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This paper Ja basod ontirel,v on i)\v book, "Lorbift'e i&rt in 

tbc« i t>r" by Crawford JVico, I t is the only souroo, in "s r^lUh, thut 

I Jmvj bof»n nMo to !oo»^* vM?V ro a, at ">11, into th« dotftils of 

IV• <•" "oo .usfrfan lT.vneJ3r.il, f'o vopifl^ai'on h«\8 Vflnn possible 

exoopi*'>n v<a7 >rot.d lir.oa, :a» l-rifto ot u a , i-.o-rover, tlu'.t nls 

aooovtnts of tlvq n l lUaiy oporntlone uoro oonpliod i'ro» his own notes 

(ho vsas a miU1«ry corrospondont attiioivod to the Serbian Oonoral 

Stafif*), from KJ.B ooritribwtiona to the London Timog, from Information 

oulii'd fron individual xu;i-l8, and from detnils and ordera plaoed 

at his diopoaal by the Sorbiftn Ooneral Staff, 

X ha'-ij oa/afully traood his aooount of tho 3rd Invasion on 

'cho rmp furnishod nith hie book and ihookod tlu> resul ts against the 

positions and m&nouvers of tho various Armies as shown by tho .tUfiti'i 

of/ioiftl maps* Only in minor details do they differ and I an of 

tho opinion, therefore, that ho presented as accurate a pioturo as 

oan bo l'ound of the war on thot front. 



THK KOWBARA CA.VPAION 

To understand tho oampaigr which followe i t mî ht bo ivoll to 

e*amino briefly the physical geography of tho Serbia of 1914* Wo 

aoe that to th* west and north i  t i  s boui.ded by tho Drina, Sava, 

and Danube i For 30 nij,^» ftjpng tho lower Drina there i« eocvethine 

approaching a plain, widen beovmes wider as i  t approaches the Sava, 

and extends along tho right bank of that rivor to tho Danube* It 

is never very broad--ia flat in i t  s northern hall' but muoh broken 

up with ridjres to the south and east* For the reat, Serbia i  s a 

knot of h i l l  s and mountains which ascont steeply upin tho uppor 

Drin* and stretch eastward to the main Buikkn Range* Bxoept for 

, n;, 46, the Kapaonik Mountains in the oenter there are few well defined 

l , Pf;, 06, range8/ There ere, howovor, a great many mountain groups and lsO

. pr# 730, latod peaks (some of whioh rise to the height of 7000 feet and ever), 

" . pr, 106, interseoting the country with deep valleys and towering mountain 

c. pp. 260, passes, The prinoipal rivor Vs *ho great Morava, flowing through 

eastern Serbia from sofcth to north. Its valley, with that of the 

Vadar, opens the oountry from one o»d to the other and forms the 

main artery of oommunioation. 

The railroads are determined by the river valleys. The one 

trunk line, Belgrade to Constantinople, runs up the Korav\ valley 

to Nish, There i  t branohos east to Constantinople and south, 

following tho vallevs of the vor&va and Vadar, to Salonika, 

Krafw.ievats, the arsenal, i  s on a branoh line to tho west of the 

Morava valley, A lino fol lows the valley of tho Kolubara to 

Val.ievo, and another run8 almost due east from Vftljovo, oonnoot

ing with tho main line at Mladonovatt, From a station on this 

latter line there io a short spur following the valley of the tig* 

There are a few others but thoy are of no imporianoe in this oampaign* 
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Of tho existent road»--thO8e maintained by tho State wore 

Metalled and of oxaelloot quality, al l weather roads# Tho others, 

and thoy were in tho majority, woro mere well lovolod highways 

of dirt which inevitable booan» impossible in wot woather for any* 

thing othor than oxen transport* For tho rest, coawunicattons 

consisted of traffio beaten traoke aoroso the flolds or bridle 

paths ove* the mountains* 

The	 Sorbian Military Organisation 

The military eycton -ras based entirely on universal service, 

n;-, 71, all aMo Vortlorf nales, 'ron txanty-on* to forty-five years of af.e, 

telnft liablo tlereto# 

Kor the purpose of organ4.cation the aountry was divided into 

five territorial distriots, vie* Danube, Shoumadia, TimoV, Drina, 

and Korava, Reoruitirvg or drafting was strictly territorial, 

with the result that tho men of a company often oame from the 
T .	 71 

72, sat.id village and a regiment from the same dUtrlot . ton were 

-, 24, drafted Into one or the other of tho various branches, One and 

one-half years were spent in tho Infantry and two in th*) Artillery 

or Cavalry, The latter arm was recruited from the wealthier town 

dwellers, each oavalry reservist being required to provide his own 

mo"»i*. in ovent of war. 

The 1st line of tho activo army, known as the 1st Ban, was

oomposed of men from twenty-one to thirty years of age, after whloh 

n(;t 72, for ol(?ht yoara (tMrty-ojie to t.hlrty-oight) they passed to tho 

ng, 25 2nd Ban* The 3rd Ban. or territorial forcoe, were nade up of 

old soldiers and somi-trained;and untrained units which were in

oorporatod under stress of war, Strlotly speaking, the 2nd Ban 

was intended to replace the wastage in tho active linoj but during 

the Balkan wars many indoper.dont units wore formed, and in 1914 

the only real distinction possessed by the 1st Ban divisions was 



A superiority in numbore and ftmtuuont* 

Tha infantry of tho lot and 2nd BKn \aoro oquippod with the 

r i f l o , 7ho 3rd Dui carried o Jordan (non-raoganiro), Tho 

of tho machine* gune sections was tho Maxim, Tho mobile 

a r t i l l e ry was equippod with tho Croueot Snider T̂ S on ownou and ft 

limited numb or of 7,6 ou gunsj oapturod from tho Turku, Tho si<j?,o 

ba t te r ies hart. 12 &nd 16 ou Cronsot guus «nd tlio tnountaiii units tho 

7 o\\ Crousot Suidor, In addition, there sxinted & numbor of old do 

Baitf;o oannon of 6 on, Tl'e uniform was wi olivo firoeu mixture, tho 

different brsuiohoa of tho servioo boin^ diotiujuished by oolour-tubs 

etitchod on tho oollar^^Boorlot for staff, briok rod for inftwtry, 

bluo Fdr oftVRl»7, blao': for a r t i l l e ry , <in<? -\ftroon for 

72 I'rifornB for t>tc lei n^d 2n^ I'an worn furninHwd \y tho state, 
73. 

3rd Jian took the fiyld in th-jir nutlvj <a''ys4-••n\o s of brown ho %' 

Officers of tho Aiv<y wore roorultod fron al l oooinl olagsj* without 

dist inction, pupils onto ring tJto ?!ilitai*y Aoodeî r at tho ape of 10# 

Promotion to th» Staff rooosoitatod a iXirthor oourso of otudy whiohf 

for the most part, inoluOod & tarr. of iuotruotioii in ono or the 

6thor of tho great European Armies, 

K,GiO,'G were iikpwiso ft opoolally trained body and eligible 

on further examination to proauiloA to th« f.rade of sub-liout«rarttt 

F.es*rv« officers wore drawn frum onong th> studoats of ^ o univer

sity and tochnioal oohoola. 

The wothod of transport, however, was tho thing vihioh d i s -

tir.cuishod the Serbian Arny IVom a l l othere, Tho roads, or rathor 

th» want of thert, rendered tho iwtowoMlfl «nd ^r»jr horse-drawn 

26 trar«r<""t o'i< of t>e question. The pfttior.t ox '*«s, ther«foro, 

, th© pivot of everything; ihe baggage wagons, pontoon t ra ins , and 

ovon the field guno, \roro for the most part ox-drawn, liothing 

else oould got through tho sea of raud so much in ovidonoo after 

any	 r a in fa l l . 

The Army service Corps ( trains) was raade up of poasarts' 
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carte, requisitioned l>y the, military uuthorltlos. They vwr© of 

. 26 nil aorta and sUes* Somo had o over a ••other a none, Some were 

four ox«i»»-othora *"»o» '!"ho <h*ivore rarely wore any urifonn beyond 

their GerH**- military oap, '• ut trapped alor^slde thoir tcamo 

in the ru»9tfthrown hows^ui. costusw universally worn, 

Thus, on the mAroh, the Serbian Any preaonUd A patrlarohal 

appoarano«--tlven i  t by tho thousands of ox-vmgor.8, rirovos of aheop 

'• -7, njr.d oountloas vehicle* piled hign with hay and straw* It was, 

hQ?«<rerf a« yr<iYp$t an adnlrabU f i r M i  ̂  machine, capable of 

holdirp i t  s own, in i t  s orni country, againct the most up-to-date 

adversary* 

The Srd Invasion 

Kolubara Canpeign 

We have seen that, during the f irst three months of the Viorld 

v.ar, Austria had operated two distinot invasions of Serbift, The 

f irst was defoatod in the va1 ley of thfl Yadar, The seoond, 

ararooly less disastrous, Qame to an end Sept, 17th, 1914, and 

left Austria in i'ossession of only two small triangular strips of 

Serbian territory. In the north, on the ifctohva, they held a 

-•• PR. 43, traot of narshy plain betrreen Ravti.je and Jarak* Wiile further 

L PS« 166 south their oonqueet was limited to a seotion of sparsely popu
174, 

lated mountain land to tho east of Zvornik, The Serbs, on the 
K. PB. 372. 

other hand, had secured a footing in Herteegovina as far as 

Viehegrad. Honors were, therefore, about oven* Both sides dug 

in and there followed a state of siege warfare, olosely resembling* 

in Its principal aspeots, the conditions on the western front* 

The 3rd Austrian offensive matured toward the end of Ootobor 

and was inevitable for many reasons. Geraan activity in Poland 

and the appearanoe of a new Corps there enabled Austria to turn 

4. 



her Attention to tho southeast• Tho punishment of Seroia, which 

had boon nominally tho oauso of the war, wae oagorly demanded by 

. H, the Austrian pefrple, indignant at two hiunilatinj: defeats* Further* 

. , 174, more Turkey had now entered the strugglet If Serbia oould be 

oruehed and Bulgaria eoroillftted, Junction might be effected with 

the Ottoman Annies which npuld keep Eoumanitt quiescent, and, more 

important, would open up to the Tuetonio Powers a new way to the 

sea—that old hankering for an Ago an outlet whioh had for a decade 

dominated their Balkan policy, 

Unfortunately, this appreciation of the military situation 

did not nake a very pressing appeal to the a l l i es , for whoreae a 

... • , 44," recognition of i t  s lwtoivtiaHUes would have led to the strengthin

