buttulion preparatory to
continving operations. Assvmolbd a totol of I olficorz and F0 enlisted mon.
Tnorn‘r orbaplzatlon was ﬂff@ bed and Battalion uODbddb «l its migsion with Conbat
Tean 504,

AUTHENTJGATIOH=

Cde It dis indieated that this report does not cover in full dotail overy
actlon in which scetions of tho 34 %attallun were ergared. It deos, howsvar, nrowe
sent a ggnorwl picture, which will be uupoiewonuud by such Purtner data ng wild
buco”c av117ao*¢. Co -
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EYGIRPT FROM S0LTH PARAGHTTE INFANTRY HISTORY BOOK
HTE DLVILS N 14GEY PANTST
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The African sun, like a hloody eurious cye, hung on the rim of +he world
a8 hundreds of airplaas ongin coughed into life, speowing minsture dust storng
acrose the f£lat wastes of a fesort airficld.

Thin alurinus skins of 0-47s vibrated lilke drawn smaroe druss and 2s para-
troopers heawsd thorsolves up inte tho plance and scught their predesignated
seats, they wrinkled their nosse at the smell of gasoline and lacquer that
flooded the plancs' intoriors.

-Bpearheading the airborne invasicn of Sicily, the 3d Eatialion, 504+th Par-
chute Infantry, crossed the Forth ALfricn sonst ag the sun flared briefly, tho:
plurmeted into the Moditerransans Flak rosc thinly into the dusky sky shecd——
probtably Malta, tho parabrocpers grinly thougite

Dotached fronm tho reginent for taelbieal roguircronts, the %4 Battalion
crossad over the Sicilian coast on schedule and jurped on its asgigned drop
zone, July 9, 1943.

Tor two days the mou of the 3d Battalion fourhl an cnony superior in nume:
bore and oquipnent. By D3 it bad achicved ite initial nission and was re-
turned to roginoental control.

The ressinder of the rogiment, lead by Coloucl R. He Tucksr, loaded plancs
ani tock off from the dusty airstrips around ¥ailrouan, Tunisia, on July 1l,
1943, As +tho plancs cruissd over the ckiernming soa, all was guict; sone closed
their oyes and prayed that it would rancin culet, while othor anxiowsly cransd
their necks to poerr nhend or to look down 2t ibhe whitccapped waves which tossed

fifteen foet below the nlancs.

- Wearing tho Sicilizn const, tho formaticn-of C-47s was  Ffired upon by a-
mval vosasl., Immediately, s though upon o pronrrenzed signal, other vessols
fired. Flanee dropped out of Tormation and crashed inte the seae Others, like
clumgy whales, whoeled and atteupted to got boyond the flak, which rose in feoun-
taing of fire, lighting tho stricken facos of moen 28 they starced through the

windows.

More planes dived into the sen and those that cscaped broke forration and
raced like a covey of guail For vhat thoy thought was-the protsection of tha
beachs, Bul they wore wrong. Over the besch they worc hit again-this tine by
Aperiecan ground unitas, who, having aeen the mvel barrage, believed the plancs
to bo Germn, Morc planss fell and from sone of thorm, nen jumped and cseapod
slive; the less Tortumte wore riddled by flak hefers roaching the ground.

‘Firad upon by our own Navy and shorc treope, in cne of the grootest trago-
dies of Werld War II, the S04th Parachute Infaniry, less the 3d Battalion, wns
seattered lilre chaff in the wind ovaer the longth and broadth of Sicily Island.
Colenel Tuckor s plans, aftor twice £lying the length ofthe Sicilian ceast and
with over 2000 flak holes through tho fusclags, rosched the DZ nsar GELA; howw
over, fow others woro as fortumte and by norning, only 400 of the reginent's
1600 =en (execluding the 3¢ Battalion) had veached the rozincntal ares. .




Other planc loads of 504 =en dropped in icolated groups on all parts of
the island, and although wable to joinm the regimont, carricd out demoliticns,
cut lines of conpunications, cstablishad ialand rcad-blocks, anbushed CGerrman
and Italian rotorizcd columes, and caussd confusicn ovor such oxtensivo arcas
behind the eneny iines that initinl Gorrun radio roports ostinated the nmunber
of Armorican parachutists dropped to te over ton tires tho nunber achtually
participatingl

On the 13th of July, with the 3d Battalion roturncd to regimontal control
and with about half of the romminder of the rogimont asscrbled in the vicinity
of AGRIGENTO, the “04 roved out in the atinck, gpearheading the coastal drive
of the 82d Adrborne Division. With Italian licht tanks, motorcycles, horgcs,
bigycloes, nuies, irucks, nnd oven whoolbarrows for transportation, tho rogiment
prossed forwardy a cocky, spiritced bunch of "mecheanized" paratroopers heading

into hattle.

Resistance, for tho rost part, was light; tho Jerrans hid withdrawn to the
north and east, leaving bohind garrisons of Italian soldiors who would firec a
fow shote, and ¥ wing "soved face" (and othor portions of their respective ana-
tordes) would raise the white tlag of surrendere The gruclling Meditorrancan
sun, howaver, teld on thoe foot-wsary paratrcopors; it was rarch, narch, narch,
day and night~thoy prayed for tho enomy to muko a stand so that thoy ecould stop
and fight~and rest. For five daye and nights this comtinued, and in an out-
standing tributc to the physicel stamine of parachutc troops, men of the 504
wilkod and fought their way fron AGRIGENTG to ST. MARGUERITA-a- distance of 150
niles.

Having roachod 8T« MARGUERITL, the roginent apgnin parted fren Division and
turnod nerth townrd ALCAMO and CASTELLAMARE DEL GOLFG. Theso towns wore taken
successfully and at CASTELLAMARE thc regiment asauncd the dutiocs of a policing
foree, which activity they continued for ten days. On the tonth day, the 504
was-shuttled by plane back to its base at KATROUAN, NORTH AFRICA. -

Although theSicilian cporation was costly, both in lives and cquipnont,
valuablo oxperiocnce was gained by those who survived, untold darsge was inflic—
*ad bohind onony lines, nany priconers wore cipturcd (the 82d Division was crodi.
ted with 22,000), and Fazi and Facist Fforcos wore pivon their first dose of an
nedicine that proved to be fataleand one that thoy undoretandabhly feared. It
was with this oxporience that the ncw-vetoran 504 returnod to AFRICA to prepare
for the invasion ¢f the Italian rainland.



SECTION IV

CASUALTIES IN SICILIAN CAMPAIGN

(CORRACTED THRCUCH & MAY 1945)

ENTIRE DIVISIOW

Cfficors
Killed in Action 25
Dicd of Wounds
Prisoncrs of War 3
Missing in Acticn 5
Missing in Action te Roturn to Duty 2
Wounded 16
Wounded to Duty ' 24

80
CASLQEFIEU
BY

TYPE AND UNIT

Officors
Division Hoadgquartors
Missing in Action : _1
TOTAL 1

504+h Parachutc Infantry Ropimnent
Killed in Aetion 1
Diod of Tounds
Prisoncore of YWar
Missing in Action
Missing in Action to Roturn to Duty -

SO

Tounded 7
Wounded ‘e Returnod to Duty 5
TOTAL z3
S05th Parachute Infaptrv Rogiront
Killocd in Action 8
Died of Wounds -
Prisonecrs of War 2

Missing in Action
Misging in 4cticn to thvrn to Duty 2

Woundad 7
Woundod to Roturnod ctduPyty 14
TOTAL ‘ 33
307th Airborne Engincer Battalion
Killod in Action 2
Prisoners of Var -
Missing in Action -
Missing in fctiocn to Returned to Duty -
Woundoed 1
Wounded to Returned to Duty 2
TCTAL 5
-39

Enlisted
Mon

165
&
164
43
71
121

314
88k

Enlistod
Mon

\NLZJ.
IO =N

Total

190 -

172
48
>

157

438
964

Totsl



Enlisted

Total

Officors len
276th Porschute Field Artillory
Battalion -
Killod 4in Action -2 26 28
Prisoncrs: of War - - -
Missing in Action . - 7 7
Missing in Action to Returnod to DUtj‘- 1 1
Woundod - 5 5
YWounded to Returncd to Duty - 16 16
TOTAL 2 5 o7
45640 Parachute Ficld Artillery
Battalion :
Killed in Achion 2 9 11
Died of Wounds - 1 1
‘Prisoncrs of “ar o - 1 1
Missing in Action 1 1
Missing in Action te Roturnod to Duty - 4 4
Woundod 1 4 5
Hounded to Roturnod to Duly o 25 32
TOTAL 6 49 53
TOTAL DIVISION CASUALTIES &o 884 o6k
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SECTION I

CMCONTACT IMMINENTY

(ii narretive of pre-campaion achtivities of the
82d adrborne Division, July -~ Soptember 1943,)

FORBICED .

‘The combat operations of the 824 ilrborne Division in the Italian Campaign
are recorded elsewhere, The follcwlng account is concerned gnly with the re~
markable series of orders, counter orders, plans, changes in plans, marches anc
counter-marches; missions and romissions, by alr, water and land, endured by th
Division prior to eniry in ccmbat. This record might be tormed, "& Saga of
Change". IL is 2 monument to the spirit and mental flexibility of the men and
ofilcers cf tho Dn.va.sz.on0 - .

Smpy

THE_STORY

Cn July 29, 1943, the parachubte elements of the 82d firborne Division,
together with 2 minimum of Headguarters and Special Troops, some.5,0C0 officer:
and men in all, were disposed in and arcund TRuP.NI, CuSTELVLIRANG, MiRSALA,
Mi\ZaR4, CLSTELLLMARE and 4LCAMO, SICILY.

These trocps had just completed a whirlwind conquest of Western Sicily;
commencing on July 9 when the first parachutist dropped and ending with the
asseult and reduction of the fortifiecd city of ThuPiNI on July 23, 1943. Now,
without rost from the arduocus cawpalgh, they were fully occupled with the
impressive task ol evacuating some 28,C00 priscners of war, restoring order,
and assisting in rehrbiiitating the country. The complexity of this work was
tremendously increassd by the faut that, tho sproad unxouﬂhout the western
third of the Islanc, the Division had only 52 Jubps and A&——Eq ten trucks,

idr Corps ‘supplics, personal clothing and equipment, in fact all items
of issue, were sacdly devletad. Persophel had parachuted or airlanded with one
combat wniform and in wost instences without blankets or tentage. However, the
troons were in fine conditicr end in excellent morals,

The remainder of the Division restively awaited combat orders at their
departure airficlds in tho vicinity of KGIRQUsN, TURISir, some 275 mileg across
tho NEDEmﬁﬁuﬂﬂudN ‘

It was under those circumstences that the Division Commander, on July 29,
1943, received his initial instructicns for the participation of the Division
in the. coming Italian campaigne. Profiting from the lessons learned in SICILY,
he repeatedly and vigorously wrged a minimum of threc weeks combined air—-
greund. training with the Troop Carrier Command. He urgently recommended that
the 224 /dirborne Division be immodiately concentrated in the KATROULY .spca for
the purpose of reorganization, reequipping and training.

On iugust 2, a portion of the Division staff reported to Fifth army Head-
quarters at ALGIERS, where plans were formulated for the employment of the
Division, worked out in detail, and then changed many times. The Fifth smmy
ground force assault plun'was definitely Iixcc from the beginning. In sub-
stance it was to lond on the SLLERNG buuches, {izht nortlwest, capture NAPLES,
push on te RCKE unu wvenbually overrun all of nerthern ITaLY. How best to ex—
pleit the airbcrne Division was a problem of considerable concern and much
Speculatlon.

Bj now- it had bccome apparcnt that blghﬁr Hgadquartmrs vould move the Troof
Carrier Ceommand from the KGIROUA) allba to SICILY a few days prior to the
Italian campaign. Tlds at once presented a serious obstacle Lo combined trai-
ning. Further, it was lmpossible be obtein-a relcase so that the trocps in

-



SICILY could reéturn to KAIRCIAN, Pernissicn for the return was witheld unbil
other forcaes hecane availabls in SICILY 4o revlace the &2d Airborne Division.

“nile the Divizion proper, both in SICILY and ipn NORTH AFRICA, went about
its training and’ite dutles, operaticm] projocts Zor the Airborns invasion
of ITALY wers born, ratured and “isd, one aftor anothor, at Fifth Aroy Head®
quarters, ALGIERS,

Tho original of six missions for the 824 Airhorns Division, all nlanncd
in detail, called fir the seilzure by an airborac task force of the towns of
NCCERA and SARVO af 4+ho axits to +hs passes leadiny northwost frore SALERNO.
Every availabls transport plans and every available clider, 318 of each, ware
sarparked for tho oneration, The early capturs of these passes, on the nisht
of D-1 Day, was held to bo vitalto tho dsbouchiont of the 10 British Corps
onto the Plain of NAPLES., A& emull scaborne task Force from the Division was
desigmted to land in ths AVALFI-LATIORI Areas Plans were developed to tha
last detail. Excellent acrial photegraphs wore obtained, drop sones and
landing fields carefully salscted and ninutsly located. The air approach to
vhe drop zones and landing fiolds prescnted rany difficultiss. One aprroach
would carry the transport plenee over intense ocneny flak. Thoa cthor approach
required passage ovoer the high nountains of tho SORREHTINE Paninsulas The
rost sultable drop zones were far frorm satisfactorve The most sultable glider
landing zonen consisted of widely soattered small fislds. In order for AYa-~
chutists to drop in foree from a suitable altituds, the flight wobuld have
beon in from the sea and acress the cosst northwest of CASTELIAWARE. The
only-suitable slider ralease point was some 4,%00-6,000 foot ahove the SCRREN-
TINE Mountains, with a rosultant clido of scveral miles. After a great deal
of study andplanning, the ACCTRA-SARIO operation was rejocted.

It vas now Avgust 12, only twsnbv-scven dave before D-Day, Septonber 9th.
One-half of the Division wis' still seatterad over the wasbeorn and of SICILY,
not yet re~clothed or rasquipped. Thore had besa no corbined air-sround train-
ings Thore was no plan fer the enployniont of the Division, other than the
very definite undorstanding that the Divisiocn would bo conloyed scuehow sone-
wheraoe All of thies deapite tho continued efforts of the Divieion Corewndor to
concentrats, recrmanize and train the Divieion in the KAIROWN Arcs, fron

wanich the Troop Carrisr Cormmnd od not as yet =ovad.

It was on Auguet 18 that ths Division Corvandor roceived his first ine
tiration of a4 brand unew plan Tor ths enploymont of the Division. On that

date he was told that 2 dscisicn had boen rade to conduet an airborne operation
on the VOLTIRNG River, nortlwest of BAPLIS and sorc 40 miles from +he nearest
Allied beach landings in tho vieinity of SALERNC, Relicf of +he airborns
troops by ground clersots of the Fifth Arqy could not be expected for rany
dayse Re-supply by 2ir bocarw a eritical itor. Again the nirbornoe imdiinery
shifted inte high gear. Now, oanly ninetzen days rerained befors D-Dava

Gone was the expectaticn for any substantial aireground training with the
Troop Carrier Comrand. It was too latca Evory offort had to bo concoentrated
on gotting the troope back from SICILY and rooquipping thom. It was imporative
that the planning stage bs cut te a minimun in order that tho Division night’
have an copportunity to acquaint itoclf with its mission. Bottor than a thouveap”
roplacarents nust be absorbed into tho tuwe prachute combat teoams.

The junior officors and the onlistod nen of the Divieien did not kenow,




but they ﬂnnseﬂ a CO“IH"~O’0““EIOH. The Rivieion Cormander flew =lnost in
circles, ~gnin and ngain, fron s Division Jormand Post 2t TRAPANI, €CO

odd miles to hie pilounming otaff 2t Fifth Army Hendquarters, ALCIERS, thence
over 400 miles to his Division Command Post b KAIROUMI, thence aimost 300
miles to his Division Cowmzand Post at TRAP'MNI, He mnd his shalf labored cea-
selegoly with the concurrent nroblema. ol the comines oncrntiong =nd thos

of re ﬂaocmolv ~nd re-cquipning the Division. Unit coumenders were nractlesl-

1

1y thpT 5, in 89 far as ETCQTFTtlaﬂr wero concerncd, hecausc of the =~bscnec
of dofi in planse Mo supplics or roplacemsiits could he ashippned inteo 3TCILY
in the time svailable; that wovld have to be done uren roeturn to HORTH AFRICA,
The long distonees scparating the variocus headgunrters grontly hnmpered
GOHKU“l“thonu vhen bime wes of the sgscnce,

After many roquosts to have the Divizion reliocved from the Sicili-n  Arny
of Occupation wnd roburned to its base in XAIRDUM, orders were received to send
staff represontntives to Sevonth Mlrmy Headquarters in PALERD  to formulate
plans to move fthe Division by truck to PALERMO, thercs by sca to BIZERTE ond
thence by trueclk to KAIROUAY, The -3 ~nd assi, J ioparted frovm TRAPANT on
August 17 on this migsion. The Divigion Commnnder was in ALGIERE when these
orders werc received)

At 1500 Auguet 18 ~ radio frowm the Division Cormander at MGIERS was re-
ceived at TR °ﬁ’I dirceting the Chied of 3t2ff aud the two parachute combat
team commanders io meet hinm ot JGOO on CASTELVETRND alrficld. At CA3TELVETRANO
the Division Commender informasd these ?fflCCfa that 211 arrangemcnis had b

uade and that, commencing the next morning, the 4r

pared for air movoment bacl to FTALRDUAL,

0N
roops in SICILY would be pDre-

During the aicht unite sc-tbored over the western end of 3I0ILY wero
alertod by rodie, telephono =md scouriar, The Division had only 24 truclks to
move personncl ond eguipment o the QllLlOldﬂ, vwhich were as much as 45 milos
awiye A1l Joeps verc accounted for and impoundsduy A% 0200 hours tho orders
were confirned and the troops woved out, Cn that day, Ausust 19, ~nd until
darlz on lwrust 20, O-87 plance droned singly ~nd in zroups in ~nd out of
EORIZZO and CAGTILVETR 410 airficlds, looding =airborme troops »md cguipment.  Thug
better than half of the strength of the Diviocion, with 21l but the heaviest of
equipment, was alr-troneported by shuitltle to ths KAIRDUIY! Ares on August 19 and
20. Bpoed was escential, =nd it is well indeed that the rovenent was executed
by air without red taps =nd covplicated "coordinntion”, The troops and squip-
ment gimply londed up and took off for ¥ORTH AFR*“ « The Staff officers who

had been in Army Headquartors 2t PALERID, foro ileting the nove by sen to AFRICA
arrived with approvaed but complicated plans for 2 T”ll*WltCr—r"ll journey just
in time to board the last transpert plene for LFRIGA. The official confirmatory

ordore for the truck =and sea movement arrived threc dave latcer after the Div—
ision closed in the KATROUAN Arca. Only sixtoon dovs wntil D Daye

The now red hot oporationel plan for the VOLTUIMO mission invelvad
sirultaneous airborne and senborne landings by the Divieions It was plonned
that the seabarne taagk forece would Laks in sasentinl amrmumition snd supplics
for the =irborne tnask foreé, —ith whiech it wrs to nake contact within 2% hours
after londings  Again, 211 =2vail-blc airplwmoes and -liders were to participate.
Th=t portion of the Division net involved in the 2ir assaultWes 4o land on the
boaches at the mouth of the YOLTURNO during the night of Dl Days This nigsion
w2 -denoninated as the GINWT oporation, It wmdorwent several changes vithin-the
fow days impedintcly folloving fupust 18. Finnlly, it was hroadencd to include
the destruction of all erossings over the VOLTURKO fron TRIFLISCO (northeast
of CAPUA) to the sca,.

an, officor or non, hnd ever had any

Not one individual in the ontire Divis
5 operntionss. Yebt, a fullflzcdgsd beach

expericnes or instruction in ~mphibiou

f
£

W
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assault was sehedulsd to he undert=ken within two wecis, A limited nusber
of officers wis celested d rushed off to PCR”” POULE, ©Te fe, for ampnibiocus

training.

On Auguzt 20 the cempo-iticn of the geahorme task force ow ,d not he
gsettled, beeause the nusber -nd compositica of the aseault beonts wao not de-
finite. Planc wcre wuade Top auphibious 4raining of the troops at BIZTRTE, but
there were no craft yob aveilohle =% Yhe port. Shuttle of the troops o
BIZEATE was nevertheloss commonced. Thoy bogm 4o arrive ot BIZERTE on August
25. Thers were no craft available for trainings Only eleven days remained
before epbartzatione The nunber of assault craft to be mode aveilabls was
suddenly inecreased mud more units were sent to BIZERTE, The assault craft
finally arrived =nd intencive training wes immcdintoly coumenceds Training

~efforts were pointod to the clerents helng loaded =2nd prepared for the in-
v=gion bj M*dn1&ht Sopterher De

- The amphibious oneration had bewn plaumed on the skotohiest of beach
atudics. "hilc tho amphibious training who in progrecs ot BIZERTE, it becane
doubtful thaet the pesches 2t the “auuh of the VOLTURIO Eiver werc suitable for
landing. INevertheless; the amphiblous training continusd space with the beach
study.” s the hcach study prowresscd it bocomo increasingly obvious that
there would ho sreat difficulty ~ttendwmt upsn - Londing,

- Then, irn the widet of frantic erforle to pass on 2 winimm of fraining to
all umits, ordors wore roceived on Septerbor 1 dirccting that loading must be
conpleted by ‘Scotembor 3. Wator-proo# ing of tho vehicles wne condusted cond
currently wvith amphiplous training, and, by 1600 on Soptowbor 3, all troocps,
vehiclos, curolles, ammumition =nd Cqul?uuﬂt wore loaded oir the ansgavlt eraft
cand reoady to sails :

Turn nov to Arry Headgunrters a2t ALCTERS. Thoro, wumkuowm to the Seaborne
Task Force Comiander, tho be-ch ﬁsgqult, begruse of the recfs and shoals, waa
succegzively reduced, first to one hettalion of infantry, thean to one corpeny
of infantry, and finstly Lo a aavsl bombardnent withovt troop landings. This
1eft aporoxinately half of the combat astrencth of the Divicion stranded at
BIZERTE without o missione If new beesoz ioperative thot the airborne task
forcﬁ in the VOLTUR P by Adir and Ul”ﬂ“ therefore were fully

0 Rivor be resuplicd
dgvelopeﬂ_ with the sreatest gooeihlce haste,

The Troop Qarrier Goutqwd wan oricred to pernmneant chanee of statien in
CSICTLY, on nine séharate departurc =irfields, stretching more than 100 niles
mcross the islonde The 82d Division obvicusly had to male the sane change of
station. Thin in the midst of assault plans that chonged =imost daily. Un-
imagineble commmications difficultics arosce The disporsion of the Division
at KAIROTAT iteclf was over =an =rea of 2pproxinstely 600 gquare nilos.

fone was the opportundty for any roal alr-ground troeining. It vwas im-
roszible wo parschute, rescue parachutes and repack therm in tic for the ir-
pending oporation. Howover, bocauce of {ts vital nuec osity, ~ woek of such
training was ecchoduled and some four days of oo oxcoubed to a fairly satise
factory degres, . The Division wae only ~ble to place the juapmaster in each
planc 2nd have the eticks® of parachutists rovrosentcd by o Fow roplacenents
who had aot had 2 night jusp. “hether the unite at RIZERTE would pariicipate
in the Itslion campnign =t ~1l, =nd, if so, when and how, was novw an impor-
tant question, Ardy Headoguartors solved this by dirccting thnt to the extent
thnt ehipping beeome availablo the unite at BIZERTE would be embarkod ag a
floating rcusorve, ‘ : o

ALl of this time, the 2nd Battalion, 509th Parachute Infantry, was attached
to the Divisione~ uucwt uguet 23, orders werc roceived to the effect that it
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was contemplated using the 509th for a drop uission on call in any of the
dreas around NOCERA, SARNO, MINTURNO, BATTAPACLIA, ctc. Studies and plans for
such a call had to be at once instituted =nd carricd to 2 practical degree

af conclusions -

: {oncurrently, arrsngcacnis were boing'hqstily nade with the Air Forcss
and with the Wavy for the routing of the air columma, placing of ships with
radio and lights to wmark points aloug the route, ctcs

: Alternative plans and studies were undertaken for the use of the divisional
uynits to be ertharked 2t BIZERTE in floating Aray Reserve. For roe-supply of

the airborne task force schedulsd to drop in the VOLTURIC Valley, = daily
automatic 90-plane ro-supply program w2s worked oute

It was agrced with the Troop Carrier Commeand that upon termination of tho
one week's joint ﬁirwgradnd training on ‘upust 31, the Troop Carrier Cormand
would move to SICILY, get itself settled, and then return to the KATROUW Arca
to pick up tho airborne assault troops who were to ho already combat-loaded,
The airborne assault troons would then he landed 2t the preper ficlds in
8ICILY, from which they would take off for combat a few daya latcr.

It ghould be borne in mind that all of these plans and chances, orders
and counter-orders, wers issued from and commmicated to uvidely separatod
Command Postss Fifth Army Main Headquarters worc at 10STACANEM, 680 niles by
Cair from VAIFOUAN,. Army Advance Headquarters were at ALAIERS, 600 miles from
8ICILY 2nd over 400 miles from Division Headquarters =t KAIROUMI, Troop Carrier
- Cormand vas at SOUSSE, 30 miles from KAIROUAM, until it woved over 200 miles,
into SICILY,

Re-supily by air for the WLTURNO River nir assault force was, of
course, utterly essentinl. Hindsight shows thzt re-supsly by gzround forces
could not have been offected for several weesks, Beach landings could not be
made, 30, vhen the AMr Forces determined on lugust 26 that re-supply by air
wag deemed impracticable, the VOLTURNO River wmission had to he drastleally
altered. The Cormander-in~Chief directed a new plan reducing the size of the
airborne task forcc to a parachute reginmental combat tcam, less one infantry
battalion, carrying enough supplies and ammunition to last four or five days.
4t the time of these instructions it was apuarently thought by higher head-

‘quarters that ground rolicef would be effested within that period, WNotice of
this najor change was dispatched by officer courier frow MGIER3, and the
next day, September 1, began 31l of the multitudinous cansellations and re-
visions dowm to smaller uniis, Only severn davs renaineds

The Division Cormandcr, issistont Division Comumnder, Chlef of 8taff, G-2,
% and 4 remaincd in KAIROUAN ageisting the regimental conbat tsam commmder
affect his plans and checking tho air movement of the combat team and the
remainder of Division (less amphibious forece) to departurc ficlde in SICILY,
They were to sail with the amphibious force on Beptomboer 3s  They planned to
leave KAIROUAYN at 1300 September 2, baggagze and personncl waa to be londed on
ships by 1600 that day. At 1130 a message was received that the Commanding
Ceneral, Worth African Air Forces, desired to cec the Division Commander at his
headquarters in LAMARSA. “hen the Division Commandcr and his staff arrived at
L 4{ARSA thoy wore informed that an airborne operation was contemplated in the
ROME Arca, The Division Commander was to report to the Comianding General,
Piftcenth Army Group, at SYRACUSA, 3ICILY, without delay. The importance of the
mission overweighcd any objcetiouns 1s to laclk of %ime to properly brief troops
of any othcr scrious defect that wmight arise. The Divielon Comaander and his
staff departed for SYRACUSA by air and arrived =t duslk on September 2 and
immediately went into conferences.

-



The FOME oporation bogame fnoim ag CIANT II, It enlled for the placing of
the etrongost airborne taek force vhich ~vailable airckaft would carry, on mnd
near throc alrficlds. u:goﬂlthTy onst =nd ndrthc~st of ROME on thce night of
D-1 Day, Septeuber 8, 1643, with the wission of dblvud¢A? that city in con-
junction with Italian foreo: in the arca.

Turn bacl now to YAIROUAN. There the Division continucd its prepnrations
flor the VOLTUINIO .and for the schberne floating reserve, wholly unaware of the
fast—developing radieal chanso. 'The ROME miscion hnd not beconc definite cnough
and plans had not roashed g sufficiontly ndvanced stage to justify changing
the coursc of prenar-tion In vhich the Division was 2 r’“dy cnrascda.

At 3YRACUSA conversations with the Italian Argy ronresenmtatives continued
over the next 36-~hour reriod. . It finally developed that the Itelian Army ro-
presentatives could nalie no gusrontoe that their forecs could silonce the coastal
amti-aireraft over which the troop transport plonse would have to fly to arrive
1t ROME, nor to susrantoe thnt ~irdiclds necepsary for alr lmding wowld be con~
trolled by thome To have attenptod the missicn under these circumstancca would
heve been disnstrous. licanwhile, time ticked on,

‘But American troops had o lond in ROUE, The Araistice had boen signed,
sealed and dolivered with that undcrstending. Ouly the most umlooked for com-
plicatioris could justify the non-performmnce of 2m 2irborne nlssion %o ROME, It
was detormined to jucp and adr-land 2 swmrll alrborue task forco of one parnchute
regircrtal combat toam, less ong infantry batt-lion, with air-lended roinforco-
ments, md an ndvence ochelon of Division Haadquarters, at two airficlds,

FURBARA +nd CZRYETIRI, soae 25 oilcs northwest of HIE. Thon, if cverything went
'well, it was pl-nned to junp nd ﬁlr-lﬂnd othor cloments of the Divizion on
successive nighise

The Trocp Cerricr Cowminnd was busily cngnged in moving to SICILY. #pon
completion of thet nove the airborne troopo At KAISOUAT h ’ to be transpeorted to
BICILY and immcdintely thoroaficr troops would have to tﬂke cff from the
Siciliam dchrturc airfields for ROME, or whatever ofhcr tission might be doter-
mined UPONe

With %the ROME nisezion definitsly ordered, the Divieion Coomander relezsed
nis steff plaming zroup on Septembar 5. They roturacd by 2ir to KAIROUMN =nd
BIZERTE and late that ovening the Division troone 2t BIZ.NTE roccived thoir
first notico of this mant recomt  chanmo. Only four full days remaincd,  Two of
these would have to be used for iy uovenont frovm TAIROUAN and 3IZTRTE to SICILY.

Meqnwhile, ont that =4ame Jﬂv, Scpiorher 2, 2t absut 1300 the CCUMﬂnding
Officer of tho amphibious dnsk force, Coleiel Lovis, received roadio instructions
to neet the Fifth lrny Coomandor pf*sanﬁ‘1y At BIZIRTE Airficld nt 1200, Thers,
Colonel Lewis wag instructed thot this amphihioug wiesien hod hoen eaeslled, that
all of the ~soault craft wore urgently nceded for nother miscion invelving other
troops, and that 11 of hig troops, supplics, wvehicles, etc., now boing lorded
must be clonred off the craft not later than 1600 that aftcynocon. Back to the
arphibiyus londing 2rea went Colonel Lewis as fast rs hig joop ould take hin,

It was 2 bittor dlaﬁpp01ntmcnt to 21l of the officcrg and wen, but in the bost
trazditions of the Divisicn all hends turnaa to ~ad wnlosded and elenred 2kl

er1ft. in record tive. By 1730 that evening cvery craft hnd been reélersed.  Water—
proofing on vohicles was removeds Units, wvehiclos, ctcs, roturned to bivourc on
the bhe=ach ton m1lou from BIZZRTE. TMurther instructions were awsited,

An intercstinw aidelicht on the cancell-tion 27 the ~mphibisus task force
orders was the fact that &3 ¢lose was the i olc-ent. that it was nocess aary for
thc Apry Commander at SYRASUSA to teke the moss-rc 4o Coloncl Leowls personally
When the Army Comuander naie the decision, his was tho only planc available and
the order could only be tranoport:d by »l-me in tine to reach Colonel Lewis be-

- L5 -



fore his forccs would have sailed.

Late on the afternomn of Jeptesher 3, Colonel Lewis roceived instructions
fror the Divieisn Commandor to prepere for uovetent te SITILY by plnneo 2t onces
The designqtcd deprrturs field was 2t MATEUR, 2§unour truck trip frow the
bivouats Such trusks as could be procurcd werc immediately put into opermtisn
apd ghuttling of troo“ 3, cquipnent, and gupplics o corrcncod.

The next rorning, Scptcmbcr by the DLvi”ion Cormrnder roturned by ~ir to
BIZERTE to diseBoinste the GIATT IT plen ad apesd both planning ~nd noverant.
On Septerber 5 tho Divisiocn Coamcuder and his afaff ot BIZIRTE continued to °
supervise planning for those elenents which the dny hcforc had bren  aboard
assault eraft nnd were anv scheduled for coviribrond Lo actlion by alr 1anding in
the ROME Arcas A “OTW11”ﬂt 3d durcling o8 availlable aireraft was worked out
vhoroby the troops at BIZERTE sould bo #lown to SICTLY and then on surccossive
days to reinforcc %hc troopy vhalch wrrld heve alre«dy dropred on D=1 in the
ROME Arca, '

On thce ni~ht oFf Septenbor 4 repressutotiveg of the Division Staff and the
Troop Carricr Covmnd worked until late in the nilght planning the troop rmovew
ment by ‘air Prom KAIROUAT and BIZTRIE o Sicili-n =cp~rturo airfictds, The next
morning; - Septerber B, troop movement by air from Kalrousn wns commticnced.  Two
days were required for the shuttling of the troons at ¥AIROUAN -ad BIZIRTE into
STJILY.

Moﬂnwhzle, =t BIZERTE the Division Corwxnder mnd his staff werc proparing
to lenve for BSICILY, At about O80C thet day, 3cptombor §, radio instructions
werc rooeived to the effect that shipning would be =2ade availlable that day for -
a small scaborme task forse of one artillery battalion, threce wti- nireraft
batterics aad 2 comprny of infantry. Also, the sane radio instruction attached
threc platoonsg of the 813th Tank Destroyer Batinlion to the Division and dirceted
that these throe platoons would bo included in the ncwly sct up acaborne tesk
Porees The szigsion of 4ﬁls scwkarﬂc tagl force wag to suppert the ROME oporation.

The Divielorn Gouiirnder design~ted the 319th lider Ficld irtillory
Battalicn, plus the wamtl--ircraf™t bettoirics of the 80th lirborne . Anti-Aireralt
‘Battalisa and onc coanany of the 504th Prpachute Infantry, togethor vith the tank
destroyer clenents. L, Zol, Bortach w5 placed in eoronnd of this sca. oxe
pedition. Thc Division Commonder snd his at-0f laft kyeplone for SICILY.
Colonel Lowis ascumed full reopomnsibility for the unter-hamo projoct.

Yo one know the vhorcabouts of the 8134tk Tonl: Dﬁ“*rorcr Gﬂ talion, HNHone of
the port suthoritincs had roscived »uy ovrders a1t all concoriing the eristence of
"y such amphiblous foree as hnd hien Jircoted, The 319%h Piold Artilicry.
Battalion =and the 80th ‘nti-airera?t Brittaliocn wore divoried from viovenent by
alr just in %inc, Tate that nircht the T-nk Destroyer Battalion wag loeated zome
Lo miles from BIZZRTE. - 111 uvniis correncod moverent into the dogk arca, Vow
hicles mad weapons were azain woterproofcd,

Actunllyr, it was not until the noxt worning, Scauh”Ber 6, th-t Colecncl
Bertsch roccived dofinite orders amd it was n~scortrined thnt two LOTs And two
LCIs wore avoilable for the sca cxpeditiosn. Aiditisnal vessels had been assigned
but their vhorcabouts were agt ‘avvn. Theoo ~0ditional vesscls wore British
and 1t was finally deternincd that they wig woh bo available at all. In this
encrgoeney the Aucrican ﬂﬂ]lrﬁl, A the hirbor anso > the rescue and provided
additional erafte. Loading co ~cnced on Sciterbor ~7a 1o one knew when the exs
pedition would up~mchor mi avway, . Many charzcs 7t boen made in vessel agslgn~
ments, so thnt the fiual eonposition of the 1ittlc ~rmada was three LCIs 1ad only
one L3T. However, 711 of the 2bove troops werc crowded aboard.,
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Under secret orders the threc IO0Is sailed September 8. The IST sailed
September 9,

When the little flotilla pulled away from the BIZIRTE docks, its com-
mander knew only that his destination was "FF", ang that if no cne met him
at "FF" he was to sall on to "GGY, He strongly suspected that both "FF' and
GG were in the ROME Adrca, (Lnter intormaticn diseclosed that the point "FFY
was on the beach juet north of the moubl of the TIBIR River and that the peint
"GG" was up the TIBER River halfway from its mcuth wo the City of ROME,

Colonel Bertsch, on the LST, knew not where his thres I10Is were and
could only depend on fate and fortuns fer a rendezvous, Nor would the naval
cfficers in command of the vessels know any more than he did.

