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This paper 32 Lasod ontirely on tﬁu book, "'urbiais Fart in
the Lor" by Creword Price. 1t is the only source, in 5ng11§h, that
I have hoen able 3 Yosnie whieh o8, at nll, into th:.dotuiln of
the ¢ 2o wstrian lrvnesina, o vorifieniton hasg taon possi-le
exnepl.on very Hroud lines, Lf, Yriyg steies, nossver, thet uls
accounts of thé‘militavy oporations wore compliod from his own notes
‘(ho wag 8 m&lii#ry corrospondont attached Lo the Sorbien Cuneral
Staff), frnm n{.8 oontributions to tho London Timog, from inforwation
oulled frow indivldwnl urits, and from detnils and orders plaoed
at his disnosal by tho Serblan Goneral gtaff, ‘

I have oavafully truood his acoount of tho 3rd Invasion on
‘“he map furnished with hip‘book and Shooked tho results against the
prsitions and manouvers of tho various Armies as shown by tho .ustilan
offiocinl maps, Only ;n minor detaile do they differ and I am of
the opinion, therefore, that he prosented n; ucourate A ploture as

can be r'ound of the war on thot front,



THE KOLUBARA CAPAIGN

SYRBIA
To understand tho oampaigr which follows it might bo well to
examino Lriafly the physioal goography of the Serbia of 1914, Ve
sos that to the west and north it ta bourn ded by tho Drina, Sava,
and Dauube, For 30 m},}n q;{gng thy lower Drina thore is sonething
approuohim, a plair., ‘which becomes wider as it appremolies the Sava,
and extends along the right bank of that river to the Danube, It
is nover very 'broad--{;s‘ flat in its northern half but maoh broken
up with ridges to the éc*uth and easﬁ.' For the raat‘;iSerbia ia a
kot of hins and mountains ﬁhich a‘acant steoply ufm‘x the uppor
Drina and stretoh 6r;atm.r{!“ to the maln Bulkks Kenge, Except for
vie 46, the Kapaénik lNountains in the oconter there are few well defined
nie 06, ranges, Thore ere, however, a. great many mountain groups and 1s0-
pre 730, lated peaks (some of whioh rlso to the height of 7000 foet and ¢ver),
pite 106, 1ntorseotlng the oountry with ‘deep val eys and towering mountain
pge 260, passes, The prtnoipul rivor ig tho great Moy ava, flowing through
eastern Serbia from sobth to riorth, Its valley, with that of the
Vadar, opens the country from one oud to the other and forms the
main artery of communication,
~ The railroads are determinoed by the river valleys, The one
‘trunk line, Belgrade to Conétaiitinopie , runs up the ﬁora“m vaiiey
to Nish, There it branchns east to Constantinople and south,
féi‘lo‘winr tho valieva of the *'6rav£ and Vadar, to Sﬁfonlka.
Krapuievats, the nrsanal is on 8 brunch une to the west of the
More.va vanay. A lino follows the valley of tho ‘(olubara to
““:Va11evo, md another mns almost due east l‘rom Valjovo, oonneot; '
uing with tho maln nne at madonovats.\ From a station ‘on thia ‘
latter nno thero iu a short apur rollowing the vaney of tho Lia.

‘There are a f'ew othera but thoy are of no *.mpor..anoe in this oampaign,
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Of the oxistent roads~»those majintuined by tho State wore
netallod and of exoellont quality, all weathor roads, The others,
and thoy were in tho majority, wore mere well loveled highwaye
of dirt whioh inevitably booame ;mpoasiblo in wet weathor for anye
thing other than oxen transport, For the rest, communications
oonsiated of traffioc beaten tracke aoross the fiolds or bridle

paths over the mountains,

The Sorbian Uilitary Organization

The nilitary syctom was baged entirely on‘univbranl‘servioe,
all able Lodied nales, “ron trantyeony to forty-five vears of age,
Yelny liable trereto, S

For the purpose of organigation ihe country was divided into

five territorial districte, vie, Danube, Shoumadia, Timok, Drina,

‘and Morava, Reoruiting or drafting wae striotly territorial,

with the result that tho men of a oompany often oame from the

sand village and a regiment from the same distriot, Von were
drafted into one or tho other of tho various branches, One and
one-half yoars were spent in the Infantry and two in the Arfiilery
or Cavalry, The latter arm was raorultod from the wealthier town
dwellers, each oavnlry resenﬂutbolng required to provide hia own\~

mont in ovent of war,

The 1st line of the active army, known as the lst Ban, was-

- oomposed of men from twenty-one to thirty years of age, nrtor which

for eight yoars (thlrtv-one to *hirty-aight) thev pagsed to the

‘2nd Ban, The 314 Wan, or tor;itorSAI forooa, were made up of

old aoldlera and somiutrained and untrained units which ware in-

oorporatod under atress of war. striohly speaking, the an Ban

was 1ntendad to replaoo the wastage in the notiva 1ine; but during
the Bulkan wars many indopordont units wore fornad, and in 1914

tha only real distinotion possossed by the 1st Ban divisions was

2.
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e superiority in mumburs mnd arnwnont,

'x‘ho‘ infantry of tho lst‘nnd 2nd Ban woro oquipped with the
nauser rifla, The 3rd Drn carried a Berden (non-mogazire), Tho
wrmanent of tho mechine guns sdotions was the )Maxim, Tho mobile
artillery was equippod with tho Crousot Snider 7,6 om gavnon and a
limited nunber of 7,6 o guns, captured from tho Turks, Tho siuze
battories had 12 and 16 om Crousot guus and the mountain units the
7 o Crausot Sulder, In addition, there axisted a number of old de

Bunge oannon ‘ojx‘ 8 om, Tile uniform wes an olive groen mixture, the

~ differont branohos of the serviocs being duttuguiahe_d by colourstebs

stitehod on tho ooil#r--aoulot ‘ror staff, briok red for infuniry,
blue for cnvaiw, blaeh for artillary, and =anroon for napineers,
vriforss for the lst ard 2nd Pan were furnisted tv the state, The
3rd Jien tooi the 1018 in thelr nulive 09¢ ueeg 0f Lrows horsesming,
Officers of the Arwy wore roorulted fron all sooial ¢lagses without
diatinotion, pupils entoring tho Military Acadery at the age of 18,
Fromotion to the sta.(‘f recessitatud o further vourse of study which,
for the most‘pnrt, included a tern of ingtructiun in ons or the
other of the grout Zuropean Jumies,

NeCele?s wore iikewise @« spooially trained Body and oligible

/. on further examination to promviloa to the grade of sube~licutenant,

feserve officers wore drawn from anong tha.students of tho univer-
sity and technioal nchoqli. »

The mothod of transport, however, was the thing whioh dise
‘tinguiuhod the Sorbian Army {rom all others, Tho roads, or rathor
the want of ther, rendered the mntomobile nnd awer hoéce-dravm
trarapoct out ‘of‘ tre question, Tre patlent ox was, {:}jel‘ﬂ;ft‘!‘f)’
the pivot of evarythlng".‘?v The bagiage yu_a.@;ons‘,“pontoon trains, and
oven t.‘“" ;s.fih.‘qld guns, \vor;'w_rgf the m"‘s't‘.npgrtv éi-drum. Fothing
‘glls‘;‘ 50;11;! ‘f;‘o't éh‘rbug,h tho sea of mud 80 muoch in ’e{;sdonoo‘ After ,
any rainfall,

The Amy sorvice Corps (trains) was made up of poo.um:tﬁ!
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carts, requisition.d by the, military uuthorities, They were of
all sorts and sizes, Somo had coverge=uthoers none, Somo were
four‘oxan-—othara two, Yhe drivers rarely wore any urilorm toyond
tleir Jerbie. military cap, “ut travped alorpside thoir toamy
in tho russetebrown hosusyuw costurw universelly worn.

Thue, vn the maroh, the Serbian Army presonted a patrlazohnl
appoaranca=-given it by tho thousands of oxewagors, droves of sheep

ard oountlala vehicles plled hlgn with hay and straw, 1t wes,

‘ hqv*var, as pravod. an Admtrable rirhting maohine, oapuble nr

Jhaldlng its om, in ite own,oountry, againct the moat up-to-dlte

adversary,

The 3rd Invasion

Kolubara Campejign

‘ Ve have seen fhat, during the first three months of the Viorld
var, Austria had operated two distinot invasions of Serbia, The
first was defoatod in the va' ley of tha Yadar, The seoond
s:arcely less dtsaatroua, came to en end Sept, 17th 1914, ang
loft \ustria in Fossession of onlv two small triangular strips of

Serbian territory, In the north, on the uatohv&,‘théy held a

* tract of marshy plain between Ravnle and Jarak, While Surther

south their conqueet was limited to a section of sparsely popu-
lated mountain land to the east of Zvornik, The Serbs, on the

other hand, nad secured a footing in Hertregovina as far as

’vishégrﬁd. Honors were, therefore, aboutféven.‘ Both sides dug
1n and there rollowod @ state of siege warfare, olosely resemblinga

’ in 1ts prlnotpal aspoots, the oonditiona on the uastern Pronty

The Brd kustrlan orrensiva maturod townrd the end of Ootobor

and wan 1nevitable for many reaeons. vGernnn activity in Poland

and the appearanoe of a new Qorps there enabled Austria to turn
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hor attention to tho southeast, Tho punishweni of Serpia, whioh
had beon nominally the causo of the war, was oagorly demanded by
the Austrian people, indignant at two humidating defeats, Furthers
more Turkey nnd now entered ﬂie struggle, If ferbia ocould be

orushed and Bulgaria cornoiliated, Jjunotion might be effected with

the Ottoman Armles which would keep Roumania quiegcont, and, more
important, would open up to the Tuetonio anern a new way to the
goa-wthat old hankering for an Agoan outlot whioh had for a decade
donimtod their Balkan polioy.