1 , »v, 174. irp of tho Serbian Arny by every roars possible, the faot is that, 

while tho fclerbe wero daily dispensing a very moderate amount of 

shell in an effort to prosorve tho Inviolability of their frontiers, 

the al l ies failed to make good even the defiolenoy in ammunition 

created, (This failure to see the military situation on the 

Serbian front in i t  s true light ooet the a l l ies forever the ohanoe 

to strike the Central lowers in the rear), 

By this time the Serbs hold a continuous line running from a 

point on the Drina about 16 kilORotors below Liubovia--along the 

A, pg, 44 heights of the Jagodnia and Gouohevo Mountains--through Lonrnita 

to Ravrtje--across the Matohva to a point on the Sava about 10 
b. PP. 167 

176, kilometors above Shixbatt--through Shabatt and thonoe along the 
K, pgt 3,74&™.  Save to Obrenovatt, The obvious disadvantages of the open positions 

• on tho river, as oomparod with the comparative seourlty of the 
'• '••>* • •.' • ' <  . • 

foothills of the Jserr were fully appreoiatod by tho Serbian staff 

but tho Vatohva Plain, being one of tno rio);ost districts in the 

country, it Was deemed necessary tr hold it as long as possible* 

This so extendod tho line, however, (it was now approximately 

100 mile8 in length) as to be utterly beyond the povmr of so small 



an army to hold, Troopa ware forced to remain in the trenohes 

day and night without relief soften without ropoce and the nerve 

racking strain thus imposed becane almost insupportable* • • 

Matters wore not holpod by tho absonoe of bovor, clothes, boots 

and sufficient food and with the oomint of winter the diffioultlee 

of tho situation inoreaoed, Tho Austrian attacks increased In 

intensity, The preponderance ir. numbers and weight possessed 

by thoa.grew dally while tha Sorbian stools of Run, and eapeof.ally 

artillery ammunition, f e l  l lower and lower (so markod did this 

shortage beoouie that, toward the end of the six weeks of sloge 

war/'aro, tho ratio of Jheli spent by tho Austrians and Serbians 

wero as 10 to 1.) and her wen bejjan to show olpar evidence of 

cental and bodily fatigue. 

On Oobt 26th! the Austrians oponod with an irtorso bombard

rx>nt apparently with the hope of unmasking tho disposition of 

.. p-, 4?. the Serbian Armies* This provokod no reply but was aooepted as 

r. PK* 176, notification of tho impending attack, and, It having become 

:., pf,f 376* ncoessary to subordinate local political considerations to the 

:  . pg, 333, diotates of military strategy, tho order was given on Nov* 1st, 

to retire the'Sorbian 2nd Amy from the oxposed Hatohva Plain to 

the foothill* o° the Tsor 'fountains and the watershed of the 

Dobrava Kiver. [>arinf; the id ' ( of the f-th and 6th of November, 

the hostile bootbardnent roooousnoed ovor a more oxtended area, 

being particular violent in the neighborhood of the GouohOvo 

fountains (3rd Anny), and gradually inoreac^d • in Its intensity 

throughout the day of Hov. 6th, This day may bo fixed therefore 

as the date of the beginning of the 3rd Invasion of Serbia* 

There had been a considerable regrouping of foroes and upon 

tho data in question the two armies faoed each other as follows', 

Serbian Armios 

Field Marshal pAdomir Poutnik Cmdg. 

Along tho Danube, East to Vfast, to include Skbla, 



pot&oh, of Krnlra 4 Jin, Ittf(«* 1 Z/Z gun Batteries, 

Dataoh, of liratitohovo 6 Bn, Iri',«.«3 f.uii ftatte:ieB 

Dotaoh, of I'elemdo 17 Dn, Inf, .« 6 gun htvttcrioa 

3 How. Btrio8(-» 1 oiope Dtry,-- 1 squadron oavalry, 

, of O1T»»j'0v*i.E«»C P.*-, Inf,-*..^ fur, 

56 Itae, Inf,-« 1C Eirice, 

2nd 

Stepanovitoh C-ndg, 

Concontrutad <JViaV*t» to Lyoshpitta,both lnoluolvo, 

, fnd^pondont Cftvalfy Ldv, Ghoumadia I—TiroV I—!.'o;*ava Z»« 

II , 

Total 68 F-flBi Inf.-* 34jptrie?> ArtIHory-27 aquadron Cavalry. 

3rd Array
 
rf. 160«
 

0«n«ral Yourlahivoh Stum Undg,
 
Ofiiciel
 

ups Conoontrated lyoshnitza (oxoluaivo) to Kostainlk.
 

vf, 414f Divlslone, i)rinft II—OomVlnod Dlv, — Drina I . 

Total 40 Bns, Inf.— 16 Btrlos,— 6 squadrons Cavalry, 

1 »t Army 

Oor.oral Royovltoh OadR, 

Conoentrated KoatainiJc to vioinlty of Mvor friyoshnlta* 

Olvisionfit Korava II-«Danub6 II (arrived on the front Nov. 7) — 

Danube I and tho Eotaoh, of Liubovla , 

Total 44 Bna. — 24$ Btrios,-- 9 squadrons. 

Ushltta Amy 

Gonoral Aratltch dndg, 

Kiv«r Triyoshnltsa to River Lin. 

U n i t s — Ushitea Brigade— Shoumadla I I , :'̂ < Lira Detaoh. 

total 34 Bhs, Inf.— 12^Btrios,— 2 squadrone, 

Total•-Serbian Armiesjwith addition of sundry Corps troops and 

reservcBnor reoltated in "iho above disposition and ©xoluding the 

, of f^aina ard PranitoVa^o—Zie Fns. Irf, - - 4 1 
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mm 67 Btrios F»Ai • • 9 Utrivie, «4,, Arfelllury -« 0 Btriop, 

HQVIO, •  • 26 Bfcrios, do Congo 

Austrieuia 

Gonoral Potiortk, Cmc's, 

6th Amy 

Oonoral Ritt V, Frank, Ondg, 

AIONK the Danub© oast to west to ShabatB 

B*nav Dotaoh, <•- 11& Bnst Ii^f, 

Syx"Aien Lotuoh,  - - 2<̂ j- line, Inf, ••- 8^ Btriyo,  - - 7 squadrons. 

Concentrated  - - Shahat* to Jani«i 

s — 7th ar.<? ?.9tb, 

Corps, Rivlelona  i - 'Uth ar.d 9th, 8th Lsr.detrun 

Total 6th Aray 127̂ r Bna, Inf, £ |̂- Btrlos,  - - 20 aquadronfi Cavalry, 

6th Army 

, o^fre 669 Oonoral Potiorek, Ctr.dg, 
t1 naps, 

Concor.tratod along uppor Drina from Jania south, 
. rv,, 414, 

XIII Corps — Divisions 42nd and 36th, 

XV Corps — Pivisiona 40th --"48th --• 1 s t , 

Vii Corps — Divisions 18th — 60th and Combined Div, 
17th Brigade 

Dotoh, Hausor 

Total 6th Army  - - l£0 Rn, Xr.t. — 64 Btri<*s  - - 12^ squadrons 

Total Austrian foroos, lrclu^inr full oonplarr^nt of f ie ld, sioge and 

mt, art l l lory— 267| Bn«, Inf ,— 137$ Btrioa. Art, — 32^ squadrons 

Cavalry* 

Koto, Just how tho front of tho XVI Corps was held I have not been 

able to detormino, Tho 18th W.v, (4th, 8>h, 8th and 13th Frlgados) 

ii»d tho 8th Landstrum Brigade (Bfijh TAv,) wore at Vlaaonoia opposing 
tho Shoumadia II Div. oC the Vzhitte Anny, The 109 landstrun P 
(Co<.ibir.od Div,) was at Srebrenoia. 

6# 



47, 

236, 

"• ^J' *

p. PB. 100,

 Pf* f'*

thlt fcroat »roy Serblc, even thought she eslled every 

pervsant from the plow and ©very ehophvfd from the h i l l s , oould 

not brine forward any thine npproaohiug equal munborsj !?er first 

lino troop* nunbared loss than 200,000 mon whllo the combined 

Austrian Bth tuid 6th added to at least 300,000, Her (Corel*) .\ny 

to bo euro, >ms oonposod largely of veterans but her supplies, 

ly aT4nunitlori| wore torrlbly doplotod and tho araoncl nt 

7r*ru.i'9w*t» was all but pnpty, 

The Au3trii*r) ob,1eo*-}ve was uieh tnd tho luaVn lire to Bulgaria, 

Howovor, before those oould bo reaohed thero were various beoor.dary 

ob,1ootive«, Tho obvious routo to Klsh was by an advance up tho 

Korava from Somendria op tho "-Miubo, but to this there wero two 

insuporablo objections, Tho f irst was tho Korava valley whioh,«t 

two plftoes^ooutraots to narrows, where the ground fal ls steeply 

and fonna a strong natural dofor.ao, Tho sedond v/oro the lateral 

 vftlloys onterlng tho &ornva fr-xa the w«st, which would enable ft 

 jj.jrtian f0r09 frOm tho oonter hi l l s to strike at the flank of any 

Austrian advano*. It was, therefore, olearly the path of wisdom 

to oooupy the oentral knot of hi l ls and especially the upper valley 

of the western Morava, Vtith these h i l l s in their control they 

oould advance on KlRh rdth an onsy mind booauso tholr oo.imunications 

would be safo, The 1st objective «a«i V«l.<evo on the Kolubara, 

the terminus of two railways ar.d the starting point for tho passes 

to the horse shoe range to tho couth, whioh was tho way to the 

western Morava, The second was Kragujevatt, the Serbian Ars-anal, 

trA a point from whioh tho main Morava route oould bo seriously 

ir.onanced. It will be observed that the Austrian Staff,'with this 

plan, were remaining true to their determination to et;*ike across 

the Drina hut that on this oooasion they had oonoentratod their 

prinoipal foroee in tho southorn seotor, between Louenita and 

Llubovia —thus deliberately choosing a theater where the oper

ations woulf1, of necessity, partake 6trlotly of tho naturo of 
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At p£» 49#

