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PHASE X - THE BATTLE FOR JULICH - 1-30 iovember Ll

As .ovember opened the ¢9th Divislon wus oceupying positiong in the
vicinity of HIGELSHOVEN, HOULLAND (AD250)e This was the general situations
A breakthrough of the SLEGFRIED Line had been schieved by the 30th Diviaion
in the vicindly of AACHENe The city itself Bed been captured and largely
destroyeds The 30th idvision had then gone into defensive positions and
begun traininges The 2nd srmored Uivision, which had opersted on the left
of the 30th iUivision and on the right of the 29th was also engaged in the
defense of its sector. The lst Belgiwm Urigade on the left of the 29th was
also continuing in defensss The 113th Cav & snd the LOTth Infamtry Hegl-
ment of the 102nd Infantry Livision held the line for the 29th [ivision.
The 110th FA Bn waes in support of the LO7th Infantry, the 111th FA Bn sup-
ported the 7u7th Tk Bn and the 113th Cav Sqdne The 22lgh P4 Bn reinforeed
the fires of the 110th rA Bn and the zi3rd Fi Bn wes in direct gupport of
the %25151‘1 avalry oquadrone The 227th FA bIn wus employed in general support
MiLSE1ons,

. The 29th Division was undergoing preparatory training for the attack
that was to ocame on GHluallYe Demonstrations were held by g1l units of the
Divigion with & view to clarifying, reviewing and exhibiting thelr ideas
and methods for the benefit of all other uwnits. In this way grester wder-
standing was promoted and new methods and procedures were explained. An
intensive training program wes also carried on, ‘stressing battle drills
with speciel emphasals bLeing placed on tank~infamry-tank destroyer itraining.
Farther regrouping wes alsc carried one The 2nd ‘srmored moved around to
teke up positions to the left of the 29%th and the 30th moved to take up po-
siticns to the right of the 2%th Division. (The Corps plan called for the
Division to make the masin effort on the right, force a crossing of the ROER
river in the vieinity of JULICH (FO35590) and be prepared to attack to the
N or KE in conjunction with the 2nd Jrmored DLivision, The 30th Division

on the right of the 25%th was to capture the inhabited areas, MARITANDORF
(£9152) and UUMGEN (E$30535) and then be pinched oute The 20d Aymored Divie
gsion on the left wes given the mission of protecting the Corps left flank

as far N as GEREONSWEILi (K93¢5) and be prepared to exploit any weskness
of the enemy in the direction of L.IN3»\&32(.}141.5J

“ On 5 Wovember the Division received a letter of instructions which

-/ ordered the relief of the 2nd jirmored Divislon by the 29%th Divieion, This

| relief took place en & Wovesber by the lst Bns of the 115th end 17%th In- .
fautry degiments. The 115th took over the line from slightly S& of JETTIN- -
LORF (K922553) to the & of hauowRilit (K910580) and them S to & point just -
NE of OLUDndlat (K913563)e Here the 175th Infamtry took over. Their
line rafi & and SW in an arc sround OIDPWRILIR (K913563) and thence to a
point N of SCHAUCBLBERG (K90U560)s The Regiment assumed defensive positions
utildizing the bns that held the line and their other units contimued reha-
bilitation training. ibe 2nd Bn, 1loth Infardry was alerted and prepared
to wove imbo Division ieserve st thres hours notices At the time of this
shift of farces the following units were aebttached to the visicn:

TLTth Tk Bn

82lst 7D Bn T

92nd Cml Bn (less Cos C and D)
28%d F4& Bn

55kth AAA AW Bn

On 8 lNovember at 1200 hrs the 95¢7th FA Bn was attached to the Division
and glven a general swpport rolee