Unfortunately, thu approoiation oI‘ the military sltuation ‘,
dld not make a very prouins sppaal to the anles, for nhoreac a
reoognition of ita \)othAti,alltles would have led to the atronbthan-
1;?: of the Serbian Army by avery roans boaalble, the faot 18 that,
while the Lerbs were deily dispensing a very moderate amount of
shell in an effort to prosorve thu inviolability of }"thoir frontiers,
the allies failed ﬁo make good even the deficienoy in amunition
oreated, (This fatlure to see the military situation on the
Serbian front in 4ts true light cost the allies forever the chance
to strike t}‘\o“ Gontral Jowors in the rear).

By this time the Serbs hold a continuous iiﬁo runhing from &
point on the Drina about 16 kilometors below Liubovia--along the

heishta of the Jagodnla and Gouohavo uountainn--through Lonznita

to Raviije-=aoross the Matohva to a point on the Sava about 10
“kilometors above Shabatz--through Shabats and thence along the

Sava to Obrenovatz, The obvious disadvantagos of the open positions

‘_"o?:. t;ho ;r;ver, a8 oomparod \'rith the comparative seocurity of the ‘
“foothills of the Taer, we\"a fully appreciatod by tho Serbian staff
“but tho lh.tohvt Plun, belng; one of the riochest distriots in the

? country. H; nas deemed nuoeuary tc hold it as long as possible.
- This uo extondod tho line, howevex‘, (it was now approximtely

100 mlles in lonsth) as to be utterly beyond the pomr'of 80 smail
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an ermy to hold, Troops were forced %o romg;n in the trenohes

day and night without reliefe-often without repose and the nerve
racking stvain thus imLoscd teceme almost insupportable,

Matters wore not‘ho}peg by tho absonoo of tover, olothes, boots
and suffiolont food and with the ooming of winter the diffioculties

of the situation inoremsed, Tho Austrien attacks inoreaaod in

. irtonsity, The prenonderance it numbers and weirht possessed

by thnm grew daily while the Sorblan stoqeks of gun, and espec’ally
artillury anmnniﬁion, foll lower and Yower (80 markod did this
shortago becona that, towurd the end or the six wecks of slo;o
wnrlaro, tho ratio of ahol; spent by the Austrians and Serbiana
worn as 10 to 1.) and her men bezan to show olear evidence of
zental and bodily fatigue, |

On Oot, 26th, the iustrians oporned with ar irtorse bombarde
rmont apparently with the hope of unmasking tho disposition of
the Serbisn Armles, This provokod ho’reply but was acoopted as
notifioation of tho impending dtta&k, and, it having become
neoessary to éubordiputo!iboal pclitical oonsiderations to the
diotates ﬁf mtlitary atrategy; the order was given on No?; lst,
to retire the Sorbian 2nd Ay from the oxpoaed Natohva Plain to
tha foothille of the Tser "ountalnn and the watershed of the
Dobrava Kiver, During the 14t of the Fth and G6th of XNovember,
the hostile bombardment rocomsended over & more oxtended arena,
being partioular violent in the Qeighborhood of the Gouchuyo
Yountains (3rd Amay), end gradually Snoreacéd * in its intensity
throughout the day of Nov, 6th, This‘day mn&'ho Pixed therefore

as tho date or the baginning of tho Srd Invallon of Serbla.‘

Thore had been a oonaiderable regroupins of - foroes and upon 

the date in question the twu armlea faced enoh othor as follows{?

, | Serbian Armics
Field arshal Badomdr Poutrik Cnmdg.
Along tho Danubo, tast to West, to irolude Skéla,
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Potach, of Kraina 4 Bn, Inf,ee 1 2/8 gun battorles,
Dataokh, of ELraritchevo 6 Bn; Infeend pun batte:ies

Dotaoh, of velgrado 17 Bn, Infyew 6 gun Battorios

3 How, Btrios,== 1 Sioge Btry,~- 1 squadron cavalry,

Totnot, of Olyanovalgwel vy Inf,ead rar “atferios,

Total 86 Bris, Infe== 1€ Elriee, 'rtillorve<l squsdron Cavalry,

2nd Army
Varehal ‘stopanovtté)\ ‘Cndg.

Concontrotad shabats to Lyoshnltza,both thiusivd.

*‘Diiis!onl. Indeponcont Cavalry Uiv, Shaunadia 1--Ttmov I-.!oravt Tow

ok I,
Total | 68 Pas, Infynme 34_p6r1os. Arfil;eéykpa7 aquadron cavélrQ,
3rd Army
General Youri ahi\ oh Sturm Ondg,
Corcontrated lyoshnitza (Sxolunivc) to ‘Koatmvnik.
Divisions, Drine 1l--Cosbined DAv, == Drina I,

Total 40 Bns, Inf,~-. 18 Btrivs,-- 6 squadrons Cavalry,

1st Army
Goneral Eoyoviton Cndg,
Concentrated Yostainik to vioinity of Kiver Triyoshnita,
Divistons, Yorava Il--Darube II (arrived on the front Kov, 7)-=
Danube I and the Detaoh, of Liubovia ',

Total 44 Bns, -- 24} Btrios,-- § squadrore,

Ushitza Army
‘ Goneral Aratitch Cmdg,
River Tr’iyoahni"exa to Rrivor Lir,.

Units ‘;; Uehltza Brigade - Showsadia I, “'v. Lim Detach.

'rotal o ’ 34 an. Inr.-- 12 Btrios.-- 2 aquadrona.
'x‘otal--Serbian Amiee,with addition of eundry corpu troops and

resorvm nor reoltated intho above diupoaitlon and exoluding the

. Intohg, of ¥raina and f’fmitc&avo-—ﬂﬁ Fﬁa‘. Irf, ~- 41 squadrons

7,
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Cayplry «w 67 Btrios FyA, we O btrdos, -4, Artlllury -» 0 Btrlos,
}iowé. T fi'hx‘ius. do Dange

Austrians

Gonoral Potiorek, Cucz,

bth Arny
Genoral Ritl V, Frank, Ondg,
Along the Danubo oust to west to Ehabatz
Banar Dotach, == 113 Bns, Inf,
Syraden Lotuch. == 20} Dns, Int', we 8} Btrios, w= 7 squadrons.
Corcontratod »= Shabatsg to Jnniu
Comldred Corns (Kranss), Divisio s == Tth and 20th,

JII1 Corps, DBivisions = 21th srd 9th, 8th Landstrum irigade -

Total 6th Army 127} Bns, Inf, 68} Btries, == 20 squadrons Cavdlry,

6th Army

Gonoral Potiorek, Cmdg,
Concontrated along uppor Drine from Jaﬁin aoui:h.
XIII Covps == Divisions  42nd and 36th,
XV Corps =~ Divisions 40th w='48th ~- 1st,
MVi Corps =- Divisions  16th -= 50th and Combined Div,
17th Brigade »

Dotoh, Hausor

Total 6th .u-.-\,v “= 1€0 Pr, Irf, == 84 Btriss =- 123 squadrons

"Totu Auatrlm !‘oroes, 1rclnéinr full oomplezent o:‘ rfield, sioge and
nm’c.”artnlory - 287% Brs, lnr. - 157}; Btriee. ‘Art. -- 323 squndrons
'Cavalry. o ‘

.ote. J\ut how tho !‘ront of the XVI Gorpu vias hold I havo not been

able to detormine, Tho 18th Biv, (4tb, 8‘:\;, 8th and 13th Frigades)

sd the Sth Lendstrum Brigede (Bf.'th fMv,) wore at Vlasonoia opposing

‘the Shouradia IT Div, of the Uzkitze Army., The 109 Landstrum Prig,

(Coabired Div,) was at Srebrenoia,
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fk;uin+th£c groat sy Sorbin, even thought she o4lled overy
pouaunt. from the plow and every shopherd from the hills, ocould
not bring forward anything approaching equal numbors, PHof first
Inu troops numbered loss than 200,000 mon while the ocombined
austrian Gth and 6th added to at least 300,000, lor (Serble) .ray,
t‘o be sure, wus oomposod largely of veierane but hur supplics,
sapooially ammanition, wore tnrribly doplotod and tho arsencl at
Yrapulovaty was all but emply,

The Auztrien obleotive wns iish snd tho main line to' Buly.aﬂa.
Howover, bafore those could be reasohed there were various pecondary
ob.jo:ottvel. The obviouf routo to Kish wes ﬁy an wdvance up the
vorava from Somendria om tho “anube, but to this there wero t\vo“
insuporable objeotions, Tho first was the Morava valley whioch,at
two pleces ,oo;:tracté to natrows. whare the ground fells steaply
and formns a strong natural dofenss, Tho sedond wore the letersl
valloys onterlngl tho Yorava fraa the west, which would enable a
sorbian foroe ‘I‘rom tho conter hills to strike at the flauk of a\ny
Austrian advance, It was, therefore, clearly the path of wisdon
to oooupy the contral Jmot of hills and espocially the upper valley
of the westérn Morava, hith these hills in their control they
could advance on Niab with an oasy mind bvecnuso ‘thoi‘r oommnioatirdn!
would te safo, The 18t ob_*octiviw;ka Valisvo on the Yolubsra,
the termirus of twe railways ar.ds the starting point for the passes
to the horse shoe range to tho touth, whioh #as tho way to the
wostern Morava, The eecond wae Kragujevate, {he Serbian Arsenal,
g;;‘- a point from whioh the main Yorava route opuld bo seriously

renanced, It will be obsorved that the sustrian Staff, with this

~ plan, mre"rema.ir'ﬂ_ng true to thoir dotermination to stilke across

: oLer T A IR s

the Drina hut that on this oocasion they had concentratod their
pfiho'ipal':rgx-'aes in the southorn sector, betwoen Longnite and
JAuhovia ~ethus deliberately choosing a theater where the opor-

ations would, of nécessitv, partake striotly of the nature of

8,
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mountain warfare, In doing thias thore ¢an bn ne doubt{ but that
Gerernl Fotlorek was relyin; groutly upon his superiority in
hoavy and mountain artillsry end upon his XV end XVI mountain
Oorps whioh wore suporbly equipped for this type of fighting while
the Torbe wers rot,