P# pg, 181,

K* ps« 275,

K, pg, 414,
 

A. Pfi. 49.

B» pg« 182*

B, pg. 182

nountalrt .mrfaro. In dotnj; this thoro oan bo no doubt but that 

Oor.eml Fotiorek was relying ^roatly upon hie superiority in 

hoavy and mountain artillary wid upon hie XV twd XVI mountain 

Corps whioh wore suporbly equipped for thie type of lighting while 

t'n C«rbs were r.ot, 

Vho voluntary witVdrawal of tho 2r)rf Amy frcm the va1civ» 

fluin has Blro»<ly boon rooordod (bo£,»r -ov, 2r.J)f Tho firet shook 

of battlo, hort«vor, v.a» folt in tho «outh«rn aootor whore, ou Kovj 

7th, tho Austrian*, after sub .looting tho front of tho Ooisiblnod 

 Divielon (3r<J Arty) to an intonae artillorj' preparation, 
/ 

 and after atfvon attempts, drove the defenders--handicapped by 

shortage of artillery awtuiiitlon--baok on tho Shtlra River. Thic 

retirement, coupled with general pressure, involvod tho whole of 

tho 3rd Aruy in a withdrawal in order ZQ dofond tho Yadot roftd 

in tho <U root ion of Zavla^a, Hirthor south the le t An<̂ y, dor pi to 

reinforoorttnt by tho Danube II Division, gave way undor similar 

cirouaatanoos and in order to oonforo, thooo forces of the Uehitta 

Arcy, between tho Mvor Triyyshnitti.and hogaohltta, f e l l baolc some 

four nllos to tho vioinity of HapolU•• 

On Kov, Rth tho ,\u«triane were appronohir.p; the positions 

oooupied by tho 2nd /uv$r, whioh, >dth ".ho oxoeptlon of 8 sallont 

thrr/r. out to protect Shabatt, tmo entror.ohed in tho foothills 
' 

 of tho Tsor range and the watershed of the Dobrava Ilvtr. Hero 

Larehnl Gtepanovitoh Yjat ordered to stand but, i f driven out, to 

fal l baok to the right bank of the Dobrava and swing his loft baok 

alorg tho Tsor, 

Ho soonor had the 3rd Army oooupied (Hov, 8th) i t  s position 

for tho defense of tho Yadar Koad than tho Austrlans pieroed Its 

 laison with the 1st Army by oapturlng Koatalnik-^thus forolng 

another retirement. The lot Arcy was, likewise, doing badly. The 

enocy were attaokinf s'or^uouslyjWith artillery which fa? out-olassed 
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that at tho disposal of tho £eror»| and ihoir inf i l t ra t ion was 

greatly faci l i ta ted by a thick foj», under oovor of arhloh, they wore 

able to ponotrat© down ravir.os *wd me* for attaok unsoon by tho 

defondors* 

As tho invasion developed, 'rvrshal Foutiuk found no a l tor- t i ivo 

to tho plan of nrain Cftllirp; baoV to positions moro fftvomlle to 

deforce, and, while *'saracslrt£ tho oreny, to dn<w him fu»*th«9r Creni 

lu PCt 183« M B base, I t tme fol t too thftt tho oonditio/is of tho ronds woul<* 

n<.iJeo i t diff icul t for tho .toatri&no to bring up thoir heavy ©rtillory. 

& federal r«tirecent of lh« 3rd 

was ordered to vho Hue} i;oBariiitrrtid--Jtrar:.«i
 

P, PJ',« 1«*5, PotrinR 3tor.a«Pr03lopi Tho Ushitea Amy, though i t hud hitnorto
 

: , pn, 414# put up a firm opposition to tho invfcdorc, was inetruotod to oonfom
 

t? this plan and ret i re to a new line for the defense of Ushitta, 

On Hov, Oth, tho Auotriane attonptoO a etron/; dlrorsion in 

tho vioinity of Semendrift with tho objoot of asoonding tho :.'orava 

vnlloy. Iho weak outposts stationed thore were vn<blo to oppoeo 

the oroteing and fe l l book vhile awaiting roinioroerwr.tB, A 

dotaohmont of 3rd Ban troops yt^n inftod lately di spat oho d from 

Belgrade* After a forood maroh of 28 milos th is detaohmont attaokod 
I . pjs, 185, 

that ovonirg, oompletoly destroying the hootilo force of 4,000 
" . rfi 414• 

whioh had orossod (2,300 wore taken prisoriers and the remainder 

were e i ^ o r VilHd or drowrod in thr» fltlompt: to re^oh ihe north 

bark of tho Uar,ul«), 

The withdrawal of the 3rd and 1st Armies was eucoessfully 

oarrled out and, thoro i s l i t t l e doubt, that on anything like 

'•. PR. 49. equal t en t s , the Serbs would have been able to oho ok the Austrian 
P. p c 183.
 
... p£« 376* advance, at least, for sometime* However tho superiority in men,
 
I , ,	 p g . 3 3 4 .  \ ; •• • , .. , - ', -,: , . .. • . .,,•...; 

£un* an<J•'. rr.» 414*  "^P^tions possessed by the enemy far exceeded even the 

•• itio6t extravagent	 estin^tos of the general staff, and th is faot, 

added to the increasing demoralization apparent In the Serbian 
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ranks, dooidod l'*rahal IW.nl k to rofuso doglslvo bfcttlo and order 

A fonor<\l retirement of tho farbian \rmio* to tha linos Oub«* 

«VUovl--iaou4-ti!ft—»Kainonl1,*;i;ii»-!itf\V0—KiV;, tho Hot lino of 

preteotlnr Val.^jvo, 

In ordftHtif tho rotreafc to the al.'evo lino tho fterorel staff 

Ur»d n'uiy oorfldcr.oo that a detyrained rosletar.oo o<?uld t'r.rro, for 

thj f i r i t tl"«i be murie, Tha position vmc strong ami tho importance 
t:, 106, 

of iho town wxs so vrall understood by tho rank and filo of tho 
that i  t xms assumed that evory effort would bo mado to provent 

i t s fallinc into tho hands of the 

Mo sooner vroro the troops ostaVlishod on the0.0 «owly fortified 

pooitlons, h<n7ev«r, than i  t beoamo ovldont that th'jue Hopos must 

be abandoned. The moral of tho non, strained as i  t had been by 

phystoal exhaustion, constant exposvn'O to ueyoro wouther without 

adequate olothinf and equipment, and absenotv of arcillory support 

(duo to laok of wnrnwhltion), finally snappod onUJ#»ly undor tho 

, v;-, 49* oontlnuod retreat. The I<>Y levies whioh noeo now oonlnfr in poswjasod 

, n*, 188# no oquipjfl<»nt save a -nnsjB t in, a ĵuai&Ti r'iflo and a 3orbtan service 

. T  , S75, oaf, Thtff thoir prfiso^oo In *>.<• flrlnj lira Instead of ft«Ming 

. ••>>", 414. slrongth tp tho arftifca »n<J raising th© -noral thereof, rarely vdtei 

to tho confusion. And, finally, tho presence of masse* of refugees 

trekking baok in a state of utt<Jr misery 'jnmannod the troops, the 

effoot being particularly rotioeable anong tho won of the Drina 

Divisions who were rooruit«d fron tho evacuated territory* 

The only remedy for such a situation lay in a vigorous of• 

A, rr.« 49• fenslv© but, since this was inpossiblo without artlllory
 
!, pc. 186.

", w,» 376# Valjevo was hurriodly ovaouated (Kov. 11th) and Marshal Fouinik
 
I. pr,. 334.
 

ordered the arsiies baok to tho oelebratod Kolubara positions, 

During the days whloh intervoned botwoon the oomplotion of 

tho original concentration end tho 1st Austrian Invasion the line, 

generally ceferrod to as the kolubara lino, had been strongly on

tronohed and, over* orior to the rtotunl oveouatlon of Val^vo, i t 



hiid boon understood thi\t tho supreme effort to ohook tho Auctrittna 

«onl<1 \,n imdn tV\<n"i, ^0'irHlv iho now rr<mt foliov/od tVu Kolubara * 

%p iVo liffi ir.ci PO nlonp that atrean to i t s wttarahed <vhero I t 

ur.tflVjd a country oJf oxo«iudint;ly rugged ••iMture hi.d, prooeoding in 

, 40, Kouthv.vgiorly direction, fnllov.od the Yelak inri Melyen Ronp;oB with 

, 187, Ktro.npt ontror.ohmonta on the Jboukovi, Varda, Yolova and BouVovio, 

. :7G, The entire oo^ontr̂ ' of eubsoquenoo operations v/tia r>. .lusablo of 

. '.''It, Mi-nmtnina ĉ td valloye, possoBBing soHrooly K square mile of f la t 

. ' H  , ootntry f-n1 prfto*".ioRlly devoid o/1 anything l?< ti>^ nfeture of a 

rilltmr:: road, Houavor i t WRO adapted to dofonsy And tho lino 

ohoson was nfttur«J.ly formidable, 'i'ho fiold of view was good and 

at no pi 100 wars approaches oo doroonod as to favor surpriao, 

(Tho Kolnbara irtis not nn insurmountablo obstaolo Vut i^B approaohos 

v/oro at moct points devoid of cover und a t othors commanded by the 

novmtnin hoighte--i;akin£ I t oasy to defend), 

n-?tir.">mort to this lino WAS no oasy rrAtter, As far as the 

siaffe «erit conoorr.od tbe orders inauad wore earofully tl;ov»rht 

out and .nodois of oa,lin dolibraration. All bridgos, tolophone 

und tolagraph linos were systematically dostroyod, oatt le evao

uutud and nothinR loft xuidono to render tho advance of the enemy as 

diffiovilt as possible. There was nothing procipit&to about the 

rotroat but tho roads wore not only limited in number but now 

.-, 188, almost iftpaasiblo because of rooont ra ins . This naturally lod to 
i 

, 336, much oonfusion and to snake matters worso tho Armies were hampored 

by fleeing oiviilanc who plodded baok sido by side with the 

soldiora, Tho moral of tho men, too, sufforod further by tho 

continued withdrawal, Thoy wero physically worn out and the long 

nrduous marohos along highways ankle deop, and ofton kneo deep, 

in :rmd, oouploii '.tlth tho work of fortifying now positions, had 

rrcatly roduood thoir po^vers of resistance, 

Fortur.plrly tho Austrlans did not press their pursuit and the 

oorbs wore able to roach tho Kolubara positions, aocording. to plan, 

13.
 



on Nov( 16th, The Armioe, in a sadly depleted stato both as to 

ron Mid matorial, wore disposed aa follows! 