Cnce at sea, radic instructions were received directing that the sea-
borne force repurt to the Commanding General, Fifth Army, aboard U.Se. AMCON,
in the Gulf of SALERNO, for crders, Fortunately, these rendszvous instruc-
tions were received by all of the craft and on September 10 Colonel Bertsch
reported to the Fifth Army Commander aboard the U.S, ANCON. The Fifth Army
Commander directed that the seaborne force land on the beaches at MAICRI, where

- they would go into action as a part of the Ranger Force operating througé the

passes across the SCRERENTINE Peninsula,

With destination and mission changed, the flotillas landed on the beaches
of MAIORI on September 11 and joined the Rangor Force,

A8 soon as the seaborne task force had been set up at BIZERTE, Colonel
Lewia procsesed with the movemeinh of the remaindsr of his force, principally .
the 325%h Glider Infanbry and the 3rd Bn., 504bh Parachute Infantry, con to de-
parture fields in SICILY.

Meanwhile, in SICILY, every member of both the Divisicn and the Troop
Carrier Command worked day and night moking final preparations for the RCME
mission. Iwenty-four hours pricr to take-off time, Erigadier General Taylor,
Division Artillery Commander, was moved secretly by Italian Army authorities
into the City of ROME. He was accompanied by a representative of the Troop
Carrier Ccmmand,

It was not until 1400 én D=1 Day, when Brigndier Goneral Lemmnitzer,
Fiftesnth Army Group, arrived at the Divisicn Command Post at LICATA by plane,
that the Divisicn Commander first knew of the possibility of the ROME mission
being called off,

The Ttalian drmistice had been signeds It was to be anncunced by the
Allied Commander-~in-Chief in a racdip broadeast scheduled for approximately
1730 on D=1 (September 8), Warshal Padoglio, broadeasting fram Radio ROME, was
scheduled to follow the Commander-in-Chief on the air, By the use of 2 code
word inserted into his speech, Badoglio was to signify whether or not the
Itallan authorities were still prepared to support the 82d Airborne Assault,

The Division Commander and several members of his staff drove to Troop
Carrier Command Headquarters, LICATA, late on the afternoon of Septembsr & to
listen in on a special rcceiving set. This set failed to function at the
appolnted time, Had the Armistice boen annrunced or not? Fortunately, the
Division Chief of Staff discovercd a small portable commercial set in time to
hear the concluding remorks of the Commander~in-Chief, which included an
announcement of the armistice. For some unknrwn reason Marshal Badoglio did
not immediately follow General Eisenhower. In fact kis radio address came cn
the air about 1900,
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The Divieion Cormandsr and his staff ifmeédiately redurned to the
Division Commend Post, believins that the mission would be flown as prepared.
Meanwhile, General Tﬁyﬁor had returned From ROME with the strong recormendation
that the mission bhe cencelled because the Germang had full knowledge of the plav
and the Italians would be umable to support the assaulta Based on this re-
cormendation, the Coumander-in~Chief directed the postponement of the wiszsion
for tuwenty-four hours. Hie instructions were rcceived by the Division Commande:
through iir Force cqwnnels only five minutcs bofore the scheduled departure of

© the flrwt plancasy ua1ch wore loaded with Dersoqne1 and the wotors boeing warmed

i

[
i

UD, - ‘ . .

The next afterncon, as take-off itime nearedy all was in rcadiness again. ¢
ready werc uen -amd equipnent that the unite on one ficld got into their plancsa,

‘startcd the =motord, and would have taken off had 1t not been for the arrival
' there of the Division Chief of Staffs That evening tho ROIE wmission was de-

finltelv emeollad nd ﬂbnnaoned.

The neoxt inetruations for erployient of the Division vere to be prepered

" to move 2g many troops se poeaible by nine LOIs fronm LICATA, SICILY, into the

Itélians oporatlionga

Less véhicles and hevy weapons, the 325th Glider Infentry and the 3rd
Battalion of the 504th Parachute Infantry were acscoitbled by plane at LICATA,
SICILY, on SepuCkar 12 At 2000 thot nicht 1t sailed fron the harbor and
landed near SALERIC, ITiLV l1ate on the night of Soutembor 15.  The 3rd Battalic

“of the 504th was scut to join its regivent near ALBANILLA, The 325th was moved
"ahor+lv thoroafter into the operitions. on the SOMRENIINE Feninsula.

On the afterngon of Bevtecber 13th, =2t about 17 50 hotrs, a tired, hogrimed
nilot landed in an A6 at LICATA Ficld having just fiown dowm Ffrom thoe SALERNO |
front, He hnd on urgent mossnge for the Division Cormander and refused to give
it to wmyone slses In the nemntine, the Division Cormender, ¢-2 and G4, had
taken of © from LICATA for TERMINI to report to the Comrazndiapg General, Fifth

Army, in ITALY, The Chief of Staff of the Divieion had the LICATA Field Con-

trol tower c2ll the Division Coumeader's plane and bring hin back. The message

“broveht by the pilot was 2 personal let tur frow the Courmeanding Gonoral, Fifth

Arpy, containding an sppeal for immedilate help, =and requesting np001flcn11y that

. one parachute RCT be droppsd om the beach south of tho SELE River to reinforce

the VI Corps thalt save night. The lrmy Qompander ales dirceeoted that the 500th
Parachute Battalion drop on the wouantain village of AVELLIFO, £ar behind the
ferman lines, on ths nicht of Septenber 14,

Reqlloc” ion of denarture fields, re-shuffling of troops, air routes, coors
dination Wlth friendly anti-aircraft fire, ete., wore arranged within elgh

hoursg

" On the night of September 13, the q04th PQT“CPth Infantry, with Co. "g",
3074 Airborne Engineer Ratialion attachcd dropped on the SELE River bexches.
The drop zone was wWell lighted and From its raficetion tho paratroops could
be seen for miles by beth friend and fMe. A dranatie ueeting onsueds The rein.
forcerants bad been badly neededs The enermy was dmcsrously nsar 2 breakthroug)
to the bemches, which wovld have separated the VI and X Corps. The VI Corps
had suffcored heavy casuzlties. With his troops ssscrbled in the dork leass than
an hour after landing, Col. Tucker, CDDlﬂﬂlef, reperted %o the Arty Commander.
The Arny Connander directeds "As zoon as asscibled you arc to be placed in the
front linesy" Col. Tueker replicd, "8ir, we are assembled ~nd ready now." The

1504th ROT woved, vithin 2 ratter of rminutae, into a front line position and
shoul@erea its battle responsibility.

“4J .Thé AVELLINO drop W®s_nade aﬂ,plabnad on the nisht of ucptnnbrr 14, The

n
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drop zone wag high in 7 neumtain valleoy. Havigational obstacles were itre-
nendouss While only 2 portion of the trogps wero dropped on the proper drop

zoneg, the oporation wog succed

tions in the viciniily of AVELI

by szroumd clomentsfor a period of three weoks,

On the same night, Sepitonber 14, OT %05, likcwiasc parachute, repeaied the
£ ’ k ’ oy 4]

drop on the SILE River bosches »nd ~lss went into achiow,

There is litile doubt but that those most tinely air reinforcements turned

the tide of hattle in the VI Corps scctor.

On Septembor 14, hoth the Division =nd Troop Carrier Coi

gful in delayine and harassing cnemy concentram
04 Meny of thise trospe woere not contacted

nd moved glidors

into position on departure fields, prepared air movenent tables, =nd st up

glider ROTs to follow into the 8FLE River beaches,

amount of troop shifting, movement of gliders, ctes

This enllaed for an enorsous

On 12 3Scptember gliders ou departurc ficlds were loaded and the troons
however, reconmaissance in the SELE River

stood in readincss to clinbd in,

Area falled to disclose suitablo ¢lider landine arcas ond en 16 Septenmber furthe

glider operations were susponded,

On the afternoon of 17 Jeptenber orders wore roceived at LICATY to nove
the remaivder of the coubat troops by =otor vohicle te TERMIVI for sca

movenent to ITALY on the 10th,

By jooep, truck mud alr the movement was
‘ced imdediatolys  An advanco party was dissetehed by nlene to TERMINI.
sooner had the motor movenent to TERMINI been corenced thell instructions were
received to alre~lond 50 plancloads of Divisilon Hexdquortcors mad Spocial Troops
in tho PESTUK Arca, ITALY, on Soptecubor 18, 25 planocs to dopart at 1000 and 25
planes to depart at 1300, The troops to bo moved by air included detachments

of the Quortormnstor -nud Crdnawce Conpanies, who were scheduled for 1000 dew

COIIDen—

No

parturce These detachmouts hel 2lready loft by motor vehicle for TIRMINI.

jeeps snd cub nlomes were dispatohied to overtalze then,

taken until they wore cutering

.,

They were not over-
Yoo outskirts of TERIINI, ‘They iumediately

turned back and reached the depsrture field at LICATA the next rorning at

0950 and by 0958 dieaprpe~red into G47s.

AL CO00 = garbled radio was received

stating it woet imperotive Z,000 rownds of M2 artillery avmmition bs trans-

ported «to ITALY., This aummmition. displace
equipment and causcd a hasty reellocation

These serizls landed on 2 newly conetructed landing strip 2t PAESTUM RUINS.
For-

i
2

£ plancs,

The runway wrs &0 short snd rough that ten ploncse craghed on 1= ding.
tun~tely only ove peorson was slightly injured.

seven plancleads of personncl end

The ronaindey of the Division, less the 456th Porachute Field Artillery
Battallon and cortain base cchelon personncl pourcd into TENIIVI on organic

and bhorrowed vehicles 1o mect the embarkation deadlincs

But there wers no

craft to be boardeds 4 last minute priority chango allocnted 2ll avsilable

shipping to othor wnitse For many days tho troops were at TTRMINI.
shipbing was made available nnd they were landed on the SALERNO beaches.

Finally

~ In such fnghion did the nirborne, seaborae, truckboric, railbsrne, All
lmeriecan 824 Division go to the war. in ITILY.



SECTION 23

A, DESCRIPTION OF OPEH?(TION. FROM FLAYNING PHASE T EXECUTION

l. On about July 28, 19&5, Rrigadley Coneral Tnylow, Division Artillery
Commander, reported at Fifth Aroy liendguarters as planning revresentative for'’
- the Division Cormanders On August 7 throe Divielon Staff 0fficers jeincd
‘General Tﬁylor and yemsmined with him until approxinately JAusust 15, 1643,  There-
AEtLr the Division wa2i represented by Goneral Taylor alones
, .
2. BRetwoen Julv 28 and SPwt;vLcr 13,.n total of six wissions were pre-
\ pared in’ detail, They are hriefly described s followa:

o ay MOCERA ond 3AF0D Passca,

f
f‘ ba VOTILRJO River {subsaquentiy known as Gwﬁnt I
X :
ﬁj - Ce TOME {subsequently knéwn ag fint Ilj;
f ﬁ;. ﬂVE%LIEb-(subsoquently kmown =z Clant IIT).
! Ce ifea‘hortheast of W%PLES m 4 viﬁinity of CAPTA,
i
% i; R rce’snt of VI Oorrs on ha ﬂchos scuth ofl SELE Rivere

3. Theﬁdevélopmcnt, changas, =nd details of the severdllplanned oncrations
is best followved chrenolorienlly, ns showm below,

4, “hen plamning cormenced at Heﬂdqu“rteru,_"if*h Army, the combat . preht. -
clenents of the Dividien were in SICILY., Thé cenninder of the Division nnd. the
2d Bn 509th Preht Infantry, ﬁhcn"attqchqd, wero' in.ﬂortg Mricn, T

5 DwDay for the Italian Omuprden aﬂvmﬁg huen %uqiwtlvblv get for
September ¢y the Divielon Corranider ot trongly urgé&d the necogsity of at loast
three weels conbined training to l.clule - lotﬂllud dresd rehaﬂruﬂl, in con-
plinncs with Paragroph &, Training Veunrwmdun Yo, 43, Allied Force Headquarters,
2 fugust 1943, Because of considerable depletion both in porsemmel and material,
the Division Coumander likewisc urpcatly ~aud ropeatpdly rocommardcd that tho
Divieion bo immeﬂiﬂtcly =aved to North Yries for roorsanizations

6. Tho orlﬁlnﬂl nigsion assifoed the Diviaion wag ho meine the towns of
NOCERA and SAKIQ, situated-at the bflu” té pnoacs lerding northwest from  SALTRIO,
and cover tho“dobouohm@nt;of 10 Corps {Br.) onto tho »laineg of WAPLES. . At that
time it was sonsidered vitel thnt thens weszcs ho soised on D=1 Day =nd held
at all.coet,.. Due to cneay. flal, nscoensity for dropping paratrcovers snd ro-
leasging gliders at high =ltitudes, and further duc to the lack of suitable
glider 1mding zones, this mission presentod considerable difficulties. Adr
ecverage wag sacurcd and DZs end LZs selected, It was tentﬂtlvelv planned to
Arop paratroopers from hoight of from 1,500 to 2,000 feet and to relonss
gliders along the SORRENTO Ridge =t altltudo of from 4,500 to 6,000 feot,

This was fo be' a night cpcra+ion with tnn nefit of weonlisht.

To On about: August 12 Lhe NOQFR%—~3‘WW}~1v03$on Kk wbanﬂon d and the
VOLTURNO River u1551on (11tc” itnown ag “iant IV was nceipnods’ The VOL TURNO
River wmiassion 011160 for sirnultaneous air” and oco londings on D=1 Day. Spe-
cifically, the migpion as oririasldy =approve? wow b Tollows:

"To 1and frow sea and aiy under the sovir of dorknossson tho mnight of
D=1/D Day mouth of the VOLTUINO: River, ssize, orgmize and defend Hill Mass 3
(just outsx&e of CAPTA) n~ud provent woveucnt of hostile forces south across tho




VOLTURIO. towrds the WAPLES broa, 4n order 45 amef et tha m
IO, Ards e BAMLAS srsa, In order 10 assist the FLfth Armv's ate
tack of &the JAPLIS Arca from the Southenst,” ’ e At

8. Mearwhile, on Ay,ust 19-21, the Division clesed in the KAIROUAN Arvea.

9. On August 22 the mission was changed to "seize, crgenize and defend a
bridghead to include the CANGELLO hreaV. (One preht bn with attached engincers
to- demolish the river crossings near C4PU4,) f

10. The original combined air end sea assault in the VQLTURNO ires con-
vepplated the employment of four (4) LSTs and twenty (20) LCILs and 310 plenes
and 130 gliders, The dirborne force consisted of two preht RCTs, Reinforced,
and one glider f& bn. The ssaborne force consisted of one glider infuntry RCT,

11, On August 23 the VOLTURNO missicn was broadened to include the doge
tructicn of the crossings over the VOLTURNO from CaPUAp to the sea. At the same
time it was aseertained that ths beuches in the vicinity of the mouth of the
VOLTURNO were not suitable for landings. The seaborne effort was thereupon re-
duced to one bn of infantry, to one company of infantry, and then limited solely
to’a naval bcmbardment.

- 12. The Division Commander was informed on August 24 that these elements
of the Division not to be employed in the air assault would be embarked and
used as a fleoating reserve for the sriy Commender.

13. A4About August 24 the Divisicn Commander was informed that it was con-
templated using the 2nd Bn 509th Prcht Inf, in army reserve for drop missicns
on cell. Studies were made for the employment of this bn in the NOCERA, SaRNO,
MINTURNO, and BaTTIPAGLIL Areas. Resupply by air fer the VOLTURNO missicn was
to be daily, automatic, ninety planes per day, until relieved by 10 Corps.

14, DMeanwhile, all crrangements werc made with the Navy for route, visual
lights from ships tc be staticnsd along the route, radic directicnal beams, etc. -
As planned, the oir assault weuld have the benefit of sufficient moonlight, both
in and out, inscfar as the trznsport planes were concerncd.

15. The allecation of craft te the seaborne porticn of the Divisicn re-
mained the same. On sugust 27, Fifth sy directed that loading be completed
at BIZERIE by L-5,

16, One waek of joint troining with TCC wos scheduled. However, due to
a number of factors, including (&) T0C's movoment to new beses in SICILY, (b)
lack of facilities for return of gliders after landings, necessity for overhaul
of planes and equipment pricr to departure missicn, ste., the training was
neither particularly realistic ncr satisfactery. The main accomplishment was
the demonstration of the volue of the pathfinder radic homing device,

17. Complete and detailed air support, commencing cn D-3 Day, was arrang-
ed for jointly with the Troop Carrier Commend.

18. Flans for coordination with respect to routes, timings, nevigational
alds, naval, and ground forces, usc of pathiinder aircrafi, cstablishment of
airborne corridors, altitude for flight, usec of dounwsrd recognition lights ete.,

19, On September 1 the size of the ferce for the VOLTURNO mission was re-
duced to two prcht inf bns, o company of preht fnginsers, and & battery of
glider 4T guns. The missicn was restricted teo the destruction of the crossings
at CaPUs4, ' :
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20. On September 2 the Division Commander was orally informed that the
VOLTURNO mission wes cancelled and that, instead, the Division would air land.in
the ROME Area (known as Operation Giant III), commencing on L-1 Day. The water-
borne force, which had meantime substantially co?plcted loading at BIZERTE, was
ordercd to disembark., The air operaticn in the HOME Area was crdered for para-

chute and air landings on successive nights, on airfields adjacent te the eity.

21. On September 5, Fifth army directed that the 2nd Battalion, 509th, be
prepared for drop missions on call at £BOLI, AVELLTNO or BENEVENTC,

22, On September 6 one LST and three LCI's wore assigned %o the Division
for loading at BIZERTE, & Bn of Fi, one compeny of infantry, three Anti-bircraft
_batteries, a detachment of Fagineers, and four ID guns were loadsd. These trocps,
. along with three LCI's lcaded with ammunition, sailing from separate polnts, were
to join the air assault &t the mouth of the TIBIR River. The air route, navigas
ticnal aids, etc., were rapidly readjusted with the Navy to fit the now missione

23, On Septombor 6 the Division CP cpened at LICATA, SICILY, and on Sept-
ember 8 all air combat elements of the Division closed in SICILY. Take-off
ROME was sect for 1745 Scptember 8.

24. On Scptembor 8, at 1650, corders were received postpening the ROUE misg-
sion.

25. On September 9 the ROME missicn was cancelled and orders issued to be
prepared for Giant I, or a similiar operation, on short notice,

. 26, Meamwhile, the one LST and the three ICI's had sailed from BIZERTE, On
Army Group order they were diverted to the SORRZNTO Peninsula, B

27, The Division passed to Fifth srmy control on September 9. On Scptember
12 orders wore roceived directing that 2nd Battalion, 509th, drop in the KVELLINO
Area and that Giant I be executed in the area northeast of NAPLES, both missicns
to be executed cn tho night of September 12/13. To this, reply was made that the
LVELLINO mission could be cxecuted on the night of September 15/16 and the Giant
T mission in the CAPUA arca on Sepbember 14/15, there being nc suitable Dd's
northeast of NAPLES.

28. On Scptember 13 the Division Commander was directed to execute Giant I
in the CAPUL Area on cell on or after September 14/15, and to drop cne preht RCT
near the beach south of the SELE River in the zone of the VI Corps on the night
of the 13th,

29. On September 13 the 325th Glicer Infantry, with one bn, 504th Preht Inf,
less transpertation, cleared LICATA in nine ICI's, destination SORRENTO Peninsulal.

30. On September 13 Apmy directed the executicn of the AVELLINO drop on the
night of September 14/15. :

31. On the night of September 13 the 5C4th Prcht Inf less cne bn, with one
company of preht cngineers attached, dropped near the beaches approximately six
miles scuth of the SELE River in support of the VI Cerps,

32, 4t 1400 on Scptember 14 orders were received that the AVELLINO mission
(Giant ITI) and a ropeat of the SEIE.River mission would be cxecuted on that night.

33. On the night of Soptember 14 the 2nd Bn, 509th, drcpped on AVELLINO in.
forty planes and the 505th Prechi Inf; with cne company of Preht Engincers at-
tached, drcppod near the beach six miles south of the SELE River as reinforcement
Lo ths VI Corps. ' '




. . e
34e For these missicns, routes, timing use of pathfinder aircraft, este
ablishment of airberne corridors, gltitudes, usc of downward recognition lights
etc., were planned as set forth subonquentlv, in the repert.

g 35. In all three of the last-menticned drops, routes, timings, coordina-
tion with ground troops, navy, ote., were quickly end effectively arranged on
~ short notice.

36. On September 15 plans were set up for a movement of glider trcops and
Division Headguartors and Divisicn Spociel Trocps into the SELE River erca, Gli-
ders were spotted and loaded. Iowever, cn Sepiember 16 orders were reccived sug-
pending all glider cpaerations. On prtcmbﬂr 17 orders were rocelved dlrectlng
that substantially all of the remaining combat trocps be moved te TERMINI for sea
movement to ITALY. The movement to TURAINL was commenced.

37. On Scptamber 18 Division Headguarters and detachments of Division
Special Treops air landed in the PeBSTUM Area, ITLIY. Therc were no further air
movements, The remainder of the Divisien, less 456th Prcht Fa, have been brought
by sca to ITALY. '

B, SPECIFIC iF.SURES TAKEN TO COCRDINATE WITH AIR, MAVAL  ND GROUND FORCES

45 sot forth in apnex No. 1, measurcs for cocrdination with alr, naval and
ground forces for the VOLTURNO River mission wers prescribed by NeAF, However
the provision of this plan were inapllicable to the SELE Rivor mission, and since
time was of the essence, It Gon Clark swmoned admiral Hewitt, Naval Coumaander
and Maj. Yon Luczs, VI Corps Commander and poruonellj informed them that troop
cerrying pluncs weuld fly a preseribed ccurse at a certoin time and directed that
from 2100 witil contraey orders were given by him, all enti aircraft guns on
the SalERNC weuld be silenced, and barrage balaecns tuken deown,

It Gon Clark direeted Maj Geyer TCC and Lt Col Yarbcrcugh then Fifth brmy
to meke a spot check te determine whether CrOWS of a& guns on the SaLERNO beack-
head had becn informed of the bar on firing, Evory gun crow checked by these
officors had received order to suspend firing until further orders,

C. ESTABLISHMENT OF »IRBORNE CORRIDCRS &ND U3k OF GUIDE SHIPS'

There was no airberne corrider preserikbed for this operation and no guide
ahlps were used to mark thv route.

In blannlng ‘the VOIEUREO Rivoer mission, Alrborne corridors were set forth
and guide ships were to be stationed to mark the lane. These plans are set forth
in detail in ANNEX No. 1. Whilc the VOLTURNO mission was still ponding, & ro-
hearsal was held in which a lane was marked as set forth in ANNEX Ne. 1 and flown
Yy TCC um.t.a. Thc test run was highly succeasfnl.

D. ME&NS EMPIOYED 70 GUIDE ATRCRAFT T0 D2

This phase of the cperation was graatly facmlltated by the fact that the
drop was made behind friendly llnes.

The letter frem Lt Gen Clark whlch was delivered to Gen Ridgway directing
the jumps to be made set forth thot the DZ wowld be marked with 2 white T. 4
penciled-note indicated how it would be done., The merking was actuslly accomp-
lished by formotion of a T, each leg 1/2 mile long, and of issuc gas cons, cut
in half and filled with sand permeated with gascline, These gas cans wers laid
cut during daylight and cne man stcod by cach. At 2 prearranged signal all flares
were 1it, and upcn completicn of the drop they were extinguished by deusing.
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In addition to those smudge pots, Vcry 51gnals were flrcd for the benefit
of plancs at the tail of the formau1nns. These wore of materinl assista nee to
some pilots,

‘

E, USE OF DOWNWAED RECCGNITICN LIGHTS

Fer downward recog gniticn amber 1ights rn belly and win tips of eacn Tlight
] & 3 g A7 £
loaders' planc have boen empleyed by 7CC sinee midsummcr. They Wuro\ompl@JOd
while flying over water on this missicn,

F. ALITTUDES DURING FLIGHIS

Truop Carricr crows werc brisfod to IlJ bulFW 1600 ft to Di, Departure from
these orders was nuccssary bacuuze of lew cloud formations cnecuntered chnroute
and duc 'te hill messes just scuth of Dds. aircraft roburned te boses at
altltudos of not loss +han 6,000 ft. ' :




SECTIGN IIX

9 September 1943

MEMORANDUM FOR: A. C. of S, G=3,
41lied Force Headquarters.,

SUBJECT + Mission to RQUE,

1, In compliance with verbal orders from AFHQ and the Fifteen Army Group,
Brigadier General Maxwell D, Taylor and Colonel W.T, Gardener, 4.C., left -
Palermo for Rome at O200 September 7 for the purpose of completing arrangements
~in Italy for ths exccution of Opcration GILANT TWO, Transportation was by a = '
British P.T. boat to Ustica Island where the party was transferred to a waiting
Ttalian corvette, Rear Aduwiral Maugeri, Chief of Naval Intelligence recelved -
the American officers on board and remained with them until thelr arrival in Ronme,
The corvette put intoe GAELL ot 1950 where the party was quickly put in a Navy ‘
sedan, taken to the outskirts of town and transferred to a Red Crogs ambulange,
The trip up the Applan Way to Rome was uneventfule, Few German troops were seen -
dnd the visible defenses along the route were unimpressive. The party entered
Rome just at nightfall and was taken to the Palazzo Caprara opposite the War- _
Office (interssction of Ve Firenze and V, 20 Scttombro) where accommodations had -
been prepareds.

2. Colonel Salbi, Chief of Staff to General Carboni, the Generalls aide,
It. Lanza and Major Marchesi received the officers. No conferences had been
scheduled for that evening but, at the insistence of the lmericans, interviews
were hastily arranged with General Carboni, Commanding the Army Corps about Rome
(concurrently Chief of Intelligence since August 20) and General Rossi, Depuby
Chief of the Supreme General Staff,  For reasons shown subsequently the inter-
view with Rossl did not take place,

3, Interview with General Carbeni .

General Carboni arrived ab 2130, He immediatcly launched upon an expose
of his views of the military situation in the Rome area, Since the fall of
Mussolini (he said), the Germans had been bringing in men and supplies thru the
Brenner Pass and algo thru fceia ond Tarvisic, with the result that their ferces
near Rome had greatly increased. Therce wers now 12,000 Germans principally
parachutists in the valley cf the Tiber who have heavy equipment including 100
pieces of artillery, principally &8mm, The Panger Grenadier Divisicon had been
raised to an effective strength of 24,000 men with 50 light and 150 heavy tanks.
Tn the meantime the Gormans had ceased to supply the Italians with gas and
munitions so that their divisicns werc virtually immobilized and had only encugh
ammunition for a few hours of combate %encral Carbonils estimate of the
situation was as fellows: :

If the Ttaliens declare an armistice, the Germans will occupy liome,
‘and the Itailians can do little to prevent it. The simultanecus arrival of U,S,
airborne troops would only provoke the Germans to mere drastic actions Further-
‘more the ITtalians would be unable to securc the airfields, cover the agsembly
~and provide the desired logisticel ald to the airborne troops.. If it must be
agsumed that an Allied seaborne landing is impessible North of Heme, then the
only hope of saving the capital is to aveid overt acts ageinst the Germans and
await the effect of the Ailicd attacks in the Scuth. He stated that he knew that
the £1lied landings would be at Salerno, which was too far away to aid directly
in the defence of Rome, He stated thot General Llcatta shared hls views,

he It was apparent to the imerican officers that regardless of the sound-
ness of General Carbonils information and views, he displayed an alarming
pessimism certain to affeet his conduct of operations in connection with GIANT
TWO. General Taylor proposed that they reguest an immediate interview with
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Marshal Badoglio to permit General Carboni o pressnt his recommendations
and receive the decigion of the Head of the State. The intorview wae ro-

questad and granted. -

‘ 5. The dslegation reached Marshal Padoglio's privatevilla at about
midnight, where the household was awake as the resvlt of an air alarm.
Genoral Carboni was received at once by the Marshal while the American
officers waited in the enbichambers After about fifteen minutes they were
admitted and greeted cordiamlly by the Marshals Throughout the ensuing in-
tervicw he made frequent expressions of his friendship for the Allies and his
desire to enter into of {active cooporation.

6. Interview with Varschal Badozlio.

. General Taylor explained the late visit, saying that General
Carboni had raised guestions $o grave that the immediate decision of the
Head of the State was required, Was Marshal Badoglio in accord with General
Carboni in consideriag an immcdimte ormistice and the reception of airborne
troops impossible of cxecution? The Marshal replied that he agreed with
Carboni and repoated much the same argumentss Goneral Taylor asked if he
realized how dooply his govornment was commitbod by the agreements enteroed
into by tho Castellano mission. He replied that the situvation had changed
and that Goneral Castellanc had not known all the facto. The  only result
of an immedimte armisticc would bo a Gorman supported Fascish government in
Roma. Ho was asked if he feared the possible occupation of Rome by the
Gormans more than the ronewed attacks of the Allied Air Forccs which would
cortainly come if he rejocted the armistice. Ha answered with considerable
emotion tlet he hoped ths Allies would not attack their friends who wers
only awaiting the right moment to join forces. If any bombing is to be done
let it be on the Worthern rail centers serving the German troops.

In-reply 4o the questlon as to how he expected the Allied Chiefs to
react to these charges he expressed the hope that General Taylor would re-
turn and explain the sitwetions The latter declined to agcept any re—
sponsibility for the Italian interpretation of the situaticn but offerad to
act as a messenger if 90 instructed by the Allled authorities. ‘The urgent
business wag to send to Alpiers a definite statement of the Italian views
over Badoglic's own signaturs.

T The ‘Marshal accepted this proposal and drafted the message which is
appended. a8 Inclosure 1. General Taylor prepared ancther messaze at the
same time {Inclosurs 2) recommonding the cancellation of GIANT THO and re~
questing instructions for himeelf and Gblonel Gardiner. The visitors with—
drew and returned 4o the Palazzo Caprara-where the two messagses were turned
over to General Cerboni for transmission. A+t C80C the next morning, word
was recsived of their reception in Algiers. '

8. 1In order to present a clearer picture of the local situation,
Genéral Aaylon with the concurrence -of General Carboni and Colenol Gardiner
sent off tho moesage attached as Inclosure 3. At 1135, as no acknovledzom
mont of the messags recommending tho cancellation of FIANT TWG had boen re-
ceived, the vode phrase "Situation Innocuoue" (Inclosure 4y was sent off.
This had not been sent initially as its usc-had boen rasarved for the cage of
an Italian refusal to tranemit a request for concallation. Tt was used in
this instance to save timo as the encoding of lokhger moseagos was taking as
nmuch as three hours. A ' e ‘

9, The Italiahs showed great concern over tho possible reaction of the
Allicd Chiefs to their revorsal of position on the armistice. The American
officerg_reinforqed—their approheneion by emphesizing the gravity of the
situation in which the Badeglio govornment found itszlfe The Italians re-
peafodly urgod the American officere teo roturn and plead their case whereas
the latter declined to be anything othor than massengers. It was thon de-
cided that some senior officer should roturn with the Amcricans. The reme
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- of General Reatts was first preposed then withdrown as hewwns considered
indispensible in dealing with the Germans. {lle had heen militory attaoche
“to CGermany,) Gencral Rossi, Deputy Chicd of the Suprome General Staff, was
- eventually selected and messope Noo L (Inclosure 53 was dispateheds '

+ 10« The fmericaen officers cxpresscd a desirc to sce General Lmbrosio,
Chicf of the Supreme General Staff who was ropurtoed to be cut of the eitys
This interview was arrenced eventually for 1830 but never took place a8 the
cfficers were ordered back tc Tunis by o messngo orriving ebout 1500, A=
though no anthorizetion for their visit had bech received, CGoneral Rossi
and It, Toglizvia (interpreter) jeined the suoe ricon of Micers who were agoin,
put in an arbulonce and driven to the Centocelle airficld.  The party tock
off at 1705 in o tri-motor Soveia~larchotti burber which flew straight to
Il 4lcina, Tunis, orriving ot 1905, The officers wore driven frem here to
"Feirfield" where the Americans ropsrted to the Commender in Chicf.

11, Conclusion,

Whilc the Castcllano missicn wos committing the Badoglio govern-
ment te active mllitary cooporaticn, the Gormons were building up their
strongth in the Reme arec and threttling the flow of muniticns and goscline
to the Ttalian trocpse .ilthoush thelr fear of the Germans was mounting
doily, the Italion leaders allcwed themsclves te become decply committed
tc the 4lliecs in the belief (so they said) thot the major landings would be
near Rome., By the time General Taylor and Goloncel Cardiner arrived, this
illusion was dispeliced end the Itelians know for certain that (VL. NGHE
would strike in the Salerno arce., While this produced o profound possimism
and a realizeotion of their over commitments, they were allowing metters to
drog witheut redefining elearly their pesitim tc the .3lics, The arrival
¢f the smerican efficers, their insistence on the immincnce of cvents and
the imporionce of action breupht motbers to o hend and stepped an operaticn
(GL.NT TWO) which wes near boing launched into a situation which invited
cdilsaster,

/s/t/ 1TIXWELL D. TLYIOR
Brigadier General,
UsSe iII¥e

/s/t/ #.T. GLEDINER,
Golonel, ormy rdir Forces.

Ineclcsure 1

Lessage of larshal Badoglic to Llliced Commander in Chicf

Dati Imtamenti Jdi sifuszione determinatesi in dislocaszions et entita?
forze Germaniche zonn Roma non ¢'piu pessible accettazione immedidto :
armlstizio pciche! csia provoghorebbe occupazione capitele ed assunzionc
viclenta governe perparte todesea,  Opcorazione Giant Twe non piu pogsible
perche mancane forze per garantire campl anczionc. IL generclce Teylor
¢ dispenibile per rientrarc in Sicilia per presentare vedube del poverne cd
abtonde ordini,

, Badoglio,

Translation
Duac t¢ changes'in the situctieon brousht about by the dispesition and

strength of the German forces in the Rome arca, it is do longer possible to
seecpt an dmmediotesarmistice as this could pravoke the occupation of the
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eapital and the violont assumption of the gevernmend by tho Germangs Operas
tion GIANT TWO ia no louger poscibls bicauns of lack of foreos to cuarantas
the nirfieldss Gonoral Taylor is availinblo to roturn to Sicily to present
the views-of the poverment and await crdorse '

Incloogurg 2
Masgags Noe. 1 : ' - & Suptonber

In viow of the stitoment of Marehal Badoglio as to imability to declara
armistice and to muirantss fislds ZIANT TWO ie impossiblo. Hoasons given for
Cchango are drreplacentls lock of zascline and runitions ard new Gerran dige
positionse 'Badoglio vequosis Taylor roburn to nresount govermssnt views.
Taylor and Gardincr awalting lnstructisnes Ackunowlodzoe

Taylor Timo signed 0121
Znelosure 3
Morsnago No. 2 : 8 Beoptosbar

CSurmary of sitwtion ag stated by Italinn authoritise. Jarrons have .
12,000 trocps in Tiber Valleye Pangor Cremidisr Division incronssi by attoche
monts to 24,0006 Gormane have stopped supply greoline and rmunitions so that
Italian Divisicns virtunlly irmobilizod and have runiticns only for a faw howurs
of combats Bhortagzes pake imposeiblo tho sucensaful defonso of Rors and the
provisicn of legistical aid promised airborne troopss Latier not wanted to DY om
sont as their arrival would bring an immedinte attack on Romee Source of thoso
vagwe Marshal Badoglio and Genaral Carhonis C

Taylor - Timg sigr@d 0820
Incloguro
Mogsaze No. B : ‘ 8 Sgptember
Bituetion innocuous.
Taylor Time signod 1135
'jggégpurq 5
Infcase T&ylof io ordored to roturn to Sicily, authoritics at Romo desiro
to send with hin the Deputy Chief of ths Suprome General Staff, Goneral Rossi,
Yo clarify icsucos Is this visit authorizad?