Tho voluntery ﬁitkdranul of thn 2nd Army from the ‘atoave
Fluin hus alroady beea recorded (hoger :ov, 2nd), %The first shook
of battlo, hovwever, vies folt in tho southern socotor whore, on Mov;
7th, tho‘Auotr$ann, after sudbjleoting the front of tho Goibined
Division (3rd Aimy) to an intonse artillery preparation, attaoked,
and after sevon attempts, drove the defondora--h@ndicapped‘by '
shortage of artillery amwnition-<baock on the Shtira Fiver, This

‘ retiroment, ooupled with goreral preesure, involved tho whole of

tho 3rd imy in o withdrewnl in order o defond the Yaded road
in the dyvotion of Zavlaka, Furthor south the lst Amay, daepite
reinforcorant by the Denube II Divieion, gave way under similar
cirounstancos and in order to oonform, those forces of the Uthltea
Army, between the Fivor Triyvshnitza and kogachitza, fell baok some
four milos to tho vieinity of Zarolle, |
On Yov, &th the Au;trltna wore approachirg the bositionn'
oooupied by the énd Army, which, with “ho exception of & saliont
throa out vo pro@oot Shabatz, was entronohed in the foothille
of tho Tser range and the Qatershgd of the Dobrava Mver, Hero
arshal Gtepanovitoh wnkz ordered to.‘stand“but.,'i‘f drtvori'out; to
fall Saqk to the right bank of the Dobrave and swing his loft baok
alorg the Tsor,
No sooner had the 3rd Army oacupied (Hov. 8th) its position
for tho dofenee of tho Yadar Boad than tho Austrlana pieroed its

latson with tha lst Army by oapturlng Koatainik--thus foroing

‘another retiroment. The lat Army waa, likewise, doing bndly. Thow‘

énemw were nttaoklnp bmzrruoum}x,bith artlllery whloh r.~ out-olnssed

10.
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that at tho dispoeesl of thu Serovn, and tholr dnfiliration wae
greatly fuollitated by a thiek fop, under cover of ﬁhioh, vhoy were
able to ponotrate down ravines and mass for aitaok unsoon Ly tre
dofendorl; '

As tho invasion dewelupod, “nrshal Poutiuk found ne sltor::tive
to the plun of nraiﬁ'talltnn Laok to positions more favorstle to
doforse, and, while Haraceing the oremy, to drew him further from
his base, It was folt too that tho conditions of the ronds would
nuko 4t 94££4oult for tho iustrians to bring up their hoavy ertillorye-
eupplins and ammmition, |

Acoordingly w perera) ratirerent of the 3rd and 1at wenles
vias ordoredvto the iiue; Kosurdugradesiirazines(avlava-fashtoysitdme:
Potrina 5tora--Proslop, Tho Ushitze Army, though it hed nithorto
put up & firn opposition to tho invadorc, was instruoted to confarm
t> this plan and retire to a rew line for tho dofenss of Ushtéza.

Oy Hov, Oth, the Austriane attonmpted a strong diversion in
the Viylnity of Scmendrin with tho objeot of msocnding tho orava
valloy. ‘1ho weak outposts stutioned thore ﬁore vniblo to opposo
the oroseing and fell back vhile awaiting roinforcements, A
dotachment of 3rd Ban troops w.s immodiately di&pntcﬁod {rom
Belgrade, After a foroocd march of 28 ﬁllos this dotqohmont attackod
that evenirg, complufely destiroying the hbutilo-foroq of 4,000
which had orossed (2,300 vore taken prisonors and the remainder
ware eittor %i1lad or drowred in the atiempt to reso% the north
bark of the varule),

The withdrawal of the 3rd and 1st srmies was tucoossfully
carried vut and, thoro is little doubt, that on anything like
oequal teris, the Serbs wdﬁid have bean‘ablo to cheok the Austrian

advanoé, at least, for sometime, However the supsriority in men, '

guns and munitions poueuod by the enew ‘far oxoeedod even tha

most oxtravagent estimatos of the gereral starf, ond ‘tinls faot,

addod to the inoreasing demoralization apparent in the Sorbien
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vanks, decidod larshal Toulnik to rofuse dooislve battle and order
% ponoral patirement of tho Parbian armies to tho Hnos Oubee
Xaraoula—-\’itovt--IaoutL:}u--?{aankﬁitgg-z}tnva--xi‘x, tho luci lino of
dalovsa pretantins vallsvo,

fn ovdarite thn rotreal (o the -allevo line the peversl staffl
Led very corfideroe that o deturmined rosistarco oculd there, for

the first tine, be imdy. tha positlon wes strong unﬂ tho fmportance

“of tho town was s0 well wunderstond by the rank and filo of the

“Army that it ues agsumed that every effort would be mado to prevent
“ . ~

-

fits falling into tho hands of the on;tfu’.

No sooner wofo the troopé ostablishod on thess vowly !'qrtir‘.ed
w&ltionl, hovevar, thdn it beoamo evidont that thuwe hopos must
te abandonod, 7he moral of the men, sirained as it had been by
physionl exhnustion; constant exposure to vevore woather without
adeguate olothing a;nd equipmont, and absenon’ of arcillery support
(duo to lack of emmnition), finally anappod ontiitly under the
continuod rotreat, The 19w levies whioh wore now coming in possossed
no oquipaent save a nsg tih, a ™ssien rifle and a Sorblan seryicq

ouf, Thue their presenao in +he firing lire instead of adding

glrongth to the ar:r.iga end reising ihe moral thersof, marely udded

t6 tho oconfusion, 4and, finally, the prescnoé of masser of rofugesns
trakking back in a ataté of uttér wisery unmanned the troops, the
offeot being pz;rtloulni'ly noticeable anong the men of the Drina
1 risions wfxo wero rooruitsd from tho evacuatéd terriboi'y.

‘ The onl:,{, remedy’ for such a situation lajr in a vigorous of=
Ter.sive but, sineo this was impossiblo without artillory _;u:munﬂion,

Val 1evo ] hm(rrlodly oiraouatod (Nov, 11th) and Harshal Poutnik

ordered 'che amion haok to tho ocelebratad ¥olubara pooitiona.

During the days 'ﬂ'hioh intervoned betwoon, tho eomplobion ot
the orlginal ooncentrat!.on and tho lst Auatrian invasion tho line,
gouerauy u!‘errod to as the Kolubara M.nu ’ hud boen strongly en-

tronohad and, _aven srior to the netual eveoustion of Va14'vo, it

12,
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had boon undorstood that the supreme effort to chook itho sustrians
rould o “xt;dn thava, ?0|i:-h1;r tho now Cront followad tte Kdlilbo\ra '
“o 1¥o idgz, thetcon rlonp ihat strean to 1ts ﬁntershed whero it
untnrgﬁ nooomntey of oxoeuolingly rugged -ntare nnd, procseding iu
southwesterly diveotion, folloved ihe Yelak and felyen hanpes with
strong ontronchments on the Houkovl, émrda, Yolova and Béukévio.
The entfre country of subsequence operations wus » juwble of
aountading mxd.valleya,‘possenstng soarcely a squere mile of flat
eountry £-d prdotica}ly doJQFd of anything in the nuture of a
riilitary roads, Howaver it was adepted to dofonnu and the line
choson was naturally formmideble, fhe fiold of vigw wag good and
at no plaeco warefapproﬁohe; 6o doroonad as to favor surpriso,
(The Xolubara was not an insurmountable obstaocle but ite approachus
vwore at most points dovcid of cover und at othors commanded by the
nountain hc(ghﬁa--naklngfit'oasy to dofend);

matirament to this line was n§ oasy matter, As far as the
siaffs wera:cOncornod tte orders isauad wore carefully {hourht
out ang nodols of oulm doliberation, All bridgus, telophone
end tolegraph lines wovro systanatioally dostroyod, oattle evao=-
netud and noth}ng left undone to render tho advance of the enemy as

diffioult as possible, There wes nothing procipitato about the -

rotreat but the roads wore not only limited in numbor but now

almost impassible bacause or’reoénb rains, This natuvﬁlly lod to
much confusion and to make maftorg wotsd‘tho Armies were hempored
by floeing olviiihﬁ; vho plodded baock sido by side with the
soldiors, The morai of tﬁo men, too, suffored further by tho
cont!nuod withdrawal. Thuy wero physioally viorn out and the long

arduous marohoa nlong nlghwuys ankle deop, and oiton xnce doop,

‘in mud, oouplod with the work of fortifying new positions, hed

rroatly roduond their nownrs of raslstanco.

Forturediely tho Austridns did not prass their purauif and the

Sorbs wore able 10 romon tho Kolubara positions, secording to plan,

13,
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on Nov, 16th, The irmios, in a sadly dopleted stato both as to
ron and matorial, wero disposed as follows:

Detébhmsnt of Obrenovatz, Obronovats to Konatitza, .Indepondent
Cavalry, Konatitza to Volouyak,

nd Army - Volouyske~lnzarevatz=«Tohovka,

Srd Army.  Kivor Lig to the Oovkoshi Range,

lst Amy  Govkochi -odatk-~Batohinate Houda--Valyen,

Tehitea Arny Boukovt-?nfdu--Prishado--Volovn-~w5th‘1ta flanks

resting on leska Gora,

fv

" For & fortnight tho Austrians lay in Valjovo and along the
skirts of the hilles and did nothing and‘it was not until Lov, 17th
that ~ttaok on oeitain oeotors of the ﬁew 1irs sommenced, In the
north, important forcos appeared at Konatitza and, in tho south,
enemy units were making tovard Kosyeritoh, drivinr in the Serbian
reat suafdy. M ‘ |

, The 5rd}Army was not disthbod in 1ts work of consolidation
but on the 17th fho onemy advnﬁoed in strength against the 2nd irmy
south of szarevitz and tho riﬁpt ving of the lst Army (Ceukoshi-«
Batchinats j.» Tohovka summit wﬁs subjected to heavy shell fire
and ropoated infdntry assaults but reinforcements sent from the
3rd Army enabled the 2nd to hold and suocessfully teat off all A
attacks, On the 16th the lst Army was stelled from a part of the
Goukos:i range, Kowover, it resisted a heavy attack againdb the
Malyen ahdiiho Batchinats, though onoce lost, was retaken by «
countarattack, ' ‘ 4

The nigﬁt of‘Nov. 18th saw both nombataniawiih formations es=-
tubiiahed on tﬁelr reupoctivo~iinda. The Austrians had brodght Qp
their main forces and tho Seibs had dug thonsolves in mors or less
8013dly in their formidable positions,

.