DetftcWnt of Obrenovatt, Obronovatt to Konatitta. Independent 

. 4)6 

»,:. 189. 

of. ' iolnl 
Tps

- r . 376,

Cavalry, Konatitta to Volouyak, 

2nd Army Volouyttk«rlA*«revatt-«?ohovka, 

3rd Arny, Kivor Lie to tho Ooukoshi Kange, 

 1st Array OouVcoohl—.M&dnik»«-R&tohin&ts Kouda—Malyen« 
' ' " ' ' '•• •'•• 

Amy BouVovi-V«rd»--Priehftdo— Yolova—vith i t s

f. on I«8*ca Qora, 

 flanks 

For a fortnight tho Auatrlane lay in Valjovo and along tho 

sk ir t s of the h i l l  s and did nothing and i  t vra* not unt i l Jiov, 17th 

. . ••;•. 6 0  , 
that i t taok on oô  ta in oootors of the new l i  « oomrnenood(

north, important for COB appeared at- Konatitta and, in tho

 In the 

 south, 

enony units were making tovmrO Kosyeritoh, driving in tho Serbian 

rear guards• 

Tho 3rd Army was not disturbed in i t  s trork of consolidation 

but on tho 17th tho onomy advanoed in strength against the 2nd 

south of Lacarovate and tho right wing of the 1st Army (Ctukoehi-* 

Batchinatt )« Tohoyka strnnit was subjeoted to heavy shel l f ire 

'., p.;, 190. t\nd repeated infantry assaul t s but reinforcements sent from the 

. t -, 415, 3rd Army enabled the 2nd to hold and suooessfully t ea t off a l  l 

attaolrc. On the 16th tho 1st Amy *.vas shelled from a Part of the 

Ooukos'i range, Korover, i  t resisted A heavy attack against the 

Malyen and tho Batohinati , though onoe l o s t , was retakon by a 

oount^rattaok. 

The night of i;ov, 18th 3aw both oombatantawith fornvations e s  -

tablished on their respective l i n e s . The Austrian8 had brought up 

I , r-r. 131, the ir main forces and tho Serbs had dug thonselves in mor/» or l e s s 

so l id ly in their formidable pos i t ions . 

Kenooforth the Austrian offensive, though I t extended over tho 

whole Sorbian front, was noticeable ohiefly for i t  s determination 

to breaV; throuRh tho 2nd Army at Latarevat* ( to work along the 

14, 



railroad toward Vladonovftte) and to drlvo tho 1st Army baok on 

MUcoaovAts, Tho plan «s ocmoelvod would, i f suooocsful, have 

sepurated the main Sarbian Amies from tho force* around Bolgrade, 

per'iHtod an oasv outflanking jnoverftont of TraFU«1e*at8 and oorhaps 

the r^irdi/^ up of the entire Serbian forces,, It was strategically 

1J0 sound VAIV tho tactics eaplpyod ir front of tho 1st Awtty to oarry i t 
131.	 ' .. 

through woie most faulty, Tho Goulco&hi road was tho shortest and 
378, 

nost dlroot route t° JJilanovate and overy allowance nuet bo rwde 
416, 

for tho exoeosivoly difficult nityre of tho terrain but the faot 

remaino that, i f Ooneral Fotiorek had brought his pressure to bear 

on the flxtrettve loft of the 1st Army, ho oould, at that time, liavo 

pierced the breach between the 1st and Uohitta Army (20 miles 

separated them)—.outflanked the dominating rango of Souvobor and 

forced tho ovaouation of both i+. and Ooukoehi, This manouver would 

have forood the Serbs to oporate a ejnedy retreat to the positions 

boforo Hilanovatt Itself and night havo out the Oshitea Army from 

tho itain Serbian foroes« 

On Uov, 19th tho attaoV: against Tohovka( and Vraiohs was re

. 1^2, rowed with such energy that the Division in possession (tJorava I) 

436 was greatly imperilled and only timely relnforbeinonts saved It 

from disaster 

Arrangements wero made with tho 3rd Arny to croate a diversion 

by oourhorattaokinc tho following day but this had to bo abandoned 

, 192. When i t was found (next day, the 20th) that the enomy had extended 

578. his offensive not only to the 3rd Army but to the Drina I Division, 

, 337. 1st Army (up until this tiaw> Drlna I had retained oontrol of the 

. 415, summit of MHovatt), By night the Austrians had seoured a footing 

oh the vfestom slopes of Vratohe and entire mastery of Wlovatr and 

Strazara. 

General Potiorek now began to snake more decisive y*° of his 

15th and 16th mountain Corps whioh, in equipment suitable for fighting 

over mountainous terrain, far surpassed anything possessed by tho 

Gorbs, ^arly on the 21st, under rover of * thiok'fojc, they attacked 
15, 



with the Eiain effort dirootod against the rlgh^ of the l i  t 

By dawn heavy flphtjjir had' Hfto^e "Oi"* 01* loss perorat, tho f 

outpost waro driver In ar.d tho ooiWt dflvel^pvd with t*re»t violence 
1 . •> . 103, against «odnik, tho key to all positions eovorlni; U» Ug valley, 

. • '  . J76« Due to their moUlo oolumn* the Austrians speedily oarriod the 

•1)5, *1«wit and then turned against tho flank of tho dofonse* on liatohinats 

and Uouda, Hero tho fighting was terrlfU in tto intercity but 

tho Serbs, though greatly outtumberod, held tenaoioualy to their 

positions and i t V/RS not until about 6tOO P,L!,«-when oonplutely 

novn out—that they g&ve ground before a final assault. There were 

no fresh troops avail&blo and no option save to fall back on strong 

position, Ooukoshi—ralo»h««.Pro3trouca—Rayatj--Yelalc--.v.&lyen, 

The onony invfe.diatoly turned hia attention to the tfalyen 

position and on the 82nd, with 6 battalions, drew a semlolrole 

around tho defending outposts on YelaV and after a daylong battle 

drove th« svtrvVvore of a «ir»rle Corblai' battalion stationed there 

Ifto'c on tho n&in position. The next day, under cover of a hoavy 

. 1.?'1, fog, tho AuetriaxiB eucoeedoĉ  in working around the summit but the 

ioial Serbs, reinforoed by a battalion from the 8ouvobor, hold tholr 

ground until afternoon of the 24th «hon the position was evaouated, 

. 339. 
the defenders falling baok to thin lino Bablna—.podovi. On this same 

day, In the northorn seotor, the 29th Division (Combined Corps) 
•'. - .- . 4 1 5  . , • ' .. 

buoooedod in penetrating in front of Konatitia almost ae far as 

Progron but was driven baok 

It i  s remarkable that, having aohlowd this partloular ob

i . :••-. 194. %1ootive, General Potiorelc did not continue the attaok vigorouely, 
r  > " •  " . . . 

.,;;. - L  . Had he done so, espeolally in tho direotion Ooyna Gora, he would 

'•'. -. 415, have obligod the Ushitea Army to rotlre immodiatoly and forood the 

evae&ation of Souvobor by the 1st Army--a development v/hioh might 

have proved fatal for the Certs &t thlb time. He did attempt a 

half-hearted flanking nover«nt dovn: tho Kamonltsa valley, whloh 

16. 



*•' was noW opsn before him, but a dp ;&ohjnent from the Ushitsa Army, on 

tfgloni Brey, wry offootively stopped the maneuver! 

The. ro a son which spared tho Sorbi«w> Army this disaster were two

fold, Oil tho one hfcnd, tho Austrian* thotnsylvus had beon badly dis

organized and depl«t«d by Ions smirches oye** almost inp&ssihXe roads 

, 1?4, and tho incessant fifjhtitip which had followedi on tbo othor hand, the 

, 41f>, stubborn .realRturfte of the Srd and 2»fl \rmi©« h»«? daoided the Austrian 

:>t»5f to throw tho woipht of tlhoir AnUn in that dirootiojj in order 

to protaovvto mo.ro vlt',orovialy tho attack on LaRarovatt, in tho di

r-jotion of Mladonovate, whilo thoir oor»tor and right continued tho 

pressure toward Kracujovatt and tho wstorn Morava Valley, 

Tho holfhts of Tohovka and Vratoho wero naturally, therefow, 

circled out for opool&l attention, On Nov. 26th, aftsr an intense 

artillery preparation* tho Austrians attaokod, Tlie Sorbs put up a 

• horolo defonse but v/ero finally forood to abandon thoir positions— 

foroinp; tho left of tho 2nd Army and the whole of the 3rd, to give 

, )96, way. To the north Konatitta. was tal;en* On the 26th pressure on this 

. 77'. front was pontinuod vriiile an attonpt was r.\ado to oross tho Sava noar 

. 41£, i t  s Junotion with the Kolubara, 1'orcod inland by the bonibardnvant, the 

defenders awaited the landing, and, taking advantiRe of the natural 

dover,fttt'h'ished the invaders and wipod out half of the contingent, 

Thd remainder snrrenderdd and tho diversion vras abar.dor.ed, 

Dosporato 'efforts v/oro made by tho 1st army to hold tho crests of 

Goukoshi and three determined attacks (26th) were successfully re

pulsed. In thd end, however, numbors and materiel told and tho staff 

-, 190 vms forood to order a withdrawal of the right baok to Ooloubatis, On 
199. 

the loft the Ushitea Army was falling slowly to the rear on the 

Ovtohar—Kablar positions in ordor to protoot Tchatohak and tho 

wostern Morava valley—a maneuver rendered exoeodingly difficult by 

thd persistent attempts of tho Austrian fountain Brigades to sl ip in 

betweon the retroatin[* oolumns on the one hand, and to destroy laison 

with the 1st Army on the other. 
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On ltovt	 27th tho 2nd and 3rd Armies court© rattaokod, re« 

Tchovka and .'-trash* *« ' throw tie crony h*o': on tho fiver 

!.lfr,(r oi- ir.f oan totUir lllvjstrat- tho magnifioint'spirit which 

s t i l l aniifiuUd tho rauks of tho ?.r,d and 3rd ^r^ios, Tohovka had 

only teen abandoned of tor a desperate fight vrhloh had oost th* 

Serbs heavy oasuaiitlos and just a fovr days before Marshal 

-. 196* stopanvitoh had asked permission to eond hla munitionlees oannon 
197, 

to tho rear ao thoir Inactive prooonoo vras havivp a denoralltlng 
. 379 

offeot upon his men* Yet tho mon responded to tho order to counter

attack by with su»h elan that they retook their former positions 

and oapturod a considerable number of prieonors)t They wore too 

Tineak, however, to ooneolidato arid hold the positions gained and the 

retreat to new positions oontinuod—tho two armies falling baok 

on the general line« Snbntt*a--Kronenitea—Kolanyevtai* 

The situation of tho 1st Anny was now serious. The enemy 

had eeoured a firm footing on tho right bank of the rlvor L1R» 

The extreme rif.ht wir;f, of the Amy was in darker of boitif thrown 

into the Katohar vaMoy where i t  s flanks would havo boon exposed 

' . 123, to easy attack and i t s oomreuni cat Ions with the 3rd Army threatened. 

Losses had reduced the Seroian Divisions to an average of 4,000 to 

6,000 bayonets eaeh--there were no re servos with whioh to f i l  l tho 

caps and the moral of the awn had weakoned almost to the vanishing 

point. 