Taylor Timo signed 1140
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ECARPTS FROL "™NO SP.CGHRTTT FOR BRELVT LT

(Bock by Alfred YWagg and David Brown, pubiisched in 1943 by Nicholson & Watson,
26 Manchester Square, London, W, I.)

AMFRTICANS TH ROME
By David Breown
Chapter 18 '
That fateful message of Scptembar 8th, cn the very eve of the attack, was

cne of the lest links in & series of episodes which are cortainly among the mosth
amazing and rdmantic ci the entlire war,

-

Tiftnd o eorner of the curtain on these
review of the war he gave to the Heouse of

S

events in the ccurse
Commens on September 2

the same Time ns the tymistico was declaved,® the Prime Minisber teld the House,
Nin erder to fight off tho twe armoured divigicns wiich were massod othelde it %o
help the Itelizas, bub cwlng e the Gevaon investpent. of the Rema 2irfields which
took place in the last day cr twe belews the apncuncoment cf the frmistice, of
which invostment the Italian Gowvarnment warned ue, 1% was uchb possibls Lo carry
cut this pert of the plan, which wre, I Lhink, & pretuy daring plan ~{ cheers) - to
cagt this p werful force there in Rrme in eonditicns which ne cne cruld measure,
which might have led fo its complebte destructien, but wo wore quite ready te de
it. But at the last mcment the warning came, - 'The airfields sre nct in cur con-
trol." M :

Mie offcred and preparcd to land en kmerican airberne divisicn in Reme at
st

The story of that prejected airborne invasicn dates back Lo the final stages
of the Armistice negebiations. Castallano had stated rn behalf of the Itallan
Governmment that with the considerable feress of Cermens then in Italy the Ttalian
Covornment could nrt consider itaself a free agency., The capitel was almost
certain to be invested by German trrops when the «llied stlack begen, the seat of

power would fall into German honds and the Government weuld be rounded up.  How-
‘ever, said the Italiang, if the b1ies oruld loud airborne trocps at Bome they
felt that, with the divisicns thoy had avaiiable in the k;mc area, sufficient com
bined streagth could bu mustered te take imuediete eontrdl of the Italian capital.

3

After congidersble (iscussicn and exsmination of the strategic situaticn,
the hllies apreed to make the abvenpbt. &n oleberne cperaticn was olready in prep-
aration which weuld have frcpped aumerican paraireops, +n the night oI the first
assault, in the valley cf the ¥ lhvrne Rivor, above Naples - a natural defensive
barricr which the 5th army finaily crcssed successfully in mid-Octcber in their
push North frem Naples to fdome.

Brigadier— Gencral Moxwoll Tayler, Second in Cemmand of all american Airbernc
Divisions, was cne of several alrbirnc tveop officzers hastily swmmened te Sicily
four days befere "D-day', the day of ths sibteck. That was on Sunday, September |
5th, The Italians had remaincd at Gumsivile since sigring the hArmistics twe days
before, and cn reaching sdvanced Headguarters, Tayior and the cthers were called
into consultation with thew and with the #11ied comnanders. Tusy weve prescnted
with & completely new airberne plan. Tho airberne eficri was te be diverted from
the Velturne valley tc the airficlds in the Reme area. It iooked end was an ex~
tremely hoezardous and ambiticus undertakinga g C

Working cut the details <f such 2an rperation crdinarily tokes between three
and four weeks., The deeision to undertake it was made 2t an all-night session
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at Cassibile with the Italians and illied crmmanders, the plan was approved by
General Alexander, and the airberne commenders were asked to do it in ferty-eight
hours. It was alrcady the morning of the 6th, and there was te be ne putting-off
of the general attack which was to cccur ¢n the night of the 8th, '

Briefly, the plan called fcr parachute drops on gseveral aercdromes north of
Rome, from which the paratrcopers would move rapidly to the oubskirts of the city
where at specified points the Ltalisns were te have piled nccessary supplies of
muniticns, guns and other supplies, and tc have waiting lorrics and extra stores
of petrol, With the assistance of the Ttalian battalions in the area it was ﬁ
figured out that by the follewing evening the parochute trocps weuld have held
control of three more airfields contiguous to Reme. and by the third evening they
would have completed the capture of a1l the airficlds in the Home area and as-
sembled with thoir Itnlian aliies inside the city and on its cutskirbs in suffic—
ient strength and with sufficiently gocd defensive dispositicons to neld it against
any German ccunter-attacks.

Neithor Taylcr nor his supericr officers were wholly satisfied, however,
that the help they were to get from the Italians was of a respensible sort, to be
fully depended cn. They were planning te risk an entire division of specially
selected men, the best and mest.carcfully trained scldiers in the smerican srmy.
Witheut zbsolute certuinty of suppert when they had made their drops, the plan
would fail, and'thécslightest false meove by the Italians in making their prep-
arations for assistance would, naturally, have betrayed the scheme to the
Germens, and the division would fall intc a trap where they would prebably be
annihilated. : ' o

Taking stock of the project after the all-night discussicns, it was felt
that scmecne should go te fleme Lo leck the situaticn over and meke abselutely
cartain of the arrangements there. . General Tayler himself was sslected tn go, and
to accompany him the chcice fell on Colunel William Tuder Gardiner, cf the U.S.
Army air Force. The airberne cperaticn, hewever, was alreaty delinitely schedul~
gd to oceur, and General alexander would not permit the twe officers to. stort
off on their mission until fwenty-four hrurs before it was to beccme cperative.
The reason for his strange-seeming prohibiticn was a gimple cne. Taylor and
Gardiner were going to run enormcus risks. If they were captured too long before
the zero hour, the plan might becrme revealed tc the Germans in time for them to
‘take quick, effective crunber-measurss and an entirs divisicn might be lost, By
limiting the time of their exposure to cepture within Italy, this risk was cut
dewn to a minimum whieh weuld still allew the airborne cperatlon a chance te
succeed, i S 4 ' ' ;

_ : : . ;

Taylor and. Gerdiner set ff from Cassibile that same morning, September 6th,
but they went only as far as Palermo, where they stayed overnight in the villa
of the 4liied Naval Commander. Neantimo, the Italians back at Cassibile were
werking the suitcase-seb radic channel for all it was worth making arrangéments
for their secret receptirn in Reme. 3 :

Taylor and Gardiner had known each cther cnly slightly befcre they sct off
cn their great: adventure. togebher. But they tock an dnstant liking to gach other
and wrrked topether well. Taylor, a brigadier-general at 42, is the perfect type
-~ of the young, alert, aggressive, professional military man. Slim, tenned and hande

seme in the jumperlike uniform of thg smericin parachute soldier falling over

the tops «f his high-laced bcots, he perscnifics ths corps d'elite that comprises
the parachute divisions of the U.5. srmy. He recolved his appcintment to West
Point from Kansas City, Misscuri, bis hcme., His risc as a professicrnal soldier of
‘courage and judgment has.becn rapid. dJust hef-re tive start of the war he was &
captain, ‘serving in-the Far fast. RE o

. Celonel Caprdiner was. 53, cloven years Taylerts senicr. A product of Harvard,
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veteran of the last war, and & lawyer=-speorteman, he had served for a term as
Grvernor of his native State of Maine, where his heme tewn -Gerdiner, Haine- had +
been named after his family, Gardinor's law practice after he left the Governor-
ship was in New York City, and he had learnes to fly an zcroplane at the age of
L8 sc he cculd travel quickly between kaine cn New York.

The twe ~fficers grt as much rost as thoy eruld at Palermo: Tayler had been
up 211 the night befere, and both of thom weére to be swakencd at 2 a.m, cn the
morning of the 7th to set cut for Reme.

In the pitch blackness «f four o'cleck in the merning, they went aboard a
British P.T. beat which was to teke thom n the first stage of their journey.
Lines were cast off and the brat moved slowly ot first, geining speed as it left
the harber and finally meving with its engincs rraring at full speed as 1t headed
through the night for the tiny island of Ustica, forty miles abrve the ncrth-
western corner of Sicilye . . : :

They yeached Ustici at daybroak. & rendezveus had been arranged for thom
‘there with an Italian corvette, and she appeares right cn the det, abcard her was
Admirel Maugeri, ons of the top-ranking ~fficers of the Italian Navy, whe had
come to sce them safely cn Sheir way and played host te tnem Juring the leng doy's
voyage across the Tyrrhenien Sea to the Italian rainland, :

The twe officers were going inte whet wns te oll intents and purpescs a hog-
tile ecountry. No word had been breathed of the signing of the armistice Terms.
The Germans in Italy were cxpecting things te hdppen and had been fully slerted,
In Rome, their Aostinaticn, especially wrula they be pubting their necks in the
licn's meuth. - They had discusses at lengbh the guestirn of concealment and had
decicded finally to woar their uniferms. This woulsd render them technically safe
frem sho ting as spics if they wore caught,

. "But we weren't wnder any illusicns about the kind of freatment we'd get if
the Germens ¢id nab us," General Tayler told me later. "It had becn arringed that
if any questinns were asked when we wers {first token ashore we were to be des-
cribed as americon aviafors whe had been shot down in the Mediterranean, and picked
up by the corvette as priscncrs.”

The questicn of arms had alsc been Jiscusses and both cfficers had decided
to carry them. Gardiner had a regalar Service Pist:d, o Colt W45. General Taylor
carricd a small Italian Beretti pistel he hwed plckod up from an Ttalian priscner
ih Sicily, @nrrd which he preferred too the heavier weaprn. The arms, with their uni-
ferms, improved their legitimacy of tneir gtatus as ecmbatant scldiers as cpposed
te spies, and were comferting to fsel bouncing 1ightly ageinst their hips.

e were the first illied armed Frrees to onter Rume," Teyler smilingly said
afterwards. " ‘ :

The day passec pleasantly. encugh aboard the corvette. admiral Maugeri ox-
tended himsclf to moke their 200-mile trip comfrortable. Foed and wine were plonti-
ful, and geed. - The weather was perfect and the sea calm. They spent most of the
time ¢n deck talking., Late in the aftorncen the Italian ccast came intoe sight and
abeut 6:30 in the evening they pulled inte their port and tied up at a naval
dock. This was at Gaeta, nerth aleng the west const of Italy frem Naples, and
about seventy-five miles below Rime. : :

“The twe imericans came frwn the gangplank cn b Itelian scil under the close
watch of an Italisn guard places wwer thom te cirry ~ub the pretence that they were
captured aviaters. They hac jJammed their caps cut of sipht inte their pockets.
Their hair was dishevelled, their necktles awry, tihcir ccats unbubboned, and al-
together they gave 1 very g representation of priscners of war who had been re-—
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ceiving none too gentle handling. The Italians standing arcund the dockside may
have remarked that the smericun priscners were getting a taste of real Italian .
' tnu,ghness°

The car sped guickly away from the Accks and drove without stopplng about two
miles cubside the town of Gaeta, where it turned intc a smaell side rcad. A little
way up this read, hidden frem the main thhWﬁV, was waiting a small vehicle,

about the size and appearance of the delivery trucks uscd by flerists cr grocers,
with frosted=glass windows letting light inte the intericr and permitting the :
cequpants to lock cut. Tayler and Gurdiner hopped cut of thelr car and scrambled
quickly into the back of the truck, -

The truck turded rut of the side rrad and started up the sppian Way towards
Reme. The two officers reflected on the porfecticn of the arrangements and the
excellonce of the timing displsyed by the Itelians in the bit of intrigue they
were now in the midst «f. If the Italian army had only boen able to show such exe
cellent organization and perfrrmance, what might it not have accemplisheds

They watched interestedly through the glass as they sperd on towards Rome,
They noted that between Geeta and thn Italian capital ne extensive defensive pre-
caubicns had been taken. They counted cnly six read-blecks over the seventy-five
mile streteh., They kept their eyes peeled f-r German trcops but spetted only
feur uniformed German scldiers in the whele Jeurney. Hewever, aleng brth sides
af the hppian Way there were neatly lebtcres signs in Ugrman printing te German
military units concentrated at points off the mein highway, up the side reads.
Civilian traffic on the appian Way was surprisingly hvdvy, apparently petrol rose
trictions were not teo. severe,

Just at nightfall they entered Remg. Their little truck dreve through the
wide streets to the Palazzo Caprara and strpperd cubsicde a handsome stone building
just cpposite the Italian War Office. It was used as an adjunct to the War Office
and housed the offices «f seme of the Itelian éray's senior headguarter's staffs.
It was to be Tayler's and Gordinerts hida—cut. A

They dropped cut of the back of the truck and scuttled across the sidewalk
inte the building, helding their treach ccats clesed and with their collars pulled
up te conceal as much ag thoy ceuld of thelr Aucricon uniferms. “Inside, they
found that every effrrt had been made to provide them with comfortable guarters.
The combinaticn of the fine old Italian mﬁnsimb and the ingenuity of the Italian
officers charged with lecking after them hal, indded, provided them with magnif-
icence which Contr“st 26 startlingly with the fiela tent or rudec billets they had
been inhabiting in Sicily. Twe huge cffices cn the second floer had been con-
verted inte bedrooms for them. They were magnificent rooms, beautifully panelled
in dark wood, with fine old Italian carvings. sdjoining werc great bathrocms, with
mirrers, silver and marble fittines, luxuricus rugs. lThey gesped at the sudden~
ness «f the contrast. & day before they had been sleeping cn canvas cots in dusty,
mcsquito=~infested fields, shav1ng and, bathing with cold water cut of an ¢id [ive-
gallen pctrhl tin.

Every precauticn had been taken to guard their secrecy. The,éhutters ~f their
reems had been tightly clesed, wrmed Italian sentrics on guard at the far end of
the corrider not only protected their reoms, but bl-cked off the whole wing “f the
building in which they woere lhcctod.

, ‘
Taylor and Gordiner were roceiver by the Uhief ~f Stuff and alde to General
Carbeni, whe commanded all Itulicn trccops in the Reme area, They had arranged a
lavish dinner for the faericin suests. Tables were laid in thelr apartments with
gleaming white 1linen, shining sllVLrwarﬂ and flewors, Soup, filet udgnen, fregh
vegetables, dessert, fruit and an ¢ zescrtment of fine wines were brought out for
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the hungfy Americéns who had seen nothing except army field rations for weeks.

"They certainly shcwed no signs of having a fOOd shortage in Rome". Taylor
sald. :

The two ITtalian officers were C(mpletoly unaware, as were all the cther
Ttalians with whom they came into contact, of the imminence of the 4llied mili-
tary operation. They wanted to make an cocasion of the dinner, and sit arcund
afterwards and be hosts to the hmericons for a scelal evening, No arrangements
had been madc for conferences with senior military officors. Tomeorrew would be
soon enough to get down tc business, the Italiang said, KNeantime, have scme more
WING.

Gardiner and Taylor were appdlloﬁ #t this lack of preparation. It was al-
ready Tuesday night. The armistice was to be proclaimes’ e the world on Wednes-
day evening, less than twenty-four hours lﬂtcr, and the sllies were to land at
Salernc in the early hours ~f Thursd: y merning.  The sairborne cperdtion with
which they were specifically concerned was te take plece some six hours earlier
than the landings. Only thirty hours away their paratrcecps weuld be dropping on
the Rone airfields, and instead of tallks with the Italian commander they were
" being offercd more wine. _ .

. N

They insisted on seeing the Italian General immediately. They ecculd not
reveal the reascon for their pressing haste, but Thelr urgency was apparent
enough, and after a few more attempts to ﬂlssuade.thqm and settle down to a
plcasant evening of relaxaticn, the Italians sent werd to General Carboni. He
arrived after a short delay, and the smericans plunged &t cnce into the question
of the airborne landing, L {

/ Immedlately they got their first rude shock. General Carboni tock a most
pessimistic view of the whele situaticn., Numbers of fresh German trcops had been
moved inbo the Rome area since the s#rmistice negotiations had got under way, and
the problem locked far more difficult if not impossible. He thought that any

" anncuncement of the armistice just then would be highly undesirable and would
roslt in the immediate cccupaticn of Home by the Germans. The airborne cpera-.
tion, he said flatly, would be disastrous.

Taylor and Gapdiner pressed him f~r recsons.  wihy did he feel the operation
couldn!t succeed° Carbeni said the new German unlts had taken control of the
airfields whlch were to be their cbjectives.

His Rome troops, which were Lc have been counted on for help, were in an al-
most defenseless condition, The ucrmcns had been keeping a c¢lese grip on sup-— .
plics of ammunition and fuel in tho sren and deling it cut te the Itallan army
in the smallest possible raticns., His scldiers had cnly encugh ammunition for a
fow hours of combat. They had almest no petrol to ensure their mcbility. They
coild not put their hands cn the supplies neéded to provide hidden stockpiles
for the american parachute division. The Germans were alert, suspicicus. They
" would come in and slaughter both his Ttalian seldiers and the americans dropping
from the skicse

ThHe two dmericans were alarmed by Carbenl's pessimistic peint of view.. Their
rospon51b111ty was a heavy cnc. Knowing how nb felt, they believed that his cow-
operation in the agreed plan— if they insistel on c.rrying it through— would be
highly doubtful. The evening was passing *ust anl every minute was vital if they
were eventually to step the sirberne cperaticn, The cnly way to settle the mat-

_ ter finally, they decided, was teo gec the head ~f the Italian Govermment. They
'askcd te be takcn tn Ma rsnul Bw@rvllo at once. '

The Itﬁllans demurred. It was late. The Marshal was an old man, and could
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not be disturbed. The ride threough the strects was long and risky. Tomereow
weuld de Just as well; pubt off the meeting untll the merning, and they weuld be
taken tr sae Badnalﬁc.

But the imericuns insisted, They could picturs the airbcrne scldiers pro-
paring to hep off the next afterncen, perbaps to drop into certain death. This
was ne time for dnacticon or the finer courtesics. Thoey refused to be nut of f un-
til the next day, and under their insistsnt demands Carbeni finally agreed to tak
them to Badegliols home,

They came down inte the Jdarkened street and ¢limbed with Carbonl into his
private limousine., They had put thoir trooch ceats on over thelr uniforms and
gat well back in the derimness of the topowat,  Several tlies thby were stopped by
‘sentries, but their danger cu tids ride seeasd less Lecsuse of the blackout and
the presence of Carboni, When thelr car was halte by a s»ﬂt v they remained sits
ting back as for as they o uld in the “arkness while Genoral G rooni leanerd £ore
ward into the pocol of 1isbt cest by the sentryls torch and with 2 word got the
car cleared past the brrricr, Seversl times the sentrics were Germane Carboni's
uniform and Ttalian officor's crp weuld come inbe view =% the car window and the
suqtryQ noting the insignie of his high renk, would refrain frowm flasking his
tereh inside the car.

Il

Neither Tayler nor Cardiner felt any real chill «f fear, They knew they wer
running a great risk, but 1t was only the resction of the Tielians about them
while they were in Homo that brought home to them fully the danger o»f thedr pose
ition. The Italians were terrified ~f the Yeruens gererelly, and thrse whose
job it was t~ help the twe smerisan «Fficers al-ng were ofraid for their skins,

- They knew it would be all up with them i1f they were ecaught in the company of the
two dmericon officers. doving ne real perscnal knowledge of how tight the :
German grip wes in Rome, Garainer and Tayler busked in the walowr of ignerance,
Their only measure of the perilotsness of tneir S+tu4t1 n they cbtained in the
refiection of the behavior of these srcund them.

Ther: was an air-rald alert en as they moved throwsh the darkened gtreets.
I litary turfcts in Reme had already been subji2eted to twe ralds by the wllied
alr Yorcesy; and the inhabitants were jittery., The rifc Jaste? for abrut twenty
minutes, and the enr pulled up befere Marshal BUA\[1L0'S lmpressive villa, It
was already after midnight but the whele houscheld was up in pyjamas and dresge
ing-govms owing to Yhe alert,

~ Leeving them seated in the cak, Garbond rong and was admittod to the darken—
e housecs He sgpent fiftoon winutes insile talldng with Baleglics Then he came
out end invited Gardiner and Taylcr to enter and Jjoin Marshal Badeglic in his,
Cstudy,

BaDOGLIO HESITATES
5y David Brown

Chapter 19

Le great entrance hall ~f Badoglio's impressiva modern villa was brilliiante
1y lighted behind its blackoutb curkains, and the smericans blinked a 1ittle until
their eyes became accustemed to the light, They had a few mements to glance
arcund before they werc ushered in. There were sreat halls of white marble, deep,
soft, luxuricus rigs, marble nymphs and cther statuary a-vantagecusly placed. in
the halls and staircnse, lovely padnbings, and the mest modern type of private
glevators leading to the upper floers. The furniture wes medérn and costly,
Badeglio's expeneive new villa had been the subject of much crmment in Rome, pole
itical and ctherwise, when it had been built shertly after his roturn from the
Etniopian war.
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The Marshal was waitihg for them in his study. Like the rest of the house-
held, he had been awakenod by the air-rald alarm, and was wearing pyjamas and
lowgging robe, Ho “root64 thom cordially and made some reference to the alert,
1nd¢cat1ng his costuma

M tmought thﬂrv were te be no mere bmmbans nf Rume,” he. Suld tn thcm, re—
prrachfull o !

They tock seats in the study, Llinel with pictures and mementces of . ‘
Badogliots leng military ceruse. . Both the wsmsrican officers knew French, theugh
their Itelien was net gocd enough for ounversa+i«nal use, So Badoglic and
Taylor talked in French, while CSulonel Cardinor teok notes as the discussicn pro-

ceaded, It turneﬂ cut bo be ¢ very tense, short interview,

Brigadier~General T”yl“r'was tho pnkusmnﬁ for the anTlGanS, and plunger
right inte the heart - £ the matter. He tele the Marshal hew olarmed they were
that Carbeni felt the armistice crulin't be declarsc, and Lhdt the use. of the

“dlrbﬁrne plﬁn vias unfesirable.

“Badoglic replied that hé agréec perfectly with General Carb ni,

The two simerics no had meanwhile been sizing up the aged Marshal, . The
first and mest striking imnression they received was rcne of feebleness. They
o saw him as an ~ld man, already growing wealk. Iiresisbilbly they feund thomselves
copparing him mentally with Marshol Petain., They leoked at tkc walls of the
study, hung with reminders of & brilliant military wmreer covering f£ifly-five.
Fanrs, Badorlic had aiveady been a soldier for thirteen years before Ganeral
Taylor was born. Badegiio had the wisdom and evperience of years, but they
wondered if he stdlll retained his aLtr¢bunes of Surenftn and. deul51on,

‘He gave them his estimate of the situsticn, which was 1n 1arge measure a
reiteration of Genéral Carbonil's arguments. He pointed out that because of the
new German dispositions nc_lacked sufficient forces to guarantee holding the .
airfields, The Gormons had, fortunntely. not become aware of the negotiations
that had been golng on. but fellowing Mussclini's dewnfall they had feared
what course Itu"J_m¢ghb take, and had been sending heavy reinforcements into
the country, There were alrsady ninetaen Gorpan dlvisions in Thaly.

Paretheulieally one of Gurmerny!s worst blunders had been the shifting of
her diplomatic staff within ItmL; after the collapse of Fascism. .She had sensed,
of course, that something was going to happen, but didn't kiacw what or when.
She had téken steps obher bhan military ones. She had made wholesale changos
and replacements to brezl:s up whot she feared mlght be harmful Tialo-Gorman
friendships, and in order, as she theught, to increase the toughness. and alert-
ness of hor diplomatic and intelligence stalfs within Italy. She didn't want
long usage, carolessnusu, cr +onwmﬂnwnﬁinp'frierdships to interfere with their
kesness and alertness in o crisls. But by so deing she had broken many long-
developed channels of information through which she might have been able to got
a‘hint of the ntgotlatlons at Ligsbon.  Gersany's own sienncr of keeping up her
hostile -pressure against her 41ly had cost her the pessibility of getting ad-

- Vance warning_of the surrender.

Bado Tio mﬁde it Uialn that he not only thoupnt Lbo clrborpe pldn Cﬁu¢dn'
‘suCCuod, but that he w*nteq the Qnaouncemcnt of the Armlstlcg put cff, '

Taylor qucka pointud cut to him the situsticn in which Ita;y”found her-
sclf~ & British army advancing up from the scuth, her railrcads and lines of
communlc?tlon devastated by allied air raids, which were inereasing deily in
_pcw or mnd wculu contlnde to 1nc“Lase as }_cn'y as the Germ ins remalnud in Italy
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and the Italians failed to come in on the allicd side. Which was the more to be
feared by Italy, the Germans or the allied sir Force, backed up by one army al-
‘ready landed on the mainlend and another one coming? Taylor pointed out the like-
ly effect on Italy if she repudisted the agrecments entered into by her acw-
eredited representatives in Lisbon and solemnly signed in Siecily only three days
before.  He did not think that Italy desired to, or could, repudiate thoss under-
takings.

Almost with tears in his eyes the old Marshal rencewed his protestations of
friendship for the 4llies. &1l he wanted, he said, was a delay. He couldn't
believe that the Allies would turn against fricends who were only waiting for a
"propltlous momant" to join hande. Unaware, like all the other Italians, that the
agsault at Salerno was schedules Tfor the followlng night, and that the invasion
flect was.already on the Msditerranean, he esxed Teylor to return to General
Eisenhower and explain tho situstion as he saw it, stressing his. (Badoglio's)
complbtu desire to cooperate, pub stressing, also, the unsuitability of condition:

that moment for putting their plans into effect.

_ deOEllO, like the rest, was obsessed with all-prevading fear of German re-
taliation. Rome was the crux of that fear. Thoy could not contemplate the
Germens coming in and damaging, perhaps destroying it, It was the cenber of thel:
world, It was the seat of their fortunes, their homes, of all their vested in-
terests and the source of all thelr political snd military power. Through the
long centuriss of its aneient glory it had come to mean more te the Italians
than Italy itselif. They coal& more calaly contemplate the loss of hundreds or
thousands more Italian soldicrs 11;ht;ng in the Haples arvea or in Southern Italy .
through their failure to fulfill thelr agrecment, than the damaging of cne build-
ing in Rome by revengcful Goruans. They were &ll fearful and pessimistic, and
their fears made thom all see the futurc through dark glasses. :

Badogliot's atbitude ethomﬂzud the terror they all felt, "I'1l declare the
Armistice 1f sou inegist, but the Gormans Wlll be in here and cut my throat by to—
morrow night," he seid at ono point.

- The youbnful looking Taylor: found himself in an unenviable spot. He had
come on his mission to do a concrote wilitary Job. Suddenly he found resting on
his shoulders the weight of the whole srmistice, and possibly the whole future
of the Italian campaign. -

acbually, of course, it was & prebiy clear-cub proposition. Within a few
moments of starting thelr falks with Carboni, beth Tuylor and Gardiner had felt
that the whole project was hopeless. Bven earlicr, waen they had errived and
found that no staff conferences had been arranged, nothing done to further their
military miosion, they had begun to feel ‘definite misgivings. Despite the fact
that he was the @r first harbinger of bad news, they Looi ed-upon Cerboni as a stro
‘and eifective flguﬂe. He was resssuringly antli-German. His mother was an
smerican. The Germans mistrusted him and had him conotantlj under surveillance,
Teylor regarded him as the most decisive and commanding figure they met in Italy,
and one who would prove of the greatest help to the allles if he managed to es-
cape from German occupied territory. He sabt back now and listened to thelr talk
with Badogiio.

Viith the shortness of the time remaining constantly in his mind and guiding
his decisions, Taylor slid over Budogliols suggestions that he return and lay the
problem before General Eisenhower, Instead, he urged the larshal to place his
own full statement of the cass before Eiscnhower at once by wireless. Badoglio
agreed, and sat down to draflt alm message. He wrote out at the same time a full
statement in long hand for Generea iuy&Of to take back in person,




The essence of his pos ;-'Cn which he
ha wantpd

incorporated In his tciegram was what

;..J

1)} To delay ths armistice 21100 uncemyﬂt, and
2y To withhold the plan ;cd sirborne oporation .
- Badoglio had alvesdy wea hils SuCGJd poin® without a struggle, for the allies
depended on his cooperabion fo; the cirborrne operation, and if he couldn't co-
coperate they couldn't o ahead with it. It wuas the first point that became the
all imporiant one, - C : '
Dadoglio drafted his telesvsm to fisenkower twice, each time shrewdly insert-
ing a phrase tiiat would indicate that Goneral Taryior agzresa with him, He acde
use of such phrgses ag "es Goneral fuylor imors,"” and "us is understood by Gep-
eral Teyicrs" Bach time Tiy lor, no lesw acutu, looked the message over and
handed it back to Hadeglio for revisicn. @n tke third try deog_lo‘s messags
stood on its own Zest, and Tuyler say down ab the &

furshalls desk and wrote down
his own brief:recommendation te Jemeral Eisenhewer that the sirborne operation be
cancelled, He put both messages im his pocket to be handed over later for trans-—
mission. -

' !

During the whols of the intarview only ¥rench had been spoken. Bub now, as
the dderican officers got up to leave, Murahol Bacdosilo spoke in Thalieén. He
took Tuylor by the hand and swors by his horor, 2s & soldier of [ifty five years
service, that he was sincere in his dealings with the sllles. e was gquite
apotional in his protestaticons of friendship «nd good falih.

"Wou cannot doubt ny honssty," be salds "It 1s my only desire to please and
assist the #llies

"'He ushersd thwm to the docr, shook their hands agein, and bade them good-
nieght, %he two of "leers drov» buck to their guariers in the Pallazzo Capreras It
was & guist, uneventful return trip. Tihey were stopped by sentries as before,

but Csrboni got them through without dliflculties. WVihen they reached thelr rcoms .
they looked through the messages sgain for a final check-up on their contents,

and handed them over to Goneral OCurboni for trapnsmission over the secret ”su;t—
case® set, This was hidden songwhers in the offices of the Itallan Supreme
Cofmand, Taylor signed his mossage at 1.2l. They got te bed about 27a.m. It
wag already September 8bh, the day on which the hrmistice was to be announced,

- Taylor was to learn later thet atmospheries, which had been raising havoc
continually with thair messazs trensmlsesion during the entirve threc weeks' perlod, -
were especially bad that night. The m‘ssabe he filed at L. 21 did not reach
Algiers until siz o'clock on the morning of hie Sth., &sea It was hours. later bee~
fore its vital coutants resched advoneced Headouarters, whers it had to be ~and
was~ acted upon with eelerity by Gemeral disenhowsr and his staff. It reached
them none Loo soon. ‘

Witk the thoroughnsss and foresight that had nrov¢dbd :aneral Bcdcll Smith
and Brigedicr Strong w1th prepared srmistice terms and with the "B radio set be=
fore they sct out for Lisbon, a#liied Heedjuarters had aWSo provided for sémething
goinz wronz with the alrborne plan, Iao taeir discussiens at Cassibils, the pos—

ibility had besn envisaged of the Italisns net going threugh with the schene,
and-a code word had besn agrsed upon to indi dicate that the opcration was to be panw
cellad. ‘Thet code word was the word "innocuous.!" The 4l1lizd Command understood
Lhat if they mot eny messarze from luViQf “Oﬂtdlﬂln" that werd they werc to. flash
a -message at once to the JbSbmblj mozmu of tio ueranw lelSlon haltzng thelr
prupora 1ons.

hun u“rdlnar and J*'Agf'an@kﬁktﬁ‘k




the wireless transmission. As an extra precaution, Taylor sent a two word mesw
sage about 11 otclock that morning. "Situwation innocucus" that message read. It,
too, was delayed, end was ralayed through to advanced Headquartors late in the
afterncon. Taylor's first recommondation had just been rccoived, and orders
hastily flashed through to the airborne troops, Yhey did not erCh the airborns
commander until 4:30 in the afterrocon. The transport planus were already lined up
to take hils men to Italy, and the p?T chute soldiers, finely truined, tense and
cager to start their oporatlon, were a gaq/ preparing bthelr packs a nd parachutes.,
In a very short time they were Lo be utuppmdﬁ aboard the plancs, the order to

stop the operation came as & blow to them, and they grumbled some ¢s they stowed
their kit back in their tents. "ihy couldsiy Scoand-So Geacrals make up thelr
minds?"  they wondered, as they tramped dlsconsclately sway from the assambly arda,
They could not know they had just béen savaed from dropping into what &t the
moment looked like bhe jaws of certein deaths

4% the Palazzo Caprera nothing romeined for Gardiner end Tuylor to do ex—
cept wait for ordors from «1licd Hozdguerters. They roamed about their rooms
nervously, Taylor poeked ocut tliough the closed shutters and got & sudden warm
thrill of recognition. He was lockirg down slantwise— the shubbters prevented a
full viow— on & sight he knew! He hod never been in Rome before, bub below him .

‘was a lovely little fountain, snd he knew it at onca, |

"It was the fountaln of Saint Baraardo, that used to be on the cover of my
high school art text book,"” he said, "I would have recognized it anywhere. It
gave me a guser and pleasant thrill,"

Adr-raid sirens and thon the sound of bombing penetratad to their clesed
rooms. It was the destructive allied raid on the German military Headquarters in
the subwrb of Frascati, & fow milcs away. The americuns knew it was the Flying
Fortresses in action, though thoy did not khow what thy target was. "It soundesd
as though the target werc getbing guite o pasting," laylor romarked.

In the limitoed travelling about Rome, most of it at night, they hed scen
no evidence of bombed domage to the city itsclf. On thelr entry they tad. to
make detours where bombs had inone srea domsged reilread crossings during bhe
first raid on Home, but all they saw supported the sirforcels c¢laim that the bombe
ing had been well controlled and had hit only militery torgeis. Rome had scemed
to them very quiet. They had cxpected to find cheotic conditions in the city.
Tnstead they had, in thelr limited obssrvotion, seon everything to be normal and
calim, the people seamingly rejolceing over having got rid of Fusselini and enjcy-—
ing their new found freedom from Fascist convrol. Traffic throngh the streot
they had observed to be of the usual wartime nature, with a grest preponderance of
military vehicles, but thoy hod sseen aumgrous private cors ag well, and the Applan
Viay nad been liberalliy dotted with privets automebiles. Tucir food was excellent.
The Itelizns who had becn in chq¢gv, at lotgh lnughed, at the talk of food short-
agese. e could have had rilot mignons at every meel, and there wes alwnys wine',
they cobserved.