Henocoforth the Austrian offensive, fhough it extonded over the

‘,‘whoio 89§b1an front; was noticeable chiefly for its doterminaticn

%o breaV through tho zhd'ﬂfmy at Lazarovatz (to work along tho
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Mlwiovats, Tho plan ks ooncoivod would, 4f suonossful; have
sepurated the main Sorbian Armdoes from the forcos around Bolgrade,
pgrmittod ar ots? ouiflankine movaﬁont‘of ¥rarujovaty and oorhaps
the fan&dtrr up of the ontire Sarbian foroos. It was stratepionlly
sourd bub: tho tuctios euployed ir front ér the 1st Avay to corry it
through wéro nost fnul%y; Tho Goukoshi road was tho shortest and
08t diroot route to nllanovatﬁ and overy allowance muet bo nade
for the exuvecosivoly diffioult nature of the terrain but the faot
remaine that, if Qoneral Potiorek had brought his pressure to bear
on ths extreme loft of the lst Army, he could, at that time, have
plerced the breaoh between theylut and Ushitza Army (20 milos
aop;?afad thom)--outflanked the dominating range of Souvobor and
forced the owacustion of both i+ and Goukoshi, fThis mansuver wold
have forced the Serbds to oporate a é;nedy retreat to the positions
botofﬁﬁuildnbvatz‘iteeif and might havo out the Ushitza Army frcm{I
tho‘ﬁaln Serbian foroes,

~ on Nov, 19th tho attack against Tohovka: and Vrafche was re-
rowad with such enorgy_that the Division in possossion (Morava I)
was groatly imperilled and only timely reinforcements saved it
from disastor

Arrangements wero mado with tho 3rd Army to croate a diversion

by cour “erattacking tho‘fﬁlloﬁing day but this had to bo abandoned
whenhlt w&& found (next day, the 20th) th&t‘the enomy had extended
nis offensiiﬁ not only to the 3rd Army but to the Drina I Division,
lst Arny (up until this timo Drina I had rota&ned oontrol of the
summit of uilovatz), By night the Austrians had seoured a footing
on the westorn slopes of Vratche and entire mastery of Milovatz and

Strazara, .
ivo

Gerieral Potiorek now began to make more dooisive\9§o of his
iSth ardilsth mounfaln bérpa whioch, in equipment sui‘able for fighting
over mountainaus tarrain, far 1urpaased nnything posseasod by the
;orhs,‘ ‘1rly on the alst, undnr cover of s thiock’ fog, thoy attecked

16,



vith the rain offort dircoted against the right of the let Army,
By dawr hoavy fighting had tacome mors or loss rarar?!, the Terbian
outpost wore driver in and tho oobet dnvel?pud with preat violenos

o 7. 193, againet Nodnik, th§ key to all positions covoring e Lig valley,

. e 378,  Due to thoir matdle oolumns the Austrimns speedily oarried the

. e 418, stmmit and then turned agaiﬁnt ths flank of tho dofonsss on Batohinats
and Rouda, Here tho ttghting was tarrifio in its intersity but
the Serbs, though greatly outiumbered, hold tenaciously to thelr
positions and it was not until about 8300 P.ﬁ.~-whzn completely
viorn oute=that they é}vo ground before a final as:ault, There wore
ro frosh troops available and no option save to fall back on strong
pouifion, Go“koahi--Pniesh--?rdatrouga--!uyaf;Q-Yelak--ﬁalyen.

The onemy imncdiatoly turned his attention to the Mni&en
position and on the 22nd, with 6 battalions, drew a semioirole
around the defending cutposts on Yelak and aftor a daylbng battle
drove tﬁﬂ survivors of a sinrle Sérﬁiaw battalior stitiéned fheré’
tse'c on the nain pauiﬁlon.‘ The rext day, 9nder cbvor of‘a‘hoﬁvy

. 124,  fog, the Ausériaus sucoéeduﬂ in'working around tha‘summit but the .
. "rioiml Serbs, reinforced by a battalion from the Bouvdbor, held thoir
ground until afternoon of ths 24th whon the position was ovnouated,
the defenders falling baom to the line Bablna-~?odovi. On this same
day, in the northorn sector, the 29th Di#iaion (COmbined corpé)
suocoeded in ponetrating in front of Konatifza almost as faf as
‘Progron. but was driven baok
Tt 1s remarksblo that, having achioved this partiouler ob-
Fe v 194, Jootive, General Potiorek did. noﬁ continue fho attaok %iroioueiy.
Ce vL Had he done so, espsoinlly in the direction Govna Gora, he would
Y, ve, 416, Thave obligod tha Ushitza Army to rotire immodiatoly and forood the
| evactation of SOuvokor by the lst Army--6 development vhioh might
have ﬁrovéd fatal for the Certs xt‘tﬁis time, He did attempt a

half-hearted Flanking moverisnt down the Kamenites valley, which
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was noW open before him, Lut a de ;aohment from the Ushitze Army, on
Zoloni Brey, very effeotively stoppud the maneuver,

Tha reason which spared tho Serblan Army this disastor were twoe

fold, On the one hand, tho Aiustrisns themsvlves had been badly dis-

oféanlzod ond depletéd by long murohes ovee nlmost inpgasible roads
and‘tho 1n§oaaunt fivhting which had followedy on tha éthnr hand, the
stubborn rosiatgrce of the 3rd and 2n4 ‘rmies had deo{ded the Austrian
Ltaff to throw tro welght of their ir-ies in that direotioy in order
to proseocute moro\vlgoroualy tho attuox on lLagarovate, in ihe di-
rootion of Mladonovatz, while thelr contor and right oontinued the
prossure toward Kragujovatz and the westofn Horava Valléy.

The hoights of Tohovka snd Vratoho were naturdlly, thererofa,
singled out for egootal attention, On Nov, 25th, after an intense
artillery preparabion; tho Auairiuns attaokod, The Sorbs put up a
horoio defonse but were fipa;ly forced to abnndon their positionsew
foroing the left of the 2né Army Qnd the whole of ﬁhe 3rd, to give
way, To.the north Konatiiza was tuken, On theAZGth‘pressure on this
front was‘géntinuod while‘an gttompt was mado to oross tho Sava near
1ts.jun§£ion with the Kolubara, 'For§ed inland by the bombardment,. the
defendors awsited the landing, and, taking advantige of the natural’
cbvéf; emhusted the tnvad;ra and‘nlped out half of the continrent,

Tho revainder girrendersd and the diveréién wes abardored, i

Dosporaté‘érforts woro made by the 1st frny o hold the crests of
Goukoshi and three determinod attacks (26th) were succeaaruliy re=-
pulsed, In the end, however, numbors and nateriel told and tho staff
vas }orcod to order & withdréwal 62 the right baok to Goloubatz, On
the loft the Ushitza Army was faiiing slowly to the rear on the
Ovtohar~—Kablar positions in order to protoct Tchatohak and tho

wostern Morava valley--a manouver rondored exceodingly diffioult by

~ the persistent atéeﬁﬁﬁs of the Aﬁétflan Yountain ﬁfigaéea to Sliﬁ in

betweon the retreatin: columns on the ono hand, and to destroy laison

with the 1st Army on the other,
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On liov, 27th tha 2nd and 3rd Armles courtoratiaocked, row
capturad Tohovka and Ctraghs and throw the oromy bsa' on the Tiver
1A, (rotriny omn tobtter Lllustrat. tio magnificent’ spirit whioh
stil} aninmuted tho rauss of the 2n.d and Srd krﬁiea. Tohovke had
only been abandoned aftor o desperate fight whioh had cost the
Serbs heavy oasualitios and just a fow days before Marehal
Stopanvitoh had asked permission to sond his munitionless cannon

to the rear as thoir inaotive prosence was having a demoraliting

offeot upon his men, Yet tho men reaspondoed to the order to counter.

attack by with sush olan that they retook their formor positions

-and daptﬁrod & oonsiderable number of prikoneré). They wore too

weak, however, to concolidato arnd hold the positions gained and the
retreat to new positions oontinuede-tho two armies falling baock
on the goneral line; Sabnitze--Kromenitza-~Kelanyevtal,

The situation of tho ls£ Avay was now serious, The enemy
had seonred a fivm‘fooftng on the right bank of the river Lig,

Tha extreme rifht wirg of the Arrw was in danzar of bolng thrown
into the Katchar valley where its flanks wduld have boun sxposed
to easy attnok and its commnications with the 3rd Army threatened.
Losses had roduced the Seroian Divisions to an averago or 4 000 to
5,000 bayonots’ eaeh--thgro were no reservos with which to flll the
gaps and the moral of the mon had weakoned almost to the &aniéhing
point. ' . -

On the 28th Shilyak end Babina fell and had tho Austrians
pushod their suocess toward the flank and rear of Prohtrbuga, die-
organization would have 1nevitab1y followod, for the Serba had not
8 single man at thoir. disposal with whioh to parry such a manouver.
The aotion of the oneny was progressive, however, rathor than
energdt}d. His éiaoknoas again pérhittod the Sorbs fo osoape
disaster but the réliaf‘affbrdod was recessarily of a rlaétihg’
nature &nd tho genersl ataff, realiring that fatigu» and daaoral-_
ization of thoix troops demanded a tamporary cessation of fightlns,

ordered a gonoral retiroment to rnow positions.
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By hidday of the 20¢h the Souvobore-Rayate sootor and part
of the Prostrouga orost had beey abandoned and the mtn body of
tho lst Army had roached the lines Motika-;Shtolitsoi;Vankexm.
That night Belgrade was evmouated (the ordor had been given on
tho "28th) and the detachment withdram to the line ‘Varo",’mttu--
Kosmai s a barrier against the Qombined (Krauss) and 8th Corps
which were working in tho dirootion of lladenovatz, The 2nd Army
with the Indepondent Cavalry Division oodupied' the ‘,J‘irm Bitnitza--
Tovagne~Yedvodniak=eVarany 3rd Army the line: !'rt‘mor--}(alanyevat!q,:\
¥amal to Motika, while the Ushitza iray, whioh ﬁy’.d dore suoh wonders
with ’t;)«.p reager forcos avallavle=--cortestin: ew‘i‘lgry irch of grbund
whilo it fell baok slowlye~was aatride;th‘e wostorn Horave Kivor
on the line; Kita--xublnt--oirtohur-—laarx;oviﬁza, |