On tho 28th Shilyak and Babina fe l l and had tho Austrlans 

pushed their suooess toward the flank and rear of Preetrouga, dis

organisation would have inevitably followod, for tho Serbs had not 

a single man at tholr disposal with whioh to parry saoh a maneuver, 
•.	 109 

Tho aotion of the onemy was progressive, however, rathor than 

etvergetlo. His slaoknoss again permit tod tho Serbs to osoape 

disaster but tho rsliof affordod was necessarily of a fleeting 

natxire and tho general staff, realirlnn that fatigue and demoral

isation of their troops demanded a temporary cessation of fighting, 

ordored a gonoral retirornent to new positions, 
18. 



By midday of the 29th tho Gouvobor*».R*yftt* sootor and part 

of tho Prostrouga oroet had boon abandoned and tho main body of 

tho 1st Army had roaohod tho Unet l!otikft--Chtolit8o-»VaoV.^iIR. 

That night Belgrade was evuouated (the ordor had been fiven on 

tho 26th) and tho detaohnont withdrawn to the l ine Varovnltsa— 

•, --'B, Koeoai as a barrier against the Combined (Krauss) and 6th Corps 

. 107 whioh were working in tho dirootion of Uladenovat*, The 2nd Army 
200 
207* with the Independent Cavalry Division occupied the Hnei S ibni t ta - 

' HP8 r«ova£>n»"-Medvodnialc«>'wVaif«n| 3rd Army the l ine i V 

. rr, 379 Kami to Kottka, wMle the l!,s'niUa *r«yf vhioH y>f« ^oro suoh wonders 
582, 

with tho meager foroos aval la l le - -oorte«t ln . ev»ry inch of ground 

whllo i  t f e l l baok slowly—was astride the western Horava Kivor 

on the l ine i Kita--Kablo*-«Ovtohar.-!iftrl:ovitta, 

The end of Hovomber marked a very or i t ioa l stago not only in 

tho history of the bat t le but aloo in tho military s i tuat ion in 

southeastern Europe* The Serbian nation, though fu l ly aware of the 

. r . ?.V2, faot that i t  s vnry existence r.as in'jeopardy, on the whole faoed 

:•". ;•-. 382. the faots with admirable oalm and s t o l o i s n , They were a l i t t l  e 

nation f ighting a great Empire, they were worn out and short of 

everything and, perhaps more tragio than a l l , tho amnunition 

promised by the rioher a l l i e s had been delayed too long* Thus 

they f e l t tha t , even i f ooaplete defeat followed, i  t would be no 

disgmoe. 

l\»oh has already teen eald about the state of the army, Laok 

of food, c lothing, tonts and trensport, lnoessatit f ighting and 

triarohlng under ardouc oonditions, heavy oaaualitio6 whioh i  t was 

beyond the power of the staff to make good, and, above a l l  , the 

absence of ammunition, had done the ir work* Their previous suooess 

F. •.,-. 203. hftd D e e  n due to patriotism and elan whioh counted for more than 

. i>;-. 416. military d i so ip l ine i but now, tho one had booome broken and Mho 

other onfeebled, and retreat upon retreat , combined with the 

sufferings incidental to unsuccessful operations in such a country, 

19. 



had spread a wave of dire depression throughout rank and f i l o  . 

Little news reaohed the outside world during those dark daye 

for It was not oustoBjary to report defeat. Yet the publio learned 

from Vienna and Sofia that the Serbs had broken and there was great 

! , pr, 204, rejoioing In the German and Austrian Capitals, The Entente powers 

] . pi*. 382, fully appreciated the gravity of the situation and went so far a? 

to imrito Greeoe to step In to the assistance of her ally, which, 

however, she refused to do on thfc ground that she would bo exposed 

to a flank attaok from Bulgaria and the communications of both her

self and Serbia with Salonika jeopardised. 

However despite the apparent hopelessness of i  t rvll, there 

remained deep in the hearts of the Serbian loaders a conviotlon 

that the decisive enscgoment had yet to bo fought, (It may be 

pointed out that as yet no battle had been fought to a finish)* 

; . r.•;. 2G4 Day after day Colonel Pavlovitoh of the gonoral staff, had analysed 
2C6. 

the statements of the Austrian prisoners and, from these, ooupled 
r » p." • 382» 

with th» slowness of the enemy to advance, he oonoluded that serious
 
• . i. . 4 1 5 . 

diffloultios of transport were being onoountered and that the 

donoraliration In the ranks of the Austrians was no less narked 

than in those of the Serbs* Further, email consignments of ammunition 

were at last , in splto of interference by the Bulgarians, beginning 

to arrive frcti Russia and Franoe«(7ho Russian contribution was 

brought down the Danube to the mouth of the Tinok Rivor, whence 

ran a narrow gauge railway to Kish. Tho ships were fired on fron 

Bulgarian shore, and an unsuccessful attempt was subsequently made 

by armed Bulgarian bands to blow up a tunnel near Zaitohair, Both 

efforts failed, The Port of Kntry for the Frenoh shells was 

Salonika, and thenoe they had to be transported up the railway 

running through Macedonia along the Vftdar, Here a band of Bulgarian 

irregulars, invaded Serbian territory, blew up tho bridges over 

the river, and burned Its wooden pillars* Some trains were already 

over but others wero dd f̂d for over a week*) 
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The arrival of munition! removed tho prir.oip.xl cause of rotreat 

and i  t had boooaw neoossary, at all costs to restore tho moral of 

the soldlors, This oould only be done by ft vigorous oountoroffonslve, 

Xing Peter, old, deaf and siok, joined his Army in the field and 

addressed his nen as follo.Y8i "Heroes," he said, "you have taken 

two oaths—-one to me, your King, and tho other to your pountry, 

i. n?-, 61f I am an old, broken num, on the «dpo of the ^ravo, ard I releaso 
: . vr» 205. you from your oath to mt From your othar oath no on? can release 

•'., !v,t 383, you. If you feel -hat you oannot RO on, go to your hoirts, and I 

•:. r>r, 416, pledge my word that after the war, i f wo oome out of i t  , nothing 

shall happen to you, But—I and my sons stay hero." This appeal 

had i t  s offoot and not a nan left the ranks* The staff had al-

ready set about the organisation for the one last bid for viotory 

and on Deo, 2nd, Marshal Poutnik ordered that on Deo, 3rd, tho three 

Serbian Armios, together with the Ushitea Amy, should attaok al->ng 

the wholo front, 

Up to this point tho strategy ofttho Austrian Staff had been 

planned on broadly oonoeived lines an*1 was within reasonable 

distanoe of suooessful execution. Employing Souvobor as a pivot, 

with their right wing holding a very strong position on Malyen and 

their lef t firmly established south of Belgrade, they were atta'Bpt

inp to ewir,£ their ritrfct in tho direction of Tohatohak and !'llanovatt 

and their left down tho 5/orava River through tlladenovats. This 

plan, i f suooossfully carried out, would have redder* d untenable 

tho heights of Hotlka and enabled them to round up the Serbian 

forces together with tho arsonal at Kracuj'evats and the capture of 

Nieh would have follov.-ed as a matter of oourse, Hi»* naneuvor, 

A. p^, 50, though sound enough, had certain disadvantages. It Involved an 

r. p.;. 208. extontion of front whloh oould bo accomplished only by weakening 

V., pp;, 38*. the oenter, and the right wing (XV and XVI Corps) had already been 

pushed far from i t  s base and was even now served by very inferior 

oomminioatlone. Under the olrounstanoes, however, General Potiorek 
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> considered a Sorbian revival highly lnprobablo find tho riek %1uiitified» 

Ae wo shall p r o s i l y see thovii'V hl» str*t<*fy was nevor allowd to 

develop, for It vrns precisely «t that m>rlod wtinn U P Austrian left 

«as being atrengthenod and AOved to tho right bank of tho rolubara, 

that Marshal Poutnlk luunohed his great oountoroffenaive. 

The Sorbian plan had for i t s objoot tho piorcln? of the Austrian 

oonter and than falling up and crushing the separate parts of the two 

Amies in detail t Tho 2nd and 3rd Armies, by reason of thn ground 

before thorn ware in a comparatively favorable position lor attack. 

The taek whloh lay before tho Ushltta and 1st Ar^y, hov.iever, was nuioh 

r « 209, more diffioult. The ontiie suoooes of the counterattack hinged on 

the ability of the 1st Arcy (now oomrruinded by Oonoral I/iahltoh) to 

reaoh tho linoi Ma).yen--Souvobor--Prostrouga, Yihilo the Ushitra Arny 

vms charged with tho protootlon of tho loft flank of the 1st Amy and 

Its failure to do so would roan irrotriovablo disaster, 

At this time the four 41 visions of tho 1st Army mustored only 

22,000 bayonets Kut the sevoral days rest pernlttod them by the 

or.eriy oouplod vdth tho faot that artiller;/ a,*nmunltlon had oonr^noed 

to arrive, served to Improve the moral of tho troops, Hiysioally 

restod and onoouragod by the stirring messago from the King they 

attacked on tho morning of Doo, Srd with euoh fury that the Austriana 

were taken ooiaplotoly by surprise. They appeared to havw been so 

absorbed with their succose--so confident of a triumphal maroh 

nn. 211, forward—that thoy had neglected the most elementary precautions 

-, 364, for their seourlty, and, as a result, were oaught moving liesurely 

along the roads, not in the open oountry, but in valleys and 

passes oom-nanded by the heights above. By 9j00 A.If, an advanco 

on tho v/hole front had been registered and a number of officers-

moa and oonsiderablo matoriol oaptured, Reoovering from tho f irst , 

shook the Austrian resistance stiffened somewhat but by nightfall 

the let Amy had advanced to the liner Koshtounieh«--Te3oMn— 

V The Ushitra Array roaohed the linoi Oodoun--Hill 879 

22. 



with i t  s rl^ht but i t s U f l  , mwotinf, strong oppoalUoii v/4« unable 

to do more than hold i t  s own, 

To tho north the 3rd Army .vas subjected to a strong attaok 

but hold and direotod a turning movement against the hostile right 

rrith suoh suoooss that tho Combined Division eventually established 

211, i  t sol f on KamaU-DioBod a portion of tho heights Vrlftya and thr«atoned 

364» the Austrian rear* From theso positions tho attaok was renowed at 

416 10|SO P«H» in a dosporate of fort to throw the enemy baok on the 

Rivor Lig» 

On tho front of the 2nd Army tho tforara I captured Shtaratoh 

(379) and Balin Qrob (329)—tho outlying defenses of Krowntita 

Kongo, Timok I, after a short but strenuous attack, eoourod the 

211, heights of Bictritsa Vis (295) and Ir'/ov&toha (271) whilo Shoyiadia 

?65, I , driving in ho»tilo opposition reaohod the genoral iinet Kapar 

(201)— Olcresak—Hill 187* Tho lrdoperdont Cavalry Division bog an 

working up tho valley of Tourla, 

Deo, 4th, 

In front of the 1st Army the eneny were observed ovaouating 

Prostrouga but further advance in that direotlon and Souvobor was 

hold baok due to tho difficulty the Uehitsa Army was having in 

holding its ground under torriflo counterattacks delivered by the 

213, Austrian XVi Corps, The 3rd Army was also ohooked by enemy 

>1C resistance but made some progress. The yrlaya was oooupled with 

the exception of its highoat point—the Austrians pulling up on 

the lino Kik—Tohiker—yrlaya—Lipet, 

Conoornlug the 2nd Arny, there was little to report. The 

Krertwnltta ran?o pro seated a vory fornidabic obstacle to the 

advance toward Laiarevati and all attaoks by ths Korava^I ard 

213, Tiiriok I broko down before a stubborn defense, Tho right oolurm 

415 of the Shoumadla I fallod to roaoh Arapovats but tho loft, finding. 