Goneral Carboni came in to ses them about 11 o'clock and told them that orders
had just been received from hlliud Headquartors for them to return, It was part
of their plan to take  an Italian General back te Jorlth eivlea with them, to join
Castellane and his now increasing steflf, &ab Lirst the Itelions had declided to
send General Reoatta, the army Chicl of Syaff. Wle ollicd Gonerals felt a Iittle
icery of this cholce, because Hostta hod boon willt ey attache in Berling and
had always been very close with the Germans. . Bub ..oy politely refrained from
saying sos Possibly the Italians romewbered this and decided thate Reatta
would be a useful man to havs avound when the Gors woard the sad news of the
armistice. &t any rate, thelr norince was chenged, Lieutenant-General

Francesco Rossi, Deputy CHLL- o, the Genercl SGeDD, was picked to go along with
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them. They were also‘taking back an interpreter, whoses name was Taglivavia,

Taylor and Gardiner had nec prepsrations to make for their departure: They
had brought no baggage. They had an escellent lunch with the Italian officers,
and rested and lounged in thelr roons untll half~past four. Then their 1little
truek drove up under the porte-cochere of the buildinu, so they might be shieldsd
from the gnze of any stray passers-by. UThe apericans had already said their good-
bjes to C\rbonl and the other Italian officzrs., The four passongers climbed in~
General Rossi, Tapglievia, General Taylor and Colencl Gsrdinsr, Driving out of the
town to Centoselle sirfield they agnin had to make detours, for their road crossed
the railroad lines which had becn heavily bombade

4s they drove on to the airrficld they bhad their closest brush with danger of
the entire trip. Their venicle had to holt te allow the passage of a detachment
of marching troops, Pecring through the little frosted windows the american of-
ficers saw with a sudden chill that they wers German soldiers, They merched up
close boside the truck. Taylor and Gardnur, crouching in the back, could have
reached out their hands and touch them. Were they going to halt and search the
truck?  The dmericans sighed with relief ze the truck got its engines sterted up
again and drove far out on the field, away from the aduinistration buildings and
any curicus loungers on the edge of thu parking arceas,

Taiting for them on the far side of the ficld was a throe-motored Savoya-
Marchebtti, with a crew of four, Ibs ongine was warmed up, the propsllers whirling,
They hopped out of the back of the truck and climbed aboard the plane as fast as
they could. The door wes glammed shub, and without loss of time the Saveya taxied
out to the runway and took off. The interior of the plane was comferbable fitted
with tables, chairs, charts and pides of memeranda, and had evidently been used
to take Italian OiflCC”s about thl country.

They took off from Centoselle at 5 o'clock. Ib was a beautiful, sunny after-
noon, 45 thoy elimbed the americons had their first real lock at Roms, spread oub.
in panorama bencath them. The deme of Szint Peler'!s rose in the distance and
was quickly left behind as they headed shraight for the cosst, betwoen Sardinia
and Corsica, Once over the sea they burned Scuth and made for Tunis.

A1lied airersft patrolling the North ofriecan Ceasti had been warned the
Savoya wes coming, and instructed not to molest 1t. Nono chme near them unbil
just as they were cressing the Yunisian const. Thon an imerican fighter plane
spotted the Savoia with its Ttalian warkings and came over to investigate; it
circled the Savolza for a while nd pove Lhe Thalian and smerican cocupants soms
momaats of real anguisn. Then, apparently satisfied, and aware of the "don't
molest" instructions, it flew off, :

The flight from Home took zbout two hours. When they put in at Bl aouina
idrfield, a feaw miles outside Tunls, it was Just after 7 ofclock. General
Eisenhower had gone on the air and announced the Italian Armistice to the Werldd

‘at 6:30. 4lmost simuliancously the Eritish Broadeasting Corporation from Londen
and the dmerican Facdio netwerks had started te sproad the news uround the glcbe,
The airfield persomnsl were in a ferment of cxeltements

But befeore they loft the airfield, T_VTOTJ Gordiner and their two Italian
companions had their owrr surprise. ﬁﬁd 5 nad boen kepb tuncd in and had picked
up the news of Badoglic's announcement. He hed jene on the air one hour after
General Eisenhower, and had mode his proclamatiocn to the Italian pecple and the
darmed ferces of ITtaly. Here iz what he-sadd:




"The Italian Government, recognizing the impossibility of continuing the un-—
cual sbruggle against the overwhelming power of the cnemy with the, objeet of :
avoiding further and more grievous harm to the nation, has requested an ermistice
from-General Eiserhower, Commander-in-Chicf of tho anglo=ameriean sllicd Forces.,
This request has been granted.

"The Ttalian Forces will, therefore, coase all acts of hostility, ageinst the
inglo-smerican forces wherever thev mot bo met, They will, however, oppose Al
(o) t o 3 3
tacks from eany other querter,!

Morshal Badoglico hed retreated from the position he had taken the evening bo-
fore, and had made the shncuncement ns ho hed criginelly cgreed. The dic was casb.
Tbaly was now in it with the »llizs.

Taylor and Gardiner looked curicusly et (oneral Rossi when he heard the nows.
Rosal turned grey under his skin. Hig foolings bad been the sams as that of

. Badoglio and the other Jxalian leaders., FHe had wanted more time to talke prepar-
atory measures against the Germans who werc now swarming in Ibtaly. Like them, his
only thought was, what would happen to Roume? : -

The two émericon officers had comploted their wission, and sverything had
worked out satisfactorily. Though the Itelians didn!d yet know it, the invasion
flect was at that moment neading in tovard the beachss at Szlerno, The airborng

operation had been caliced off by the narrowest of marsins,

mission wes that it stopped an
the circumsbances, hays been disase

Mie believe that the wholo value of our
operation which in our judgmont would, under
trous,’ Genoral Taylor summed it up for dmc.




SECTION 5

DIVISION .AFTER CTION REPORT, SEPTMIBIR - NOVEIBER 1943,

1s Preporctory to the cpernticons underboken by the Division and its
cempenent units during the wnth f Scobember, 1943, six diffcrent
missiong wore preporcd in deteil by the Divisicn Stoff, only twe of which
wore destingd to be put in excouticn. Those tee were o junmp by the 509th
Prrechute Infantry Battalion in the vicinity of AVELLINO cn the night of
September 1l and jumms by the S0Lth and 505tk Carhot Teoms on the nights
cf Septomber 13 and 1L on the benehes soutin of the SELE River os rein-
forcoment for the VI Corpse  Althongh the Diviaion Stoaff perticipoted in
the plamning of thesce cperations, the corbot tooms underteking them peosscd
te army or VI Corps conbril cn their tiake— £ ond the histoery of thelr
subscquent monguvers is thereiore the history of the units themsclves and
of the irmy or Corps of which thoy were ot thot bime o port, Jikewlisce the
325th Cenbat Teem (includine 3rd Batholion, 504th Porochute Infantry),
which cle~red LICAT., SICILY Sepbtewber 13 for o secborne mevesent to
AVALANCHE begon its Ibelicn cocretions under contrsl other than thet of the
82d drborme Division Command,

2, Division Headquertors end dotnchments of Division Specinl Troops
sir-landed in the PAESTUL .aco Sopbtarber.18 and the SOhth nnd 505th Corbob
Teoms were Lrought under Division contrel after thoy were withdrrym from
actunl corbat cperntions in the vieinity of LAIBANELL. and LLT.VILL., ITALT.
Thereafter, for sovernl deys the Divisicn Commond, through those twe combad
teoms, underbesk pobrel ~etivities in the viednity of ROCC.DLSPIDE mnd
CLSTEL~CIVIT.., wiile the 325th Combat Teom wos being cctively congoged on
the SORRENTO Peninsuln s an e¢lement of the Ronger Forcc.

3, lrvement of the moin body of the Divisicn frem the vieinity of
CASTEICIVIT. to the SORRENTO Penminsuln woe begun Scpbomber 26 and the
Diwision CP cpencd ot 1LORI on thot dete and irmedictely tock commenc of
o togk foree cn the peninsule, ecnsisting principrlly of whet hod beon the
Renper Foree olrendy cvercting there ond the divisionel porechuto clements -
nowly brought frem CASTEICIVIT., Lt. Cel. Dorby was placed in commond of
the Eost Porce uwnder the Division Commender, with heedguorters of IGORI,
and Col, Jomes ! Goving in gommand of the Yest Forec, in the AGERO L
arcoe . The Division CP wos moved to W aliT Septonber 27. That night o
gonoral advence was begun, with the madn offort through CHIUNZL Pess in the
Eegt, ond o supporbing offert throush the AGFROLA=--GRAGHLNO tunned in the
Wost, The advence was 1ielbly oppesed ond entirely sucecssiul, the first
trocps dcbonching into the B.EHO Plain corly the follewisg merning, From
the 28%h e the 30th the onbire {orec ecnvorged on CETTLLALRD and cone-
cenbrated in thot vieinity,  On the 30th the 3rd Bottelion, 505%h Poro-
chute Infentry, led the adveonee olong the moin hiphway routes as far os
TORND ANNUNZI.T., and the cnbirc divisicn procceded ints the eity of
NLPLES the following day,

he Leading clements of the 82d iirborne Division, with the Srd
Botbalion, 506th Parachute Infontry, serving os advence pucrd, cntercd the
city of N.FLIS about norn Octcher 1, 1943, on the moin highways leoding inte
the city from the South. - The Division was preecded os for s the scubhors
cxtromity of the city suburbs by reconnoissonce clements of the 23rc
armored Brigade (British), which ot thot peint diverged to the Nerthesst
ond by-passcd the city itsclf, The cntire eity wos cccupled and put under
patrol before nightfall,

1

5. Excopt frr cloments of the Divisica dutoched from it te scrve
under other commonds, the Division romrine: througheut the month-in the City
of NLPIES, cherged with the responsibility for meintaining order, and sor
ne further combot servicey 8ailing for ilorth Irclond on 19 November 19034
e '




ELDNUSARTERS FIFTH ARMY
Jxo P 0. #14,6!4_, Uc th J.r.lh.j.

In the field,
1 October 1943,

SUBJECT: Division of Heopon81b111ty between GG, 82d nlrborno Division
' and CG, Fifth srmy Base Section.

CG, 82d sirbcrne Divlsion
CG, Fifth wrey Hasce Section
Cu 10th Corps (52)

CG VI Cerps (U.S.)

To

1. The CG, €2nd airborns Divisicn, utilizing illicd troops uader hig
command, is charged with the maintenance of peuce and good order-in the
City of Faples and the guarding of ald militery installations, . public works
and other public proporty. He will act dirsctly under the Commanding
Genaraly Fifth srmy, pursuant to Operntion Iunstruction Ne. 3, 22 September
1943, hv will also utilize the services of the Carabinieri and other
Italian civilian police which he will conbrol through 4llied Military Govern~
nment channcls., Hc will also be responsible for local defense, and the dis-
ciplinary control of all illied Military perscnnel within the c1ty

2+ The CG, Fifth srmy Base Section (Brig. Gen. Pence) will be charged
with the general administrative control of Naples, cxcept for the function
allotted to CG, £2ad sirborne D¢v1alon under Par, 1. smong his functions
will be: '
» Contreol of &llied Military Government within the area, except for
its poll"lng functicns. This will include supervisien of the provision of
. food and medi@ﬁl supplies for the civilian populatien. :

b. Meintenance of ubilities of all serts to the extent necessary for
}mllitary purpesss, . -

Ce Establlshmbpt of supply dumps in coordlnatlon wzth chiefs of Secthﬂ,
Flfth Army

d. Reconst"u0ulon and operations cf the port srse,

: 2. heguisition of rec 1 estate and motters of quartering, billeting and
similar activitiecs, as proscribed in Ldministrative Instruction Wo. 1l.

f. Signel communicaticns within the Fifth srmy Base Scction,
ge Transportation insofar es it pertains to basc section activities,
h, PAD, fire fighting, traffic control-and sanitation.

By command of Licutenant Genersl CLARK:

Je/t/ M. Fo GRNT
Colonel, iGD,
adjutant Gbncral
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SECTICH 6

THE 325TH GLIDER TNFANTRY

On September first, 1943, the 325th Combat Team, consisting of the 325th
(lider Infantry, with an attached parachute infantry battalion, field and
coast artillery, combat and shore engineers, and medical personnel, was under-~
going intensive training near Bigerte, Tunisia, for the shore landing operatio
known as “Avalanche." On September 3rd, while the Cowbat Team was engaged:in
loading its heavy equipment on LST!'s, the mission was cancelied,

Plamning was commenced on Sepbember hth to move the Combat Team to Sicily
by plane, and on the Sth, the lst Batbalion, 325th Glider Infantry, Company
wat, 307Eh Airborne Tmngineers, and the advence party of the Cowbat Team moved
to Airport No, 2, Fateur, Tunisia, The advance detall boarded planes at 1700
and B nded at licate, Sicily, at 1915 on September 6th. On the same date the
2d Battalion of the 325%th moved to Airport No., 2, liateur. Both the 1st and 24
Battalions boarded planes on the 7th. The 1st Battalion landed at Gela West,
Sicily., The battalion headquarters and part of Company YF" of 2d Battalion
landed at the Trapani-Mico airfield, Sicily, and the rest of 2d Battalion land-
ed at Comiso, Sicily., On the same date the 3rd Battalion, 5olth Parachute
Infantry, attached, moved by plane from Africa to Comiso, Also on Sepntenber
7th, the 319th Glider Field Artillery Battalion and the 24 Platoon of the 307#
Airborne Enginecr Company attached left by water for Faiori, Italy, from which
point the 319%th was used in support of the Ranger Task Force. The Engineer
platoon was also used in action north of lialori. ’

Repginmental Headquarters Company, Service Company and the Regimental
Liedicsl Detachment of the 325th, together with Battery WA"Y of the 00th Air-
borne Antiaireraft Battalion and Company "AY, 307th Alrborne “ngineers less
the 2d Flatoon, moved by plane to Castelvetrano, Siclly, on September - Bthe
The advance echelon of the Combat Team had already moved from Licata to
Castelvetrano by truck on Sepbtewber Tth, The dispersion of the 3125th Combat
Team, less detachments, among various Sicilian airfields was dictated by the
possibility of a mission involving air landings in the vicinity of Rome.

The next few days were spent standing by in case the airborne mission
materialized. On the 9th, reconnalssance was made for a possible bivouac
area to be used in case of concentration of the Combat Team near the Trapani-
lilo airport, On September 10th, the Regimental Personnel Section arrived
at Castelvetrano from Bizerte by plane. ,

The Cowbat Team, less the elements previously sent on a separate mission
on the Gth, and less the two antitank platoons of Regimental Headquarters
Company, moved by plane to Iicata on September 13th and was loaded on ICI's,
which left the port at 2000 the same date. At 1L30 the followlng day, the
I0T's arvived at Palermo, Sicily. The troops remained aboard overnight, and
at 0500 on the 15th, the ICI's left for a destination near Salerno, Italya
At 2300 that night the Combat Team landed on the beach 18 kilometers south of
Salerno and remained there untilt morning.

. On the 16th, the 3rd Battalion, 5SOhth Parachute Infantry, left on an un-
known mission.  The 2d Battalion, 325th Glider Infantry, less Company “CY,
which was atbtached to Headquarters, Fifth Army, departed by ICL's to work with
the Rangers on a beach head narth of Salerno. For the ®xt five days the 24
Battalion held positions on Ht. San Angelo di Cava against enemy action which
culminated in an eight-hour attack on September 20th. The Battalion held its
ground. '

The remainder of the Combat Team marched five miles to a bivouac area neal
Staz di Ceppuccio, Italy. At 0700 on September 17th, Company "G", 325th :
Glider Infantry, left by ICI's to ocoupy the Tsland of Ischia, southwest of the
harbor of Naplese The 3rd Battalion of the SOLth was relieved from attached
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at 0001 the same date, and the rest of the Combat Team was alerted to go to
the front at 2130, :

&t 0300 the following morning, the lst Battalion, 325th Clicer Infantry,
moved out and tock up positions northeast of Al“ﬂmu?l%, Itely, in supoort of
the 3rd Battaelion, SOLth Parachmbe Infuntry, Reg 1mon sl Headguarters Com~
Emny, Service Company, and the hegimental Dedical Dot ahhm(nt, 320th, with

orpany Headouarters of Company AR of bhe 30 ?tn Al“bOTHC Lrglnn(rs, noved to
a bivouac arca fhovth one mwile southeast of Llbonellia. The Hegimentedl COF was
also esteblished at this point, AL 0630 on the same dote (Soptorbor 10tﬂ),
the Llst Platoon of Company AW, 30TLL 515hge@*s, do'ned the lst Beattalion,

¥

The Intelligenco and Recormnismance }iatoml of Begiment al eadgquariters
Company, 325th Glider Infnnty 2517 Loan obscrvabion nost northecst of
Adbanella during the morning of the 1¢&h, wajlﬂ the aftorncon there was more
or doss shelling frowm Gormon 86ts, and during the night there was sowe artil-
lery firce AT 1622 on the 1?u1 Cownany "C" of the st Batbalion furnished a
30 man reconnalssance de lh a Tank Dogbroyer unlt. During the 19th, the
1st Battalion remainsd in o Q@L@HSiVC positfow v 0935 a 'ﬂtrol from Coupany
RON reported th:t‘*t as weet of Llbs and tkmt there was no cnomy
opposition, &bt 17C0 it was veported thot the %O man d@tcll yrith the tenk
dbatroyof unit was at Alteviliz,

On 3eptonbear EOth,’thv Corbat Toam was withdrawm from its positioms and
moved by trick to Beach Mo, 1 near Pacstum, Itly, romaining ther& overnicht,

‘At 1500 on the 2lst the Cowbal Team personncl moved by ICL ﬂnd LT to lmiori,

talye “Ouirment was sent overland by tiuck, ‘The Combet Team arrived ab
Halorl at 18790 ond was attocheéd to the Ronger Fovee. the 1st Battalim, 325th,
moved up Ho positiens at Mo, San Angolo &l Cava to rclieve the 2d Bebtalion,
which L@vcd.Laﬂl and boolr up positions behind the lst Battalim.  Yhe 3rd
Latual_on, 5CLth Pavachute mnl!ntry3 less COWQ&HJ I, wes agein atteched to -
the 325th Glider Jnfontry and took un positions on Fb. di Chiunwsi, The 319th
Glider Field Artilicry Rﬁtt“liom.was relievod from atinched and was attzched
to the lst Ranger Datialion, The Regimonbsl CP waes taiporarily esteblished
at Paiori, and iajor Zinn, Regimental S-2, with Copboin Derkut  Hegimentol
§-2, wenb forward to tht fronbt to give the ficld order for the following
day'!s onceratlons,

- On the 23rd, the 1st Platoon, 307th Adrborne Engincers moved up to work
with the lst Botbalion of the 3884k,  The Indelligence and Deconneissance
Flatoon of ltegimental Hesdquericors Compony was olso sont to the fronb, where
it was extensively uscd in potrol we C Sitler, Hegimental IDxecutive
Of ficor, and linjor Zimn, 3-3, ) & CP on the rosd bo Chiunzi
Pass, A ronort wos rocelved thol wes in position by 1500,
Heanwhile, the genernl attnek, in whic] ; mlssion s o defensive
one, had startod ot 0330 on * =1 wessels sholled thoe
mountains north of Molori dui: ‘ '

The Regimental CF wns mevod -from Hademd into the mountains on the
Chiunzi Pass rood on the morning of the «hth, una the forward CF personuncl
rioved to the Rogimrmt“l O locntion at 1200, At 2000 Colonel Iw\Lu} Coin=
mending O “Iiccr of the 325th Glider Infontry, directed a ﬂkoﬂiﬂg
of Let Battalion with rifle protection to _occuy high ground ¢ JOTAJCk czd
gtrale thoe ruLd towerd C“mcrcllo. By 0o0n the following day, ﬂo;<VLr5 iuu 5C
troops were forced to withdrow, having suffered scvercl cos valtlc.w

‘ On the 25th the-lst Bottolion wositions were the same as on the pro=
ccding day, strong cnemy cpposition b a front of Company "BY
from 0530 to G600, On ' relayed boek from the
chiment‘s ohagorvation o : aru¢1lury and naval guns to
shell an enomy trucl coluin relic, destroying 17 trucks.

o

“JO” Goneynl, Widpony ng uuka"l, 52d Akrborne Division, wes
pluccd in command of o1l the srer west of Solurno on September 26the  The
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arce was divided into cast and west scetors, I, Col. Derby of the Rangers
remaining in commend of bthe enst scebor, in which the 225%h was opersting.
The 26th was a doy of petrol oebivity, the British Lelng renorted out of con-
taclt with tho cnemy, The lst Bottelion of the 325th sont potrols tOWDld
Carcmelle, the 2d Batitelion, toword Hocenn. The 3rd Bottelion, 50Lth Poy
chute Infantry, patrolled toward o :nL, and other units, to tﬂu south of
Salo. On this dote the 3rd Botbholion of the 5Ohth Yefertcd to regimentol
control, and the 3254k returned to Divieion control ab 200,

On orcders from the Commanding Cfflicc
Bottalion, 325th, attacked the rosd gomtin
tact with the Léin Divieton on the T
Force plan Lo selve Po cgitions in the w
Sectenber-this oocration wos sucresefully comploted as far as HﬂLtu of the
325th Combat Toom were concernced, and vnits hald the positisns cebeblished on
the prcvious Aoy,

of Foreo uondquowfcrn, the lsb
sest of highwey 18 Yo ostoblish con-

hi, This cperabtion woco port of the

q

On September 29th, tho 320%h Combat Team moved to San Egidio and
bivouacked thore overnight. On orﬁtbmber 20th, the Combat Tean soved to an
assenbly arca cost of Cagbollommore, where the two anbitonk nlatoons of
Roginentel Heacguarters Cowpany rc30ﬂ10( tho mmhlﬂgnt hav1ng arrived by hont
from Termini, Sicily. On thls doy the officcrs of the Combn® Temm were in-
formed of plans for the oceupntion of Noples by the 82¢ Airborne Division bto
restore order ond provent riobting.

ETQJJQU;LRT‘"‘T{“ 325t
O Ti ]g.é/i U‘c

INFANTEY

October 20, 19113

To WThe 325th (lider Infontry in sction', dnted Octobor 19, 1943,

The lst Bat
souvthernst of
Division, s nt Gmh
SLronf nodnt ot 1330 on Su uL%L E?bh. At
coursc of which Licubenant GLJQQH, comaniing Gn wpeary YR, wos wounded and

“ntﬂln Bishon of Cowomiy "AY bosk over tho dircetion of tho stitack, tle
St101é noint was capturcd; togethor with Iour Ufi90ﬁ0¢03 o Germen rodic and
consigersble othor enery’ mﬁﬁcrial. O Josscs sore clant wounded agoinst
thirty Geormans killed. ig shrong voint hod been protecting an crtillery
checrvotion 1oqt rnd had heon hol - oun bhe advence of the EBritish 15th
Armored Brgggﬁc md tho Dritish Ltk Diviston

in oxcoution of orders to ~ttrnck the vood
astr 111 N eontaeh with the British Léth
whocn of uom*nny'“““, agiinet onemy
v o four hovr fight, in the

Lholion, 225th
ol vosition

i

he  THT RGUTH CARLOITT INFANTIY
( RXCERPTS FROM "DEVILS YITH BAGGY PANIS")

loah men of trho G0l were reiuctant to lenve thoir new=found hone in
Sieily; gronus were ripe for one thing, the lengnags wos much ensilor thon the
thousend end one Arah dialects encounborcd in africs, »nd then the Sieilinns,

whe wore firmly comvinced bhat thelr homelond was now an "imerican Islond®,
were quite willing bo show thedlr now bosess oogood timc,

A 4fn order from FLfth Army hon rq“~ra
Kairouvan, Neorth Africn, ”hﬁrc lt heermse
parnchute mission was in th i I
panies, broining wos ro s once cgnin deteched
from the regiment-this i oo for specinl booch
assault troining with thac htng._u and Bhe 325th 01lidcr Infontry.

woover, roeturned the regiment to
j 1y cvident that another
‘¢ ohgorbed by the come

Viey dn the onst secto n the 20th of



Orders soon came for the 50L to rcturn to Sicily; a more suiteble
Jumoing-off ploce for the invasion of Italy. They agoin boorded plancs in

Afrien onid flOu’ this time undlsturbed by encmy and fricndly flak, to Comiscco,
and Tropani, Sicily.

‘ tWocks of preparation fora jump at Copua, bricfings, tiny scale models
of the preposcd drop zone expertly carved by former German toy moliors—-worc
fOVro%t“n, The mission to Oopun had bech enoncelled:; the cnewy hod becn worn-—
ed. and wog walting on the DZ,

Then there was the misslon where men of the regiment wore to Jjump on Rome
and with the help of [ugﬁ%_n‘wartibtna, occurny the city. That, too, had been

concelled=ond on]v'th“pa mimzbos bofore the scheduled toke of £ 50¢ men worc

leguSucd at the time, bub subscovently folt diffcrently when they learned the
full svory of Gonernl To jicv‘ negobistions with lorshol Bpdoglio in Rome, and
. of his resultant docision to gbop ohe DRL from jumping into what his eleventh
hour information dlrclesad to be o trop.

" The 3rd Rottolion thon moved to Lilcotn ond reioined the 325th m d the
Rengers, Heore they boorded 10I's ~nd ecd out to scay they naw thb] WOTC
going to Italy, but othor thon thob, ¢n+urmiulon wng voguc. H Company!'s
boats left the coovey, ond on b(ﬁtkﬂbp? 3, rith o groun of Hongors, mode tho
initial lmadings on the ILtolon co LaT L Cgpos¢tion on the beceh wos
siight, and the peorncmtists guic adveneod into the mountaing overlooking

the const wheore tl*v 613uu"d the now femous Chiunzi Foss ond o vitel rodl-
road tunncl. :

G, Hezdguarters, ond [ Comnonics, with the remainder of the 325th Conbot
Tecam, swerved gouth ond on Sopterbor 13, landed on the b]oody‘ﬁé orno becchs, -
The Tmftwaffe and the Amcerieon and Bi 1t1 sh &ir forces provided an overhen

ghowr thot ron 2L hours = deye  That the mjlibbry'oitugtion ot S3alerno wms not
28 4% should hove been becrme wmore cvident with coch possing hour; Germen
tonks and strong 1ﬂ1“nirf foreus were pressing relentlessly toword the beech,
and the word wos passced ~round thau it would be fight or swime No prretroopcr
on whot beach wos in the mood for a twclve-mile swim, and with tho prospects
of o lost-ditch stond storing thom in the face, men of the 3rd Bottilion I
sctbled Gown and awaitoed developmonts,

The rcemoinder of the 504 whg restle cesly w?it7ﬂg ot clrficlds in Comiso,
and Trapani, Slcily, for the pgr;chutﬁ mission that thoy hod boen told to
expech.  On Scptomber 13, they were agoin alertods  “another dry runt, was
the cynical comment of most'mcn. Nevortheless, ench man gove his cguipment
a last winube check-Just in cosc, Torly chow wos crten mmd fmmediotoly
afberward the troops fell in ot thedr bivouse arcns in the appointed plane
loading formotions: then wnrched to thie bottered and rooflcss hangers whorc
they picked up their chubes,

It wrs nob until the men werc scotod in the plones thet the mission wns
discloscd. In proorbly the bricfest bricfing of any comporcoble operction of
the war, men of tho ,Jb were informed Bhit the Tift th Army boochheed in ITtely
wes in grave dengoer of belag breoched; thot the S0l wes bo jurmn behing
friondly lincs in the vicinity of the thr“ﬂtcncd'hro“kthrough in order o
stan the Germon odvonco, A p“L“flndcr group wos going in ncheod with specinl
coguipment to pguide the pl”ﬂ\ onbo the D4, the centor of which tte TFifth Army
was bo indicrte with o lnrge fl(lLﬂg ", Thot was nll; no one knew speci-
fic"lly'v1at wes bo bo' regeived of himenothing more bhhn the foct tﬂut the
Fifth Army wos ondnngoercd snd thot the 50 wis necded badly, Eadr mn folt
an inwerd surge of pride in his lmportonce. lorale climbed,

“

As the plahes sped down tqblﬂar strip and lifted into the night sky, thesc

men fellb thot th\y nad a big egsigiment ehind ‘of them: the rescuing of the
Fafih Army, T wugh some mo y‘h“VL Thad mis glwlavq sout what the morrow would
bring, they woere confident in thedr strength and nﬂphy'to be on the way.
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hortly aftor midaight the ﬁlﬁﬂas, flylno in ncolumn of bait&li?@s,
passad over the clerly rarkod D7 and unlonded their human cargoess 'ith the
excention of oicht plancs which failed to mvizate proporly 1o the DZy but
whos p11n010"ds wor o qubﬂ@ﬂnoq%ly aceovntod for, thore was lithle difficulty
of confusion cxporionced in compleoting tho wporation.. Assomily was mmda in
the dasigiatod arons With a minimia ]o g of tine and o lator check rove 110?
that caly 75 mon had sufferod injurics as a rosult of the jumps  This mission
ie still regarded as history‘u sronvbost oxmnple of tho mohility of airborne
troops——in cx~ctly alght hours tho 04 hnd boen notificd of ite jlsewn3
brisfoed, lcaded cnte plancs, junped on ifs nselsnod drop zond, and cormitted

agiinst tho cuery.

. frod the bosch and two milos

¢4 whs flash of punfire were distinctly
“"“bl Apsopipled, organizad, and entrucksd,
moving aleowly along the road that led in the

On the DZ, situntod a £
South cf Pacstun, tio boon of
cvident 2 short distonco g
the reginent was within
diroc%ion from vhonce tho sounds of battlo camos

By dawn the roginont, less the 3rd Battslon, was firmly emplocod in a-
thres milos Prom Pacotus and Scuthwest of Albanellds  The

dofcnn¢ve aactor
tion of o tank

dasrs 6? tho 14th and 15th of Soptorber, wors spent in anticipad
attack that threatored fron tho Calers River rogicn to tho Horths The 2nd
BibﬁﬂmlOH aseistod in the rapulsing of one tank stiack across the Scle River
vhile B Cezpony, ona roconmissance in fereo of tho snie ared, cncounbered
cpeatteorod and spall elensants of tho snenye The reglmeatal rocon platoon
patroted the arca sevoral nilss to the front and battaliorgaleo sont out
reeaonralssance and combat n<tru]s of thoir cwn with particular anphasis op the

Altﬂvllli goctar. : 7 - .

Hostilo mrﬁiilery firs, wag smasrodiec and larscly intordictory in charact~

Ler. Ay mobivity was confined principallv to frisndly. craft, though the enony
in groups of two and thros would ccereiomlly raio an adponranco ovor HO4

. positions only to be driven off by sntansc fire frow supporting snti-aircraft

uditss ' -

. . ‘ .
On tho rorniag of tho Wé*b,_fhc rogimont marchod four ~ilcs to occupy the

town of Albanclla, whorb at nocon, Uoloncl Tuclior issued to the battalion

commandors tho order to szizo ood hold 4he hizh ground surrounting Altavillas

‘The daws following wore, in %hu words of Gone lark W Clark, commndor
of tho Fifth dyey, "rosprasidble Zov saviag tho S‘}cruo bonchhoad' s Men of
the lst and 2nd Battalions +d noross tno flat valloy floor, wora sub- -
jectod feo intons: onomy artil & srall arns firc; countact botwesn the

e

¥
battalionsand tho 0P group woro lest, bub all units prossod fol sntlosely
forwerd and in spite of overwhelnine onory suporiority in pwibors, took theoir
"assignod objectives. Tho onory courter-attacked stubboraly, and on the night
cof the 17th, it boenzoe svident that help had to be sceoured 4f tho 504, now
complotely cut off from friendly forcss, was to hold thesc key positicns so
nocossary for the sseurity of tho bozchhond. o

7

_ Joneral Dawloy, corvmndor of the Sixth Corps, was contacbod by radio,
and suzges 3hed that tn rogizont withdraw and attoopt to catablish o line noaror
to-the beache It was thon that Ceol. Tucker uttored the statonent Lhﬂt
opitonized the saga of Albavilla=—"Retront, Helll ~—Scnd mo nytther batialiond
The 3rd Battalion was thon sont to rejoin the rogimost. They moved inko
‘positicn on Hill 344, the let and 2nd Battalions repulesd strong onomy .
countor-1ttadhs, contaet botwoon the unite was rade, nnd the Sclerno bosche

1

head vns sovad. The_noxﬁ'&ay tho 504 W.urdll vod by oleronts .of tho 36th
Divigion. : o

This, tho first dontaot with Zhe cnany for =on of the 904 since Sicily
and tho Tirat tismoe that tho rogiasent hnd boon comnitted as 2 ueit in any
single tnetical oporation, was a britle thit fwrnod the tide of the Gerrmn
onulaught on the Salerne beachiiead and frustrated tholr attompte to contain
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the Fifth Army within the confines of the coastal plain reaching as far as-
Altavilla. With ite {lanks secured, the Fifth Army was at liberty to extend
iteelf northward in the direction of Salernc, and ultimately to Naples.

The area in the region of Altavilla for seversl years had been a firing
bange for a German artillery schools consequently thers was no problem of
range; deflection, or prepared concentrations that the enemy had not zolved
long before the advent of the Americans. WNeedless %o say, hostile artillery
and mortar fire was extremely accurate and capable of pin-pointing with lethal
concentrations such vital feutures as willa, Yrails, and draws. During the -
three days that the 9504th occupied the seversl hilla bshind Altavilla, approxi~
mately 30 paratroopers died, 150 wers wounded, and one man was ' missing in
action. '

The ms jority of these casunlties were cawsed by the enemy's artillery fire.
Enemy casualties were, judglug from the number of dead left on the field of
battle and from information divulged by prisoners, several times those of the
regiments Four separate and distinct attacks by the enemy launched from the
north, sast, and west of 504th positions were driven back with heavy casvaities
resulting for the Germans.

On. the morning of September 20, +the 504th, lees the 3d Battalion, moved
back into a reserve position. The 3d Battalion moved directly from Hill 344
to Blue Beach in the vicinity of Paestun where they boarded LCI'é and headed
toward Malori to join “H“ Company, still holding out with the Rangers at

"Chiunzi Phsa.
p]

—

For the remainder of the regiment, the period 20-25 Septomber, was for the
most part one of rest and resupply. However, road patrols were maintainoed by
the regiment recon platoon which at the same time kopt in eonstant touech with
the British Bighth Army on the right flank.. The enemy had aprarently withdrawn
to the north, and the report of the. villagers was always the same-~that the
Germans had passed through in trucks a day or two befors headed northe

Before noon on the 25thy the regimont was ordered to join the 34 Battalion
and boarded LCI's at Red Beach where thoy skirted the comst to Maiorie.

Terrain in thie sector was precipitous and hilly with plonty of concealment
provided by underbrueh and trecs. All evidence of the enecmy was confined to the
valley which strotched like a wvast carpet bolowe—the valley of Naples. BEven in
the valley there was little, acide from an coeasioml 4ruck movemsnt or a gun
flash, to0 be seen of the Germans. Positions were oceasionally shelled, parti-
cularly that portion of the road that wound arocund ths mountain and came' out in
full view of the German guns located at the base of Mount Vesuvius some ten
miles to tho front. This outlet wae known as Chiunzi Pass—=but bacause of trig-
gor happy Germen artillerymen, was promptly remamed "88" Pass by 504 men.