" The end of Yovomber marked a very §r1ﬂok1‘ stago not oﬁly in
the history of tne battle but aleo in tho mxgmy situation in
a’ou‘thoaai:ér‘n Europe, Tha Serbian mtioh.‘ ﬂxm;gh mliy aware -of the
faot fhat its wmry oxistence ras in' jeppardy, ‘on the whole faced
the faots with admirable calm and stoloiem., They were a iiﬁﬁle
nation fighting a great X-:mpifq, they were worn out and short of
everything and, perfyapa more tregio than all, tho ammnition
promised by the 'rioherv"alilléa had beon delayed too long, Thus
thay folt t}ha‘t‘;‘, even if oomplete defeat followed, ‘1t would be no
disgrace,

Yuoh has aii'o‘ady teen said about the state of the army, Iack

~of food, olothlng;, tonts and tranapoift, incessant fighting and

marohing under .ardouc oconditions, heavy qaeduiiﬁieé whioh it was
beyond the power of t};u stafi‘ to‘h\gké good, and, above all, the
k‘b‘s,enoe of emuhiﬂdn, ‘'had dome their worke Their previous success
had been due td‘ ‘p;\ti‘iotﬁm‘m& elen which counted for more than
military disoipiim § but now, the one had becore broké:n and the
other onfeebled, and retreat upon retreat, combined viith the

sufferings incldental to unsuoéesal“ui’omraﬂon‘b in such & country,
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had aproad‘ d wave of dire dopression throughout rank and file,

o Little news reachod the outeids world during those dark days
for ‘S.t was not oustomary £o report dox“e}at.' Yot the publio learned
from Vienna and fofin that the Serbs had broken and there was great
rejoioing in the Oorman and Austrian capitnlo_. The Butevte powers
Nliy appreciated the ar#vity of the situation and went so far as
to invito Greeoce to step in to the u‘aiqtmoe of hor ally. which,
however, she refused to do on t}w ground that ahe would be oqu;ed
to a flank attack from Bulgaria and the oomuicatiom of bo‘t‘;h\ her=
s61f and Serbia with Selomika Joopardised,

However despite tho apparent hopelessnoss of it all, thers

remained deep in the hearts of the Serbian 1ead:ers'a conviotion

thnt the decisive engegonent had yot to bo f'ourht. (1t may be
pohted qut that as yet no battle had teon fought to a £inish),

Day u‘ter day Colonel Pavlovitch of the p;onoral staf'f, had analysed
the statements of the Auatria.n prlsomra and, from theso, ooupled
with the slowness of the ene)rw to advance, he conoludsd that serlo\\a
d;rri‘oultios‘ of transport were bbiug onoountered and !;hat the
domomliin’cion in the ranks of the Austrians was no less nmarked

than in those of the Serbé. Further, enall oonsignments of mmn{tton
were at hst ‘in spite of 1ntor!‘erenoa by the Bulgar)ana, boglnning
to arx'ive fron Ruasla a.nd “ranoo.("’ho Russian oontribution was
’brought domn the Danube to the mouth of the Timok Rivor, whehoe

ran a narrow gauge rallway to Kish, 'mo ahips were fired on from
Bulgaria.n shore , and an unsuooesul\:l atbempt was subsequently made
by armed Bulpgarian be.ndslto blow up a tunnel near _Zai‘tchai-. Both
efforts falled, The Port of Zntry for the French shells wns

‘ Salonika, and thenoe they had to be transported up the 1‘anway

rnnnlng through l.aoed‘onia along the Vndar. Here a band of Bulge.ria.n

trregulax‘s, 1nvaded Serbian tex-rltory, blew up the bridgea over

’ tha rlvor, and burned 1ta wooden plllara. Some trains were alrcady

over but o,tbau wero ddeed for over a wo_ek.)

20,



1e ne, Bl

e vy, 208,
Y. D7, 383,
e nre 416,

‘e N 60,

Ie Dile 208-

e PRe 382,

" The arrival of munitions removed the prirnoipal cause of rotreat
and it had beoome necassary, at all costs to roétora the mora) of
the aol‘diorb. This oould only be dons by a vigorous counteroffensive,
King Poter, od, deaf and siok, foined his Army in the f101d and

addressod his men as follows; "feroos,"” he said, "you have taken

two oathsweono to ms, your King, and tho other to your country,

I am an old, broken man, on the adro of the grave, and I releaso
vou from vour oath to ", f‘rom your pthar oath no ons o¢sn re)easo
ybu. If you feel “hat ‘);cu ou‘nnot Fo on, £0 to your horss, and I‘
‘prledso my word that after the war, if wo come out of it, nothtng
sfmli happen to you, Butwe] and my sons “atay‘ here," This appeal
had its offoot and not & man left the ranks, The gta.(‘l“ had ale
ready sot ab;aut the organization for the one last bid for ﬂdﬁofy
and on Dec, 2nd, Marshal Poutmik ordered that on Dao, 3rd, tho three
Serblan Armios, together with the Ushitza Amy, should attack al.ng
the wholo front,

| Up to this point tho strategy o(‘ptho Austrian ‘staff had been
planned on broadly conceived lines an¢ was within reasonable
distance of suoc_ess!‘hl exeoution, Employing Souvobor as & pivot,

with their right wing ho'lding o very ati‘ong position on Malyen and

‘their left firmly established south of Pelzrade, they were attsmpte

ing to ewing their rieht in the direotion of Tohatehak and 1" lanovate
and their loft down tho Yorava River through ﬁ?‘.lade'novatz. This
plan, if suocezsfully carried out, would have render.'d untonable

the heights of ﬁotlk_d and ensbled them to round up the Serbian
forces tog&thoi"with the arsonal at Kragujevatz and f;he oapture of
Nish would have i“ﬁlowed as a’mﬁﬁter,or oourse, 'x‘n:‘ maneuver,
tho{;gh nou;ié enough, had certain disadvantages, It involved an

extention of front whioh ‘oould bo aooémplibhed only by weakening

‘the ocenter, and the right wing (XV and XVI Corps) had already been

pushod far from its base and was evelL now served by very inferior

: oc{mmhioatlons.' Under the oiroumstances, however, General Potlorek
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ooneidored a Sorbian rovival highly improbable and the risk justified,
As wo shall prosently ges thour: his stratery was rever allowed to
dovelop, for it was preoisaly at that nquod whan tire Anltiian left
was being strengilhonod and oved to the right bank of the Folubaras,
that larshal Poutnik leunched his éfaat counteroffensive,

The Sorbiun pla’n had for its objoot Lho plorsing of the Astrian
conter and than falling upo';nd orushing the separatc parts ‘o!' the two
Armies in detail, The 2nd‘ and 3:'d Armiog, by reagon of thn ground
tefore thom wore in a comparatively favorable position :or attack,
The task which lay before the Ushitza and lst arny, hoz-.rvetj, was mioh |
more diffioult, The entire suocoss of the counterattack hinged on
the ability of the lst Arcy (now commanded by Goneral “ishitch) to
reach tho 1ine; “alyen=-SouvoboresProstrouga, Yhile the Ushitza Army
vas charged v)lth the proteotion of tho loft flank of the lst Army and
fue fatlure 1o do 80 would moan irrotriovable disaster,

" At this tire tho four 3ivisions of tho lst Army mustored only
22,000 bayonsts tut the several davs rest permittod them by the
oreny coublné with tho Tao£ that artillery enzunition hed oomnenoéd
to arrive, servod to improve the moral of thoe troops, Faysically
restod and onoouragoed by the stirring m;ugo from the King they
attacked on tho morning of Doo, 8rd with such fury that the Austrians
were taken completoly by surprise, They ‘appeared to have been so
absorbed with their success--so confident of a tfiumphsl warch
forward-~that thoy had neglooted the most elementary precautions
for their security, and, as a re&ﬁit, were ocaught moving liesurely
along {he roads, not in the open ocountry, but in vaiieys and
passes oomnanded by the héighﬁ above, By 9100 A.M, an aijvanoo
or the whole front had been reglistered and a number of officers--
mon and oconsiderable ‘mateficl_baptur‘e@‘. Keoovering from tho first: }
shook the Aﬁhﬁ%tau‘rosi#tunéo atiffeh§é somewhat but by nightfall

the 1zt Army had advarced to the lire: Koshtounicha~-Teaohina-

Vrazovitza, The Ushitra Army roached the 1ino: Godoun--Hill 870
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with u‘;Q rizht but ite lufl., moobing strong :bmauion ving u:wt?lo

to do more than hold m own, ’ . ‘
To the north the 3rd Army was auMeoted to a strorg attack

but hold and direoctod a burnins movement agalnat the hostile rizht

=ith suoh suoccess that tho Combined Division evertuelly esteblished

1ts01f on Kanal--siozod a portion of the helghts ¥rlaya and threatonod

- the Austrian rear, ‘From theuo positions tho attack was renowed at

10130 Pylf, in a dosporate offort to throry the enemy back on the
River Lig,

On tho front of the 2nd Army tho Morava I oapturéd Shtaratoh
(379) and Balln Grob (329)-~tho outlying defenses of Kremontiza
%ange, Timok I, after a short but stronuous attack; soourod the
heights of B“t"?"ﬁ“ Vis (ééﬁ) und Ivzovatoha (271) while Slxdvrxad.ia

I, driving in holtilo opposition raachod the geroral 1in§: Yapar

(261)--0krelai:--dlill 187, The lrdoperdent Cavglry"mvlsion bogan
working up the valley of Touria, |
Doo, 4th,