The time for the attack depended entirely on the weather and was left
up to the 8th Alr Force., Targets selected for the medium and heavy bombers
were ALDENHOVAN (K980560) and JULIGH (FO35590). After this paving of lhe
way two more missions were scheduled to interdict the enemy's cammmnicstlion
and supply routes. This was known as Operation *Q*. The XXIX Tactical
4lr Commend was alsc to provide close support by the medium of fighter-
bombers and they were to be on calle The weather was unfavorsble until 16
Novembers Ground haze and rain were sbundant snd grownd operstions as well
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17 November, gt OTOU hrs the lst Bn, 116th lnfantry wes abtached to the
115th infantry and sbbacked with the town of SEITHRICH (K922592) as the ob-
Jeckives Heavy opposition met the Mn m wa wsa;:g, ?‘mﬁ wmly in the morning
of iU iwwvmgbw “&hﬁ% wmﬂ«k&wm wﬁw ‘e Bn then re-
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i‘w Wity ﬁ%:i é’zww 'f?‘;l%} a:‘%:,f 0630 hrs, 19 Hovembers One of the mugin obstacles
ond Bns inthat attack was the AT ditch E of the
x:m ﬁ@%ﬁh was m:zr'm%ly ‘mmm&m anl no mean obstacle in itself, being
, 15 feet deep and 10 feet wides The capbure of this ditch and the
&. self aided the 2nd Armored Iivision on the left to advence ter ard

j OVEN (K950600)s The job wae completely done by 0f 5 hre, 19 Hovember
el noon a boundery change placed 3 LICH (k922592 } in the 2ud Armored
Lon gone and bhe bwe Bne of 1 e :m, th Infantey were relieved by the 119th
sbrys then sttached to the Znd Armored Divislon.
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in the early afternven of 18 November the
close of the day found the Bon 1000 yds N of HUNGR
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The 1st supported the attack from positions in BETTRNDORF (K922553) and the
2nd from SIBIEDURF (K9LDS65)s The enemy offered woderate resist to tl
ats: advance and 4t Al hes SOLEIDEN TKS5BD) was secureas T o
The closs of eperations on 139 November found the Idvision oceoupying
the line DUKBOSLAR (K$60573) -~ SCHLEIDEN (K950550)s The Znd and 3rd Bns,
115th Infentry gccupled DURBOSLAR (E960573), and the 2nd Bny 175th wes
in SIERSDORF 2&9&0 '3, the 1st Bn in BEITENDURF (K922553) and the ird Bn
%ge &Mm zgﬁggﬂaﬂ. yﬁt& 3ra ,s? 116th oceupied W?B@gﬁ) while
) mnal e Re gt was In an sssembly sxe :
BABSWEILER (K9LOS86). o res i

, On 20 November the Jrd Bn, 115th Infambry attacked from DURBUSLAR
(K96D573) in the general direction of ALDENHOVEN (K900560)e This atiack
wap asgisted by the 2nd Pn which, while defending the town of DURBOGLAR
(K960573), assisted the sttadk of the 3rd by fire., This attuck was sup- |
ported by chenicel mortars and tenks and progress wes made to positions
ab K9T4578.  The next day the lst Bn, 175th Inf took the attack while .
the other two Bns supported this sttack by fire. The KE approaches to the
town were seized with meoderste oppesition developing as the atiack went
slonge This opposition was largely light small-arms fire amd the objective
T car s Tiieing S o Hvision Reserve, s poved Lito DURB

nt received 8 P ng I AVigion Heserve ANG mO 0
sLAR (K960573) ...smbgw (X9k0565) aree for rehabilitations '

The 3rd B, 1léth Infaptry stiacking from ROFTGEN (K936505) to the

B captuwred the 1ittle town of UNGU:SHAUSEN (K965565) with ms.) The ®jusp-
off® took %%aen on 20 Hovember at 1330 hrs and 25 g the tomn wes
securads 00 A, 116th Infantry wes abtached to the 175th Infazm'g at 2000

nrey 20 Hovembers The following day the Regiment, with the 3rd Un again .
in the lead, moved out in the direcbion af KCSLAR (F050595)e The move was
almost a walk witil the immediste viednity of the town was yeached, There
heavy small-arms and mortar fire greeted ke Bn and at 1415 hws the 2nd Bn,
with supporting tanke wes comuitied sxrv left with the mission of

capturing the woods just 5 of KGSLAR (X0 . This capture provided a
covered approach to the town itself and the only covered route availables

The enemy f¥om positigns & and SE of the town and particularly fram the FVy
diteh SE of KOSLAR (FO50595) delivered strong fires on the 2nd En. Co A
reverted to Bn control at 000 lrs, 21 November, apd Co By 92nd Cnl Bn was st~
tached to the 175th Inf at 0800 hrs while Co C, 7h7th Tk Bn relieved Co B,
Th7h Tk Bn at 2100 hrs. During the day two prisonars were teken who claimed
they were sixteen years of age. They didn't look thet. The enemy was quite
active to the E of KOSLAR (FOB0595) and owr artillery enjoyed a field dsy .
firing spproximetely 3522 rownds on targets of every description,