_ On Ssptember 28, the regiment contacted the Britieh 10th Corps, and movod
out: in the attack, spearheading the drivé for the great port of Naples. British
tanks skirtod oround the base of Mount Vesuvius to tho cast, bypassing the city,
while 504 men turned west, captured Castellamarc. Tho 504th entered Naples on
Qctober lst. , o
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The city was o scenc of ruin, starvation, and gonersl wrotchodness.
Borbod buildings were teo be secn everyihore nnd the strects were littered with
an ccewnmlation of rubble piled by ronths of bombing. The public utilitics--
wotor, gos, and clectricity--hed cach becn corefully and systomnticnlly de=
stroved by the cnemy on the eve of his departure from tho city, Pusincss yvaos
et o standstill, with the cxecpbion of rn occogionnd barber who did, nccdloss
to say, a grect brode. :

Looting wos common, riots wurc In constont ocourronco, and everywhere

the hnmerican soldicr vne cnlled upon by civilisns te arbitrote ond judge their
Cgbrect differonces.  For most Lmericnns this tns o diffiecult and most irk-
sore tosk, inammch as the longunge vwes forelgn and the simultoncous pleodings
and cojolings of the conflicting portics for o judgment would incriasc in in~
tonsity ond dromotic quolity until the confuscd soidlicer in his inapility to -
undorstand the accusctions, or even hove the frinbest ideo of the wone of
contention, would throw up his hunds in dismny to wash himself of the wholc
affodir. Then the Ttrlions would smile gently and muwtber with o 1ittle nod

in the direetion of the Americany “lo coplscols '

Thoge were hapsy days; duty wos ldght. wine, women, ond song wore the
order of the dey, ~nd with .cach possing wock Hoples could be seun to progress
another degrec toword business ond 1ife os usuale  Shops and cafes oponed
grodually in spite of therscars of wors  Thon cone inflationwe~cverything

“doubled, thon tripled, in priccs chrmpngne, winc, ond cognac diseppefred in
avor of o new ond more dendly boverogo-—"Ten-minubc cognoec. . Pure medicinnl
alcohol, with suger ond woter odded, ond primed with o fow drops of the
esscnce of cognoc, was bottled, lobeled, aged, and sold on the strochts within
o mabtor of minmutos. : .

‘ Wople s and its dubidus pleasurcs hod bogun to pall on most mon and it
wns with o cerboin omount of centhusicsm thot the navs of o forthcoring migsion
Cwas reccived., Advones information indicnted thot the wission involved the
assaulting of precipitous meuntoin positions. A group of thirty mon wig dig-
nabehed. to the Pifth Army fountoin Clirbing School neoor Nrples to veccive
speeielized troining in c1iff scnling ond mountain eliubing.
On Octobor 27, 1943, the 50l Covbot Team moved by truck to a bivoure ’
“arce in the vicinity of Castcllo At life, It boerme opporent ot that tine
that theobjective would not bo the assoult of any porticular mountoin
position, hut instead to moke o gonerai ndvenec bounrd Isornis, chout 25 milcs
due Morth from Alife., Two doys Loter, the S0L louncherd on ople cbtock through
“the mountoins of conbral It: ot ves bo cnrry bhom 22 mdles chend of the
Fifth Army on their loft ond the Tiehth vty on tholr vight, Driving North
toverd Gello, in A babtle thot proved for the moch ~art b0 be one of physicol
stemina intérsporsed-with shorp pobrol o onbe, the 50L crosscd the Volturno,
cntercd  the reil and reed conbor of Iscynia, clecrad Colid, lincchia, TFornclli,
Cerro, ~nd Rochotba, ond 15 won from i and I Componics doggodly fought thelr
woy through ming fieldas to rerch the stmonit of Hill 1037--the Fifth Army
objective and Ly polnt of the antire scetor.

7 A1) supnlics in this advance were of rneccssity corried by rcn and mules,

sincc jecpnble roads were non~cxistint. Cemmnicabion was cytronely difticult

to meintain bocruse the front was wide, the disteorce boetuoun the reginentol

07 and the battelions great, and inclusive of rough and rocky mounteing. Bo-

aruse of the constant forwerd movement and redispogition of tho unit's elements,
ipoht ond dey in tholr offorts to

provide oven the borest minimum of cempmnicotion required for the cfficicnt

it vas necessory for the wire team o ork nig
furictioning of the Combat Tcom,

Probobly the most yolunble assct possesrod by the Lol in this phosce of
the Itolieon corpeign wos dogged sbomdna ond thi initictive ~nd will te over-
coms or cireunvent all obsbacles in thedr puvrsumncc of the part they werc
ordercd to play in this opcroticm,.

o
ol
fﬂ“




out OJC‘pt;on, cdibot was restricted to
trols ever 2 brond fronbt, The toerrain wids
cither cnomy ov fricndly, could be designat-
cily  Gorman potrols ed Bohind cur "lincs! and the some thing wos trio
of the imcricon natrols bo on oven grocotor cxbtent, It is in this type of war-
fore that the 50L proved itscdf fo be the uncauiveoenl masber of the onemys
there wore fcv ncowntuLU, cven vhen the Coruens had the advontoge of nupcr—
icol gujbrﬂorﬂ =t tho cnory didn't come cut sceond pest, Trodined to '

On this wmissior alrmsh wihy
sinell locol cngogorments botwoon o
such thot no dighi nt i

fight in san cndent grouns, in the technique of scouting nnd stenlth,
rale ner“uvor‘nc the ﬂﬂf”thLUVTS proved thoe value of thelr

[

speclolized pro ;1rkulcn Tor cqnaut

THth the onpﬂy folling bock for o stond clong o line runnivg from Cordit
Klf”“nn“ the BGh uunbut Torm wos werndd Lo stend by for o dlsplocoment
.forward to Scepoli. Uowover, hofoyxe ony such wovuwcut bogon, the G wasg
orcercd 1nto Corps roscrve, its positivns to be cxchonged with the 133rd In~-
fonbrye

The 3rd Dottolion meved to the reor on Koverber 23, followcd hy tho ro-
mainde? of the Combnt Teom on sucecszive doys thorersftor, At Cloriono,
Thanisgiving wos celehrotod with o sw m&uots “kﬂ'Qt trongported in spoeial
cenboinors o the rop 6 frop Nogles, ond rod in gich auéntities thot

-

mcss'kits'wﬂ?c fa?uanG in fovor of tho é¢uuLQl velume of tin helachs,

Afber o dull ~nd somewhobs undornfortable b Trocks oont iﬂ hivouac in o
scrve positicn nenr Cloyiono, tho Corbot Toon rupc1v d orders to rove
fowwcrd ior an o.so Ju“G rn e Snoamaere © thne odincent 1115 Duyond Venafro—--—
positions thot dondnet.c tuo grtorny o tic Germon stronghcld of Cassino.

On tho f”‘PJ cold cvening of Deecrber 10, 1043, bhe regimontal CP wig
established ot Voenofivo, ond the dg Qnu,ﬁﬁtuhllon “elogdd in on their
respective bivouoe ~rons ot the ‘the high ground oxhrlO\klno the
Volturnoe Volloy ~nd Venndro, o Gorndt Lo T the 3ra Botto Jion moved
inrcdiottLj forverd to roliuve 5 of the %1d onger Bo tu *Oﬂ WO TS
in position on Hi1l OﬁCQ hile ndveondng bo relicve the Honge

b s, I Compony
boemie subjectod to RRRIHE 1“'1 re el in the midst of A G\_f‘m s

countir-ettock, m 1P i nesigned nositions, - The noxt
t reive hours 5 5 counbor-nthocidng scven tLgLo in foreo, and
albthough 1 Con sufilored 46 casunltics by noon of nhg followlng duy,

they still held the pesition,

The following morning the 2nd Botsolion 00ﬂnlc;u“ he difficnlt eoldmb
up ﬁt, SaxEcro wiEOb) to brke wp positions formwrly occupled by tho 1h3rd
T at““ The racinder of the 3rd Brbtrlion JmanuL G andt I Corpandcs
conbinmued to repel repen tLd cnemy counbor-cthocks,  307th sivborne Tnglneirs
1eid o wnc L;le in th‘ bo*"ccn‘iwll" 1205 ~nd 990 Luuma il 1L?y o
incirenged 1n 1Ptkn51tv L0 “‘df areo unoruccucntud in the IHslion-e i '
it beernc quibe ovi fenb that tn Germans vrere dovern 131(,\ to rogoi
heights ot 11 gosbsy ' e

- The Jﬂt Batnnliwn, surn0¢oﬂly-in'ruschu; WS qu¢d for Jitter-b
detoils, ~no to corey food, w(ﬁbr, wnd arronition up the ?OCKV, Heovily

hullo ﬂlls to thoe troous Culn”lhﬁ LMOPOFHLJ t, positions on the h(lﬁhtn.

QhVLrwl USVC'BT'ZHQAH‘ ~litn 1&un¢hcd en abbock
repulscd mnd w ﬁhu”kﬁ bo o defonsive

I : he 1ot Bottelion woved cut of reSCrve ond,
with the o;:rcp"tion'ob‘. 3 (;o; 'uuny which oeoupicd i1l 71u moved up to Hill
1205 in ULglort Y tho Ot Pettelionts o “ihe 3rd Beitolion genb out
potrols towird the - Hinesr, onds ﬁl*L bing IHttle resistonec,
discovercd’ cxbonsive ml‘\ PlL]dS ol do ;-Siuluns that hed recently
bocn vzdhbgk. :

Durlng tne succoodd
on the encoay-icla




By this time bhe 376th Pevochube Field Artillery Battalion was well em=
pleced and giving direet support to the S0L Combnt Team thot was of excep-
tional accurccy and cfficlencys. The wire scetion cstoblished and maintaincd
commnicotions with tho verious units of the CT--on endless and fatiguing
job frequently neccssitating work under obtillery fire, which usually
lmocked out the wirc os fost ds 1t could be replaced,

By Decerber 20, the 50k OF wos holding Hills 1205, 950, 95L, 710, and
687, with vatrols operating on Hills 877 and 6104 The fighting of this
operation consisted of the assoulting of onc hill after another, It was an
uphill fight 211 thew oy charccterized by rock and treg borc, b5 degrec
slopes, and umisually stubborn resistonce by the cnemy. Supply and cvacuatic:
of the woundcd was a mobior of boaclk-brecking worlk. The medicls task, ot
best o difficult one, wos incrcescd tar-fold on the high, croggy, windswepb,
and shelterless hill tops, lodicol supolies were short when they worc nced-
cd most and thore wos no quick way of obtaining morc.. -Casuadtics had to be
corried on stretchors down to the roade—an poinful six hour journcy. ulc
troins were oble to earry supplics to & ccortain point, after which it become
necessary beeouse of the inercoscd angle of sscent, for 2ll supplies and
amrmunition to be transportced up to the swmlts by carrying partics of men..
This work was corricd cub over hcavily-shelled trails, with supplies clways
rcoching the units engaged just in time, '

During the 19 days that tho 50L wos in cction neor Venafro they
suffercd a totol of 5L deed, 226 wounded, ond two men missing in netion.
These figurcs ore oxelusive of the 376 Fi Battolion and Company C, 307
Engincers, coch of whom suffered deod and woundeds lest of the cosualties
were the result of cnemy ortillery firc, which was, as has been mentioned,
intensce . : : ' ‘ '

Howcver high the mumber of thesc cosualtics may soom, comparcd to ths e
of the cnemy they rust be considercd light. Only the very roughest of es-
timotes con boe made of the onemy cosualbics, . howover informotion revealed _
by priscners (51 wore tokon) indiested Gorman deed ond wounded to be abt lenst
five times greater than these suffcrod by the 50l On Decerber 27, the re-
giment was relicved of duty in the Venofro scetor and wes moved o rew )
bivouac arces in the vicinity of Fignatoros . :

Small, much-borbed Pignotors, located in the heert of the lower Vol-
turno Volley in the shodew of Hill 620, which five months beforc had becn
designoted as the objective for the SOﬂ on theoir much~briefcd Copua mission,
had now becone o scene of rest for men of the regiment, A belated Christmes
was cclebrated, New Year's Doy dinncr coaten under the hungry goze of the
towntls population, and finally the long~ownited Christmas poackoges werd
reccived ond opened.. The regiment wos pedd ond for the next scverel deys
the Italion courtyards of Pignatoro cchocd with the almost forgotten sound-
of vippling dicc, and the stridont coaxing of Whup, scven--do it}"

Shower bhaths were made eveiloble, movics were shovm nightly in o tiny
renovated picturc housc, oronge trecs groaned under the weight of fresh
fruit (21l off limits), and Ytough guy" Humplhrey Begorh, wife, ond company
pub on o fow skits for the rcgiment from the back of o six-by-six porked in
a nenrby soccor field. ' :

Still, thoesc werce simple pleasures and the paratrcopers longed for
Neples? gecity and relaxation of anebher sort, so it wns with checry hearts
that the Combet Toon moved-ogein on Joenuery i, 194k, to the suburbs of Neplés.

WOfficially", Noples was off limits to the 50k, but thon who were they--—
the vickors of Albaviile, the assaultors of e, Sammuero, ond the portici-
pants of o hundred other engegements—-to suddunly become impotent ot the
flicker of o PBS dircctive; besides hadn't thoy taken the tovm four months
before? MNaples was reboken by mass infiltration..
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The clbty hed chanpced; in some ways for the bebter nnd in others for the
worsc, The Ignts hod core ﬁ“, Aty ran iﬂ thu tollots, the opers ond the

movies wore playing to packed houscs, the strocts woerd elenrcd of the wreck-
age of bombod buildings, sbores were well stocﬁcd w1th cverything but good
tyino', ond the onlisbod rents Red Cress Club vns o etructure of Qrandgur

that tapaca anybhing frem the Unitod Stotes tn the UL.

Jit UT‘S hod oss o the cesmopcliton ond multi-color d,“tNFSph cooff
Casrbl’nc“, ATCALLJ, and Coire.  The strocts wore drridescornt it bhc un-
ifcrms of sa *io *rﬂ L,Idl,“s of hell o dozen dfferont nationalities; in
o marmer of spo ‘ hnd bocome the property of the worlde, There
were thosc whe soid = noeste] ah, "I Tiked it betbor Leforcty but
then such stotoucents ora mercodly an and ot nccossorily te be token scr-
icusl for Hepld Augh itohind shanged, vos still the w;thbr of fun and
korio was still os Iy e oy cvon *homph her ddens had chonged too.

Howcvcr a1l wres ot ploy, Thero v broining, inspcctians, ro—-cquipp-
ing, and it scon become ovident thet the rumers of , Melre golng bono“, or
"Baglond is noexbh, woere doomod to-go the vay ol ol rumorsy anotncr misslon
was fortheoming—--this tine o p~Wﬁﬂnu*c MLEsLON . )

Sond bablos worc COHQt'ﬂCﬁf(g rocosnition crows soent cut to necrby unite
and £ins J;y cerc the bricfing—-on Jamury 20, the BOL wos roody to toke o £,
The cocroblon wae c-iled "Shingle! and 3nxv‘v~a o Vu“flC vLoenvelonment of the
cnony in o scetor bohind thoe conste 1 town of Whzio, 26 wiles South of Rome,
The 5-21s cebinnte of the cnomyls conshilibics did not cpoeor cncourading,
to soy nﬁtllng of the foct thot in enite of 21l c¢iforts to mintain sceroecy
of the imending opcrabtion, it svcmed thet woery Italion Joc in Uoplk s ond
vWCWﬂHJy'bﬂd o Yenst o ve gue idea of whot wos goiig on. C‘nSuquLntl there
vios o corboin cnoutib of Rervooting® on the nort of the poratrooners, tor most
folt dertrin th“t the Gopmons, ovore of the plons, would be weiting on the Do
vith upturned biyonets--o situntion, that to say the lc““t,'would have beon
cmbarrzss;nan Howevew, subscquent ovonbs on the heachhend proved thot their
Teors verce unfounded, for theb pertlevnler scctor of the Ibelinn ccast wos
1ightly'dgfcndcd.and the jurm wewld scbobly hove gone off without a hiteh.

“Lvurthclbgk, cnr the merning of Jomnry 20, orders.worc recoived from:
the FPifth army be the offeet thed the 50k Jxv1k_njt Jus 1n,thu ni hlnglc“

opcrabicn, but would ‘nnnathciu'*ﬁ_a&hmlt in I0I's. lovemont orpdors
and boot Ioadine lists rore dssucd o oLl cloments of the ucLU”t Team ond
the follovdng mormang found thoe qO4 1u“31D ¢n boots at thet iny fishing

port of f@ZARCll: Sowth Ji Meples,

Tt efternoon tho rcgimtmt?u sr&ll cawvoy of ICILTs svung out from the
port to boecone pard of t? lmee noerthbound invesion flect that strebchoed dn
both dircetions os frr ns the cye could sco., The aftcrnosn was quiet ond os
the sun submersed into the sco, men beemme improsscd (Ath the magnitude of
the ‘eperotion-—on ondless string of shios moving on. thelr predesignabed
COUTST 1¢T@ the hﬂnd of fobe neross the son,

Dem of the 22nd found the S0k stonding out frem the beach upon vhich
Cthey wwere to loter ddbork.  There was an IST sinking off the pdrt bow of the
loead 50h eraft, bub aside from this therce acomed to e, ame

aihgly Littlc
wvidenco of bh encry thot had beon cxpocbod=—cverytiing scomed quicty too
quiot. -

churts huu becn. received that five YOS, hod beon In nce:l when through
the loudspenker of o neighboring boat, Col, Tucker wos ordered to land the
Combrt Torm on Rod Booceh,. Immedicoboly 7 the 13 TCr‘e,ohaL canbtoined $he mem-
bers of the regiment commenced o nowre toyard the shore, There wos ne cone
fusion;Lch?yth*ﬁg wos procecding with rogulariby and order of clockwork,
Tho lend bOﬂtv ; grlﬂdjpﬂ inbo, the sand slreocy the royps hod slommed
dovn into the t&r ancs Men Vere” S}l"&hlng their oy townrd the shorcs It
vos porfecta Thc sporobion gouldn't hove gone morc amocthly,  The only thing
that wns lodking tof meke this o perfoct movie operction was the onoiy.




A thot prLClSC moment tno tonse st"llness woe shuttcrcd<by whlmlng
rory thot left no doubt in anyonc's mind os to ibts scurce. Stroight out of
the sun the cnomy ploncs camCﬁhthcir machine guns blosting. Tor o fow brief
sceonds’ the world become one greot keleidoseopce of rvoging scund, then the
plones were gone and in the wetor whcve they hed possed ovor loy scveral
weiling cireles where borbs had struck. Onc 0T, its nosc disgorging men,
scttled in the shallow woter. Its aftorscetion wes o moss of tidsted metel -
ond oily block smokes Mon could be scen hanging from the bits of tV&utbd
stccla fhut had beoen 0T number 20~-G Company's croftls

The 1undjng croft contimed to ¢ome, unload thelr ocrsonncl,‘and bock
cut into the” xutor, while the Germon dive borbers roburncd agrin’end agein,
The paratroopers L down the ‘rompe and Jumped inbdo the surf, Somc went
in to their knccs, gome to uh@ir wnists, ond some went in over their hoads
crd swom for the shorce Jnd 2ll the Jhl_c the Gorman plancs contimued te
rear in from the sun to barb rnd strofce, The ship borne anti-nireraft units
sent up o terrific barvoge, but nobody in the S0k was wobehing for hifg—-
thcy were too ousy cttlng ashore and sucblng COVCla

‘ -Tno deys 1atcr, the rediment was ordercd te the right flank of the
beachherd where German clements hnd forecd the withdrowal of Third Divisiom
reconnaissance units in the vicinity of bridges muwber Two and mumber Five
ovqr the Mugsolini Cancl, .

Near brid ge mumner Five, Lt Col Jllll,mg, commanding the lst
Buttullon, orcc“Cu,B Compony to ‘tu“ck hu Gcrmanb in the v1c+n1ty. aftcr
an mnsuccessful attompt bo taoke the bridge, » platocn of a Company wes
corgribbcd aleng with o ploloon of tonlis. Tuur hours later, with the ”ld of
tonks and 5Trm guns w”nnhdAoy the 376, the Lnomy was pushed across the cancl
ond bridge nuﬁbgr Five was securcd,

In the v1clﬁ¢tv of brlagg munber Twe, Im. Cols La Ge Froomon, commanding
the 3rd Batbelion, cormitted I Cormpany to clear the scetor, The campaony wes
arbushed, however, ond forced to take up defonsive pesitionss At dovm of the
elith, I CDLD@HJ: new roinforced by o DlgtOuH of tonks and novel gunfire from
‘tht sca, coumtcr-atbocked frontelly while G and H Compa nlos\urou¢htltho
encry under cross firc freom the flanks, Two hours loter the eneny, after
suffering 69 killed, 25 woundcd, 33 nrisoncrs, twe holftrocks kpocked out and
cne copturced, was driven bock to the other sicde of the comel., 50L casucltics
were two nen killec, threo wounded, and none nissing, ' L

Felleowing cays. fuund the rcnxmant patrolling netively ond o nsolidn ting
its line along the Mussolini Cenol, It wo ¢ then deelded $o obbock tho towm
of Borgo Plgvo, an importont rood ccntur oot come to be knewn os thu Mepidor
boc“usc of the five moin roccs +thetb JPlﬂC& in thoe city.

it 1330 on Januney 25, 011 thred botbelions. moved oub in tho ottocks
The 1st Battelion attocked Sesse 0, the 3rd Battalion Berge Sabeotino, and
the 2nd Battalion xinde the main drive for Berge Plave, The 3rd Battolion
attained its objocbive and pushed strong corbal potrols to the North and
Eost suppdrted b} noval cunfive, The Ist Batbalion encountercd stiff
cpposition and heavy crnomy artillery fircs neverthelcss, o smell group of
C Ceompany men did reoch the objective--Scasanc.,  The 2nd Battalion, support~ -
cd by 2 olling borroge, recched Borge Pleve and D Company pushed 200 yords
Last of the towm. Eovover, the eneny - -eounter-attacked with on armored
force of about five tanks and cight flalk vmopgons and isoloted D Compony from
the remaindsr of the bottelien, Upon erder from the Third D1v151on, the 2nd
Boattolion withdrew to the Tussolind Canal leaving bcehind o strong combat
gutpost and scverel tark-hunting temms. D Company, ofter sufforing heavy
losacs, subscquently infiltrated through the cnemy's cncirclerent and ro-
gained thelr own 11npp; - : '

;
[}

Le o result of thesc cporﬂtlvns, the regiment had galnod outpost posi-
tions on the othor side of the eonal, but goenerslly spocking, hod not ad-
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voneod ony oporecichle Cletrnce=-the MIR still remaining olong the TMussslind

anol,

After a wock of holding ond abbncking alfn~ a fromt extonding from
bridge musber Flve scuth te the sco, the 501 was relieved din this scebor by
the 179th Infantry. The 3rd Bobholion was rt+ abed bo the Flrst arnored
Division and sent to the nerthern (Pritish) flomk »f the boenchhend, while
the roroinder of the Corbes Toom wos gonb orth o oormathe PLVC to
parbicipote in an atvoel: scheluleod %o Third Division %bctor,

The 3rd Botbolicn, after sovoml
cd dvision, wos commitbed vith the Px
Crrrocote sechbor, Goermoan nrhllloery O3

rescrve with the Pirst arnor-
Hreb (fuerds) Division in the
ﬂl ares s wwsunlly intonsc

"WS "L

and it wag herce that the oncay 101”-.1‘1@ . o to push the berch—
head inte the scn,  afber omp ¢f the henwilesy ?“*1¢7L““‘D LINECS ever O

poricnecd by "‘Ol men, the Cormens begen bthelr adbocl: in the <:,-"r7y hours of
Fobhruery ‘3, 159hle  On sucoccssive dows British units wore cut off fiom the
Brd Bott-olion, which was ferend to vrithdrer bo the fomcus Whoebory' in
Massclini's wonder-tom of upﬁWTW‘ Frewy r-ilreod guns and dive bombcrs
then concentrebed thelr of fowhas »n the BrT Battolion gorriscn., Thoe para-
troomers suffered ‘severe cnsuanlties, oud by fhe tine enomy infonbry moved
in, the compenics hod buen reducod in sbrangbh to hetroon 20 rnd 30 men

Ficrce hand=to-hond fishting ensucd, in which the prrotvocpors by shoecr
dcbormination and eoursge, vore ohle to repel ropenbod Gornon cnsloughts,
Iovbhor then romain in the cposcd pesitions in wiidch thyp“r found Thone-
sClves, they withdrow o o roilron. unuvrp”aq scverct hundred yords bohind
the "fachoryt and cstoblished definsive pesitions. U Compony s Jrucrcd
to othonck and otbtompt the rogsuc of o British gencrsl who had boen copburcds
Afbor bloody fighting, thoy recontured the gonerel, only boe find bhcmsclves
eut off fTJ“ frlcnclv forcos. I Corpony wos theon ordored to athercic and
peke conbont sith B Cormpony,  The 16 men pemcining in the cmpony corricd
cut thilis mission UCCLSufUlly and o surblaonec of corder vos restored to this
seetor-—the baclkbone of the Cormon otbrek hod boun broken. IR wos for this
outstond ng perforrence in the period §-12 Fobrusry,. thrt the 3rd Bedtolion
was given one of the first Trc ﬁlmuﬁswkl Citobions in the Puropenn Theabor of
Oporations, -

The roemcinder of the Cowbot Tenm, mcanwhile, had-beon cngeged in hoovy
fichting in the Third Divislm scclsre On tgb Jorinry 30, thp ist ''nd 2nd
Bottonlions Jurped off ln an Lt(rc\ thet wes bo boke them bo the Cistorns
River. The lst Botibolion led the vy ond 1bﬂtLrbC only lilght rosistanco
as they pesscd through the Goroo ?"tpﬂ, auchcr, os
they nearcd thelr first bridge ni Conel, thoy werc
cngeaged by strong cnony fore.Sa ‘ meprvt corritted ond the
“enery driven bock neross thoe Swrcﬁn, firsd bl : bridee behind him ond
thus. scving the porchrosners bhe trovbloe '

1

While the lst Bapt~lien wos concolidoting its “1115, the 2nd Battolion
cdvenced olong tho ledt fiank of the lst Batt ~lion and under siollor
¢lrounstoncos, wore ongn gbi by the cuemy in the vicinlty of o bridge farther
upsbreom, - Here cgrdn, tho cromy wes forced 4o retbrest ccross the crnol ofber
'_bT‘Ullp the bridge hehind thcm The 2nd Bottnlion contirued te otirek Lo the
porth en the -hecls of the retrecting Germonsg, v prococded bo bl cnothor
hrl@ﬁbw—bhls time it was the bridge criscing the Cistorna Riveores The loss
of this bridge denied the po r”trOFNO“" XY rvhen support from friondly
tanks, o factor which comscd the 2nd Datihelion to helt its advance and dig
in on ?the. far side of the river. :

rocks, ?5mm.howitzer s, smnll
troyod in this atbock.,  Eighty
inflicted upon the enciy.

lnch cnemy mebterial in vthe form zf Ja Fali i
nrns, and vehicles wng cither copiurs “
priscners wore token ith very ﬂ(“vy'crgm
ok losscs were comnorctively Jighta.

_




For thc romainder qf their cight—reck stoy on the Jnzic beachhend
50l ren found theusclves cbni‘ronbru with o defengive situntion, rother tho
offensive for which they hoad Beon trained. HWith the cxeentbion of the first
week of fipghting on the beachhead, no apprecicble odvonec wos made by our
forcess It waos strictly trcncb—t;po seriorc chornchoristic of the First
World Yior, For the first time, 50L wmen were digging dugouts end living
“in them for wocks ot a time; hrrbod wire untﬁnglumonts and mine ficlds in
unmisunl depth covercd all arons wihere the cneny 1 ght cencelvn bly troads

albernnte positions were proparcd for any eventunlity, ond thers were bines
when such an cventuclity <did not scom too l(wbtbq ail in 211, this was nct
the type of casbot for wivich the 50l was psychelogieclly su:.t( de In foet,
it was acbsdlutely contrary o tho wor ot o P_ﬁfudﬁglﬁ hed always beon
Saught to fipht; ond so 1t.r3: :L*h oLﬂkLJihb rore thon the uwsual cn-
thusiasm thet the ren of $he 504 recoived the order to arboark from anzio
o linreh 23, Tor the trip to Hrpl s,

, 48 the LETTs loaded with porstreomers got under woy, thoe Germons were
Cdroppdng ohollb 1 o the horbory as though in sonc final frontic gesturc

to keep the SCL from lenwings 1}kb A ompdererts laght stob ot his cxecutioner.
This had been a coutWy'carﬂLmﬂn for the SOlL—~ut ten timos s costly for .
the encry, During the uloht-r%cl serdiod, 120 sarctroopcers wore lkilloed,
410 wounded, and £0 ﬂlSulﬂ” in “th‘ng Iany fessons hed becn lenrned ob
‘un21o, and meny men hod bbvn 1ovu, It was o good place bo bid fororell,

~ifter ohe uncventful night on the weter, the small eonvay turncd in
towerd the coost and beforc lopg the port of Pozoucli, from which the
r\,ga_“u,nt nad soiled on the misgion te fnzic, hove into sipghte The big
L3Tts nudged thelr noscs up to the boneh, kr pped their romps, ond the
eruvdy'cntruckcu troons rr¢luw cut cnto 1&nq agrin,

: Bagnoli, the bivounc ares, a8 but fiftecn mimutes from the herrt of
Neples by'wh - of the loenl roilway syebem and vas bthe site of the projected
Ttelion forldls Foir, lieny fine bulldings, sbotues, ond other crchitecturel

footures typlenl of this tfpc of cxhibitisn were in cvidences The 0L was
quertered in the medern, oand onldy roedently constructed Ttolisn University |
Lor the cducetion of Gthiopian studonts, The buildings of the widversity - .

2

i Tte li 1 Acsigniiifs

wore spacisus aid an LXCL1LLﬂt cxonple of v

Oncc’firﬁ]y ensconecd inthelr guorters ab the un*vcrsity, the regiment
fell into o doily rouwbine which for the most 1““‘u, o :nm bod of very light
troining, turnayg in couiprond, ond te TLP" of T for lanles of evory
opperbunity, - General. Clork roviored the roginent ot 2 coremony, held in,
honor of the 3rd Boattolic nquruk ‘ C;#. Freemon, the bottolion
commandor, with o Fresicentinl Unit Cibtetion for the betbtalion's oubste nd-
ing porformonce ot -Corrocobs, _ o L

RALALE

Tt had been generplly ossured Shat the 50b would leave Ttely and soil
to Dnglond to rejcin the Bond sirborre Divisiong howover, up until the lost
moment the hepeful rumsr thot uJu TG .ncnt wes on the way boek to the Stotes
could still be hedvrd, On spril 10, 1911, the Covbat Toem moved by btrain
into Waples vwherc they olishbed at Coribaldi Stotd on, merched dowm tne Vie
Tuberte to the water front, o d hoarded the Cr putcwn Chst+c—~u lsr’: British

ghip of ghroamiinod Fppourﬂnco.

The follerring morning EOM mon arcle to Cocel the throbh of the &ip's
engincs bencath them ond with the ke <lgc’th@t Ttely now cbecurcd by 3
miet that hung agsinst the horizen its botihles, its mowments of scrrow ond
hoeppiness, had bocome anchier cw.nuw_ in whe history of cournge of the SOLth

- Peyachute Infontry. '
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e THE 505TH PARACHUTE INFANTRY

1. After mony variods plans had becen mads to Jump tho Gombat Team,
first neor the VOLIURNO River, thon on RCME, o final mission wes received
1415008 Scptey 1943. This HﬁSSiOD o8 Q-LLIIHCJ_ and cxéentod involved fumpe
ing cn the rmighd of Sopte U and 15 behind the lines of friendly trocps,
the VI Corps, then cengoged to the Horth and Eost of PATSTUM, Italy. In
describing this owcr@“hlrm i en ccm:d'w@ paragrophs bhc, xollo“rln points
will be discusscds

Le Plans and cPcmtion of 505 Gembet Teom

Orgrnina t:L;,n ui oo R.tha.zmwr Group

Be 2.
5._‘ Equiprient of Pathfinder G oup
€. Plons for .“ljol‘:}"’ ant of persceoncl ond cquipnent
e hetunl cxecutisn of plan
"G :R(,oulus nehieved

7 Plong _::nfl cperntion of S08 m,:cf.ﬁf%*_ﬂ?{:z&f‘r:

; F--n:trtunatcly n. Cotbot Dot hod Buen on eir alert stotus for o
seven {7) 2oy pericd ond al% dhe wivaiebd Labgr that remoined to be done
pricr to t:tl{-.inb of I wos t} otd wpgdisamrdt bundles, which were ",Lro"c‘y
packed, ond drey 3w,z’f‘ nm,] chﬁ*[,ﬁ. Flanc . cgsignreonte and take off olr-
dromes hind provicns shad, hdvover, o tire schedule rémaincd

i 3 p > i o
to be worked out, Lte toke off and junp cccording to the

following plans ' . 7
UNIT ' AIRPIANES DEP.RTURE .LIRDRCHE - DEP/RTURE

Prthfinder Group 3 SGRIGENTO - . 2100 -
3rd Bu 36 © CaCTREIVRTR G : 2130

Hg Co 505 OT G CoalSTRIVETRANO 2145

Cc “BY, 307 Engr Bn g B.RIZZ0 : 2130

2nd Tn 36 CCI IS0 _ 2145

let Bn 36 B.RIZ%0 2200 . ¢!

Drop times were in goeneral to follow sane sequcnce os unite are Jisted
shovo, It wos renlizgd : ot the time thaot {I_;I‘S.i.@_,l""bl(‘ dif Meulty would
arise in regr: npdng plancs following the jurp of the S0Lth CF the ni tght
bcfkgl‘&..