In front ‘of‘ the lst Army the enemy were obs‘o‘lr'ved evaouating .
Prostrouga but mrthér adyance in that direction and Souw;bor wAS
hold baok due to the difficulty the Ushitza Army vas having in
holding its ground under torrific counterattaoks delivorod by the
Austrian XVi Corps, The 3rd Army was ‘al‘uo ahécked by enemy
reslstance but made some progross, The vrlaya wasg oooupled with
the exception of its highost point--the Auutrians pulling up on
the line xik--Tohiksr--Vrlqyan-Lipet.

conownh.g the 2nd Army, there: wes littlo to report. "fne .
Kmmnlzta ranpe prosented a vory formidable obstaole tg the
advanco toward Lagaravatz and all attacks by ﬁhu !f'oruvnf‘! gr.d
Timok I broke dovm before a stubborn defense, The right column
of tho shouma'é!"ia:: Il:jii'a?.‘i‘.‘lod to roach Arapovatz but tho loft, finding.
1111 187 itrongly“fqréiﬂod, attaoked at 4:00 P}, and onptured
it, The Indepondent Cavalry Division made, gone additional progress
up the Touria Valley, while to the east, strong hostile forces

23
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approaching from the north, omme in oontact glth the d;ttohmnnt of

éo{grugog
mo:SQ\ ,

During the oourae of the day the Austrian turning movement
ugainst the northurn front of the uorbc d«vnloped intu a sorious
rorace and the Timok I was relieved and dispatohed {Deoc, 8th) to
the assistanog of the Detachment of Rolgradeuoits sbandonod front
being takon over by oloments of +kc lMorava 1 and Shousadig I, %he
Torave T pustod its attank on tho Krgnmoritza Fanps which, thowth
Jdespurately 6ererdad, 785 finally captured with ths excention of
Hi31 371, Apparextly; this result was sowwhat unuzpoetud by the
“mstrian ¥igh Command for, although obvious preparations for a
countorattaok were observed, it failed to matorialize,

An essault undertaken by tho right of Shoumandia I apainst Rill
212 yialded no resulte savo a fow p?iuoners but ites left prog;eshad‘
as far as Hill 173 and effootec laison with Timok I noar Zooks (as
rotod this division did not move to tho assistance of tho Lotashment
of Belgrade untll the 6th), |

A, oz, 52, The ‘3rd Army continuod to hold Tchiksr and the rest of 1ta front

L. pg. 216, aralnnt repeatod assaults,

Ko pgs 386, Tho ‘st Army prescod forward with such vigor that it soon regained

H. pg. 415, Ats former poaitions of Prostrouga-=Rayatz=~Souvobor--Babina,
vieroing the Anafrian‘conterMand making it impossiblo for their
foroes in the HSIubara a2d wosters Vorava Valley to rerder mutual
‘agsistancs to ono anothor, | | ‘ .
or 1ts part the Ushitza Army was engaged in heav& fighting on hotﬁ 
banka of tho waetern Horava and, despite atubborn rosistanco, it
was foroed to give ground et some poinfs. Honnvor such local sot
baoks wore no.longer frausht with danger as it was now obvious that
sven a partial success ﬁoﬁ)d throw the Austriens in full retreat,
This was obtainod later in the day‘by tho ﬁahitzﬁ‘ﬂrirado on&Rt;
‘Kretats and under the influence of thia taotioal victory the whole

of the hostile foroos commencod to rbt&ro.
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“rhoro was 1ittle doubt now but {hat the 3rd Austrian Invasion

weuld prove av: vor rreatar failire than the first, Their rirht *

had teer hadly cut up during the ktrvrg'glc on “t, Yrrtats and, “uving

followed up the viotory by a night attaok (Dvo, Bth) the Ushitse

Ariszy suoceoded in regaining possession of Cogaa Fora and Zeleni

Brog,

Bofore the lst &fmy, 6ll evidence of organited resistance had now
dipuppeared and the battle degenerated into av more chase of the
o:xonr;v along the muddiod ronds, :::ntire battalions were roundod up
and sont to the rear and the ocapture of ocannon and nataricl beoame
60 oommon p‘iaoa that Gonoral {dshitoh ceased avon to colle;\t or
report his booty, By nightfall the last remaining chain of
fortresses (lialyeneeRouda~«tednik=oGoukoahi) waa“ in Serbian hands
and tho Austrians in full flight toward Valjevo,
The offect of this rout was not lost on the forces facing the 3Ird
\r ’", and, once nressurg wae ralieved, itgtook up ths pursail,
Liut was taken aarly, to bo fonowed shox‘th by Tehiker, - Homvor
tho .\ustrian forces on the geotor of Kromenitza Lange still oocupied
by thox ow’ firn and in order to broak down this obstaole to the
capturo of Lazarovate, the Drina II (3rd Army) was deployed on tho
loft of the position, | |
On the north the onew directod a violent attack against the extreme
right on Varovnitu. This wing was at onoce - atrengthonad by the
introduotion of thq Poserves of the detnohmont o!‘ Belgrade, Th.ss,oi
px-ovod 1naurﬂoiont howeyver, and tho situation booamo so pre‘-'
carious that thu Timok 1 (as nlroadv mntioned) vias taken vtrom tho
2nd Army and dispatohed by foroe marchos to Yosmi. ‘
‘ ' Dec, Tth

Tho p@rsuat'aohtiﬁuéc ralontlossly throughout the day, Tho
"shitza Army was following olasaly it adversary in the sactor
Tozha a--’(osyeritoh--ﬂvahitzq‘,' while the tlioops of the 1st Army,

lonvin- thedr 'suppl;y colwms far in rear, rushed forward and
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sucovodod 4in isolating’lorge Lodiond of hostile tr&ops by ocutiing the

comemnioations betwpon foukoshi snd lionitza and butween lalyen and Vellevo,
“hn Srd Ar-v olearad the enewy in itg “ront srd, after a giabhorn

fignt, the 2nd arny, itk t7o aesistancs of Drina YT, oceupicd ihe

.
‘H

Treswenten héightk;
In front of the Bolgrade Detachment, fighting or a vory sevore
nature continuad throughont the day and, thourh nuwmroue assaults
wero beater off, the Juctriars gained somo ground,
Deo, Eth

On Decenber 6th the two pﬁrsuing Arnios arrived boforo Ushitza
and valjfevo, Anple tirg had boon available for the garrisons to prew
pare additionnl doforsive sorke end e stand was uxpootsA, Thu Vahitza
ury mot with considorable reslstance hng nothinz now oould stop then
und tho fanous 16th Corps soon turnad tail and ware fleeins toward:tho
“ardor, Aﬁ‘Valjovo the approuches had beon entrerched and guns rore
1, position, Eoaover. tho Serbs refusod a frontal attack but worked
nrounA the flanks and struck st the Avstrian rear--taking ﬂham a8
+' ‘nlately by surprise ao ié troy had fever Froard of thedr soming,
wiblian forces wora’short1§

Port of the

+ siotance b}oke {awdintely and t?e tagh
“aroliiny thréuzh tho towm toward Loznitza wnd Shabatz,
lst auny pushed alonu the Loznitza road, purt tovrard Shubatz, while
tha 3rd Army, with ita left alréady over the Kolubara south of Oub,
terpan to‘wheol to the north,vpivoting on Lazarovst; with 1ts outer -
“lank following the direétion Oub--Ohrenovate, .Tho Battle on th§
westorn front was now viry ua]ly over, Tho Au#t;inna, split up into
divars colums, vore speoding toward the border with no thousht or
1~olinntion oven for roar guard aotlon, yielding prisonors in nasso

asd shodding field guns and oontiy cquipmant with less ooapunotion than
tue crew of &’ sinking ship ‘ottiaon moblle dond wotrht.

by Dec, 10%th the Ushitza nrmy had sesn tho last of its foo; oﬁef the
Iring and throe days later tnn lot Arxy ocoupled the lowor reaohes

~f the Drina ard Sava from logritza to Shabatz.‘

1"

In the north tre cnemy attask co: Limred width unarntnﬂ fury, %e;ng
Adreeboed prlosden i wnanat o=l wdy vt sl Lasue hung ’

upoh sucesssiu) reslebanes in il seen, additlonal unlts (Shouvaadia

-2,



TY woa drpesferrad t4ther fron the 2nd Aray, lovartleless,
Jetrdla iloge soloioren ente, mlovapn (E20) wac taken and a }itile.

Yaler ossond Yhself Tolly For a fow houirs the fats of the whole

coeebian vistory hung in balineo, ond the oonsequerces of ilhu sot

bagt wd Wt have bonn dlsasbtious had riot somo troops from tho dotache
cont of Nbronovatz wrrivued on the logatoha Krdo ~ where they wore

alin Lo tako the attask in flank und chook 5ts propress, This re=-

S Lo uatled the Serbe Lo reform and, undor protuotton of artillery

o foshoatitea (465) thoy 1mmudlatoly oounfe:nttaokod. The iustrians

‘umfﬁndﬂd il proat stubhornnoas but by,5|u0 P, ¥, Yalovagn was

stop od ﬁnﬁ ratalor,  dus prlnoipuliy to n flanking attuck from the
valley of the Koysolire, A hostile aounterattack, undertakon a half
power latur, falled and by 4100 ¥l Xosral was again in Serbian hands,
The hedt 1o eontinucd throuphout the night in the Varovnites seotor
T, Jernt#% portods of criéis, the Zerhs held tvolr rround,
| | Iwo, QtH

A1l 2av the Anabrians innde 1opoated atlacks against the whole
of the ferbian front (north) and, in partioular, against Varovhltza,
T ﬁhﬂ strugsle dnvulnrod 1nto ono of gront ”erooity, ?or both
ALY realinad thnt the finhl issue of tho srd Invasion was now at

«141» Mo >poctaou VS prorross was repistered but the Serbs

“ovg ually soourad the uppor hand and the Hapsburg foroes gradually

saeneed Lo give woy . A Brigade of Cuvulry viag at once dispatoked

“low hi Eoigshnit:a Tiver and‘northwnrd toward Obronovate to

recwrt any passage of tho Kolubara éhd %0 orowd the hosﬁiié‘fbfcea ‘

into the evar narrowing trianglo whioh hed 1ts apex at Balgrade.
Dnc. loth

The order for ponera; pu“suit was insued on thu evanin( of Deo;

