
communique number 2 6 june 1944

shortly before midnight on 5 june 1944 allied light bombers
opened the assault their attacks in very great strength
continued until dawn

between 06300650 and 07500730 hours this morning two navalkavalnavai task
forces commanded by rearadmiralrear admiral sir philip vian ebe7ICBECBEIlebedeeeeeBE
ds0j4s0dsa flying his flag in hlishilseldsEIISh14s scylla captain T it4
brownrigg Ccb&cbsb6ba J t RRNW and rearadmiralrear admiral lan goodrichGood rioh kirk
USN in ulaussu5ul6 augusta cacaptainotain E EH jones USLUSNT

i launched
their assault forces at enemy beaches the naval forces which
had previously assembled under the overall command of admiral
sir bertram ramsayransay made their departure in fresh weather and
were joined during the night by bmbombardingbarding forces which had
previously left northern waters

channels had to be swept through the large enemy minefieldsmine fields
Tthis operation was completed shortly before dawndaamdeamdehm end while
minesweeping flotillas continued to sweep towards the enemy
coast tthee entire naval force followed down swept channels behind
them towards their objectives

shortly before the assault three enemy torpedo boats with
armed trawlers in company attempted to interfere with the opera-
tion and were promptly driven off one enemy trawler waswae sunk
and another severely damaged

the assault forces moved towards the beaches under cover of
heavy bonibardrbombardmentlenttent from destroyers and other support craft
whileehile heavier ships engaged enemy batteries which had already
been subjected to bombardmentbombardmendmenc from the air some of these
terwerere silenced allied forces continued to enracedgareengareenracee otherotier batteries

landingsandingsL were effected under cover of the air and naval
bombardments and airborne landings involving troop carrying
aircraft and gliders carrying largelaree forces of troops vere also
claenademaae successfully at a number of points reports of oreoneoperationsrations
co30 fanfarfrnfpx show that our forces succeeded in their initial landings
ai7iplantingahtinghting continues

alliedkilled heavy irprediumirediumediuziedlediuzluziuni lightight and fighter bombers continued
the1hetle1

1 he air bombardment in very ceetdeatareatreatgreat strength throughout the day
ithth attacks on un empejapl&cescementslacementslaplacementsentsants defensive works andnd communic-

ations continuous fighter over waslas maintained over the beaches
endand for1 somesoine distdietdistanceneemeence inland andnd over naval opereoperationstionseions in the
channelkennaikennalDI our night fightersfighter clayed an equally imborimportimporimportantimportcntentcnttentrentpent role
irin rotectino cectingcenting shinshirshippinging and troop carncarrcarrierier forces endand inn intruder
0operationsettertionsert ionslons allied yeconreconteconreconn&lss&ncenaissance aircraftfircraftFirircrafacraftcrafcrat1 Laintamaintainedined continuous
etchetehbatch byV dalr ind nightCD over shippingshippinL endand ggroundro uunduuno forces our
aaircraftircr afI1

L1 inetet I1 ith littlebtttle enenyenemy ffighter oppossioppositiontion or anti-
aircraft cumcungumgunfiremnfirecunfiremnfire naval casualties vetevere regarded as being very
lilichtfhtf ht especespeeespeciallyalnyolnyALUY henkhankhen the magnitude of the operation is taken
into account