Bn. and scperate unit co rmpnch,rs TWErC '“Saumblcd ﬁt 1600 br., given the
situetion and plon to be oxccubod, Thc Dé, Jocated just N of the -
SOLOFRONE River (S 765099} was to be narked by o "IN of white lights, The
horigontal line wos bo reprosent the “Gf U lines

Unlts woera bo o swbm a8 follows:

Pothfinder G:[ggj_ Center of Tights
3rd Bn ' B oedge of DZ ¢cn red flsrc
Ho Co A il cdgo of DZ- :
Znd Bn : B . S8 cdpe of DI ocn groen flove.
Inginccrs : - B edge uf Dz
1st Bn : ' ‘ S c*‘ge of DZ on w}ute flush-
. o light
RESULTS OF THE OPRBELTION: o :
UNIT = JU;‘MP*LLL Jfr o DROP "’ILE r’IsmlE, ISSITJG-~
PethIinder Grous PHCE : LTTERE T 0
~ 3rd Bn _ : 2¢u0~ €110 h
- Hq Co _ . : eehe 0120 1
Co "B3U, 367 Enor Bn 2330 - 0140 0
L §7



Conte REG Tfrs OF THR OPERATION

UNIT - DEP.RTURE TIVE DROP TIIE PL.NES MISSING
2nd Bn Lo T 2320 0130 0
lst Bn . 0100 0255 2
Jumping rltitudes 600 - 900 foct
Moanlight s 3/l doon
Coursc T Just inside N const of Slc1ly, possed immedicotely N

of MT EIfA, then NE to coast of Italy, then N 2long
cosbline to peint oppogltu SOLO-FRONE River, then
B tO DZ&-

is aunit the CT 2 ﬂ”cu epd Jumped Jlthout 1n01dunt. The Brne jump
Spobterns woere c%trpmeLy small and with cxeeptions as noted, all pirscnncl
and cquipment wore asscrbled in o roawerksebly short period of time (No Bn.
toking morc thon 60 mimubes to "ssomolc). Jump casualtics werce Lytrcmoly
light, Of the seven (7) miseing plones four ( IT had turned baek cue to
foulty navigetion, tue (2) ncver got off the @round, and ene (1) drepped
its load near EBOLI. This plane load later Ju]ﬂe1 t}o CT 1n mLPLES on
Oct l. o . * '

The usc of radar cquipment was definitely proven as most successfule
more deteiled descripbion follows: | T ' '
The marking of the DZ was sotisfoctory from the standpeoint of results
achicved and the situation of jumping behind cur own lines. It is
believed, however, that under normal clrcumsichces Krypton Iights or
©haldis Larmps would be more practicel from the scourdty vicwpoint.  Smoke
Pots as uscd consisted of pescline and sand, and throw off a cone- *

sidcrable flame , :

‘Plane recognition wos RC“OWpljuhy@ with amber Iights on the underside
of the wings, o lights wore caslly visible from the ground, Plane fore
mavions flow dircetly over fricndly shipsg in harbor at PUESTUM, end also

sover shore instelloticnd. Provicns instructions to shore and naval gun

- erows hod been given - not to fire on trencport aircralt, THémes instruct-
“dons with the additional 2id of .rber Recognition Iights. were most ne-
ccgsary and no doubt heloed provent o recccurrence of the dgs”stcr, which

met the 2nd Lift in the SISTLL A Opur lon two (2) mcnths provicous,

" The usc of flares by the 2nd and Brd.Bn‘s. for as scmbling of £ the DZ.
was most instrumental in the ropid csscerbly of their personnel, huwcver,
it is helieved thot ten (10) o twcivc (12) flarcs arc ckecssive and
should be reduced to two (2) ot a meximam, Furthermore, if plane loads arc
sufficiently clusc to Dz, a~complcte asscarbly by use of flash light is pre-
forred.  We later found that our ground signals were easily visible to
cnery. chservation fiftecn (15) to twenty (20) miles awoy whore onémy gun
install:tigns wore reported in position at the time,
3. B B enizetion of o Puthflndor Group
' % When and Where Orpginizcd:  One week pricr to combat
Jump ot uGRIGLNTO, SiCilya
(2) Porsomnel: Ik, Col, Billingslca and two (2) radar teo ms.
~ {Secpara ¢ helow for Organlzrtlﬂn)
(3} Traoining:

(&) Lfrgce proportion of perscnncl i.0.," some Redap
Operaters had made a previcus test of cquipment in o
_practisc oporaticn (3@21OOB ipgey Yh3) ab BNFIDAVILIE,

'N ufracL (hncwn os YSNOWRALIM), In this operation the

o (2) scts of rader were both ready for. opcratlon
1th1n five (f) min, aftcr drop tinc,

-
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() one {1) wock % GRIGENTO wos snent with further
familiorizing teoms with a,qul")rmnt nenenclature,
operation and methed of weariang somc, lon netually
boenne preficicnt ot sotting up cowipment blindfolded
in o few v minvtos,
(c) Lt, Cole Billingsloa cccomponicd S0k CF for their
Jurp the night previous.
be TOUIPIENT OF PQF&FJMDER_GHTUP
(1) 2 scts.of rodor couipment, ococh goasiztod of four (L)
parts: :
(n) Btry 12 Veii, wob coll
(b) Powcr Convertor '
(¢) Reecivor and tronsmitier ¢ group with detenotor
Acvicc,
{(4) orisd

Teeh sob el Whoﬂ "b\vt 51 Ibs fitted into o @ me
poct c,nthlncr known 28 a log pock, Jurped on oone
mone Two (2) men were. regquirved to work coeh scobs
aric (1) to jump vith cquivient, and the octher to

assist in scbbineg un ond provide o safoty fnetor

for porobion, Both men knew how te operote the

oquipment ~wll,

(2) Onc (1) bercon or radic copo dcviee wos packed in an
i=5 Gontainér together with one (1) Addis Tevp th.yTLCIﬂ“l idea was be
cheek the benecn and the rodar, onc ogoinst tng ather, and tost the uscs-
fulness of the lightsy 4Lt the lest minute the chove container and contents
wore loft behind sirce the H09th Prrnt Bn, vias cxccubing o wrbat jup the
some nipht using o beceon dnd intorforence wos pr(b;ble.'

(3) Twelve (129 Flosh Lights, Gocrnment I.;uuc.

¢ PLWS FOL DHPLGYENT OF FI RSO} NI KD TOUTRENT,

© Plencs to be locd

at

1 os foﬂlﬁws} : SR T .

Fivst Plancet . jllobua by'1$. Col Pruuch - Jump laster Goﬁ.
ovin -

lm fonor, w1bn one (l) galixny 5pt tr bp pnt into cnurﬂtlvn
drmediateldsr

Lt. Cell Bxlllnwilcr, sith one (1) SOR 536 to Hbtlfy planc
Ney 2 dn ensc of “C”IQJHﬁ. '
_ Cpl Houston, to cssiot Lo Keno :

“Cpl TFitzeorald, vjtn toom of twe (2) mon equippoed with flos
lights t~ Zugnent Dz merkihgs i noecssayy

Twe (2) rifle mon from. 307 Engr Bn to prbv1da socurity

- Scecond Plane: Pilot unknown -~ Jump mabtcr, JuT nlechy
TR SCR 536 to provide ecommnication with p one Woe 1
Cpl Huth, with one (1) rader sct to be ready for cporotion
‘pending mishép to teem in plane Mol L.
" Cpl Gifodo,'té assist Opl Huth
- Same Light. and sceurity tums e Plenc No, 1

- Third Plonc: Piloted by liaj Browm - Jumo moster Ccptaln
Nerton Copt Wight o
-jI& Cocherider, in chorge of! Lisht erows
(Crows bo nesarhle on cenbor of DZ or center of W[ of
- lights)
Same light and sceurdty teams os plane No. 1,

~
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de  ACTULL EXECUTION OF RLuNS
- This Pathfinder group leaded ot LGRIGENTO, Sicily ot 2100 hr,
after a bricf confercnec, conccrning the DZ location and o final reviow '
of cach mans jobe . If was covident ot the time that the navigation of the
lead planc would largely govern the results of the Pethfinder work,  Our
plancs flow in a closc WV formotion ot an dl titude from 6000 to 7000 i,
frem LGRIGENTO aleong a proscribed coursc until a fow mil s off the const:
of Ttaly., We crosscd the constline ot obout 1000 £, and jumped at 700
ft. Therc wasn'® any wind, The chutes came straight dovnm neer the center
of the 'DZ. Groups asscrbled as plammed without difficulty and witheut
cosuclty. In three (3) mimutes Lt Kenarts roder-schb was in operaticn,

Cpl Huth (stonmding by) hod his scb ready for cperation, The flesh lights
were not needed as the posoline sand fire glgnols were cperating in'good .
crdcre ' ’

¢e RESULTS .CHITVED:

Fron obscrvation from the DZ and from loter conversobion with
pilots and men, the rader wos the chicf reason for such o succcssful Jup,
end withcut a doubt it was the most successful jump the 505 CT hes ever
mode,  In numer-us coscs Squadrons end groups oppreached freom varicd
dreetions further indicating thot the radar was instrumental in thelr
locating the %, In almost cvery instencc, however, the formtion of
plmes split the DI and droppod thelr londs within 500 yds. of its cenbers

T would further like tc erphosize that only the odbility of the
lead pilot of the Pathfinder Flancs to hit the DZ plus the cfficicent
operntion of radar nade possible such o succcssful jump. -

/s/t/ JOHN NORTON
Captain, Infontry
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Seetion 6, Unit Reports.,

-+ "505th Parachute Infantry Report

QRETETRUNTAYS
oAyl

2ND BN, 505 INF., COMBAT REPCRT
A
Octobcr Ly l9&3

The 2nd battallon was alertb at 06“0 hour on October h, 19A3, and at 0930
hour all: of the détells were received from higher headguarters. The movement
order was igeticd at U845 hour and at 1000 hour ths battalion meoved north from-
its- present bivouac arca. "ot a point opposite the Naples sirport the battalion
entrucked on-30 British lorriss at 1130 hour. &t 1315 hour the battdlion de~ -
trucked 1000 yards west of GIUGLIANQ IN C/MP.NI., and moved by focob l% miles

west into a forward assembly arsa. D Cdrnahy mounted British tanks and the bale
ance of the battallon moved out on foot at 1450 hour.

- The buttﬂll@ﬂ contlnuea the march toward Vllla Liturno until 2030 héur-when -
a CP was set up in farm house on south edge of Villa Liturno. F Company sent
one platoon - at: 2045 hour to secure bridge at the eanal, and also a road block to
the cast and west of the village. Tucse patrols made first coantact Wwith the
enemy at 2116 hour in village square, but after firing several thousand rounds of
automatlc small arms fire the eremy withdrew ©0 the north and F Company cdntinued
on mission. B Company bypassed the village and moved into defensive posgition on ~
north edge, Harrag51ng enemy small arms fire continued through most of tho nlght.
Durzng the nlght D Company returned: to battalion contwola

October 5, 1943

it 0530 battallcn contlnuud attack; D, B, and F were 1/4 mlle North of VIILH
LATERNG; D Company made contact.  They contlnued attack but werc held up after -
300 yérds by strong enemy forces to the left of Street. E Company was committed -
on left flank, cleaned up sitvation -and suffered light casualties from humerous
booby traps placed in epen fields and around buildings, and advarce c¢entinued to
bridge which was reached at 0830 hour. Onc scction of a three scction bridge was
blowrih spite’ of - stubborn resistahce from the platoon of F Company which had the
previous night been. given the mission to selze the bridge, The pldtoon did pre~
vant -the enemy from completely destroying the remaining two sectlons of the
brldgc."

With E on the rlpht D on the left, and F in reserve the battalion pushod
aggrc351vely forwird never losing contact with the enemy and at 1000 hour, the
canal was réeached where' ordérs from hlgher command stoppod our advancej Buttallon
movod inte défensive posltlon. :

Ot 1830 holir- platoons from D, E, and F companics were sent on patrol to re-
connoiter routes to the river, possible river crossings and any énefy inforiation.
Patrols roported to Battalion CP. :

Fast pdtrol reported route passable, river approximately 25 yards wide, depth
unknOWn and easy to brldgu.r Thuy unCountbrbd SruLl ’”oups of encmy. ‘

Center patrol was- unablo t6 refick river due to enemy actlvmty.

Zor




West patrol reporited routc passable, river approximately 60 yards wide,
depth unknown, and difficult to bridge. They also encountered small groups of the
enamy » o ' ‘ S

October 6, 1943
Ab 0230 hour another platoon patrel frem F Company was sent out to capture
prlsoners but returned at 0530 hour aftor being unable to contact cnemy.

4t 0900 hour a platoon from F Cousitiny was sent into srnone to seize and‘se—
cure the village and with the excepbion of artillery firc they encountered no
enamy resistance. : :

4t 1130 hour the balance of ¥ Ceapany plus the Blmm mortar platoon was ordered
into the village. .

Lt 1&30 hour the lst platoon of & Company was commitied north along railrcad
to protect F Company's left flank.

At 1530 hour a very hedvy enemy artilliery concentration began to fall on
ARNONE wnc at 1540 hour F Company reported the enemy counter-attacking. Prisoners
later volunteecred information that oné company was torattack the village from the
west and they were to be relnforced by a battalion which was to cross the river.

The balance of & Company was conmiutod north along rallroad at 1540 hour. at
1600 hour bthe lst platoon of & Company hit the Lnemy’s rizght flank along the rail-
road tracks in the vicinity of the railway station and at the same time the platoon
of ¥ Comga v covering the companys‘ withdrawal struck back at the enemy crossing
the river. Our artillery opcned up 211 along the river and the enemy was stopped
in his tracks. By 1700 hour B and F Cunponles had withdrawn to road running east
and wesﬁ‘iOOO yardS—south of &BNONE znd a defensive position established.

it 1847 hour & Company of the ist’ battalicn moved into E Company's former -
posmtion on the canal

Outpoots were placed and with the exceptlon of harassing enemy artillery fire
the night was quiet.

October 7, 1943

At, 0957 'hour L Company rcporuad an cnony patrcl crossing thé river on the re=.
mains of the railroad bridge bt ocur arvillery stopped any further action on the
enemy s part, During the déy our patrols were active Lo the river and ne ‘enemy
were encountered. -

4t 2130 hour the battalion was rclieved by the 46th British Division and the
battalion moved into bivouac 3/4 of a mile to the east of Villa Liturno. The night
was quiet. '

October &, 1943
st 0630 hour the battalion entrucked on British lorries and returned to the

- City of Naples, The convoy arrlvud at 0930 hour, The bulonce of thé day was
apent cleaning cquipment. :




BRLDAUSRTERS FIAST BTN
505%h AOTIOMTE TR

TION
"Y
YOﬁK K.Y,

bk

HPO LG9 % POSTI.SLIR, NE?

‘ 11 October 1943

Subject: Combnt action First Batialicd Ochober L~9, 1943 Inc¢lusive,

To 8-3, 505 Parachute Infantry,

1., Following arc the ;ccounts of wctivities cf lst Bn. during the above
mentioned period. -

ot 09C0 hour ths Bn. moved by feoct to Capuceini airdrome in praparation
for movanent by motor to the VLbLthW of Viila Litcornc wheve the 2nd Bn. had
relieved 2 Bn, of the 143xd Tnd. The effert was toward bhe Volturne River
aleng the Villa Literno—.rnone highwoy and the 1st Bn. was in regimental. re-
SErVe,

ot 0AC0 Cct. 5 the Bn; o noved cub-znd at 0830 reuched Villa Literno sct
up the Ba. OP in the eastorn outsizivts of town and set up a defense sbraddling
the road north Jjust out of town aboub 200 rards, ll day the Bn. received
artillery fire, three cagualitics LCSQltbd, none fatel.

at 1700 hour Bn., moved forward araln and sct up.a defensc to cover rear
and flanks of the 2nd Ba. Cepter of the defense was BJ OL% 706, right flank
067700, left flenk 032691. Bn. CP in. a farshouse U54(Ch. On the way to this
positicn two casualtles resultcd fron trip wires

Oct. 6=~080C hour Gapt Snyer was seriously wounded by an Y3" mine.

"CH Co. potrols, of ;4 of one plotoon, 1oft carly %o reconnoitoer
the coast road scuth ot Volturao, the town itself and the arca between
the Villa Literno - rrone v coust road, Yo cnemy was contected ex—
cept for & fow snd 5 cLeverturno.  Both bridges over canal immediately
south of Castlevolturpo v Blown, b 2000 hieur Y Co. attached to 2nd
Bn. and moved oul to join thew ot zpproximately OL3717.

Oct, 7-Two patrols were sent to receoanciter os follows~ one to reconnciter
Grazzanisce and the main roads between cur own pesitions snd Grazzanise, The
other to reccanciter Castlovoliurne and the area betwecn our own positions and
Castlovolburne, Patrol thot went to Grazzanise reported on air field with
‘wrocked planes et 075745, In Urazzanige Britich Rsconn units were contacted.

4 German patrol was encovnbered at La Socia., « short fire fight ensued, two
Germans kilied. Yhe obher pactrol reported heovy sielling of Castelveliurnce but:
no othor enemy uCthltibso Civilians ruport Nerth bank of Volturno River heavil:
minad. '

Centinuous patrolling by "BY Co. during the night protected both flanks
of the 2ad Bn, on Sept. 7-8. Sept. 8 the Bni was relioved et 2030 heurs by
British, Bn, worched to Villa Litermo, bivouacked dast South fnst of Lhore
ebout 600 yards until 0630 hours when the Bn. departed in trucks for Naples.
sprived in Haples epproximntely 1000 hours, ‘

/5/"[;/ Dul.x.b.} due ROYOLOIQ
CC l)ba 505 I
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HELADQUARTERS THIRD BATTALION
505TH PARGCHUTE INFLNTRY
A «F w Qs L{- 69

31 October 1943

BATTALICN 11 ST]PIVAL RECORD
CCTCBER 1943

. On October lst, 19.3 ths ,RJ”d Battelion left forward assembly area at
Torre-Del hnpunzicta ah 0770 howr zboecd Briticsh motor lorries and moved Nort)
toward Naples, on highmoeyr to. 8. bellnd the 7th brocred Corps, reconnaissance
units. At a bemperavy ssseabiy arch &t Fortici this battalion {(less "IM
Coupany) was given the adesican at 1200 hour of escorting the Fifth lxmy
Conmander into the city of Napies. The battalion was employed as follows:
Ona‘(l) platcen of "G" Ceapany assizned as army Comander's personal guard,
balance of battelicn to follow in convoy to the first stOpplﬂg point, Piazzi
Garibaldi, and deploy immediately arcund perlmeter of square as a civilian
mok connrol cordoti, - \

1
iz

The above mission was oxpedited on schedule and elicited the Army
Commander's commencatlon

The battalion C. P. was established on Northwest Island of Piazzi Gari-
baldi, The battalion (less "IM Company attached to the Scottish Grays of the
1oth armered COFpS in the vicinity of SanGiorzio, Southeast of Waples) was
then dispatched to patrol previously assigned arsa of rcspon51b111ty, this

being accompliished by 1600 hour. A Company was relieved of assig nment and
" ¢losed ths hattalion area at 0330 hour 2 October 1943.

One platoon of "H" Company and onc {1) section of &lmm merter platoon
was with-held from patrols and assigned a mission by the Battalion Commander;
§~3 report conzernirg this mssion quoted hercwith: (other than stated hereir
"no contact was made with the enemy). :

_ (1) Following is the account of the action of Third Platoon Company
"H', on an .assigned missica bo gecure a rescerveir that supplled the water for
the city of Napcli, ,

At 1400 hours Cctober 1st, Major Krause ordercd Lt. Ziegler to take
a platoon qf men and fceanpany him on a mission to secure a water re-
servoir tha® was alleged to-be in Gorman hands., The platoon with the

 Mortar platoon of Huadguarters Company attached, moved from the Rallway
station at 1400 hours. With the aid of 2 civilian guide they arrived
‘on trucks at 213509, The men dotrucked and Major Krause gave Lt. Ziegler
the order to take his men - to 212515 and determine il therc were'any
Gerimons in the area., It was found that ths Germ&nsfﬁad left after blow-
ing uvp the rescrvoir,

Ain investigation by Major Krause disclosed another important re—
servoir in the ncarby vieinity that was slso alleged to be in German han
liajor Krause then ordered Lt. Ziegler to take nis platecon and investigate

- reservoir and prevent 1ts destruction if it were possible. The platcon
moved out at 1525 hours, They arrived at 193518 at 1630 hours. It.
Ziocgler took 2 six man patrol and moved to 197518. The rescrvoir was
found to be intact and civiiiane statoed the Germans had left a few hours
earlicr. , The reservoir was left' puarded and the remcinder of the platoor
was assembled at 193518, &t 1800 hours & civilian reported thet the Ger-




rnansg had prepared a bridgo for dorslitions, and were roturning teo blow
it that nighte. Lte Zicglor teook four men and with the civilian as a

guide went to investizats the Bridsze. Uoca errivel there heo found the
charzes, He arranged Tor o guard at tho

: Bridpe all night, and returnod
te hiz plateon Cs Pe At 020800 the Tih Av-orod Force arrivoed and the
de~wlition chmarges wore rovoved. Libe Zisgler with two en sz scouts
roved oub ahead of the British Reconmmissancs wnit and 2t 196531 cano

in conbtact with o Gorrman Hark IV tarke The tank fired a fov bursts with
its Machine Gune and dopartsds Noithor scouts or tho officer woro
harred by the shotes Lts Ziegler staiyed with the Reccnnalssance unit

until ho retuwrnod o his ecciany arca 2t 021400,




I:j_lled. in ilCJ;j.O]l a . » . L . . . « . « = L

Died of Wiounds v 5 ¢ 5 2 » « 2 & o & s « s
Prigsoners ¢ Var 5 o v o v 4w s s e v o4 e s
Miseing in saction ¢ 5 - o o« L . L 0 s
Missing in action to Retrn Lo Tty . o o

UIOllﬂ.u(.Q e v ¢ 2 ¢ ¢ ® o 9w 3 u t & s a =
Younded to Duty e s e e e h e e e e e s
TOTLLS

UETY TOTALS

504th Parachute Infantry Regiment

Killed in action o v 4 4 o v 6 o o & s o o o
Tied of Wounds « o o o o 4 o o o ¢ o 2 o 5
Priscnmrs of WaZ 4 o v 6 o 4 v o o o o o o @
Missing dm actlon « + o o 0 & o o & 0 s & &

issing in sction to deturned to Duly . . &

Woundad o » o v o
Wounded to DUby o o 4 ¢ o 5 & o« & 4 o a4
) ‘ 'I‘ O r-L‘J.\ LS

LI I ) [ I e e s

505th FPerachute Intonory Fegiment

Killed in £cbion o « o o ¢ 4 ¢ ¢ v o 2 s o o
Died of Wounds o o o ¢ ¢ o o ¢ a v e e 4 s
Missing in wctdorn o « 2 v 0 v o 4 4 0 e .
Missing to Betuwrmed to Duby o o v o 0 o 4w
Wounded « & o & ¢ w v 6 x s e m e 3 e
Woundsd to &etirﬂbd Lo DULY o o o ¢ 5 & &

325th Glider Infantry Regiment

Killed dn 4chion o ¢ v s 4 v ¢ v o a2 o & o @
Died of Weunds o« + v s o« o 9 s o o s o & + &
FTrisoners of
Viseing dn acbian & v ¢ v 2 ¢ ¢ 0 1 e e s s
Missing in action bo Hoturned to Duty . . .
Tounded o v o v ¢ o o ¢ 2 4 s o o 2 s 2«
Wounded to Returned to DUty « v « o« « 4
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3074h Adrborne Trnoinser Battalion

Killed in Action o+ v o o v 4 v ¢ o 4 &« v o &
Died of Mounds o o ¢ ¢ 4 v ¢« ¢ ¢ 2 o s ¢ & o
Pissing tn fction « o o v 4 « &
Hissing in Action to Returanod to Duty o o <.
oundod « ¢ v s 0 x a e s s s 4 e 8 e v we

wouﬂdod to Retufncd Lo Duty * & & & ¥ € ¢ VW
TCTALS

576+h Parachute Fiold Artilicory Batfalion

Kil}_od il Achion « o o o R I I
Dicgd of Tounda o v o & s 2 0 o v o s s s « s
wouﬂ&od e " 8 & a & & « B+ * ¥ 4 T B " * oW

HJournded to Roturaod to Duby ¢ o o o 4 o o 5o

TOTALS

456+4h Parachute Ficld Artillory Bettalion

Killod An Acticn o o v « ¢ o 3 o o« 2 s + & »
Dicd of Tounds e « o ¢ o o s & 2 s s & 2 » «
"Ioundﬂd M I T T T T Y T S S S T S R S Y
Yaunded te Hoturned to Duty « o o o 0 0 4w

TGTALS

219th Glidor Micld Artillory Battalion

I{i].ledinl\(}tioﬂ-.--0-0-------
":FO‘U.n\’]Gd.-.-.--..........q.

Youndod to Roturned e Duty » v « o

220th Glider Ticld Artillory Batialicn

Kill@d in ActiOn L LI ] LI . - LI ] [ T L3
Wounded to Roturnod o DUuby o o 4 ¢ o o o o
TCEALS

80th Airheorne Anti-direraft Battalion

Killcd in A‘-Ction L T T T S S S S
w@uﬂded 0 Duty L R N L T T T T T

TOTALS

407th Airborne Quartormastor Company

‘f‘qundOd.-...._...-.....‘...
Wovnded to Returncd to DUty « o o ¢ o o & o

TOTALS

Hoendguarters Company €2d Adrboras Division

Killed dndcticn o o o o o ¢« 4 o v o o o o
Younded to Roturncd £¢ Duty « v v o o s+ e

TOTALS
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Falisted

Officers Hop TOTAL
3074 Airborne ¥edienl Conpany
‘Tﬂf-oundad-—-—-—---——vm-'-“-*-"-'--* - 1 1
52d Airborno Military Polico Platoon
Woundad: to Returned 4o Duty = = = = = = = = = - 1 1
Total Division Casualtisos 122 1483 1605







82D ATIRBORNE DIVISION
IN

SICILY AND TTALY

PART IV - DISTRIBUTION

Airborno Headouartors -

Cfficos -Within Divisidn

FAA' 2 e 1
11th Abn Div 2 Asst.00 1
1%th Abn Div 2. o/3 1
101lat Abn Div 2 3l 1
Prcht School 2 G2 1
Abn Board 2 G 1
508th Prcht Inf 2 e 1
, 65 1
Higher Hoadquartors AG Filo 1
IG 1
AC of S, G-2 BED, 8ig 0 1
Yar Dept. Gon. Staffil Chem G 1
War Dopt. 3 Fin O 1
Jh 1
Cowrtosy Copics Div Surg 1
Crd © I
Gene Marshall B 1
Gohe Eiscenhower 880 1
Gons Bradley Engr 1
Gen. Patton FRO 2
Gone Ridgway Div Assn 2
Gene Koyos Div Hist 2
Gene Gavin Hyq Comdy i
Gen. Taylor 1l es Field O with Div

Gan. Baton

Gen. March

Col. Tucker

Col. Fkhans

Col. Wicenecke
Col. Billingslea
Col. Griffith

2 b B bt e b 3\ b e b

Unite Within Division

325th Gli Inf =0
504th Preht Inf 50
505th Prcht Inf 50
Hq & Hg Biry, Div
Arty 10
319th G1i FA Bn 15
320+4h Gli FA Bn 15
376th Prcht FA Bn 15
456th Prcht FA Bn 15
307th Abn Engr Bn 15
80th Abn AA Bn 15
407th Abn QM Co >
7682d Abn Ord. Maint
Co
307th Abn Med Co
82d Abn Sig Co
824 Preht Maint Co
Hg 8p Trs
82d Abn Ren Plat
82d Abn MP Plat

IV AN RN R RN

at time (Bst) 60
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JHORLD WAR II GASUALTIES
DECORATIONS, OITalloNg
{Also miscollancous information)

IIILE
DAYS IN COMBAT
CASTALTIES
AYARDS AND DECORATIONS
CITATIONS
a+ NETHERLANDS GITATION
be- BELGIUM OITATION
COMMAND AND STAFF
ABSIGNMENTS AND ATTACHMENTS

COMMAND POST LOCATIONS




SECTION T

SUMMARY OF DAYS IN COMBAT AREAS

(Note: Tae perm "front line pos-
iticns™ is used below as any per-
icd of time in which a regimental
combat team or larger groub of the
Division, whether or not detach-
ed from the Division, was in di-
rect contact with enemy troops.)

OPERATICN FRONT LINE CORPS ARNY | TOTAL
‘ POSITICNS RoSERVE RESERVE
SICILY (HUSKY) | | il
() 10-14 July '43 5
15-16 July '43 2
17-24 July '43 8 |
(a) 25 July - 19 hug. '43 26
Sub-~Totals (13) (2) (26) (41)
ITALY | 163
Neples-Foggie (Avalanche)
(Giant)
Rome=-Arnce (Shingle)
(2) 14-18 Sept. '43 5
(3) 16-25 Sent. '43 ‘ 10
(4) 18-24 Sept, 43 7
{5) 25 Sept., = 2 Oct. '43 7
(6) i+_7 Oct. '1;3 1—&
(7) 27 Qct, = 25 Nov. '43 30
(8) 6 Dec, '43 =~ 1 Jan. 'Lk 27
(9) 22 Jan. - 23 March '44 62 -
{(10) (b) 3 Oet. - 19 Nov. 43 @net) 21
Net Sub-lotals (142) (21) (163)
NORMANDY (NEPTUNE) . 38
6 June —= 8 July 'L4 33
- 9-11 July thh 3 2

12-13 July 'A4
Sub-Totals (33) (3) () (38)




OPERATION FROLT LINE CORFS ARIY TOTAL
: POSTTIONS RESERVE RESERVE
BECLLAND (IARKET) 58
{Rhineland)
17 Sapt. — 1% Nov. 44 58
ARDENKES ‘ 63
18'Doce 'Hh ~ 11 Jan 145 25
1227 Jon. 145 16
28 Jan. — 4 Fobe 45 8
5 Feba. 45 1
6""18 F@bo !”]"‘5 15
Sub-Totals (46} (17) (63)
CENTRAL RIROPE 59
4o16 April Y4s 0 15
(e) 17-25 April '45 9
2627 April 45 2
28 April -.8 lay '45 11
(d) 9 Moy —-1 June ™45 24
Sub-Totals (24) (33) (2) (59)
GRAMD TOTALS 315 ) 51 422

TOTAL ITAYS Til COMPAT AREA -~ BY YEAR:

1943 0 141
1944 L2173
1945 —- 108

TCTAL hao

TOTAL DAYS IN COMBAT ARFA AS A RESULT OF

ATRBORNE DEPLOYEEIT

SICILY 4
ITALY 20
LORMAWDY %8
HOLLAHD 58

TOTAL 57

©GROUND DEPLOYVHMBET

ITALY 143
ARDENNES . 63
C‘ EE. TRA-L‘ . .

WERCPE 50

" TOTAL 265




HOTES

(1)  ~- 505, %04 Prcht RCTo

(2} — 5Ck, 505 Proht ROTs

(3) = 325 G1i ROT

(4) —= Div on rizht flank of Fifth Army ‘
(5} == Div on.Sorrento Ridoe nnd Naples Plain
{(6)  w 505 Prekt ACT cn Volturnc River.

(7) == 504 Prcht RCT in Isernin Soctor.

(8) «--504 Prent RCT in Vemifro Sector,

(9) «~-504 Frecht RCT on Anzio Beachhend.

(10) =- Het, does not include pericdn 4=7 Oct '43 or 27 Oct. - 25
Hove '43

(2} == Aloo cceupntional duty in Yostern Sicilys

() -~ Alsoe occeupaticonal duty in I'aples. Doss wet inelude pore
iods 504 Prcht ROT o in Corps or Army ruserve afior
Div proper left Italy.

(¢} =—Aloo ceccupntionnl duty in Cologas, Germany, aren.

(d) == Aleo coeupntiornl duty in Ludwigoluct, CGormany, areas

"On the firet day of ths year of f£imal victory in
Europe, the Batialion was relieved of the attachment to VII
{orpo, 3d Arrored Divisiocn, and attached to XVIIL Corps
{Airbvorne}, &2d Airborne Division. These were truly fighting
men. A& oguad of the 82d Airborne Division will take on a
company of the Gerran Army, an 82d Alrborne Pivision Company
will take on a German Battalion, and to assign any unit of
the 82d Airbornc Division an objoctive is to know that the
obiective will he takon and held" (Excerpt from "Victory
DY, 4hs unit history of the 628th Tank Deaotroyer Battalion)




SECTION 2

CASUALTIES

as Averago casualty rate: The 82d Airborne Division occupied front line
positions for a total of 31& duyes and suffercd a total of 19,586 casumltics of
all types, an average of 51.98 casualtics for cach day, on the basis of com—
putations made 28 May 1945, -

(1) An avorage of 4,89 men werc missing in action, cach day.
(2) &n avorago of 39.88 men worc wounded each daye
(3) An average of 8.8 men wore injured cach day.

(4) An avorage of 8.43 mon wore killed in action or died of wounds
cach day.

* * #

b. Caswalties by campaignt Figures available as of 25 October 1945 show
that only 106 individuals of the 82d Airborne Division are still listed as
"Missing in Action", all others listed earlier as "Missing" having been libera—
ted from prison camps or legally declared deads A& tabulation of caswalties on
this basis, however, would unot present a true picture of the Division's status
during the particular campaign, and two sets of computations therefore are
given below. “ . '

CAMPA TGN . MISSING OUNDED 1IN INJURED IN KILLED IN:AQTION'
- ‘ I . AQTION . '~ ACTION  DIED CF WOUNDS
ACTION .  Not Rtd Mot Rtd “
]td ]id
. # SIoILY N kg k74 336 x T ox 197
% TEALY 73 ilbo 799 g x 309
% NORMANDY 661 2575 1554 04 502 1142
% _HOLLAND 622 1796 821 327 196 535
T AARDENHES & A
... RHINELAND 101 2073 10%6 609 364 440
**OENTRAL ; S
EUROPE 30 168 34 49 51 4o
TOTALS 1535 8024 4580 1689 1093 2665

12,604 2,782

. ¥ ww Corrected to 12 December 1944
¥¥ .. Corrected to 28 May 1945 7
X -~ Figures-not kept for these campaigns
. Not Rtd ~- Did not return to Division
~ Btd - Returned to Division o




Computations corrected on the basis of official reports received to 25
Octoher 1945;.

CAMPAIGN . MISSING IN ACTION KILLED IN ACTION
‘ . CR

: S DIED OF WOUKDS

SI0TLY | 12 L 206
ITALY | 2 | | 507
NORMBNDY | 0 | 1,282°
HOLIAND ' 80 ’ 658
ARDENNES &

RHINELAND -7 . - . 670
CENTRAL

EUROFE 5 17
TOTLLS | 108 5,228
:

% * %

Cn the last day of ite:last campaign the 82d Alrborne Division liberated
Pive of its soldiers who had been captured in Sicily and later had been "hired
out" to German farmers as farm hands. : : :

* * ¥

_'1oi -



c. Caswlties by unit {corrected to 28 May 1945);

UNIT MIA A0UEDID ANJURED K14
Tiot, Ltd Not, Hohd or
Rid Rid 291
Div Hq 4 11 11 9 4 4
Div Hq Co 1 15 10 9 7 17
82 Abn MP Plat 5 4 2 1
325 ¢li Inf 190 1256 751 291 181 280
504 Prcht Inf 208 1850 1122 125 85 522
505 Prcht Inf 146 1760 1081 357 263 465
507 Prcht Inf 237 56 270 96 56 251
508 Prcht Inf 312 1280 665 466 284 551
2 Bn 401 Gli Inf 165 630 274 | 109 56 141
Hq & Hq Btry
Div Arty . 15 9 2 2 1
319 Gii FA Bn by 75 b5 51 37 36
220 ¢1i FA Bn 4o 48 30 37 24 33
376 Prcht FA Bn 7 97 56 12 6 62
456 Pront FA Bn 1 b 65 16 8 4l
80 Abn A3 Bn 17 91 57 | 46 40 4o
307 Abn Engr Bn 34 235 140 21 14 o4
407 Abn Q1 Co - 9 3
307 Abn Med Co 1 12 6 13 7 7
82 Abn 8ig Co 9 5 2 22 16 11
782 Abn Ord Maint Co 1 1 1 1
82 Abn Ren Plat 5 6 2 3
TOTALS 1555 BOZ24 4530 1689 1093 2665

P

NOTE3: The 507th Parachute Infantry was attached for the NORMANDY Campaighe

The 508th P@réchute Infantry was attached for the NORMANDY, HOLLAND,
ARDENNES & REINLLIAND Campaigns.

The 2d Battalion, 40lst Ulider Infaniry, was atitached to the 325th
Glider Infantry (to give the 325th a total of three battalions) in
the NORMANDY, HOLLAND, ARDZNNZS & RHINELAWD Campaigns and was absorbe
by the 325th on 1 March 1945. ‘

Figurcs for the 82d Parachute liaintenance Company (Prov) are included
in these for eother Parachube units.

~ 105 -




SFOTION IIL-

ANERDS

AND DECORATIONS

A. INDIVIDUAL DECORATIONS OF THE UNITED STATES

PRIVATE

JOHN R.
(Posthunously.