‘“fn--‘ﬁn adverca to tegin at 7100 AL, Dec. llth. Tbe Srd Army

"(zow canaistinr of tha Combincd Fivision, Drina 11, Tinek II and the‘

1 dopondunt Cavalry D‘vision) uas to advanoco by the road utepoyovntz--

I, o il dy e St el af Mowoyvats ot Lhe JIrd
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Par. troops telanpirg to tho [wtachaent of Belprade whioh wqu then
oonoar.tyratod irn the Xosnel Eootor, wore piucod under tre ogmand of
yurshal Stopanovitoh (2nd Army) and given the miasion of driving tho

oromy toward tho oapitol along the road Sibnitzaw--Tsignanki Koutohe

c :
(360) and over territory lying to its left, .Tho dotaotment of Bolpyrdo

(now ovneircing of tho lorava I and the 3rd Ban troops concontrated

on the \mrovnit: n sootor) wag to proceed by the ma'n Bolgrade rouxd
and ovor: torra&v to its yight, oooupy Orodska and maintain laison, on
tho left, \-dth reorganized 2nd Army and, on tho .1ght, thh ths detaoh=
mont of Branitohovo, wh&oh had oomo up and oooupied uudnrati, and

was guards ng the entranco to the Yorava vulley.

Timok' 11 {3rd Aw) was ordor‘od to ocoupy Cub and Gbrenovaiz for

protootion of tho left flank, waila the Morara II was detnohod from

‘ tho lst Arwy and !nst;:w,acte<l to join the 3rd fv=m Ly orossinp the

volubara hntwoeﬁ 'rfor;atitz'a n:d Stepb_\.mva‘tz.
Do, 11¢h
The Bolgrade dotao}me‘n\;:’ advanoing. m two oolwmns, ?Lhoi loi‘t
on hoviona nnd tho xight on Straahn, early care in eontaot vith tho
ustriam along the: guneral line Stmzha,--!gpa--xovlom, nhloh
though but )mtny forti!‘ied was a yory i‘omtdnblo position. 'Ihe‘ |
“orbs immodintoly deplryed nnd vtu\c(ed mlonr the nhnlo nnu vrlth |
the main o!‘l‘ort rj\reobed tomxrd Strazha, Such vas the i‘ierconeu
of the attuok that tho mstrims proolpitutely ubandored the nountain,
2xpasing v,.y'pa to flank attaok—-:m opportunity whloh,tho Sor_ba im-
‘odintely attempted to take ndvantago of but were atoppoc; by hoavy
armla}y rm from K111 306,
oo, 12th
b Tho attao‘r odnﬂmwd on, 701:‘* sidos of the %rsrha-—t avamw
de r\ekrdmp o+nbborr*1v emd counte*attacking mpoatcdly tut h" nl(ht
tho uorba had auocooded in working up to wit‘nin §0 yards of the ,
‘uotrian posi’ \-ions, from Koviona to If11l 3C4, in prcspmation f‘or
nioassanly nd dner, o the 1ol tie Tivolr 1 Tivision (2nd .n""_\')

seant ol See hateoidg of T 410 s TA e ey aerar A Prant of Bhe
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trd Aray, after & movning of hard fighting, gave way complotely
and wero soon in f‘ught towsrd the north. The Drina O imiodiately
took up the pursuit and antered Dorak ut 6;00 E,tly at wnloh thee
a oavalry brigade was rushed up from Vreocsti and cispatohed via
Fonatiize townard ""oshtaritza in an offort to cut off the hostile
forcos, /
Uso, 18th

At 9445 A, Lypa was carried by u h‘o:it“ﬁl assault, This
oxposed the defondors on Koviowa to .(‘lankin& i‘ire from both Lypa
and Hill 418ewwith the rosult that this oom.a.(ding ground was
{mediately abandoned, the artillery and infantry retreating along
the roed, toward the commanding heights of Avala, with tﬁo Sorbe
in oloce purwit‘. At 1‘2’{40 P,M,, aftur an intenso artiller;; prope
nration, !Iill; 305 and 204 wore attacked and ta)'eﬁ. 'J'hls 8U000E6
destroyod oomplotoly any 1doa thnt tho Auatris.na might havo
cherighed ot retrieving tbo position and onoe more pursuit, along
tho whole front bogan.

Tho two armida welre now entoring a smullor trianglo with 1ts
aepox at Belgrado &nd its base stretohinp- f‘rom the mouth of the

‘olubara. to‘\ ﬂradaka. : The tarrain onqowaued thoroin uas genara]ly'

rountaica “ and very iavorable for(dafunsa but ao rapid was the
pursuit oi‘ the Sarba that by everxing one oolumn oi‘ tho Timok I
Diviaion (2nd army‘ had paased around Avala, whlle tho othor got
in rea.r of tha Austx'ian raar guard x-otix mg from Kovionur a.nd
xounded it up, together with 8 battauon or chaaseura._ The »
Shoumdia. I (2nd Arnw).reaohcd crlovatz, Qatr&de the Topohidore

.‘\« ',‘

Rivor e.t approximwly ’cho eme’ time.  :':‘ Y

The detnohmsnt o!‘ Bo]grade P

in order bo mintai

pntohed‘ throo atrong “i‘lyine; ool\mms. On the right by Bolétoh--

in tho oéntor, by vﬂ.oh n towmd Kmtchma (I{ill)‘ and on t‘\e left’
by Alsva tomrd Torlake

Or the front of tho Zrd Arny, the Drina II attacked at 6:00 P,If,’
ard eantarad the Yoimhbe of Uwsnonln snd Alen tnrned toward the

2%y
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{the holphts of Feirovgob, This olsiacle thay approsched at mide
night, in s downpour of rain, und inwndiately doploysd for uttaok,
The progress of the left wing hnd boen loss rapid ﬁhan headquarters
would havo Hlikod. Evory offort had heon made to hurry the Cavalry
mvlsion along the Sava valley wi,th the mission of cutting oome
mmloﬁﬂoﬂs botwoen Belgrade end Soni.lvin“but tho nature of the
ground ard shell fire from the river monitors, whioch reked the
Nakish Plain, considerably retarded the advance, lNevertholoss
vofore ntg}itfali tho Austrians were driveﬁ out of Hoshtanitsa and
forosd to fight their wa\y toward Jarkovo.
‘ Doo. 13

‘ M; 3130 AJM, Deina IT (3rd M'nv) oaptured Fotros grob wi.th a
bayonot charge, In front of the 2nd Army the Auatriane wore
ogoupying very strong positions on the héights aro\md Torlak and
totwoen Wé}’ovlt:A--stonfaq and Stfaﬁﬁévi'tzd. : The shmx‘madin‘l |
advasced againet tho left o!‘ thia line while Timok I manouvered
for an aasault agaimt 'rorlak ('I‘no ground 1n front ol’ Timok I was
open and offored the enemy an unbroken fiold of‘ £‘1re. Tha whole
xorning was used bv the divlsion in getting 1nto pajition for attaol')
At 10:00 .\,u. strazhevitza was ta}'on and. lutox‘ Ra}'ovitza.(!n ’che

1er£ “; ‘;{tho 3rd ‘Army was g’onquins tho rofreating enenw along the
roads Pétrovgrob--mn zbe and !{onhtanitzo---Jalomikp\rhilo a
Brigado of Cavalry was working along the Meish Plain in an attampt
to reaoh the bridses and out off the rotrea’b.

By noon t‘ne cenhax‘ oolumn or the detaohment of Bolgrade roachod

Lhe Kretohn‘m (hill) aeotor while its left was approaohing struzhara.
At 2;30 P.M. Timok I, aasisted on 1te loft by tho right of Shoumdia ;
I, wont forward to the: attnn\: of 1or1ak and &lmost im-todiately ovox-
ran the hostile flrst line. On the left elemants of the Cowmined
Division (Brd Armv) had ronched Jarkovo whila, on the 15 ht, the

dotaohmont of Relrrade prooeaded to the ﬁasa.u1+ of Straz}nra. At

A8
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3100 P, Kretohans (town' wms hevrindly sbandorad, At 4100 M,
Tarlak was carried at i*e point of thn tayonot ard Snounadia 1
turred to the sssistancy of the ¥rd Army, AL 4150 Iy, atour
foll to Shoumndia I aid at tho sume time utrazhara; in spite of

strong rosistance, wins tuken by the dutmchmont of Belprade, Tho

only cheok pdninistorod during the day was to tho gavulry brigade whieh

viag stopped by oross fire fron the Austrian positionu and the
river monitors.
“ight saw 1o arrest te tha aotion, The Jerbian batteries ocontinued
firing on the rotreating forcos while the conter of the detaohw
ment of Bolprade fought 1ts way stoadily toward Ekmeklouk and its
right pashed toward 7rino and Kloups, \ ‘
Doo, ‘16th

- The right colwwn of the detachmunt of Bolprade mot wlth‘strong
roar g@grd uﬁtion tn front of ?finb nnd ?loﬁpe but at ?;00‘1. W,
ﬁhv rc§1§tancn waa”ered ard by”é:sb A, ¥ t“n keirhts had hnon
taven; eklouk WaE aocup& 0 1ulore dawn and thu uorbs wi.h +ha!z
guna now on tho haishta bcfo"o Belgrada bugnh sholllnv tho pontoon

~'A‘ N

brldges.

nt 7400 A.h. a dotaohmon" f Cavalry (2nd hrmw) ontorod Balgrade
to be rollowed 1 tcr by tho‘Infantry of thu dotaohﬁant or Bolgrade.
Street fightlnr of tha fnorcost naturo continued throughout tho

day but by nlght the lnpt of the Adétrinn forcon nora either aoross

the river ov had surrondered. Thus ignominously onded tho 3rd

tustrian invaulon.