. After taking SCHLEIDEN (K950550) in a beautifully coordinated tank -
infantry movement, the 3rd Bn, 175th Infartry moved SE sgoinst NIEDERMERZ .
(K966545) and by 1030 hrs on 20 hovember Lhe town was cccupieds The other
two Hns of the 175th, the lst and 2nd, resumed the attack on ALDENHOVEN
(K980560) . on 20 November. The lst Bn moved out on the right aginst light
resistance ab 1030 hrs. As ALUGIOVEN (K980560) was spproached stiffer
opposition developed, By neon lesding elements of both the lst and 2nd Bns
had entered the town. The night ef 20~21 Novesber was ¢ nt in mopping-
operations in tha town which resulted in ALDENHOVEN 80560) bedng

© etaly sequred by morninge The town, due to the hesvy artillery firs,
aerial bombardment and heevy fighting, was v wrartilated?, d Bn,
175th Infantry, after ss NIKDERMERZ (H96B545) on 21 Hovember, reswsed

the attagk 1o secure the important rosd net SW of ALDEISIOVEN (K980560).

34 T, Sy Sl B et
EugLe This sttack wes mad bout I Company widch moved from
‘ CRocE5is) han

Was
& the main body moved

W@* @?50559}%@ gocure NIEDERMERZ
ont in the atback.

B 4t 1LUS hrs, 21 liovember the 175th Infantry leunched an atbeck ab
: o ware sﬁﬁ:t‘ww resistance wes met, and at 2200 Irs at least
:”*”w he were in the town itself, These men hed evidertly slipped

‘ igh the o

ts defensive set-up, for in the morning opposition be-
came s0 sbiff tiut this force withdrew to ALDENHOVEN (K980560) in the face
of a superior number of enemy.

Ab 2400 hrs, 20 dovember the boundary between the 29th and 30th Divi-
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sions changede Instead of the 30th Division being pinched out as formerly
plamed, their boundary wee changed so as to give them a narrow zone of
agbion parallel to that of the 29th Divisions

The 175th Infantry, after being pushed out of BUURHETH (FULS570), im-
mediately lald plans t0 retake the town the next dey. Captured documents
showed thet the enemy's defense of JULICH (FO35590) wes bused on the peri-
meter defense of the tiree villages, KUSLAR (FOS0595), BOURHEDM (Fm%m)
and KI:CHBERG (X030560) This statement was partially born out by the
strong defense the enemy put up in these places and the repeated attempts
he made later to get them back. The lst Bn, 175th Infamtry, therefore,
attacked at UTOU hrs, 22 November. The attadk which *jumped off* from
positions in the vicinity of ALLENHOVEN (K9U0560) was directed at BUURHEIN
(FO15570) from the ¥ and W, The attack went slowly &1l morming and by
noon it was obvicus that it wes a two battalion jobe The Jrd Bn then, from
positions SW of ALDENHOVEN (K9005C0) wes directed to attack the town from
the S« At about 1800 hre the western perimeter of BOURHEINM (FOL5570) was
secured and the Bns buttoned wp for the night.

The next dey mopping-up operations in the town were resumed with the
two Bns splitting the town into North-South ssctors. The 1st Bn covering
the N segbor received heavy artillery support and advanced with little
trouble until the E side of the town was reacheds. Here the enemy opensed
up with everything he hadg ~arms, tanks, mortars end artillery were
all thrown asgainst owr troops in the HE edge of town. The battalion held
its grounds The 3rd Bn attacking in the Scuthern portion of the city was
opposed determinedly the whole day and was unable to register any sppreci~
#ble gain. At the close of operations for the day the lst Bn wus holding
the Bastern section of town while the 3rd controlled the opposite end of
BOUKHEIM (FO15570) on the night of 22-23 November. OCos A and B, ThTth Tk
Bn were detached and one plstoon of Co Dy ThTth Tk Bn was sttached to
the 175th Infantry at 1700 hrs, 23 lovember.