Hill 187 strongly fortified, attaokod at 4tOO P.M. and captured 

it. The Independent Cavalry Division made, eon© additional progress 

up the Touria Valley, while to the east, strong hostile foroea 

23, 



A, pg, 62,

D, pft, 216,

K, pg, 385,

H, pg, 416,

approftohinn from tji« north, oftme in contact with the detaohmont of
 

lelgrado*
 

Doo, 6th
 

During the course of tha day the Austrian turning movoitvstit 

u^ainst the northern front of the Sorbs developed into a soriouf 

rwraoo and tho Tlmok I rmo relieved tr>6 dlspatohed (Doo* 8th) to 

tho assistance of tho Dotaohaiont of tfolgrado«»lts abandonod front 

beins taken over by olowonts of +K Horava I and Shou:mid|0 I  , ?h© 

forava T p*isvod i t s atl%«V on iy.n Kro^vrltra•F«nr* whloH, tlioxtgh 

0e8pyrat«ly d»fer*Jod, rac finally capturod with t>« «xc»ntion of 

Hill 371, Apparently, this raoult VIAB so.'«i7hat 'jnyxj>oot«d by tho 

Auotrian Klgh Command for, although obvious preparationa for A 

oountorattaok were observed, i t failod to materialise, 

An assault undertaken by tho right of Shownandia I against Kill 

212 yielded no results savo a few prisoners but i t s lef t progressed 

as far as Hill 173 and effooted laleon with Timok I noar ZaoY.9 (as 

rotod this division did not move to tho assistance of tho Dotaohmont 

of Belgrade unt i l tho 6th), 

 Tho 3rd Army oontlnuod to hold Tohlker and the res t of i t s front 

 against ropeatod assaults* 

 The 1st Army preacod forward with auol. vigor that i  t soon rogained 

 i t s former positions of ProRtrouga—Hayats— Souvobor—Babina, 

pierolnK the AMPtrIan sonter and mftkln^ i t impossible for thnlr 

forces in the Kolubara and wostern "orava Valley to rerder raitual 

assistanoo to one another. 

Or i t s part the Uehitta Army was engaged in heavy fighting on hoth 

bank3 of the western Morava and, despite stubborn resistance, i t 

was forced to give ground at aoave points, Howovor suoh local sot 

baoks were no>longor fraught with danger as i t was nor/ obvious that 

even a part ial suocess would thron tho Austrian6 in full re t rea t . 

This was obtained later In the day by tho Uehitra Pripado on Jilt; 

Krstats and under the influence of this taotioal viotory tho whole 

of the host51o foroos ooBVP-encod to retire. 

24. 



Doo, 6th 

was l l t t l  o doubt now but t la t tha 3rd Austrian Invasion 

Would prove an von rraatflr failviro than the f irs t , T^olr rlrht 

âd teei badly out up during tho $trvrtl* o  n "ft» '''r'tats and, nvlr.£ 

followed up the victory by a nlf;ht Attack (Duo, &th) the U«hit*a 

\ruy suooeoded In regaining possession of Oofn* lora and Zolonl 

Rroc, 

Eofore tivo 1st /any, all evt^onoo of organised roslcteutoo had now 

dloappaarod and the battle deger-wrated Into a more ohaae of th© 

one my AIOW; tho muddied roadst '^r.tire battalions vtoro roundod up 

and sent to the rear and th* capture of cannon and natoriol Vooas« 

ao ooenon place that Oonoral !!l«hitoh ceased ovon to collect or 

report his booty4 By nightfall tho last remaining chain of 

fortresses (rAly&r--nouda--We<!nilc--Ooukoshi) was in Gorbian hands 

and tho Austri&ns in full flight toward Vuljovo, 

Tho effect of this rout rras not lost on tho forces facing the 3rd 

'ir-v, and, once pressure wae roli&v^r}, it̂ Jrook up the pursuit f 

Lir*t was taken «arly, to "be followed shortly by ToMkor, However 

. •''.. tho AustrlAn forces on tho sootor of Ki'onwr.ltta lionge s t i l  l oocupied 

, :J.1C
223. 

 by thou i"'»A'» firn and in order to brook down this obctaole to the 

. .'.85. 
oapturo of Laearovatt, tho Drina II (3rd Artny) was deployed on tho 

loft of the position. 
. -I L i .  , v. • . 

On tho north tho oneny directed a violent attaok against the extreme 

right on Varovnltta, This wing vras at onoo strengthened by the 

introduction of thf Eoaerves of tho detaohmont of Belgrade* Those 

provod Insufficient, ho.vovor, and tho situation booame so pre

carious that tho Timok I (as already raontloned) vms taken from the 

2nd Army and dispatched by force narohos to Kocwvi. 

Deo, 7th 

Tho pursuit contlnuoJ relentlessly throughout the day, Tho 
TfBMtEA Armjr was following olosaly i t  s adversary in the seotor 
1 ot a- a— Xosyerltoh—'Ishltta, while thf» troops of the 1st Arny, 

Ichvinr thoir supply columns far In rear, rushed forward and 

25. 



• • * • • • . . ' • ;  » • • s 

Buoooodod In isolating'lnr^o lodiob of hootii© troops by cutting tho 

oonaunloatione bofrvpon £o,uko&hi and ! ionftr.a and butvroen i'-alyon and Valjayo* 

'•"no flrd Ar••"':,' o H i ^ d tVo one^v In i t* 'roni arrt, nft^r a et'ibV.orn 

f i l ^ t , the 2nd Amy, tilth t><* «e«l8tftno« of Drlna ft, occupied 'cha 

, 2.1? r.ro-.^ritr-a hoit'/it«» , '" 

SCO* In front of tho Bolgre^do Dotachv^nt, fiijhtins of a vory sevoro 
continued throughout tho day and, though auiMroue aesaalts 

\voro beater off, the j|,ucti'lar,B gained sono fr
 

Doo, 8th
 

On D»?oonb«r W\ tha tv/o pursulflp, Arnios arrivoO boforo 'Jghitto 

and V&Xjcvo, Aî plc' t lr* had boon avail&'blo for tho ^arrLson^ to pro-

p-iro additional dufonslve worVre pjid ft at&nd was oxpeoty^. Thu 1 shitea 

u*ny iwt with considerable reslotancci bp.t nothing now oould atop then 

and tho fwnoug 16th Corps soon turned t a l  l wad rraro fleoinp; toward tho 

'.•3!'cJor# At Valjovo tho approaehoe had beon ontrei oht>d and gun» r*re 

i., position, Eoivovor. tho Sorbs rofusod ft frontal attack but workod 

'<rni.jp.<* the flonVra and Btruck i  t tMn A'tutrlftn rflar-«tftkinf *'-5wm as 

v nlotely by surprise ao if <;>oy htd. r<?vei* Ynnr6 of thfi'* cuminf# 

• siotanco broke i i/rdialcly kni t't» .ain Corbiaa force* wora shortly 

'^rohinf through tho town toward Lotnitza t.nd ahabatn. Part of tho 

1st troy pushed alone the Loenltta road, part toward Sl^ubate, vfliilo " 

th>i Srd Arny, with i t s lef t already over the Kolubarft south of Oub, 

r.oF'in to vrheol to tho north, pivoting on La«arovat» with i t s outer 

'. lank following tho direction Oub—Ob renovate. Tho battle oh tho 

vestom front was noi? vii*«ually ovor, Tho Austrian*, spl i t up Into 

divars oolurma, vrore &peoding toward tho bordor rdth no thought or 

i» PK* ?'1V» î  olinatlon ovon for roar guard aotlon, yielding prironors in nasao 
ar:<*r n 387.  shodding field guns and costly oqulppwnt with less oo.upunotlon than 

..f. t:io crew of a sinking ship ,Jottison mobilo doad woip,ht. 

by Coo, 10th the Ushitta /jr^y had seen tho l a s t of i t s foos over tho 

Drina aed throe days la te r the lot Ar.ry oooupied the lovor reaohos 

«f the Drina urd1 3«v«t. fro'n .l^osnHta to Shabatt. -. 

In the nort'T tvt» rr\ar\y a'taok co iinicd "»KV i>pft"«»tfl<5 f'^ry, 'beinf, 

''At'-.-i&'Xch prl>.rAi,i~.t:\.-- m-t>,:,.r.r.': . ; ;- ^ v l , >x.,4, " ;s ' K(.. • *v'!C>V; i n s u o h u n g 

n suoooosfu) rbcisbteeo in i.':.lc w•«•:<., aa'ij.t.lor.^1 units (Shouldit* 



•Jourll'j i'tc-:i .••ul.-.i'occii'.ufitb, ;>ilovHi;r. (620) wae laVow an'i a l i t t l  e 

I'tbM' Koy.tn.1 lfcsolf foil,1 For a fVjw hours the i'aU of tho whole 

, ;,t i'>>iur. victory hun# In bal-rico, tmd tht» oonsoquopoos of tho pot 

!'v«' ;<1 Kt hfiva bQ'>n dloaotrous >iaj itot aomo troops fron tho dotaoh

ojit o^ Obfonovatj urrtvud on thw Kogatoha hrdo vhor^ they vroro
 

!i1i)n to tako tho attack in flank t»n<J chook i t  s propreea, This re«»
 

• !.l-i	 .,:Ablod the ii«rbo to reform and, undor protuotion of a r t i l l e r  y 

oil '.o.-ho i t i t t a (466) thoy lnvti-jdiatoly oounfcerattaokod. Tho Auetriauis 