OF LiERTCA

CONGRESSIONAL MEDAL OF HONOR

TONLE

1ST SERGEANT LEONARD A. FUNK
(Gailantry in Action in the Ardennes)

NAME

Kellogg, William M,

504, TH PARACHUTE INFANTRY

Gellantry in Action in Holland)

508TH PARACHUTE INFANTRY

DISTIRGUISHED SERVICE CROSS
u-Denotes Oak Teaf Gluster also awarded

UNIT

SOhth Parachute
aséth,Parachute

Infantry

Field Artillery

Battalion

5C8th Parachute

507th Parachute
50L4th Parachiite
505th Parachute
504th Parachute
505th Parachute
504th Parachute
50L,th Parachute

507th Parachute
*508th Parachute

508th Parachute

505th Parachute
‘507th Parachute

5C5th Parachute
505th Parachute

504th Parachute.

508th Parachute
504 th Parachute

Infantry

.325+h Glider Infantry

Infantry
Infantry
Infantry
Infantry
Infantry
Infantry
Infantry

‘Infantry
‘Infantry

Infantry
Infantry
Infantry
Infantry
Infantry
Infantry

JInfantry

Infantry

RANK

- 4tchoson, Robert B, . Major

_ ‘Baldwi‘n, Lewis N, Cpl,
lBednarz, Walter,d. Cpl.
#Billingslea, Charles E. Col. |
Clarke; James F. 2d L,
‘Cock, dJulian 4. Lt, Col.
Cymerys, Charles F. Cpl.
Del Grippo, Danlel T. Pfe.
Doerfier, Hugene . 1st Lt.
‘Dunham, Don B, Major

Dustin, Shelton W, Sets
‘Fegsler, John H. 8/Sgt.

- Foley, Jokin P, 1st It.
Funk, Leonard . lst Sgt.
%Gav1n, James M. Major Gen.

* Gilbert, Emmil P. .. VR
Gordon, Oscar L. 24 Lt.
Gorham, Arthur F. Lt. Qol,
Grenado, dJohn Cpl.
Gushue, Charles A Sgte
Hanna, Roy M. lst Lt,
Harper, lee W, Fvt.
Harris, Wesley O. Capt.,

* Harrison, Willard Va jor
Henderson, ilvin H, . 8/8gb.
' Holstol, Raymond S, Pfc.
Herd, Shclby R, Pvt,
Huempfner, Milo C. Pic.
Hughes, dJohn 4. 1st Lt
- Jusek, Joseph J. Cpl,
Kaiser, James L. Lt. Col.
- Karnap, Bernard Z. 2d Lt
Kelley, Charles B, Pvt,
Capt.

L56th Parachute Field «rtillery
. ~ Battalion

307th kirborne Engineer laztta
_ . Battalion

504,th Parachute Infantry

508th Parachute Infantry
"£04th Parachute Infaniry

504th Parachute Infaniry
Division Headquarters Company
507th Parachute Infantry
504th Parachute Infantry
505th Parachute Infantry
504th Parachute Infantry
507th Parachute Infantry

-307th sirborne Engineer

- Battalion



N/ RANK UNIT

Kere, William E. Szt 307th idirborne Engineer
| Battalion
Kisrnan, James R,’ lst L, 50kth Parachute Infantry
Kinsey, Paul S, lst It, 325th Glider Infantry
Kirby, Yarsel T/5 507th Parachute Infantry
Koss, Joseph . Pfec, 504th Parachute Infantry
Krauge, Ecward C, Lt. Col. 505th Parachute Infantry
Kumler, Iyle K. Set, 508th Parachute Infantry
Larnin, George D. st Lt, 508th Parachute Infantry
l&nseadel, William G, Pfc, 504th Parachute rpfantry
Lockwood, John A. Pyt 508th Parachute Infantry
Madlock, Hy F, “Pyvt, 507th Parachute Infantry
Megellas, James ' ist Lt, 504th Parachute Infantry
Mendez, Louis G. It. Col. 508th Parachute Infaniry
Myers, Joscph F, s 1st Lt 325th Glider Infantry
Muzynski, Valter J, Pfe, - 504th Parachute Infantry
Nau, Charles E. Cpl. 504th Farachute Infantry
Qstberg, E.J. Lt, Col. 507th Parachute Infantry
Parris, Harold L. pPfc, 508th Parachute Infantry
Polette, Lloyd L. Lst Lt, 508th Parachute Infaniry
Prager, Clarence S/s8gt. 505th Parachute Infantry
Prager, Leorard A, lst Sgt. 508th Parachute Infantry
#Ridgway, Matthew B, Major Gen, Division Headquarters
Roberts, Ernest T. Cpl, 508th Parachute Infantry
Rutledge, James A. T/Sgte 508th Parachute Infaniry
S8anford, Teddy A. Lt. Col. 325th Glider Infantry
Sayre, Edwin H, Capt. 505%h Parachute Infantry
' Shanley, Themas J. Tt, Col. 508th Paraclute Infantry
Sirovica, Frank L. 8/5gts '508th Parachute Infantry
Sprinkle, John I, lst Lt, 505th Parachute Infantry
Stevens, Stanley E, S/5gt. 5084¢h Parachute Infantry
Swenson, John H, Lt. Col. 325th Glider Infantry
Taylor, Stokes M, ' Cpl. 80th Airborne Anti<aircraft
Battalion
TTerry, Dewitt 3. Sgte 325th Glider Infantry
#*Tucker, Reuben H, Gol, 504th Parachute Infantry
*Wandervoort, Benjamin H, Lt. Col. £05th Parachute Infantry
Walsh, Viilliam P, . S/3gt. - 504th Parachute Infantry
Wason, Donald B, 2d Lts - 325th Glider Infantry
Wertich, Jaske L. ist Lt,. 508th Parachute Infantry
Ziegler, Harvey - : lst Lt.. 505th Parachute Infantry

dwingman, Otto K. Pvie 508th Parachute Infantry




Y  SUuARY OF I}ECORATIONS OF UNTTED

' “':jjf: BY cmmzcm

L A T

R B T

LI ]

| . NOTE: Cempilations U'sted below include’ ﬂ?&bbrations awarded through
12 October 1945, Approximately “l40 recommendations for decorations were

being processed at that time.

- 108 -

~ DECORATIONS )
OAMPATGN e MOEH__ DSC Lofi S5 BS
STOILY 9 Iy 43 -9 K A3 T 9 12 s
ITALY 12 Sept 43 - 19 Nov 43 gy 2 .' -5é 59
A #22 Mar 4L T
NORMANDY & Jun Ly - 12 Jul Lk 32 11 271 925
HOLLAND 17 Sept 44 = 13 Nov 4l 2@ 3 209 709
BELGIWM ' 18 Dec 4k - 17 Feb 45 - ° ° T o E "i69 396
GERMANY 24pras - T ) 2 . 2 85 384
TOTAL 79 32 894 2478
#504th Parachute Infantry |
. l;_ | Sil\;;r ~ Bronze
UNIT MofH _ . BsC LofM Star Star
Hq 82d Abn Div 4 12 11 108
MP Platoon | | 1 1 5
‘P?cht Maint Co 1 L
307th ‘Abn Med Co 1 g 53
524 Mom Sig Co R S T
LO7th Abn O Co 5
782c1'Ab'n drd Maint Co 2 17
Recon Platoon L 9‘
307th fbn ﬂ:ngr Bn .' 3 2 20 .100
325th GLi Iaft” 10 2 95 "266
soth.ﬁbn”AArﬁn,fww S SO Ww,.”_wnﬁw. b5
' 319th Gli FA Bn T - | 8 i
Hgq Div Arty 1 5 22



, C Silver
UNIT ' , ok JOTH D3aC _Tofl Star

Bronze
Star .

320th Gii FA Bn 10
A56th Prcht FA En 2 ) 2h
376th Preht FA Bn - 7
504th Prcht Inf 1 20 2 200
505th Preat Inf o 12 Lo 275

Pther ‘ 1 26 1 220

54
25

428
596
641,

TOTAL T2 78 32 894

C. SUMMARY OF DECORLTIONS OF
- ALLIFD GOVERNMENTS

AWARD : NUMBER PRESENTED

FRENCH

Croix De Guerre A L!'Ordre De LtArmes (Army Level) veeevecsenosvnes 7
Croix De Guerre L' Crdrs De La Division (Division Level).senesses 3
Cfoix De Guerre A L'Ordre Du Rogiment (Regimental Levelluayess.. 16

Grolx De Gu.(;rre CertJi'lCﬂteS.....,;...... l...tll.'."!',l'.‘....lz’?

BRITISH

\Nlhtary CI'OSS- csee bt s -.-oc-».ac,u--.--4----.--9.u-.‘-o:--o-og
Mlthary Medalecssseonessrvortoassastasscstsntonssasssesosrassod
Distinguished Service Ordeluesssrersescsrsenstasrsarsssagoosnsas
Distinguished Conduct Medalicsosesvanscesnsrnrirassocssorsnssnnss

RUSSIAN

Order of Alexander NéVSky.o..o.-.o-c..-nuo..vo-o.aa-----aooolc.-
Order of the Peoples War, 1st Degreciiiiiieriescrrorscsscnssnnsy
Order of the Peoples War, 2nd Derreee...........................
Medal For Valoluissescesescnosnsscasonssansassdosntsadssansscressas
Medal For Combal ServiCe.eececessnsssncrscnsrosssrasrossscronsrivsy

HOILAND

ORANGE NASSAU IN
Degree Of G’rand Ofilcex‘..u,-...-...-.--.--..o.-...o IEEEEEEY N
Degroe Of Commander................-..--.....-....on..-.,....
Degree Of Officer-o,uu-uc...ooco.tfpooe_a,coc.o-,cnc_.oo,ol---.-o-oo-o
Military'Willems QG esevsecvcossssocesssspsstessncaevesvgaresbe

BI'OHZG I.lionula.ioto.--,..t,o_.op’.._‘og.n,lg .IlC‘.lI.l‘.I_.lﬂ.';liﬂ‘l.l."l.'

Bronze CI‘OSS.. (RN N] ch e NEBes bR s bt ﬂi.l,f!p_!.'_c.i_t,o‘c,.‘t segbessenEs L

53

1l

23

[~ S

2478



SECTION 4

CITATIONS OF THE 82D ATRBORNE DIVISION AS A WHOLE

THE NETHERLANDS —- MILITAIRE WILLEMS ORDE, DEGRER OF KWIGHT OF THE FOURTH
CIASS. Awarded for gallantry in action in the NETHERLANDS during the period
17 September 1944 —~ 4 October 1944. {(8ee Aunnex La)

BELGIUM —~ THE FOURRAGERE 1940. Awarded for gallantry in actiocn in BELGIUM
in December 1944 and January and Februsry 1945 in the ARDENNES, the 82d Airborne
Division having been cited twice in the Order of the Day of the Belgian Arny.

(See Annex 4b)"

FRANCE w CITATION.. For gallantry in action in NORMANDY,

PRESIDENTIAL OTTATIONS OF UNITS OF THE 82D AIRBORNEZ DIVISION

UNIT ' CAMPAIGN
Division Headquarters and ‘ - Norma ndy

Headquarters Compary

325th Glider Infantry Normandy
let Battalion, 504th Parachute Ardennes
Infantry (Less Company 4)
Company A, 504th Parachute Infantry Central Europs
5d Battalion, S504th Parachute Infantry Rome-Arno {Anzio)
505th Parachute Infantry Nermand y
507th Parachute Infantry (Attached) | Normandy
508th Parachute Infantry (Attached) Normandy
Headquarters and Headquarters Normandy
Battery, 82d Airborne Division '
Artillery
519th Glider Field Artilléry Battalion Normandy
320th Glider Field Artillery Battalion Normandy
824 Airborne Sigral Company | | Normandy
507th Airborne Medical Compaﬂy Normandy
Headquarters and Batteries A B, and C, | Normandy

80th Airbhorne Antlalrcraft Battallon

Gompanles 4 and B 507th Alrbornv ‘ B | Normandy
Engineer Battallon




MERITORiOUS SERVICE PLAQUES AWARDED UNITS

4O7th Airborﬁe Quartermaster Company

307th Airboﬁ%e Medical Company

782d Airborne Ordnance Haintensnce Company

82d Parachute Maintenance Company

666th Quartermaster Truck Company (Attached)

PRISONIERS OF WAR
CAPLURID BY THE
820 ATRBORNE DIVISION

CAMPA TGN 0. OF PYl's
8ICILY 25,191 ,
ITALY 74
NORMANDY 2,159
HOLLAD 2,995
ARDENHES 4,529
CENTRAL EUROPE 148, 150%
TOTAL ' 181, 100
HOTES: Figures include only prisoners of war processed through the

‘Division Prisoner of War Copge and do not include any prisoners

captured by units of the Divieion while such units were detachec
from the Divisions The above figures thue do not inelude ori-
soners taken by the 505th Parachute RCT in the early days of
SICILY, the 325th, 504th ard $05th ROTs on the SALERNO BEACHHEAT
or much of the CHIUNZI PASS sector, the 505th RCT on the VOL—
TURNO, or the 5Chth RCT in the ISERNIA, VENAFRO or ANZIC sectore

*The figure of 148,152 prisoners captured in the CENTRAL EUROF:

- Campaign includeran estimated 144,000 captured when the derman

Twenty-First Army surrendered to the 82d Airborne Division at
LUDWIGSLUST, GERIANY




HYADQUARTERS 82b AIRBORVE DIVISION
Office of the -Division Commander

-
%

APO 469 U. S. Army
12 Octobor 1945

GENERAL ORDERS )

: ' -
NUMBER 125 ) > | SECTION
TTHERLANDS - DECREE, DATED 8 OCT 1945, AWARD OF THE "MILITAIRE
WILLEMS ORDE" - & - o o o o e o e e e e e e e m e e - - QU
MINISTERIAL DECREE, NETHERLANTS GOVERIWENT, & CCT 1945, o -
WEARING OF THE ORANGE LANYARD, ROYAL WETHERLAND ARMY - - - = = “u II

I —- NETHERLANDS DECREE:;

Ahnouncomont is madsé of tho Nothorlands award of tho "Militaire Willems
Ordo", degrco of Knight of tho fourth class, to the 824 Airverne Diyisionﬁ The

Nothorlands Decreo, datod 8.Cctobor 1945, is horsby quotcds

~ "WE WILHELNINA, by the Grace of Gody, Queon of the Nethorlands, Princess of
Crango~-Nassau, otcs, otc., ote. «

Cn the rocommondation of Our Ministors of War and for Foroign Affairs, datcd
October 3, 1945, Sécrot Mr.Y.22;

-

Tn accordance with thoe provisions of the amondod Act of Aprif\iO,'1815, Hr .2
(Statuc~Book Nr.33); -

In viow of the clauso 18 of the Rogulations of administration and diseiplin:
for the "Militaire Yillems Ordo"; as laid down in the Royal Decrec of Juno 25,
1815, Kr.10; '

Congidoring that tho 82d Airborno Division of tho Unitod States-Army, durine
the airborne operations a-d tho onsuing fighting nctions in the contral part of
the Netherlands in tho period from Soptomlior 17 to Octobor 4, 1944, excclled in
porforming the tosks, allotted to it, with tact, coupled with -guperior gallantry,
solfwsacrifice and loyalty; . ' '

) Considoring also, that tho actions, fought by the aforesaid Division, took
“place in the area of NIJMEGHN; _—

HAVE APPROVED AND ORDERED:

1. To decreos, that the Divisioml Colours of the 82d Airborne Divieion of the
- .United Btatos-Army ehall bo docoratod with the "Militairo Willems Orde")
, . degroo of Kright of the fourth class; '

24 ‘$9 autﬁdrizo the Division to earry in its Divisioml Colours tho mamo of tho

. town of ) . ‘ '
S NIJHEGEN 1944

" Our Ministors of Yar and for Foroign Affairs arc, ocach for his own part, in

cﬁarge of the cxcoution of this Docroe, copy of which shall be sont to the
Chancellor of the Nethorlands-Ondors of Knighthood. '

THE HAGUE, Octobor 8, 1945
{egd.) WILHELMINA . ‘




THE MINISTER OF WAR
(sgd.) J. MEIJNEN
THE MINISTER FOR FOREIGN AFFAIRS,
{sgd.) VAN KLEFFENS . o
_ Conformable to the crigimal,
tho Dirsctor of the Cabinet of the Queen,
(sgds) VAN TRTS VAN GOUTRIAAN.
for true translation,
‘The acting Chanccllor of the Netherlands Orders-
of Xnighthood,
(sgd.) KOFFLER."

17 —— MINTSTERIAL: DECRER, NETHERLANDS GOVERNMENT s

Ministerial Detrse of tho Netherlands Hinister of War, dated 8 October 1945,
granting the perscnnel of the 82d Airborne Divieion, who participated in oper-
ations during the period of 17 Soptembor to 4 Octohor 1944, authority to wear
the ORANGE LANYARD of the Royal Hetherlands Army is- quotods

"MINISTERIAL DECREE OF THE NETHERLANDS FINISTER GOF JAR, dated Octobar 8,
.1945, Section III A, Secret No-X 25,

The Minister of War considering, that thc outstanding performance of duty
of the 82d Airborne Division, United States Arny, during tho airborne operations
and thc onsuing fighting actions in the central part of the NETHERLANDS in the
period from Septeuber 17 to October 4, 1944, have induced HER MAJRSTY THE QUEEN
fo decorate its-Divisioml Colcurs with the "HILITAIRE WILLENS-ORDE" degree of
Knight of the fourth class; CONSIDIRING also, that it is desirable for ocach
raober of the Division, who took part in the aforc-said oparations, to pcssess
a lasting menento of this glorious struggle; '

DECREES: that each member of tho personnel of the 82D AIRBORNE DIVISION,
UNITED STATES ARMY, who tcok part in the opsrations in the aroca of NIJHUEGEN in
the poriod from Septenber 17 to Octoher 4, 1944, is allowed to wear the ORAHGE
LANYARD, as laid down in article 123z of tho Clothing Regulations/1944, of the
Royal Netherlands Aroy.

THE HAGUE, OCTOBER 8, 1945,

THE 1{INISTER OF WAR=-!"
(Minister van Oorlog)

BY COMMAND OF MAJOR GENERAL GAVIN:

R+ H. JIENECKE
Colonel, GSC
Chiof of Staff

OFFICIAL:

- (/ - .
JOHI D. GRAT
Ma jor, AGD”
Ad jutant Gene

DISTRIBUTICN

"A" & "C" plus 3 to TAG (Attn: Docorations & Awards Branch,
Munitions Bldg., Wash. 25, D, C.)
2 to CG, USFET (Roar) (Attn: Awards & Decorations-
Branch, AG-Mil Pers Div))
1l to CG, US Hq Berlin District
2 to 00, 45th MRU (Mobile) AFO 755




HEADQUARTERS 82D ATRBORNE DIVISION
Office of tho Division Commander

APO 469, U.S. Army
8 Cctober 1945

GENERAL ORDERS )

NUMBER 123 ),
BELOIUE CITATION

Pursvant to authority contained in tho Belgium Ministry of Fational De-
fonse Docrse Numbor 1034, datod 4 Qctober 1945, anncuncemont is made of the
award of the fourrageorc 1940 to tho 82d Airborne Division and thoe 508 Parachute
Infantry Reginment. Appropriate portions frem the Decrce are herchy guoted:

%At the provcsal of the Minister of Natiomal Defense, we have decroed and
we orders .

Article 1: The 82d Airborne Division with the 508tk Parachute Infantry Regi-
ment attached is cited twico in the Order of the Day of the Belgian Army and ie
herewith givon the fourragere 1940, for: :

'l. This olito Division which has gone with great elan through the cam-
paigns of Tunisia, Sicily, Italy, Holland and France, has distinguished itself
particularly in tho Battle of the Ardennes from Decemlor 17 to Docomber 31, 1944,
Called upon as a reinforcomont by the Allicd High Command in the cvening of the
17 Docomber,” at a timo whon the divisiow was in tho vicinity of Reims, the Div-
ision was-able to tako pup combat positions in tho rdzion of Yerbomont only 24
hours lator and thie under very sovero climatic conditions. Progreesing towards:
Ambleve-and the Salm, tho Division opened aud maiuntained a corridor for the ele-
moats of four American Divisions which wors surrounded in the viecinity of St.
Vith, thus giving new courazc to the ongaged unite. The Division had proventod-
" the enemy from piercing the north flark of the pocket creatod by the offcensivo
of Von Rundstedt and thusly succosded in sBaving the city of Liege and its sur-
roundings from.a sccond occupation by tho Gormanas. ‘

2. Aftor heving oxcolled in dofensive warfarc at tho banks of the Salm and
tho. Ambleve and after having ropelled succossfully the repeated attacks of the
best German shocktroops, the 82d Airborne Division with tho 508th Parachute In~
fantry Reziment attached, in spite of oxtrome cold and oxeoodsively deep snow,
wont on the offonsive themsclves and advanced.to tho German bordeor, capturing
2500 German prisoncrs, including 5 battalion commanders. This fighting was ox-
tromely valorous ae the organic composition of the Division handicappod the unit
considerably, not having at thoir disposal, as any othor Infantry Division would
havo, heoavy weapons to support thoir attacke. During 23 days, uader most painful
and advorso conditions, the veterans of tho 82d Airborno Divieion did not coasao
to give a wonderful oxample of courage and horoism, okomplifying their fighting
spirit by soveral remarkably brilliant actions. By its walor, the Division wrote
another pago in horoic annalag of Alliod Airborne troops and rendored an important
sarvico to Bolgium and to the Allied cause by eetablishing the necessary basis
for the new pursuit of the enemy towards the Rhine Rivor.!

Article 2 The Ministor of National Defenso ies herewith ordered to axecute
the decreo. :
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SECTION &5

OOIEARD_ATD STATF

820 THAITRY DIVISION |

82D AIRBORYE DIVISIOU
25 MARCH, 1942 —- 29 OCTCBAR, 1945
NOTE: Dates showp for promotion are dates of rank unloss shown with an asteriok
(¥). If ghewa with an astoerisk tho dates arc dates cof acceptance of pro-
, motion. '

COUNATDING GENERALS‘

Owar M. Bradley
Matthow B. Ridgimy
Matthew B. Ridgway
Jamco M. Gavin
Jdames M. Gavin

Gone
Gen.
Gone
Gen.
Gene

Ya jor
Brig.
Ma jor
Brig.
Ma jor

ASSIéTANT'QIVISION COMMANDERS

Brlg. Gon. Matthew B. Rld"W&j
Col. Don ¥, Pratt -

Brig. Cpn, William M. Miloy
fol. Charlco L. ¥gorans, Jr.

Brige Gone Cha?lcu L. Koorans, dJr.

Cbl. Jamos i Gavin

Brlg. BGon. Janmes M. Gavin
v Gols Ira P.. Suwift, .

"Brig. Gen. Ira P.. Swift

OOMNANDING:GENERAESY DIVISIOL

ARTILLERY

.Brlg. Gon. JosopH M. Swing
Brig. Gen. Maxwell D. Taylor
Coi. Franie A, idrch

‘Brig. Gons Mexwcll D. Taylor
Col« Francic A. March

CCols Lomuel Mathowson' 0
Col. Francis A. March

Brig.. Gen:. Francis A. March

CHIEFS OF STARE

Col. Coorge Van W. Papo-
“Col, Maxwell D. Taylor
Lte,Col Palph P, Haton
Col. Ralph P. Faton

Lt.. Gol. Robert H.' Ticnecke
Gol Robort H. IlunOCkG

. FROY

2% larch '42
26 June '42

7 August 42
28 August Y44
20 Uctobor '44

g
25 March '42
3. July T42¢
18 August 142
17 January (43

L2000
25 Jyno 42

5 August 42
27 Aigguat ‘44
19 October ‘44
To Date

25 June '42 |
15 Auguet '42
15 January “43
6 Februnry 43

7 Fohruary '43(MIA)1L July 43

4 Cctobor 43
¥ Octobor '43
13 Docember 144
20 March '45

25 March ‘42
#12 Decombor '42
6 October- 143
7 Fobreary '44
22 Fobriary Ty

Yay ‘44
22 May 'h4
16 Novembor '44

-25 Narch 42
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6 July 42
12 Docembor 42
.5-January"45
28 Kugudt 44
' 29.Octobor 44

—

6 Cetobor '4%
27 August ‘44

19 March '45

2 Beptomber '45

11 Docenber '42.
5 Cctober '43
6 Fobruary ‘44

21 Fobruary '44
7 Vay 44

21 I‘fﬂ.y Thh

15 Wovombor '44

To Date

5 July '42
11 Docenbor '42
4 Jenuary '43
27 August '45
28 Octcher ‘44

To Date



ASSISTANT CHIEF CF STAFF, G-l

Lte Cole. Ralph P. Eaton (Acting)
Major Ralph C. Cooper

Capte Frederick Me Schellharmer

Major Fredarick M: Schellharmer

Capt. Thomaa-B. Ketterson (Acting)

Capt. Thomas B. Kcttorson
Ma jor Thomas B, Kettorson
Major Frederick M. Schollhammor

Lte Col. Froderick M. Schellharmer

Major Alfred W. Iroland
Lt. Cole Alfred We Ireland

ASSISTANT CHIEF OF STAFF, .2

Major Georgo Ee Lynch

Lte Cols George E+ Lynch

Lts Col. Whitfield Jack

Lts Cole Walter W. Winton, Jr.
Major Michael K. Berkut (Acting)
Major Paul E. Vaupol

ASSISTANT CHIEF CF STAFF, G-3

Ma jor Willis 8. Matthews

Lt. Col, Willis S. Matthows
Major Richard K. Boyd

Lt. Col. Richard K. Boyd

Lt. Col. Whitfield Juck

Lt. Cols Paul L. Turner, Jr.
Lt. Col. Robert H. Wienccko
Ma jor John Nortoen

Lt., Col. John Norton

ASSISTANT CHIEF OF STAFF, G4

Lte Col. Trumn C. Thorson
Major Robert He Wienecke
Lt. Col. Robert Ha Wienccke
Ma jor Bennie A. Zinn

Lte Col. Bennie A. Zinn

Lte Cols Frank W. Moorman (Acting)

Itse Cole Frank W. Moorman
Ma jor Albert G. Marin
Lt. -CO:!:. :le(}rt Ge Marin

FROM

25 March 42 ¢
3 ay 42

22 June A2
4 August t42

9 Soptenbor '42:

17 Docomber Y42
30 Januvary 143
28 March '43

12 April 43
28 Avgust. M4

6 November '44

25 March '42
4 April 'ho

2 Octobor '43
28 August 4h
1 July 45
19 July 45

25 March '42
*#oppril 42

6 July '42

8 Octohor '42
20 August '43

2 October '4%
17 February '44
28 Avgust 44
26 October '44

25 Mareh t42
19 August 142
1 Fobruary 43
17 Bebruary t44
1 June ‘44
7 June Y44
17 July 44
28 August 44
11 November Y44

0

2" May th2

21 June.'4or

13 August 42
17 Docenber 42
16 December 142
29 Jangary '4%
27 March '4%

11 Apeil 342;
27 August !

5 November ‘44
To Date

3 April '42-

26 September 43

27 Avgust 44
20 Juns '45
18 July '45
To Date

Z April W2

5 July '42

7 October 142
19 August ‘43

1 Octobor ‘43
16 February ‘44
27 Avgust 44
25 October '44
To Date

18 Avgust 142
31 January ‘43
16 February '44
31 May '44

16 June '44

16 July 44

27 August 44
10 November '44
To Date

ASSISTANT CHIEF OF STAFF, Go5 (8Sec also Military Goverment Officer)

Me.jor Arthur Y. Scward, Jr.

ADJUTANT GENERAL

Lts Cols Ralph P. Eaton
Captain Raymond M. Britton
Ma jor Raymond M. Britton

- Major John Pools
Ma jor Raymond M. Britton
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13 Avgust '45

25 Farch '42

12 Docembor 42
30 Januvary '43
17 February '43
13 March '43

17 Octobor '45

11 Decombor '42
29 January '43
16 Fobruary '43
12 March '4%

31 January ‘44



ADJUTANT GENERAL

Lt, Col. Raymond M. Britton

Major Maurice E« Stuart (Acting)

¥a jor Havrice E. Stuart
Lt. Col. taurice E. Stuart
Ma jor John D. Gray

CHAPLAIN

1st Lt« Garnor D. Noland
Major Charles W« Lovin
Capts George L, Riddlo

Ma jor George. L. Riddle
Lt. Col. George L. Riddle
Captain Gecrge Ba "ood
Major George B. Wood

CHEMICAL OFFICER

Major John P. Geiger
-Lte Col. John P. Goiger

 FINANGE

OFFICER

ajor Tilliam E. Johnson
‘Lte Col. Willinn E. Johnson

HEADQUARTERS COLMANDANT

Capte

Mn jor
C&P‘t &
Mxjor

‘Gaptﬂ ;

" Capt.
Ofl.pto
Ma jor
Capt.
Ma jor
Capt.
Ma jor

Jean G.
Jean Ge
:Jéhn Ho
John H.
Filldiam

Callahan
Callahan
Swenson
Swenson
C. Shreve

"alter H. Chandler, Jr.
Don C. Faith, Jr.
Don Cu Faith Jr.

11liam
illiam

H. Jchnson
H. Jchnson

George J. Claussen
Lawrence L. Lynch

INSPECTOR GENERAL

Lt. Col. Yillard S. adclton

Lt..Col. Chardes F. Barrctt, Jr.

Lt.- Col. Frank P. Dunnington
Capt. ¥illiam F. Jones

Ltl ‘Célc EdWﬁlrd S. :NelSOn, Jro

JUDGE %DVOCATE_GEIERAL

Major Eugeno G. Cushing
Lt. Col. Bugone G. Cushing
Capt, Caoimir D. Mosos
Major Casinir D. Moos

Lte Col. Casinir D. Moso
Major Nicholas E. 4llen

{ROM

1 Febrvary '44
2 February '45
2 Feoruary '45
§ May ‘45

- July '45

March T42-
Mareh '42°
February '43
March '43
February 44
November ‘44
Janvary '45

1]

N
AN = N0 Oy

N -

25 kiarch '42
*3 April l42

25 March '42-
3 August ‘42

25 darch 142

*8 April '42
14 August '42
14 Soptember 42
21 February '43
21 Auvgust '43
18 Januvary ‘44
10 May '44
24 August 44

7 October '44

1 Harch '45

1 July 45

25 March '42

9 Soptenber '42°
28 hAugust 44

17 YMarch '45

1 July ‘45

25 harch '42

9 July 42

15 August '42

7 Soptarbor'42
3 April 43
28 August '44
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10
21 February '45
21 Febrwary '45
15 May '45
30 June 45
To Date

29 March '42°

8 Febrvary '43

1 ¥arch 43

3 Janvary '44
12 Novembor ‘A4
21 Janvery '45
To Date

7 April f#a
To Date,

2 Augﬁst Hyor
To Dnte

7 April '42

15 August 42
13 Soptember '42
20 February '43
2 fugust ‘43
17 Janvary '44
9 Vay '44
23 August '44

6 Ccteber '44
28 February '45
20 June 145

To Date

8 Septenmber '42°
27 August 44

16 Mareh '45

30 June ‘45

To Date

8 July '42

14 fugust T42-

6 Bcptenbor "4
2 april '43
27 August 44

6 Decomber ‘44



JUDGE ADVOCATu GENERAL

_aPLi} q;l NlChOl”S e Allen
Major Robort F, H. Pollock

TQRDHLNCm OFFIGMR

'Capt; Joshvﬂ A. Finkol

- Major Jéshua A Pinkel
" Lt. Col. Joshu A Finpkol
NHJor Maye Si Silvey
~Lte Col. ¥nyo 8, Sllvoy
Lt Cel. Rﬂymuhd e Sriith

PROVOST HARSHAL

¥ajor Joan €e Callahan
Capt. John He Swonson

. Major John H. Swenson

. ‘Oapt. Yilliam P, Bowdon
Hajor Wildiao P. Bowdon
Major freoderick G. McCollum
M jore Paul By Vaupel

. Uapt.. Robnrt B. Pqttorson

QLﬂRTZRJHSTTR ’

',Lt. Col» Sarmucl H. Bakor

Ma jor Frlc H. Landors

Lt. Cols Erle H. DLanders
lst Lt. Harvey Y. Lifsot
Yajor John . Mchrman

Lte Cole Jchu e Mohrrmn
Lt. Col. Rayncind He Tiffany
Major Sarucl M. Mays

SIGNAL OFFICER

, Capt, Frank e Hecerman

Ma jor Framk Y. Meorrmn
Lt. Col. annk Ao Moorman
- Capt. Rebert T, Furman
Major” Robort, E. Furman
V~Lt.-001 Robort Z. Furran
Lt. Cola: JOprh P. Ahern

SPEuIKL 37 RVICM OFFIGER

1st Lt Harold A Shubook
OQ t. ercld As Shéback
1st Lt Shirley H. Dix

~rfapte Frodorick Ge MeCollum

¥a jor Fredorick . McCollum
L Oapte Rudrick:R. Otto
, Mejor Rudrick H. Otto
- M2 jor. Sazusl Hy Mays
lgip§.}John T Llllott.

FROM

. 7 Decoribar 44t
17 Cctober ‘451'

25 Yareh '42

4 dpril 'he

30 Hevorbor 142
13 Decorbor 44
20 March '45

1 July 145

25 ¥arch '42
14 Avgust '42

14 Beptomber '42

20 Oeotober 42

30 January 143

7 January 44

23 Vay 145
19 July '45

.25 larch '42
15 August T4

30 November ‘42

19 March '43

24 ¥arch '43

19 Noverber '43
1 July '45

21 Soptanber '45

March '42
April 42
Cetober '42
July '44
Soptomber 44
Inreh 145
July 45

* N0

i
o O0—y 0o B

25 ¥nrch '42
Li- A "JFU.».J ! 42
1 Duceuber it
3 Varech '43

19 Sopt. 147

- 7 Janunry ‘44
1 Soptombor,’44
1 July '45:
1 Scptarber 45
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10

16 Octobar. '45

To Date

5 April t4e

29 Novarhor '42
12 Doconbor '44
19 ¥arch '45
30 Junc '45

To Date

13 August 42

1% Soptonbor '42
19 Octobor '42

29 Jagunry '43
6 Junuary 44

22 May ‘45

18 July.'4s

Toe nte

1k August 42

29 Wovember '42
16 M¥oreh 43
2% Morch '43
18 Wovanber '43

30 Juns '45

20 Septenber '45
Te Dato

3 april '42

7 October 42
6 July '44

7 Scptember 44
28 Fobruary '45
30 Juno '45
To Date

3 August '42.
20 Docorber 'h4Z
2 March '43

8 Soptonbor '43
6 Jamnry 44
51 August 44

© 30 June '45

20 Septoenber 45
To Date



STRGEON FROM IO

Lts Col. Clifford Best = . 25 Harch '42° 21 January '43
Major Woolcott L. Etienne - 20 Janunry ‘43 2 March 43
Lt. Col. YWoolcott L. Eticunne 3 March ‘43 27 August 44
Major "Williar €. Lindstrom : 28 August 44 7 Soptomber 44

Lt. Cols Willian O, Lindstrom | 8 Soptonmber 44 To Dato -

MILITARY GOVERNI‘&EI?T OFFICIR (Sce also G-5)

Oapts Poter Shouvaloff - _ 22 iy 44 26 Docenbor ‘44
Capts Arthur Soward, Jr. (Acting). 16 Deconbor ‘44 25 Docerber '44
Capt. Arthur Scwsrd, Jr. _ , 26 Doconbor '44 11 Fobruary '45
fajor Arthur Soward, Jr. 11 February t45 12 August 45

PARACHUTE MAZHTAIANCE OFFICIR (Authorizod 1 March '45)

. . L | '
Capte Junés B, Griffin 1 ¥arch "5, - 30 April '45
Major. Janes K, Griffin 1 My 45 To Date

COMMANDING OrPIOuR 325TH INFANTRY (Rod081pnatﬁd 225th Glider Infantry on I5

Avglist 1942,

Col. Glaudiue M. noloy 25 Farch 42 27 July Taz
Lt Cols Joan Ds Scott 28 July 42 13 August ‘42
Lt. Col. Harry L. Lewis 14 August T42 21 August '44
Lt. Col. Charles BEe Billingslon. | | 22 August '44 28 Octobor ’44
Cola. Charlos E,. Bllllnas]cg - 29 Octebor '44 0 To Date

GOI\’]E—-EANDING OFFI_CER;, 5'26TH INFANTRY (REDESIGNATED %26 TH ‘GLIDER TNFANTRY ON

15 AUGUST,” 19427, TRANSFERRED FROM DIVISION ON 10- FEBRUIRY 1045

Cols Stuart Cutlor E 25 March '42 10 Fobruory "45

COMYANDING OFFICER, 327TH THPANTRY (TRANSFERRED FROM DIVISION ON 15 AUGUST, 1942,

Cola Goorga S. ch} ) 25 ﬁ&rch [42 15 August Py

CO;‘L’lAJ.‘TDIJ.\TC Oﬁ‘FICJLR 504T‘1 PARACHUTE THFAWTRY (ASSICNED TO DIVIQIOI oN 15

AUGUST, 1942},

Cols Theodorg L. Dunn S - 15 August tip 16 December ’42
{Date Rogt asgd to Div)
; LtCol Reuban. H. Tuckor (Actlng) ‘ 1 Docenber '42° 15 Docembor '42
It. Cols Reubon Ho Tucker 16 Deconber 42 28 May T43
Col. Rouben H. Tucker X 29 lﬂy 14z To Date

CO“&IvuX\DIfTG OFFICER 505TH PARAGHU]?E INFANTRY (ASST GNED TC DIVISTON ON 10

FEBRUARY '45 .