The 2nd town of so much interest to the enemy, KUSLak (POS0595), was
in the zone of the 114th Infantry. On 21 November the sbttack ovened and ’
a8 has glready been stated the AT ditch E of the town was the chisf obstacle.
Advances were therefore limited, «s the ditch was strongly helde On 22
liovermbery &b 1600 hrs, the 2nd and 3rd Bns, 1l6th Infantry resumed the
attacks The 3rd Bn was unable to jump off, as the enemy positions were
to0 close, The 2nd Bn, however, was sble to attack and though faced with
determined opposition; nevertheless advanced 30 yards during the day.
The next dey the Znd and rd Bns attacked sbreast ab 1000 hrs in @ further
abtempt to seize KUSLAR (FUS0595). Hesistance tihroughout the day wes
charasterized by repeated local enemy thrusts. G Co was dispatehed sround
the right flank of the 2nd Bn and by evening the Bn was in the outer peri-
meter of the KUSLAR (FO50595) defenses.

The 3rd Bn, advaneing on the right and glso supported by chemiecal
marbars and tanks, advanced spproximately two mandred yards, L Company
of the 116th Infertry made the largest advance of the day when in the early
afternoon the Bn reached the edge of objective ™", This cbjechive was the
high ground just B of KOSLAR (M050595)s Ab epproximately 1500 Iws the
enemy foreced this ¢ompany to withdraw to the west to the SE parimeter of
KoshAR (¥O50595), Co Cp Th7th Tk Bn was detached and one platoon of Co D,
Th7th Tk Bn was attached to the 116th Infantry at 1700 hrs, 23 November.

Un the evening of 23 November the Division was generally disposed
as follows: The 175th Infantry, with the lst and 3rd Bns, defended BOU.(~-
HEIM (FUL5570)s The let Bn defended the lorthern and Rastern sections
and the Ird defended the Southern and YWestern perimeter of the town. Tiw
2nd Bn, less Co K, was in ALDENHOVEN (K980560) and Co § defended the left
flank of the Regiment.

The 110th Infantry occupied positions in the defensive parimeter of
KUSLARe The 2nd and 3rd Bns held the line with the 3rd Bn on the right.
The lst Bn remained in Regimemts&l reserve in the rear. Ths 115th remsined
in Division Reserve in the SIERSDORF (K9LOS565) - DURBUSLAR (K$60573) area.



~ The 175th Infantry experienced & rough dey on 2l liovembers The enemy
maintained constant pressure on BUURHEIM (FO15570) end fire from mortar,
small-srms and especially artillery was severe. Sarly on 25 liovamber (o &
was brought uwp on the left to fill the gap between the 116th and 175th In-
fertry degiments. -

igain on 20 Lovember the enamy ablempted action against the 175th In-
fentry in BOUGLsM (FOLS570). Approximstely five hundred infantry, six tanks
and one OF gun ablacked early on 2¢ November. His atiack was successfully
contained by the 175th Infantry and with air support the atlackers were
driven off. The 22lith FA Bn claimed one tank, the fighter-bombers claimed
two damaged and one destroyed and the 283rd rA Pn also clalmed some probable
hits on this day.

in this attack the iank Destroyers learned a valueble lessonl. Indivi-
duel shelbters had been dug too fer from the gunse GEnemy artillery fire was
80 heavy that the men were unsble to leave their shelters and the tanks were
able to advance almost wmolested in conjunction with this fire. The 2nd
and 3rd Bns did an hercic job on this day for by this Time both outfits
were pretty well depleted, Two tanks were destroyed at BOURIEIN (FOL5570) »
but at lesst one broke into the town and shot things up generally. The 2nd
bn, in Hegimental ieserve in ALDENHOVEN (k96050 ), moved Go ¥ to assist in
the repulsing their attack. In the late evening the 175th Infantry was re-
lieved by the lst in, 115th Infantry. The 175th then moved back to the
ST amDURY (K9LOB65) »DUBUSLAR (£960573) area and began rehabilitvation in
wivision Heserve. This reli as accomplished in small groups, under cover
of darkness, since any movement was visible 1o the enemy and heavy artillery
fire would have been his reaction.