•j|o?id»d .dth gront stulibormioee but by, 3ioO Pf Ii, I'alovagn wa»
 

stor (' P.IK? rotnVo) ,;duo principally to a flanking attaok from tha
 

vaH/iy of the Koaaoline, A hostile nountorattaok, undortakon a h&lf
 

•;0'.'!' latui'i failed and by 4i00 l , ' l , Kosnai was again In Serbian hands, 

rri \! i*>l'}c contlnti'd throufhout the nirht in tho Varovnitea eeotor 

',,.'., ' 'rruito p^rio^o of cr is ie , tho S»n*V>8 hold t'-olr ground, 

Doo. 9th 

.\11 day Vhn Auotriane saado '1'opoated attacks against the wholo
 

of t)vr Uridrm front (north) ar;d, in particular, against Varoynitta,
 

V;'-.O»VJ tivn stwjv'^lo dovyln^d into ono of groat ferocity, for both
 

sidfto realltdd that tho finiil issue of tho 3rd Invasion was now at
 

cUxkc, V<o spootaoul'tr progress was registered but the Serbs
 

'nvj: vually socurod the uppor hand and the Hapsburg forces gradually 

liO'.v^nced to f,ivo wo.yt A Brigade' of Cavalry was at once dispatched 

t«lo!i tb*> t'ylaBhjnitc^ Kivor and northward toward Obronovatt to 

ri-vvu; t a;y fRSSa^e of the Kolubara and to crov/d the host i le forces 

into the ov-ar narrowing trianglo vMoh hed i t s apex at Belgrade, 

.iteo, 10th 

Tho order for-fjonerav1 pursuit was issued'on thy evening of Deo, 

10th---ho RfWsrof" to bepin at 7i00 AJ', Doc, l l t h  , The 3rd Army 

(nov?' cottfiisiiri/r of t to Combined Elvisioh, Drlna I t ; Tlnnfc II and the 

1.' dopoiuifjfit Cavalry Division) wns to advance by the road StepoyovatsE—• 



F*r< troopo Wlor.ffir.p: to tho Dotao'nuoM of Boljrr^do whloh wr* then 

oonoortratid in tho Xoemfei footer, wore placed undor t>e OQ'iW&nd of 

r&rshal Stopanovitoh (2nd Army) and tfivon tho mission of tfrivlnji; tho 

or.omy toward tho oapitol along the road fclbnitza—Tslenaoki Koutoho 
* 

(3C0) and over te r r i to ry lying to i t  s l e f t , Tho dotnohment of Itolpr-' do 

£t -. 227, (now oonBi'/cing of tho 'ioruva I and tho 5rd Ban troopa oonoortrattd 

){# (•;•« 116, on tho Varovnlt* h sootor) >?»8 to prooood by the main Bolf.rado ro*d 

W2d ovor torra i r to i t  s r ight , oooupy Orodeka and maintain lalson, on 

tho lof t , with reorganised 2nd Amy and, on tho i'lgh't, with tha dfltaoh

mont of Dranltohovo, v/hioh had oono up and ooouplei} .-oudaretl, and 

was guarding tho ontranoe to tho l'orav<i valley, 

Tlmok II (5rd Artny) vras ordorod to oooupy Cub and Obx'enovat* for 

protootion of tho loft flank, whilo tho f^orara II was detnoHod from 

tho 1st. Anpy «nd instnioted to ,1oln tho 3rd Any by orosslr^* tho 

V'olubara "bo two or ronatilE* und EtopoyAva'tt, 

Deo, l l th 

Tho Bolgrado dotaohsient, advanolng in two oolumns, the loft 

on Koviona and tho right ort Strasha, early oawe in contaot with the 

-.ustrians along tho general line Str&ehaf.-Lypa--Xoviona, whioh, 

though but hasti ly for t i f ied, was a yery formianbleposition, The 

."orbs ijrvmodlfttoly deployed atid f-ttpokod ftlong tho whole lino with 

B« pr, '•''><•• '* tho main effort diveoted toward Gtrasha. Such was the ftercflr.esa 

T, pg* ?Bii» of th© att^ok that tho .W8tri*.iB"prooipitutely ubandoned the nountair, 

oxr>O8ii»{* !ypa to flanV, attaok—<w opportunity whloh,tho Gorba im

odiatoly attempted to tako (xdvar>tago of but werf stopped by heavy 

a r t i l l e ry f ire from Hill 305. 

Doo. 12th 

T^o-attfceV 6t)ntinuft«5 on, >ot* »i(?o8 of the $tr»>.ha-~tV«G ttr.emy 

rJoferidi^c etubbori'ly ^nd counterattaokirij; rrtpoatodly but by nlf;ht 

tho Sorbo had succeeded in working xip to within 60 y&rde of the

.uctrian positions, from Koviona to Hill 3C4, In preparation for 

ft! a s s a v l i, r - t r ] r y : r , ("̂  t h e \>)i'l t * ' " T i " . o ! : I l ' - i v i s i . o n ( ^ u j t i ' - y ) 

K < . - W - < \ i'r.<. r / i ^ ^ t s o f / i l l 4 ) ; : ' , \ d 1 ^ i-V-t. «.>ws--;y i n . .  f r o n t o  ? 'hh'i 
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* 229«

K* pj»* 388,

:: E, pr,, 229,

K* pg#- 3B8.

5rd Array, after ft movnin* of hard fighting, gave way o 

 &nd WP<> B0On i  n fHght toward the north, Tha Drlna H Itamodialely 

t 0 0 ^ UP t J l ° pursuit and onto red Borak at 3)00 F#1I| (vt rrhioh tliva 

a oavalry brigade w»« rushed up from Vreoetl and Ciapatohod via 

Konatttia toward "osHa^it i* in «n effort to out off the hostile 

foroos, 

Deo, l»th 

At 9f46 A,M, typa was carried by u frontal assault , This 

exposed tho defenders on Kovioita to flanking fife from both Lypa 
7/""l":< • 

and Kill 418-»with tho roeult that th is oommcciding ground was 

linaedlatoly abandoned, the a r t i l l e ry and infantry retreating along 
, , ; : • , .. , • , 

the road, toward the oocsnondlng heights or Avala, with tho Sorbs 
, , ,, ., •• , • 

in oloce pursuit* At 12»4O P.M., after an lntenso a r t i l l e ry prop

aration, Hills 305 and 304 tforo attacked and taken* This suooess 

destroyed oouplotely any idoa that the Austr iae might havo 

ohdriehed of retrieving tho position and onoe more pursuit, along 

tho whole front, began. 

The two amlu'e were now entoring a smaller triangle with i t s 

apox at Eelprado and i t s base otretohing from tiie mouth of the 

* olubara1 to GrodsVca, The terrain encompassed therein was generally" 

rountairoue and very favorable for do fun tie but so rapid was the 

pursuit of the Serbs that by evening one column of tho Timpk I 

Division,(2nd Army) had passed arovmd Avala, while iho other got 

in rear of the Austrian pax guard rotir lug from Kovionr and 

rounded i t up, together with a battalion of Chasseurs, The 

Shouuadia I (2nd Army) reaohod Crlovatt, ^atrido the Topohidore 

R i v e r  a t a p p  r o x i m a t e l y t h G £ e o j n o ' ; , t i ( m o » ' :'•'.. "••, •'•.' '••]•• '• •. •:.,-.'!'• ";
: '•'•;.•. 

The detachment of Belgrade, in order to maintain oontaot, d is 

patohed throe strong flyi^tfi oolujnns. Oh the rigKt, by Bbletoh— 

in the oentojpi by Vrtohiri towiu'd Kretchwie (Hill) and on the lef t 

by Alava toward Torlnk, 

Or. the front of tho Srd Amy, tho Drina II attacked at 6:00 P.!,1:. 

5 t i tho 

http:�:.,-.'!'�


fthts of Feirovgrob, This olstaole they approached at mld» 

j in A downpour ol rain, und into <3 lately deployed for attack> 

The progress of the loft wing had boon loss rapid than headquarters 

, 'i . 'W, would havo liked, Evory effort had beon m&do to hurry the Cavalry 

, 388, Division along the Sava valley with tho mission of outting oonw 

minications between Belgrade and Scnllin but tho nature of tho 

ground and shell fire from the rlvur monitors, which raked tho 

Makiah Plain, considerably retarded the advanoe, Nevertheless 

before nightfall tho Austrlans wore driven out of t-'oshtemitsa and 

foroed to fight the i r way toward Jarkovo, 

Deo, 13 

At 3»30 A,M» Iftina II (3rd /irny) oapturod Potro\grob with a 

bay Olio t charge* In front of the 2nd Army the Austriane wore 

oooupyinj?: vexy strong positions on the heights around Torlak and 

totvroon Hakovltta--Yayents« and! Strachevitea. Tho Shount&dla I 

advanced against tho left of this line while Timok I nianouvered 

for an assault against Torlak (The ground In front of Timolc I was 

opon and offored the onomy an unbroken floId of fire • The vrhole 

norning was used by the division In getiing into poiition for attaoh), 

• , 230 At 10i00 A«UV Stra&hevitta was takon and la ter Rokovitta.On the 

233 lo f t # f the 3rd Army was follqsring tho retreating enemy along the 
Z Z 4  . ., .,....,.. , „ ,  . , . , ,, , , , . , -' 

roads Fetrovgrob--Hill 2b8 and MoshtanitBO-— Jeiesivik^thilo a 
r , ~ .  3 8 8 , •.; ; ,; ;,.;.: .•;•._,;, ' ; ,, :;• ..••;.;, : ' ., • •;' , , ,.;.', . ' ' ;, ;
 

Brigade of Cavalry was working along the Vanish Plain in an attempt
 

to reaoh the bridges and out off the retreat*
 

By noon the center ooliunn of tho detaohment of Belgrade reached
 

the Kretoho.1t> (hill), seotor while its left was approaching Strashara,
 

At 2i30 P.M. Timok I,' assisted on its loft by tho right of Shoumadia
 

I, wont forward to the atti.rt.V/of Torlak and almost inrjodiate ly over

ran tho hostile first line. On the left elemants of the Combined
 

Division (3rd Army) hacTreached Jarkovo while, on the rJ^ht, the
 

dotaohmont ofr«lf;rad9 proceeded to the assault of Strftzhira, At
 

.30,
 



3jOO P,V, Kretohan« (town11 v/»s h^rriorUy •slmndorod* At 4iCC 

TorlnV was cstrriotf At Vrv point of tho baycnot avrt Sh 

tun-od to tho ass i s t^c? of tho 3rd Army, At 4i50 

foil to Shonmndla I and nt tho siune timo iitra&harA/ In cpito of 

strong resistance, v/as tukon by tho dotaohnunt of Bolprado, Tho 

, -:.'iO, only cheok ^.'Jnlnietorod during tho day waa to tho oavulry brigade 
i ^ " ! l 

:.'S vm« stopped by oroos fire froa tho Austrian positlono and tho 
2?A, 

river monitors, 
, "08, 

Mfr,ht oaw TO arrest to tho aotion, The Cerbian bat ter ies continuod 

firirtf on the rotroatinE forcoa v/hilo tho center of tho dotaoh

nent of Belgrade fought i t  s v;ay 6toar)ily toward Skroklouk and i t  s 

right pnehed toward Torino and Kloup^, 

D6o, 16th 

Tho right oolv«:ai of the dotaohmont of Bolci'^do mot vdth strong 

roar puard aotion in front of Frlr.o ttrd "loupe but at 5JtOOA» M» 

•hr resistance) wa.Vercd ard by/5j30 A, V.f. tVo heh rhtc had Inan 

taVon» ' r'ki»nf!clouJc ivae 6oeupi> d toforo dawi.aiifi th« • Sorb's with their 

guns now on tho heighto bofoi'o Belgrade bogatj shelling tho pontoon, 

, ;•;»">•;, bridges, 

, '! ' . At 7»00 A ^  r ft detaohmont;pf'Cavalry (2nd ^(ny) pntorod Bf?ljr,rade 

, - 'K. to be followed >lv.tor by,'.'t?to Ir>ffthtiy of tho detaohrtcsnt of Belgrade, 

Street fighting of th*j f/.orceet naturo continuod throughout tho 

day but by night the ln^t of tho Austrian forcoo .iroi*o either aoroes 

tho rivor ot' had surrendered. Thus ignomlnouely onded tho 3rd 

Austrian invasion. 