»

Col. JaLOS Mo Gavin o 6 July 'he i 4 Octobor 43

Lt., Col. Herbert F Bﬂucholor 3 Qctober Y43 . 21 March 44
L. Col, Willian' B+ Akman . 22 Hareh Y44 21 July 44
Col. . William E. Bkomn 22 July '44 . To Date
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EXECUTIVE OFFICER, DIVISIOB uRTTLLFRY

Col. Sidney- F Dunn _
Lt. Cola FT"nClB”A. My oh
“Qol. Francic A. March L
+ Lt. Ccly Willian H. Bortselir -
Cols Prancis A. March
Ly, Col. Milliar He Beortoch
Cole Tillian He Bortash . . -
Lts Cols Yilbur M. Griffith
Ool.‘”ilbur Ms Griffith

—

FROM . . IO

25 Morch 142
6 January '43

5 January ‘43
15 Janwnry '43
16 January 43 5 QOctobor 43
6 October '43 . 6 Fobruary 'hi
7 Fobruary ‘43 21 February '44 .
21 Fobrunry '44 9 Juno 44 -
10 June '44 24 Soptorbor. Ya4-
25 Boptonbor ‘44 15 Fobruary '45

16 Fobrunry '45 To Dato

FONMAPD;NG'OWﬁICER, 519TH FISID ARTTLLERY BATTALION (REDESIGﬂATED 3197H GLIDER

IELD ARTILLuRY BATTALION ON 15 AUGUST, 1042)

Lt. Col. illian H. Bortsch
Major Jimes Ce Todd
Fajor James G Todd
"L4e Col. Janes C. Todd
Lte Col. Jomoph s Keating
Mo jor Dantes-As. York

5 Octobor '43

25 Vorch e
€ Fobruary. '44

6 Octobor 143

o1 Fobfunry U4 29 June '44

30 Juno ‘44 30 June ‘45
© 1 July '45 16 ‘Cetobor '45
17 Octebor 45  To Data

COMMANDING OFFICER, 3%20TH FIELD ARTILLERY BATT.LION (REDESIGHATED 320TH GLIDER

FIELD ARTILLERY BATTALIOE o 15 AUGUST 1942, )

L%, Gole Froneis A Ndrch B
Ma jor Paul E. Yright A
Lt. Col, Pﬂul Be Yright

25 Warch 'h2 ‘
6 Jammry '43
10 April '43

5 January '43
9 April '43
To Dato

,//GOMMANDING OFFICER, 321ST FIELD ARTITLLIRY BATTALION (TBENSFERRED FROM DIVISION

ON 15 AUGUST, 19453,

Lt. Cols John 'j,I. Torka

25 March 42

.15 August ‘42

COMIANDING OFFICER, 9O7TH FIRLD ARTILLERY BATTALION (TRAKSFERBED FROM DIVISION

O 15 AUGUST, 1942)

Lt.'Col, Johi E. Ray
Ma}or Ephraing He Mclomore
~Lt. Cols Ephrain He McLemor@

25 March"QQ 19 June "4
- 20 June '42 14 July '42
15 July M2 15 August iz

GOMIiNBING OWFICuR, 576TH PARﬂCHUTE FIELD nRTILLARY BATTALION (ACTIVATFD AFD

ASSICHED: TO DIVISION, 1” AUGUST ’42),

Capt. Paul E. Wright

¥a jor Paul E. Wright. '
Capts Robnrt H. Naptvno (Actlna)
Major Milbur Mo Griffith ' <
Lt Cols Yilbur K, Grlfflth

Ya jor Robert ' Noptunﬁ'

Lt. Col. Robort 7. Neptuné

Ma jor Horbort He Champlin

.16 August 42
18 Auguot 42

17 hugust '42
20 Octobor '42
3 Janwary '43
& March 43
24 Soptember '44

21 Oetchar 42
L Jamary V43
9 March ‘Qﬁ

T 25 80ptonbcr V44 10 November '44

11 Woverbar-'44 30 June '45
1 July '45 To Date




COMUANDING CFFICER, 456TH PARACHUTE FIELD ARTILLERY BATTALION (ASSTGNED TO

DIVISTON O 10- FEBRUARY .'43).

Lt. Ccls Harrison B. Harden, dJr.
Ma jor Hugh A. Neal

Mo jor Yagnor Je D'Allessio

Lt, Coi. agnor J. Dililessio .
Ma jor Frodorick Je Silvey

CCMMAINIDIRG

ﬂrFICuR 80TH AZRDORVE ANTTATR

FROL

10 Fabruary '43
% Avguot 43
2% Fobruary 44
20 Junc ‘44
1 July 45

CRATT

Z0_

2 August 43
Z7 Februvary '&4
29 June 44
30 Juﬂh"45
To Date

3ATTALION (ACTIVATED AND

ASSTGNED, TO DIVISION 3 SEPTENZTR _142),

Va jor Whitficld Jack
Lte Cola Whitfiold Jack
Fa jor Raymond B
Ma jor Raymend Be Singloton
Lt. Cole.Raymend 5. Siggloton
Ltw Cole Jepn 1. Paddock
Fajer Choice Ra Rucker

COLMANDING CﬂFIQER, BO7TH AMGTID

Singloton (Acting

5 Sophorber 42
30 Wovenbor 142
Yoo o1 July Y43
20 sugunt 143
1 Fobrvary '44
1 Juy 45
16 Octohor the

29 Novombor 42
19 August 43

- 19 August 430

31 January '44

20 June 45

15 Cetober '45

i'n Date:

IRAR BATTALIOK (R”DPSTquTED %07TH A IRBORHE

'

RNGIUEER BATTALION ON lﬁﬂkUr”Sm 1942,

Lt. Col. Poter B. Bormol
¥ajor Robort S Palmor
Lt. Col, Robort.-S¢ Palmor.
Hajor Bdwin AL Bedell

Lt. Cela Bdwin A, Bedell

COFEALIDING CRUVICAR, 2Q7TH 10

TDICAL BilL%L 0%

25 ¥arch 142

14 July 142

50 Hovorbor 42
7 Junc 44

27 ¥evorbor ‘44

1% July ‘42

29 Noverber 42
6 Juno '44

28 Foverhor Y44
Te Date

O7TH ATRBOANE

LADICAL COMPANY ON 15 AUGUST, 1942Y

Major Clifford Bost

Lt. Ccl. Clifford Bos

Mo jor William K. !1111ams
Lte Cols ”1111a1'E} 1117 dany
V3 deleett L. Etisnns

Capts Willinn He Housteon

Ma jor Milliar Ha Houston
Capt. Jerry Je. Belden

Major Jerry J. Belden

Capt. Hubert C. Stewart

COMMANDING OFFICERJ

25 iareh 42
I April 42
21 liay 42
7 July 2
15 August B4
30 Janary 43

5 kmrch 143
7 June '!;l{,
1 July 44
1 July '45

3 April T4
20 ¥ay 'h2

6 July 42
14 August t42

20 January 14z

2 March '43
5 June ' (KTA)
30 June Y44

30 June 45

. To Date

JO7IH CUARTEREASTER BaTTALION (REDESICNATED 407TH ATRBORNE

QUARTERMASTER COMPANY ON 1.5 sUGUST,

19420 .

Capt. Harold E. Rose

lst Lt. Samuel H. Mayss
Capt Samuel He. lisyes
Capt. Edgar F, Brooks
Capt. Harold C. Karberly

15 uucust 'h2
26 November 142
25 harch 143

L March ‘Y45
24 June '4b

- 122 -

25 November '42
24 March 43

28 February 145
23 Jurie 45

To Date



COMMANDING OFFICER,

762D AIRBORNZ ORINANCE MATHTEN/NCE COMPANY (ACTIVATED 6N

6 OCTOBZR '4R),

1st Lt. Lee B, Gatlin
1st Lt Howard W. Crusey
1st Lt William B, MoGuire
Capt. “illiam B. MecGuire

1st Lt. Jefl Davis, dJr,
Capt, Jeff Davis, dr.
lst Lt. John D, Lecnard

1st Lt. ﬁobert L, Feinsod

FROM

6 October 142
1 Wovember 42
22 November 142
2L Januvary '43°

9 May '43 .

22 June 43

A7 hpril 145

1 July 145

TO
31 October 42
22 November '42
20 January 143
8 May 143,
21 June '43
1A april '45
30 June '45
To Date

COMml\!DmG OFI‘ICLR £62D IECONNJ.IQS O TROOP (IMHCTIVnTED GN 15 nUGUST 19142)

Capt. John H, bxonaon 25 Larch 142 14 bugust 142

COMNMLDING OFFICEQ P2D ATRBORNE DIVISION Rb“ON“ LS8LNCE PLnTOON (PROVISIONAL)

lst Lt. William C, Sareve
Capte William C, .Shreve
1st Lt Reland ¥, Hudson
20 It, Joseph V, Deliasi
lst Lt. Joseph V, Ueifasi

15 Augtst 5&2
22 Lecember 142
21 February '42
25 Lugust '43
22 Movember 143

21 December L2
20 Februury 42
8 august 43
21 Nevember '43
28 February '45

COMMLNDING OFFICER,E2D AIRBORNE RECOINAISIAICE PLATOON (LCTIVATED ON 1 MERCH 1945

1 ¥arch 145
1 July '45

30 dune 45
Te Date

ist Lt. Joseph V"Deﬁasi
lst Lt, ﬁenneth 1. Palmer

SIGNAL, COM--

¢

ccmrhNDItG OFFICuR, 82D SIGNLL COIPANY (LQDESIGJ*iED 62D LIRBORNE

PnﬂY CH 13 AUGUSE l9h2)

55 trch 142

1st Lt. Lester Hs Clirk G hpril '42
Capt. Lester He Clark 10 April ‘42 5 Lugust 42
1st Li. Robert &, Furmen 6 Lugust '42 12 Lpril 143
Capt. Robert E. Furman 13 april '43 16 July 44
~ let Lt, Hichard BE. Nerf 17 July '4de 16 Ceicober 'Li
Capt. Richard B. Nerf 17 October 44 30 June '45
‘1st Lt, Theodore i, Shemz 1 July ‘45 To Date

C ‘T'NDI”G CwFICER, HEADQUARTERS COIPANY 8?D DIVISION (REDESIGNATED HEAD“U“RTERC

COVPANY, 82D /. JRBORNE DIVISION, ON 15 “UGUST 19h¢)

 Capt. Jean G, Cullehan
Major Jean G, Callahan
Cuple Jobn H, Swenson
M Jor John H. Swanscn
Capt, ¥William C, Shreve
Capt, Walter H. Chandler, Jr.

25 Lurch L2

& spril 142
Li sugust 42
1 Sepbesber '4:
21 February ‘43
21 -iugust 143

7 hpril 4

13 hugust ‘k2

13 Segptember 'L2
20 February '43
2 august '43

17 January 'L

1lst Lt, Gevrge J,. Claussen 18 January T4k 31 May 44
Capt. George J. Claussen 1 Jupe kL ¢ 28 February '45
Capts Rebert B, Patterson 1 ¥arch 45 18 July 'h5
1st Lt, William L. Stenley 19 July '45 20 nugust '45
lst Li,. Geerge O, Hoberts . 21 sugust 45 To Date
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COMILNDING OFFICIR, HEDOUARTERS aND HEWD(ULRTIRG BLITERY, 82D DIVISION ARTILLERY

(REDESIGH.TED HE.DNUARTERS AND HEaDOUGRTERS BATUTERY, 82D LIRBCRNS DIVISION

~RTILLERY ON 15 &UGUST, 1942 Eiom o
Capt. dJohn i, Smiley 25 March 42 6 June '42
lst Lt. Tony J. Aaibl : 7 June t42 & July '42
Capt. Tony J. Haibl 7. July 42 30 June 45
Capt. James L., Lovis 1 July 45 To Date

COMENDING OFFICHR, 2D MILTTARY POLICE PletvON (Pl OF DIVISION HinDUATIAS

COMPANY UNTIL aCiIValul sb wiulieny #UclGe roefUUN, goD TNFANTRY DIVISION ON

24 MaY th2, DISBLNDE L5 LUGIST 42, ACTIVLTED 48 MILITARY PCLICE PLATOCN,

82D ~IRBORNE DIVISICN ON g suPTEMEER 4i0).

Capt. Wiliiam P. Bowden 25 March '42. 20 Qctober '42

1lst Lb. Harold ¥, Meleod (Acting) 16 September '42 10 December '42
ist Lte Oeorge E. Bankston 21 October '4L2 20 May '43

2d Lt,., Jacob H. Sneiderman 21 May 143 16 November 43
1st Ite Jacob H, Sneiderman 17 Novenber '43 20 July L4

2d Lt, Johm J. McGillivary 21 July ‘44 10 November '44
1st Lt, John Je ¥cGillivary 11 November 44 30 Juns 45

lst It, James P. Logan 1 July 45 To Date

COMMLNDTNG OFFICHR, PARACHUTE ML INTENLCE COMPANY (PROVISTONAL)

Capt. wlbert G, Marin : -1 November '43 1 June 44
Capt. James B, Griffin 2 Junc 4k 28 February '45

a

C@KMANDING~OFFIC£R3 22D PallhCHUTLE MAINTENANCIH COMPANT (ACTIVnTED 1 MLRCH '45).
Capt. Wylie Cooper 1 March ‘145 To Date

COMMANDING OFFICER, SPECI.L TROOFS, §2D «IRBORNE DIVISION (aCTIVATED 1 MGRCH '45)

Ma jor William H, Johnson : 1 March 45 | -30 June 45
Lt. Col. Robort u, Johnson 1 July 'A5 - 1Yo Date

COmJnNDING-O?EIChR, 8?D INFuNTRY DIVISION. I&Fu RY BnND (ACTIVATED 27 LPRIL 'h2,

REDESIGNATED 82D ~IRBCORA S DIVIGION INFLNTRY BulND 15 hUGUuT ‘L2, RLDESIGNuTmD DOATH

PoRaCHITE INr“minY EEGLamT Banb 6 JulULRY 4&35 IHLCTIVATED 1 MaRCH YA45).

Wo (JG) Cerl 4, loldenhauer 26 nugust 142 25 February 43
CWO Carl &, Mcoldenhauer 26 February '43 28 February 145

OOl s NDING OFFICER, gpD INFLNTRY DIVISTON «RTILLERY BolD (\CTIVATD 27 ~PRIL '42,

RADESIWHaTED gopn ATHBCHNE LDIVISION LRTILLERY BalD 16 LUGUST ‘42, INACTIVATED 1

VARCH '45)

S/ng Ricardo Sodero o 27 4prdl '42 < 20 October '42
- WO (JG) Wilbur He Hall : 21 October '42 19 March '44
CWio Wiilbur H, Hall 20 March 44 28 February '45
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COMMANDING QFFICER, 82D 4#IRBORNE DIVISICN BalD (LCTIVATED I MARCH '45)‘

CWO Carl &, Moldenhauer 1 Iifarch '45 30 June '45
+ CWQO -John T, Venettozzi - : 1 July '45 - To Date

The Division Medical Supply Officer, let Lt. srthur R, Menlpine, was
supervising the storage of medical supplics at OUDJA, FUENCH MORROCCO, when
he noticed a box that did not seem to belong with his supplies. Prying off
the top, Licutenant Mcalpine discovered $],000,000 werth of 1,000-franc notes
issued by a French bank in JaKalt, Several months latcr another box contain-
ing ¥1,000,000 in francs was found among reserve Division supplies in BIZERTE,
TUNISIA, - : _ :

. The two boxes were part of a huge shipment of new banknotes that were be—
‘ing shipped by an émerican banknote company to the French bank. Scmchow a
total of 19 of the boxes became mixed with smerican military supplies being
shipped to CaSaBLaNCi. &ll were ultimately rccovered.

e
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8ECTION 6

ABSTCNENTS, 4 TTOHMENTS AND DETACHMENTS

A. ASSIGFMINTS AND ATTACHMDN

T8 OF DIVIsioW

CR UNITS TC HIGHER HisA

DOUARTHRA

THZATERS CF OPERATIONS

North African Thoator of Operations (NATOUSA )

European Theater of Operations (ETOUSA)

ARKY GROUP
12th Army Group (U.5.)

15th Army Group (UsS. & Br.)

2let Arnmy Group

First (U.8.)

Pirst Allicd Airborne
First(Oanadian)
Sceond {U.5%)

Sceond (Br.)“

Third (U.8.)

Fifth (U.8.)

Seventh (U.S.)

Ninth (U.8.)

Fifteenth (U.8.)

Ardennes and Central Burope

Sicily, Italy (Naples—Foggia
~and Rome-Arno)

ﬁormandy, Holland, Ardennes
Central Europe

GAMPATGN OR_LCCATION
Normagdy, hArdennes
England, PFrance

Hollaﬁd

UeS4A

Holland, Central Europe
UsB.hs

Nort@iﬂfrica, Italy
Sicil&

England, Central Burepe (For
Administration)

Rhinecland



CORPY .

I Armored Gorgg_(U;S.)
lst Airbofno‘QSQés (Bre)
II Corps (U,Saj'i
PFrovisioml Co:p%

2d Corps (G&nédian)

III Cerops

v Corps

V¥ Corps

VI Corps

. VII Corps

VIII Corps

10th Corps (Br.)

12¢h Corps (Br.)

XV Corps (U.S.)

XVI Corps (U.8.)

XVIII Corps (Airborne) (U.S.)
XIX Corps {U.S.)

XLIT Corpas {U.8.)

30th Corpe (Br.)

CAMPATGN OR LOCATION

North Africa-

Holland

Sicily

Bicily

Helland

Ehinseland

UeB4ho

Ardennes and Rhineland
Italy

Normandy

Nermandy, Ardonnes
Italy

Central Europe .

Jorth Ireland

France

ArdennéS, Central Europe
Horth Ireland
Rhineland

Holland

B, UNITS OF DIVISION ATTACHED TO OTHER HEADQUARTERS

SICILY 505tk Farachute ROT to lst Infantry Division (U.S.)

ITALY 325th Giider RCT, 504th and 505th Parachuts RCTs

to 35th Infantry

hoad s

Division KU.S.) on Szlorno Beache

Z25th Glider RCT, 504th Parachuts RGT, 319th Glider
Ficld Artillery Battalion, and Batteries D, E, and
Fy, 80th Airborne Antisircraft Battalion, to Rangor
Task Foree in Chiunzi Pass Sectors




505th Parachute RCT to 23d Armored Brigade (Br.)
South of Naples.

505th Parachute ROT to 23d Armorod Brigade (Brs)
in Volturnoe River Ssctor.

504th Parachute RCT to 34th Infantry Division
(U.8.) and II Corps (U.8.)"in Isernia and Vemafro
Sectora.

504th Parachube ROT to 3d Infantry Division (U.S.)
on Anzio Beoachhoad.

HOLLAND 508+h Parachuts ROT to 30th Corps {Br.) north of
“aal River.

BELG IUM 505th Parachute RCT to V Corps in Hurtgen aroas

. UNITS ATTACHED TO THE 82D AInBORNb DIVISION

NORTH AFRICA
(Complete rocords of attachmonts in North Africa
are not currontly available)

2d Battalion, 50%9th Parachuto Infantry

e Eﬂ?lmmm CU (Gam)

334+th Quartermaster’ﬁoﬁpany (Depot)

(Complete records of attachments in Sicily
are not currently availablo)

39th Regimental Combat Toam

26th Field Artillory Battalion

3hth Ficld Artillory Battalion

624 Ficld Artillcry Battalion

77?h”Field Artillory Battalion

20th Engincer Battalion {C))

83d Chomical Battalion {(4.2" Mortar)

ITALY

- ,(Gomplete rocords of attachments in. Italy
) " aro not currcntly aveilable)

ii 5d Rangor Battallon (to 504tn par chute ROT)f

- Ghurka Battalion, British (to 504th Parachute ROT)
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ENGIAND

Quartermaster Truck Company

Headquarters aﬁd'Headqﬁarters Compe iy, 2d Airborne Brigade
(From 20 Janvary 1944 to 27:August;1944)7
507th Parschute Infantry (from 20 Janury 1944 to 27 August 1944)

c08th Para chute Infantry {From 20 January 1944 to 30 March 1945)

HOIBADY

UNIT - FROY s 10
Troop B, 4th Cov Ren 8gdn 1 Juno 1944 2% June 1944
87th Armd FA Bn T T e g & June 1944
| % Jupe 1984 8 July 1944
Qo ¢, 746th Tk Ba 7 w1 June 1944 . 11 Junc 1944
Qo &, 746th Tk Bn , 13 Juno 1944 21 June 1944
Co A, 712th Tk Bn . 21 July 1944 8 July 1944
188th FA Bn 12 June 1944 . 8 July 1944
1724 FA Bn ; ' 16 June 1944 19 June 1944
Co C, 89%th TD Bn . 1 Jung 1944 19 June 1944
Co A, 60Tth TD Bn 19 June 1944 4 July 1944
801 TD Bn | 30 Juns 1944 .Y July 1944
803 TD Bn ( 1 July 1944 . 8 July 1944
o B, 87th Chen Vortar ﬁn - 157Jﬁné l944 1 21 Juné 1944
Co D, 86th Chem Mortan Bn coiL -1 July 1944 .o b guly 1944

2809 QM Trk Co

3810 QM Trk Co

lst Plat 6033 QM GR Co

1 Plat, 464tk Anb Co, 3lst Med Gp.
493d Collocting Co, 179th Med Bn.
374th Colloceting Co, 50th HMod Bn.
429th Litter Bearing Platoon

Blst Collecting Co




HOLLAND

Unit A, 50th Field Hosp 17 September 1944
666th QM Trk od 19 Soptomber 1944
1st Coldstream Gds Armd Bn (Br.) 19 Soptember 1944
5th Coldstroam Gds Ianf Bn (Bre) 19 Scptember 1944
2d Irish Gds Ban (Br.) 19 Septomber 1944
Sherwood Rangers Yoomanry (Br.) 19 Soptombor 1944
Royals Rocco Bn (Bre) 19 Septombor 1944
Polish Prcht Brigade 25 Septomber 1944
231st Brigade (Br.) 20 Soptombor 1944
5d Gds Brigade (Br.)" 30 Scptombor 1944
Sth Coldstroam Gds Inf Bn (Bre) - %0 Soptombor 1944
%9th FA Rogt (Br.) | 30 Soptembor 1944
304th AT Biry (Br,) 30 Septombor 1944
506+h Prcht Inf 1 Cctobor 1944
5024 Preoht Inf 3 October 1944
130th Inf Brigade (Br.) 5 Ostobor 1944
24 Gren Gds Bn (Br.)" & Octobor 1944
13/18 Hussars 10 Cctober 1944
Unit A, 50th Field Hosp.

666th QM Trk Co

Co C, 565d AAA AW Bn 18 December 1944
cc "B", 9th Armd Div - 2% December 1944
Co B, 86th Cuml Bn 25 Decombor 1944
254th FA Bn , 20 Decomber 1944
55lat Preht Inf Bn 25 Docembor 1944
7033 TD Bn ’ _ 20 Docombor 1944
501st FA Bn 20 December 1944

740th Tk Bn _ 29 Docombor 1944
_ 27 January 1945

- 130 =
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22 Scptembor 1944
22 Soptombor i944
22 Scptember i944
10 October 1944

9 October 1944
30 Scptember 1944
1 October 1944

1 October 1944
10 Octobor 1944

2 Octobor 1944
October 1944
October 194k

Octoher 1944

N = W AN

October 1944

Octobor 1944

-

10 Novomber 1944

25 Docombor 1944
24 December 1944
11 January 1945
18 February 1945
12 January 1945
1 January 1945

1T January 1945

11 January 1945
5 Fobruary 1945



UNIT
628th TD Bn

517th Prcht Inf

8%4th AAL Ba

" 887th Abn Engr Co
Co &, 87th Cml Bn
6434 TD Bn

400th Armd FA 3Bn
32d Cav Ren Sqdn

629th TD" Bn

3418t Inf
417th FA Gp
Th6th FA Bn
6724 FA Bn
541st FA Bn
. 805th FA Bn

- 546th FA Bn

© --790th FA Bn

277%@h»0m1‘G®n Co

- Thth FA-Bn |

., 12th. TD Gp (Hq only)
;»6613t\EA Bn

9424 FA Bn

3d Co, 224 Bolgian Fus Bn
2944h FA Obs Bn

11504h Engr C Bn

280th FA Bn

580th AAA AW 'Bn

13th Infantry

. FRGH
1 Jantery 1945

1 January 1945
1 February 1945

5 Fobruary 1945.
25 Decomber 1944
25 Jamvary 1945
25 Jetvary 1945
25 January 1945
28 January 1945
31 January 1945

CENTRAL EUROPE

b April 1945
L April 1945
L April 1945
4 April 1945
4 April 1945
4 April 1945
11 April 1945
10 April 1945
b pvril 1945
18 April 1945 .
18 April 1945
18 April 1945
18 Apri1_1945
21 April 1945
25 April 1945 .
25 April 1945
27 April 1945

26 hpril 194%
23 May 1945

28 April 1945

&
i

0

11 Janvary 1945

11 Jamery 1945
4 Fobruary 1945

18 Tebruary 1945
12 Jamary 1945
5 February 1945
31 Janunry 1945
18 Fobruary 1945
5 Tebruary 1945

18 Febhruary 1945

A-Apéil 1945
25 April 1945
25 April 1945
14 April 1945
25 April 1945
16 April 1945
16 April 1945

1 April 1945

21 April 1945

25 April 1945
25 April 1945
2% fpril 1945
25 April 1945
25 April 1945
25 April 1945
26 April 1945
17 iay 1945

2 May 1945
5 June 1945

1 May 1945



v

4§d FA Bn. ., , 28 April 1945 1 May 1945
604th TD Ba 28 April 1945 15 May 1945
sé;dn 4, l}lt‘n Royals (Br.) 29 April 1945 2 May 1945
750th Tk Bn 29hpril 1945 1 ¥y 1945
6§4th D Bn , : 29 April 1945 1 May 1945
Co A, 89th Oml Bn 29 April 1945 9 May 1945
1glst, Inf 50 April 1945 1 Vay 1945
56j:th FA Bn 50 April 1945 1 May 1945
Ca O, 89th Cml Bn 30 April 1945 1 My 1945
cc "B, 7th Armd Div . 1 May 1945 4 Maj 1945
2§5th FA Gp- 3 May 1945 17 May 194%
20.7th FA Bn 5 May 1945 17 ¥ey 1945
768th FA Bn - 5 ey 1945 17 tay 1945

MILITARY INTELLIGENCE TEAMS ATTACHED
IN_ETOUSA

82D Counter Intelligence Corps Detachment
Intorrogator Priscnor of War Team Noe 40
Interrogator Prisoncr of War Team No. 43
Intorrogator Prisoncr of War Toam No. 45
Interrogator Prisoncr of War Toam No. 47
Military Intelligonce Interprotcr Toam Noe 412
Order of Battle Toam No,. 16

Photo Intorprotation Team No. 3

Photo Intefpretation Toam No. 11




Date CP
Opened

25 March t42

02 Octcher 42
20 &pril 43

28 aprilti3

29 april '43

10 May 143

12 May'4h3
25 June 143

6 July 43

10 July. 143
17 July '43
18 July '43
19 July *43
19 July 143
20 July '43

21 July 143

23 July '43

19 August 43

(Fwd) Gela

SECTION 7

COMLND POST TOGLTIONS

OF THS

82D LIRBORNE DIVISION

Place

Camp Claiborne,
Loulisiana

Fert Bragg, North Carolina

Cemp Edrards, Massachusetts

U.S. Transport George
Washington, Staten Island,
New York

U. 5. Transport George
Washington

NORTH AFRICA

Camp Don B, Passage,
Casablanca

Oudja

Kairouan
SICILY

(FWd) Aboard S.oS'
Monrovia

(Fwd) East of ugrigeﬁto'
(fwdj Near Por£ Empodocle'
(Fwd) liegt bf,Montellegro
(?wd) Wost of Ribera

(Fwd) Noftheést of Sciacca
(Ewd)'S. Hargherita

(%wd) Trapani

Kairouan

Country

United States

United States

Unitsd States

United States

At Sea

French_MorroccQ
Froneh Morrocco
(Part of Division
camped in slgeria)

Tunisia

Sicily
Sicily
Sicily
Sicily .
Sicily
Sicily -
Sicily
8icily

Tunisia

(During period Forward CP was in Sicily the rear CP remained at Kairouan)



Date CP
Opened

02
05

18

22
26
27
29

1

19

14

14

15

17

20

12

i3

September
September

September

September

September
September

September

Y43
43
43

143
'3
43
43

Qctober A3

November '43

Deceamber 43

February 44

June ‘4l
Juns 4l
June 'k
June 44
June 44
July ‘44
July 'hh
July 'hi
July 44

ITALY

Place

Bizerte

(Fwd) Licata

(Fwd) Paestum

{(Hear) Termini

(Base) Comisc

{Rear Base No. 1) Bizerte
(Rear Base Wo. 2) Kairouan
(Fwd) VWest of Casteleivita
Amalfi

{(Fwd) Chiunzi Pass
Castellammare
Naples
U.S. Transpert Funston

UNITED KINGDOM

Castie Dawson
Braunstone Park, Leicester

(Fwd) West of Ste. Mere
Hglise
(Base) Leicester

(Fud) MNear Pilcauville

(Fwd) Nerth of Stienville
(Rear) Viest of Htienville

{(Fwd) tast of St. Sauveur
Le Vicombe
(Reor) West of Etienville

(Fwd & Heur) South of
Ltienville

(Fwd) Southwest of Etienville

(Rear) South of BEtienville

(Fwad) huvrairie

Country
Tunisia
Siclly
Ttaly
Sicily
Sicily
Tunisia
Tunisia
Italy
Italy

Ttaly

North Ireliand

fnpgland

France
England

France
France

Fronce

France
France

France

France

Prance

(Fwd & Rear) South of Etienville France

Braunstone Park, Leicester

England



" Date CP. .
Ogened

17 Beptember
2l September 44

14 November ‘44

K Décembéi
19 December

21 December

‘22 December

2k December

27 December

29 December

Lk
'Ll

"4y
"4l
Vil
"4l
L4

3 January 45

S5 January ‘45

10 Jonuary
ll.January

25 danuary

26 danuary
28 January

29 Jdanuary
30 January
5 February
g8 February

10 February.

L5
'L5
45

15
145
5

'4L5
"L5
5

s

YLd

Pluce

(Fud) %est of Groesheek

(Fwd) South of Nijmegen

(Fwd & Base) Camp Sisscnne

' ARDEMNSS

(Fwd)-ﬁerbomont’

(Fwd) Habiemont
(Rear) Worbomont

{Fwd) Lierneux

“(Fwd & Rear) Bra

(Fwd) Habicment
(Reur) Chateau de Ville

(Rear) Chewren

(Fwd‘& Reafl Chevron
H_(EWdD Bussuﬁodeux
”(Fﬁd) Abrefontaine

;‘N(Réar) Noneevoux

" (Fwd & Rear) Nenceveux

(Fwd & Hear) Noncoveux
(llain) Stavelot

(Fwd) Hunnage

(Fwd) Medell

{(Fwd) VWereth
(Henr Fwd) Medell
(Roar & Main) Stavelot

(Fwdy Holzheim

(Fud) Viclsalm
(Rear & lMain) . Stavelot

(Fud & Rear) Rott

* (Main) Stavelot

(Fwd) Hurtgen

.(Rear) Rott-

{Main) Stavelot
(Base) Sissonne

SRt O

—4.135—' ‘

(B G =T o m I=C=T=E=D

Countrz

Netherlands
Netherlands

Frunce

Belgium

Belgium
Belgium

Belgium
Belgium

Bolgium
Belgium

Belgium
Belgium
Belgium

Belgium

'Bclgium

Belzium

Belgium
Belgium

Bolgiﬁm
Belgium

Belgium
Belgium

- Bolgium

Bolgiun

Belgium
Belgium

Germany

Belgiun

Germany

Gerpany
Belgium
france



COMBINED ARMS FIESEARCH LIBRARY i
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Date CP
Opened Place Country
18 February 'i45 - (Fug & Rear) Rott Germany
19 Fébrﬁafy 14,5 (411 CPs) Sissonne France
CENTRAL EURCOPE
2 April '45 ;- (Fwd) Weiden - Germany
27 April 45 {Fwd) Hohenzethen ' Ggrmany
~ ++ (Main) Weiden Germany
29 April 45 - (Fwd) Bleckede - Germany
30 April '45 (agvance) Wendischthun Germany
(Fwd & Roar) Bleckede Germany
1 Mey 45 (Fwd) Neubaus Germany
(Roar) Bleckede Germany
2 May 45 (4dvance).. Ludwigslust Germany
(Fud) Nouhaus Germany
(Rsar) Bleckade Germany
(Muin) Weiden  Germany
(B.sc) Sissonne France
3 Moy 45 (Fwd) Ludwigslust Gormany
: - (Mzin) Viciden Germany
15 May 45 J (Fwd & Main) Ludwigslust Germany
POST —~ HOSTITLITIES
1 June 45 Sissonne ' France
15 June 145 Epinal ‘ France

1 August 45 Berlin Germany

KT PR
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, At one time after the Italian campaign started troops of the 824 sirborne
Division were fighting or camped at 17 different points in Italy, Sicily and
North Africa, 4#s late as 25 September 1943, troops of the Divisicn were fight-
ing or camped in the Calore River Valley and on Sele Beach, Scrrento Peninsula
and the Isle D' Ischia in Italy; Termini and Comiso in Sicily, and Bizerte and
Keivouan in Neorth &ffrica.s’

ERRATA:
On page 108 the Modal of Honor listed for the GERMANY Campaign
should be listed under the EELGIUM campaign.

On page 128 tne SOSth Porachute Infantry should be listed as attached
to the 7th Armorad Division in the St. Vith arca.
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