The 115th Inf made plans to take the town of KIXCHZMWG (F030560) on 27
Novenbere Un the night of 26 November the 2nd Bn moved from DUHBCSLAR
(K760573) biwough ALDENHOVEL (K9uO5eu) into the 30th pivision zone at
PATLERN (FOU3bLL)e The attack for hIRCHBERG (FO30560) began at 1000 hrs, 27
wovembere The abtback was directed at the toun itself from the &' and was
supported by fire by the lst Bn in BUURHASLM (FO15570)s The 30th Division,
from positions & of rATTEm (FOO35h)), also aided in this aticck and thelr
morter fire was particularly efiective. 4t 1130 hrs the n was in the town.
Bitter house-to-house fighting ensued and the enemy was extrenely hard to
route out of his positions. The 3rd bn consequently weas brought up to
sssist in tiis important capture. Ab 100U Ira that eveniuy the enemy re-
sistence suddenly collansed and the attsckers swept through the town and
gecured the high ground dominating the HUER rivers

The 2nd and 3rd bns, 1l¢th Infantry on the .estern perimeter of KUSLAR
(FO50595) eontinued sttacks to secure the town in spite of the battle the
enemy put wp to held it. On 2L November the 2nd Bn made two mmndred yards
winle the 3rd remained in defense. Bnemy artillery, as in the 175th zone,
was intense and constant. The next day the ond bn sdvanced to gain the
sestern half of the town. Co C was moved forward and occupied the positions
vacared by the right elemenis of the Bne JThe enemy during this period nade
rumerous attempts st infiltration. The first w.s made just before noon and
was quickly dispersed by supporting artiljery Iire. The second, made in
mid-afternoon was broken up by a combination of infamtry and artillery fire.
The 29th Cav Kecon Tr was atlached at 1630 hrs, 25 jovember and was assigned
the mission of protecting the Gegiment's left flank and preventing infil~
tration from the 2nd Armored Livision zone. The next day, 2¢ November
was a criticsl day for the 2nd 3n, 116th Infarmbrye. This Bn wus sctually
in the town of Kusbil, and during the hours of daylight it was almost b 87
possible to go up to them 8 the ground to the i was flat and under diract:
observation. The Zns pesitions were such thet the men were forced to shanl
in water elmost constamtly snd it wes 2 Lerrific job to keep weapons clnan
and functioning, Supplies were dropped by liaison plane and the companies
were in constent communication with higher headquarters by radioe out of
eleven plane loads dropped, eight were recovered. the enemy in some force
attempted twice Lo penetrate betwecn the 2nd and 3rd Bas. Infantry snd
artillery fire again proved the winning combination and they were driven
back, less a goodly numbers. The second attack with six tanks was also
unsnccessful and in this engsgement the fighter-bombers of the XXIX TAC
played a very substantial role.



The lat ¥n at approximstely 030C hrs on 27 November moved out from
BHGHLS G (KP90584) dn sn sttack te take Kuul.it and establish plysical
comtaet with ¢ und O Cose The abtack was Legun at this time s0 that the
axposed ground W of KUSLAR could be crossed before daylight. Iy 0635 hrs
the outsiirts of the town had been reached and the tedious, hard house-to-
house fighting had begun. Uos F and G st this time became engeped with
gpproxinately two companies of the enamys. Supporting artillery onee again
took care of this threst and at 1730 Irs physleal coniact was extablishad
with three companies. The 29th Cav den Ir moved forward alsc to establish
conbact betwean the 116th and the 2nd Armored Uivision, Phe zith Hovember
sew the fall of RU3LiRe After tlwee days of ceaseless pounding the
determined resistance by the enesy had collapsed.

The cloee of this day found the 29th Diviasieon in possession eof the
key towns of hUSLall, BUURHEIM, and KIKCHBURG and bhe Husk river line in the
idvieion sone, with the exeeption of a small pocket in front of the 1l6éth
infentxy, was campletely clesred. The last days of November were spent in
mmgzing and rehabilitation. rPatrolling to the from was vigorous, as
gonditions and terrain along the RUER river had to be clarified.

In the 115th Infantry sector the 2nd bBn and Co B of the ist Bn were
witbhdrawn from the lipe aid this left the hegiwent with the 1ot Un, less Co
Hy on the left and the 3rd Bn, less Co K on the right,

The 116th Infantry fromt was held down by the lst 5n wille the other
two conducted rehabilitetion programse The 29th (av ien 7r was detached at
G800 hrs, 29 November and one platoon of Co Iy ThMh Tk in wes detached at
2359 e, 28 dovembar,

A8 lovember closed the Mvision was preparing for the next important
gtep, the crossing of the ROEW river, This was the last mgjor verrier in
front of the wilnk snd 1t would open the way for a drive acrogs the COLOGHRE
- pladn to the heart of GuEiMANY.
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