Of the ..Arvy of 300,000, v/hioh oroeeod the prina and Sava 

Ivi ve r s, oo r  t ftinly nof. mo re than 200,000 ro tu mo d, 323 o f f ioo t et 

and 41,216 mon v«ro 'cakon prisoners, approximately G0,000 viere 

killod ornoutidod Wid tho o«uip?n«mt, abandoned in the headlong 

flight 'to thc;:"ho3T(Jer,''l'ir»calo^i9b.l6>,*,' 'There vrer© suoc.bsse'e'.noro'.;.;.'',-" 

vast but i  t is douttfui v/Kothor any had a more important•• bearing: 

upon the immodiat<9 progress of tho mtr, Thn victory of the Kolubara 



constituteB ono of tho greatest doeds in military history, end if 
• .  f • 

l . ">•. 237, unique in i ts example of tho manner In whioh an army, i l  l equlppod 

;•. r/,, 393, and without reserve a, was able, notvdthstanding tho ftbsenoo of 

material-"-tho fatiguo of almost incessant fighting—and with al-

most oertain dofoat staring i  t in the faoo, to rieo up and snatoh 

t. brilliant victory out of a monaoing and disastrous situation, , 

The presenoo of the King at the front, tho strategy of the 

staff, tho tlnoly arrivaV of amrtunition and tho leadership of 

'"iohltoh (Gor.eral KlcMtoh was na<3o a Field "arshal on the battle-

B. p^t 237, field in reward for th« raagnifibont aohlovo:at»nt of the 1st Army 

i:, pn. 393, undor his oonsiRnd), all contributed to the glorious result of this 

great battlej but th? ohief honor must go to the Serbian soldiers, 

who, worn out by years of warfare, suffering from hardships un

heard, of in other armies and demoralited by weoks of defeat, rose 

vdtli renewed oounvge at thoir oountry»s call, and with unsurpassed 

valour, drovo tho well armed and disoiplinod armies of the Hapsburgs 

beyond thoir frontiers in utter rout. 

32. 



ANALYSIS 

/. briif Analysis of this e&tp'ilfr, OR*, rv.«rhnp», lust be nude 

by a ootipurleon of ti'no methods—taovios t;r>d mun*.n»v>jrp \isod by both 

the Auctriaiis and Serbians—with tho prinoiplos outlined In our 

Field Cor̂ ioo Nggnlfttions and taught at this eohool, 

PIS»RI—para, 580—pago 119, 

^"Unices tho situation and strorgth of the available forces 

indicate tho advisability of holdin£ tho rivoi* line as a lino of 

resistance, i t i8 usually Vest to hold the mass of tho forces in a 

position in readinoso at suoh diotanoo to tho rear that thoy oan 

Jnterveno at any point whoro a croBsinfj nay be attemptod, The 

river lino is then hold by rolativo weak detaohmojitsi stronger 

dotaohsvonte with roeorvos aro postod at the most probablo points 

of orossing." 

The Sorbs attonptod to hold eotne hundred miles of river front 

(DrSnn end Sava) by a oordon defense. This was far teyond the 

capabilities of hor stnall ar^y, 

Kosialt—V̂ hon the; Austrian att*ok oauw, their poaitione wore oasily 

oarriod and they wera forcod to fall baok. Thus began a retreat 

that they were not able to stpp,'u«$il they had roaohod their final 

positions bofore Milanovats. Had they held tho river front with 

weak foroes—with strong reserves stationod at stratogio points-

they would, in all probability, have been able, at least, to delay 

the Austrian advanoo for days* 

F.S.K. —para,490—page 490• 

"Pursuit of a decisively defeated enemy must bo pushpd to the 

utmost limit of tho physical onduranoe of tho,troops and no importunity 

given him to reorganlto his foroes and reoonstituto his defonso. 

This cannot be accompli shod by a straight'pushing be.ok of the 

hostile foroes on their linos of cotn-tturtloation, Direot proBSure is 

conbir.od v.ith outflanking nvanouv-jr otc." 



While the Serbs wore n*var doolaively dofoatod»-tvieir 

ioally inferior amy-»thoir Vaok of all .leoeasar;" aupplioa, partic

ularly ammunition, and thoir low state of moral, onoe tlioy began to 

fall baokj plaooa thorn in tho above oatagory* 

The Austrian8 wore invariably slow to follow up their success* 

Be suit--The Serbian a wore always *blo to extrioate thomaolvoa—at 

times frctA dai.gerous poeitions--fall baok and reconstitute their 

defense, 

Qn the other hand the Serbian 1st and Ushitta Annie a--onoe they 

had the Austrian XV and XVI Corps on the run«-*ero relentloss in 

pursuit, 

Result—Two well equipped—and mm rioally superior forooa were 

dooisively defeated and their retreat turned from an orderly with

drawal to an utter rout* Had General Poutiiik followed the same 

tnotioa in tho north by pushlne the advance of his 3rd Amy west 

of tho Kolubara, they results might have been the 

P ,G,R.—parR. 473—page 96, 

"The objeot of a ma.ior attaok in a stabilised situation i s 

to force the enomy Into open ground with a viow to his subsequent 

defeat by the application of the wothoda of open warfare. The 

ob'eotlve atA direction of the attaok are so eeloot|>d that a supcess
: : : ;
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ful offonsive notion will render the enewy's general position 

untenable and force a withdrawal on a wide front," 

General Potiorek's plan of attaok (double penetration) against 

the Kolubara position was stratogioally sound but his eeleotion of 

or objootive, on the front of tho Sorbian l e t Array, wae faulty. Had 

ho deployed his maae further south and atruok the extreme left of 

the 1st Ajnayt thero is no doubt but that ho oould, at that titno, 

have pierced the breaoh betweon tho 1st and Ushitsa Amlos—outflanked 

the dominating range of Souvobor and forced tho evaouation of both 

i t and Goukoshi—a maneuver whioh would have forded tho Sorbs to 

opornto a opocdy retreat to tho positions before Iftlanovate i t se l f 



end ulght have out the Ushittu Arny from tho main Serbian for COB, 

Thtc failure to propoirly approoiato tho terrain»-noc©ositated 

eight days of strenuous fighting to drive tho Sorbo from tVieir 

positions* It pro sen ted tho Serbian Oortuuider in Chief with souo 

vory preoioue time and in tho final analysis defeated tho Austrian 

vlans of rounding up tho i i t t lo Serbian Array in i ts entirely. 

41, 

"Irforwation ie tho baals not only of nlaro of operation but 

of ieasur«8 taV.en by a oownand for its seoutiry," 

Fora, 2G£<»-page 41, 

"A oonvnand proteoto itself againat t'.o surprise attaok of 

hostile ground troops by roconnaiesanoo, by tho employment of 

Boourlty dotaohsvont8, and by the adoption of the aeoosaary inoa6uros 

to insure tho roadiroep for aotlon of i ts oopponent units," 

Apparently tho Austrian6 wore so absorfaod in thoir GUOOOBB, SO 

sure and aooustomed to viotory, so oonfident of a triumphal maroh 

fonmrd that on Doc, 3rd, when the XV and XVI Corps bogon to move toward the 

t'orbian final poBitione before Milanovats, they negleoted tV» 

elementary precautions mentionod above, Result—They wore caught, 

by the 1st Army, moving loj.surely along the roads--not in open 

country—but in valleys and, before' they could recover from the 

shook and t'oploy for defense the Sorbs had inflicted heavy oaeualities 

^ron thorn wiO created a stato of pan!o from *»hich thay never 

recovered, , 

I t has been stated that an ounce of optimism le worth a large 

reserve. On the other hand, however, to oarry thio to the point 

of blinding oneself to tho enemy's capabilities, invites disaster. 

There oan bo no doubt but that ^he repeated failuro of the 

Austrian leaders to pr'oporly evaluate the l i t t l e Sorbian Army 

oontributodfln no small port, to tho defeat of the 5rd Invasion, 



| p p 80, 

"No terrain oaii, in yonarAl, dofinitoly atop an 

advcuioe equipped iwith adequate wane etftf" 

Ae stated, Serbia, nltVi tho <3X<n>ptioir of tho Matohva 

1? a lenpt of hi l ls and mountains, intersooted \nith do 

and prftotionlly dovold of roade &iid rcvilrotvda, ttat two largo 

hostile armies wero able to yenotrate inlund some sixty nilee-

got up their auppliee--ammmition and heavy artillei^ and suocepe

fvilly manouvor. 

The loglstlos of this campaign should make an interesting 

and is rooouvumded, 

F,6,IU--pafa, 381—page 77, 

"hNunerioAl Inferiority does not neocssarily oommit a 

to B defensive attitude, Superior hostile strength may be overoome 

through groater mobility, higher morale, and better leadership, 

Superior leadership often enables a numerically inferior force to 

"be stronger at tho point of decisive action," 

Ifr, Frioe itj.'hls book etatos as follonst "The victory of the 

Kolubara oor-eti^vitos one of the finest doods in military history, 

and is unique in i t s example of the manner in vrhioh an army, i l l 

equipped, vrao able, not withstanding tho absence of toa to rial, and 

tho fatigue of uncoasing y;ork in thn trenohes and \rith cortain 

defeat staring i t in the fac^ to rise up and snatoh a brilliant and 

dooi6lvo viotory out of a monaoing aiid disastrous situation. Credit 

for this oust bo aoporded tho gallant Sorbian soldiers and to their 

superior loadors." 
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