Qf the Arwy of 3(0 000, whiob orossed the Drina und gava

Rivers, aortainly no more than 200,000 raturned 323 offloers

and 41 215 mon wero cakcn prieonors, upproxinately G0,000 wure :

[

%1'1&6 or woundod nnd the oau&pmont abnndoned in the headlong

fliaht fo the bordar Aincalculakla. Tiero ware suocossea mor
vnst but 1t 15 douLtful whothor any had e more important boaring

upon’ the immodiats progress of thu war, Tha victory ‘of the Kolubara

M
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constitutos one of tho groatost doeds in military history, end ir
uﬁiﬁuo in its oxamplo of the mannor in which an army, 11£‘cquipped
and‘without roserves, was able, notlwithstanding the absenco of
natorial=tho fatiguo of almost incessant fighting=-and with al.
nost certain dofoat staring it in the fﬁoo, to riso up and snatoh
s brilliant viotory out of a monaoing and disastrous eituation, .
The presence of the King at the front, tho atraterx of the
staff, tho élm&ly”aﬁr!fﬁl\of amemnition and tho leadership of
“ighitoh (Gereral Mishitoh was made 8 Field varshal on the battié-~
fteld in reward for the nugnifioont eohioveiwent of the lst army
under his comnnnd), all ocontributed to the g_l‘o‘r‘i‘oua. result of this
great battle; but the chief honor mist go to the Serbian soldiers, -

who, worn out by years ét warfare, suffering from hardships unw

_heard of in othor armiee and demoralized hy weoks of defeat, rose

with rengwpdlgohragq at tho&r‘ébuh¥ryis'é§11; and with unsurpassed
#nibﬁb;“dro§§‘tho woll armed and'dlefiﬁilhoq arnles of the Hapsburgs

beyond thoir frontiers in utter rout,

32,



ANALYSIS

L briaf analysie of this cavpnien car, mr}mps; Yost te nade
bty a coupurisgon of tho zmtixoda--tncfioa upd mansuvers uesd by both
the iustrians and Sorbians--uith the principles outlined in our
Fleld forsioco Kegulations ard taught at this sohodl.

F¢§yRy~vpnra, 550--pago 119,

"Unleu tho aituation and strorpth of the available forces
irdioate the adviaability of hold‘mg. tho rivos line as a H.ne of
résintanoe, it is usually Lest t» hold the nass of thu foroes ih a
position in readinces at suoh distance to the rear that thoy can
$nterveno at any point whore n orossing nay be attemptod, The
river lino is then hold by rolative weak detachments) séronger

dotachnonts with resorves are postod at the most probable points
of orossing.”

The Sorbs attomptod to hold some hindred miles of river front.
(Drhﬁ. erd sé'\}a) by & eordoﬁ de!‘?ﬁsa‘. This was far teyond the
oaptx‘bi“li‘tiés of her small aray, . | ‘

Rosult--;‘mon the Auatrian att&ok camo, their poaitione wore onaily
carriod and thay wora for ccd to. x‘all baok. Thus ba,«;an s. retreat
that they were nob e.ble +.o ntqp \mtil they hud ronohad ﬂwir ﬂnal
posltions bo!‘oro Mnanovﬁtz. Had they held tho rivor front \wit}x
woak i‘oroes--with _strong rdsarves statiomd at stratogio pointa--
tbay would, in ‘all probabi.nty, have been ablo, at leu.at, to dolay

the Auctrian advance for daya.

F ] R.--para 490--page 490. .

‘ "Parsuit >or\ia dooisivaly dafeated enorw must bo pnahod to tho ‘

utmost imit oi‘ tho phyai.onl ondurance of tho troopa and no’ 6pportun1ty

5iwn him to reorganize hi.s i‘oroes and raconat tuto his defonse.
This cannot be aecovplis}wd bv a stralght pushinr baok o!‘ t‘w ‘
hoatih f‘orcas on their llnau of com\unicatton. mreot preasure is

conbired with outflanking maneuvsr etc,"



Wrile the Serts wore never decisively dofaatods-thelr minare
joally inferior armyeetheir laok of all .ecessary supplies, partic-
ularly ammunition, und thoir low state of woral, once thoy began to
fall baok, placos thom in the above catagory, |

The Austrians mro'infurlably slow to follow up their success,
Result~wThe Serbians were always ablo to extrioate thomsslvos--at
‘timoa fran d‘m.gar‘ous positions~=fall baok and reconstitute their
detense.

, On the other hand the Serbim let and Uahitza Amles--onoe they
had the Auotria.n XV and XVI COrps on the rune=-sero relentloss in
pursuit,

Re sult==Two woll equipped=-and num.rically superior forcog were
dooisively defeated and their retreat turned from an orderly withe
¢rawal to an utter rout, Yad Coneral Poutsik followed the 'am
tnotios in the north by ;mahinr the . Advanoa ot‘ his 3rd Army vmat

of the Kolubura, they rosults might havo been the saue,

F.S.R.‘-.-pél‘a‘.: ‘4'}3--;)350 96,

"‘!'he obJect of a major attack in a ste.bil"ized sitvation wia
to foroe tho enomy mto open ground ‘with 'a vio\v to th subsoquent
dafeat by the appucation of tha mothodu oi' open mrrare. The -

ob aotiw aL& diroot&on o!‘ the attaok aro so eeleo 'd thut a, auoceas-’

ful off‘onsive aotlon wnl render the omw'a goneral poaition
untenable n;sq! force @ withdrawal on a Mde rrox;t.

~General Potiorek's pltf;: of attack (ddu‘lil‘e:"peng‘tfa‘tiq#): against
the Kolubare posit{ox‘l‘ was itratogioauy scind ‘bdt\‘hi‘.a ‘céieoﬁlion of
an cb*octive ’ on the front of the "orbian lat Amy, was ruulty. Hed
he- deployed his masa i‘urtnor sout.h nnd struok the extrom left of
the. lat Arnw thoro 13 8O doubt but that ho oould, at that tlme, . ‘
beve piaroed the breaoh betweon the lst and mhit:a Amlos--outflanked
the dominating ram,e or Souvobor ar.d i'orced tho evaouauon of 'both
it and Goukonhi--a manouvar whioh would have foroed tho Sorbn to ‘

oporeate a speedy roetroat to the positions before tflanovate itself



end pnight have cut the Ushitru Army from tho malp Serblan forces,
This fallure to proporly appreociaste the terraine-nocecsitated
eight days of strenuous fighting to drive tho Sorbo from their
positions, - It presented tho Sorbian Cormander in Chief with éomo
vury preoious time and in the final analysis defeated the Austrian

vlans of rounding up the little Serblan imy in its entirely,

Fo5sRem-para, 205w-epare 41,

"Irformation is tho hasis not only of nlans of oparation but

also of measures taken by a command for its seoutiry,"
~ bore, 2CE=mpuge 41,

A oom&n‘d\ protecto Yi.ytso‘_)’.;iv_‘_a{;ainat t'.0 sorpriss attaok of
hostile ground ttx.:ogps by roconnal esance » by tho employment of
ssourity defaohments, and by the adoption of the mecessary moacures
;co insure tho i‘oad,lnqu for action of its component units,"

Apparently the Austrians wore 0 abséi‘hod in their 6uccass, 80
sure and acoustomed to ﬁotory, 50 oonfldeﬁt of a ,triumph#l march
forward that on Dec, 3¥rd, whon the xv zmd xvy Corps bogu.n to.move toward tha
Sorbian i‘innl positions be!‘oro Hnanovntz, they nosleot«ad tho
clementnry procautione mentionod a.bova. quult--'rhey wore caught,
by the lst !.rmy, mvin& 1o;surely along the roads--—not in open
country--but 1n va.lleys a.nd, be!‘oro they could reoover rron\ tho
shock end ceploy !‘or» defonse tha Serbs hed 1ni‘liotgd heavy caaualitiea
vron them and orested a state of pent o from which they nover
recoverod, ‘

It has _been stated that an ounce of optimism is worth a lnrge
vesorve. On tho othex' ht\nd, hawevor, to oarry thin to tho point ‘
of blinding oneself‘ to the’ enenv'a oapabllitiae, !nvitea d!suter.

There oe.n bo no dou’bt bub tha.t tho ropoated failuro or tho
.ustrian landeru to proporly evahuwo the little Sarbisn Army
cortributod in no sman pru't to tho defeat of tho 5rd Invasion.



FoSKymmpare, 426=epr.ge 86,

‘;Ilo terrain oar, in gonoral, doﬂnitoly stop an ogprossive
gdece aquirpod with adegunte rwans etn," ‘

As ‘sto.u-d, Serbie, vith the exquption of the Matochva Flain,
is & knot of nille and mountairs, interscoted with doep mlieya
and praotioanlly dovoid of roads and railroads, ' Yet tuo largo
hostile armios wero able to penetrate inlund some sixty milegww
got up their supplies--amminition and heavy artillery and suocess-
fully MAnoUVor,

The logistioa of tMa campaign shculd make en interesting study

and is rooomnonded,

F.S.i{,’-:;p&i"a. 351-;page 7,

"Mume ri onl inforiority does not neorssarily commit a oommand
t§ e defensive attitude, Suporior hostile strength may bo overcome
through groatar mobility. higher u\orale, and bettor leadership,
.,uperior 1oadorchip oi‘ban enables & numrically 1n.f’ox'ior foroe to
Ye atronmr at tho point of Recisiva aotion'." :

1r, Frice iu his took ctates as fouowas "The victor\; of tbe
holubara. covatit,utes one of the hr.ost doode in mniteny nistory,
and is unique in its exaxnple oi‘ the mamer in .1hiah an arnw, i1l
oquippod wan ab]o not wi.thato.nding tho absenoo o!' mtorial p.nd
the fatigua of uncoaa!ng v:oxk in thn tx‘onches and \dth certain ‘
defoat staring it i:g tho facq to :isﬁ up and snatch a br“nuant and
dooiéivé viotory ov'& of a menacing and disastrous siﬁu&t’yiéx’\:. Credit
for this nust bo ao,ecf;%gg‘d tho gailant sdl'Bimn‘aoldiein and to their

superior loadg;rsﬁ.""
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