29th Infantry Division
After-Action-Report
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ordered, when it had eclosed after landing, to "Advance from assembly

area, seize and hold ISIGNY with the least practicable delay." The

115th Inf, with Mos B and T, 8lst Mml Rn attached, was ordered to

rontinue its mission to the southwest of ST LAURENT., 26 RNT reverted

to control of NG, lst Inf Div, and 116 RNT, which reverted to control ,
of £G, 29th Inf Div, was ordered to rcontinue its mission of clearing
the area west of VISRVILLE-SUR-MER.

The 2nd Inf Div had started to land. On the night of 7 June, the
115th Inf was advanecing south toward LONZUEVILL® - NCRVANVILLE. The
116th Inf was disposed west of ST LAURFNT-SUR~-MER - VIERVILLE, and the
175th Inf was closing into its assembly area.

END OF FIRST PHASE: ALL THREE REGIMENTS NO™ ASHORE.

II. SECOND PHASE: CAPTURE OF ISIGNY AND PREPARATION TO "ROSS
INUNDATED AREA

. D £ 2 - 8 JUNE 19hL. 29th Inf Div was ordered to rontinue the
| advance west GO capbture ISIGNY. The 115th Inf, with one company of

| 7h3rd Tank Bn attached, was ordered to seize and hold the LONGUEVILLE -
' NORMANVILLE ridge. The 116th Inf, (Atchd: 2nd and 5th Ranger Bns,

. 7h3rd Tank Bn less one (o, one fo of 81st "ml Bn,) was ordered to

| | advance along coastal road, VISRVILLE-SUR-MER - GRANDCAVP - ISIGNY
(exel), to mop up enemy resistance in zone along the roast, and to
protect the right flank of the 175th Inf. 175th Inf, (atehd: 7L7th
Tank Bn less one Mo, one btry of 58th Armd FA Bn,) was to continue
its mission of advancing on ISIGNY. The Div Arty, less Combat Team

" attachments, was ordered to coordinate naval and air support. IX AAF

‘wag to bomb ISIGNY with incendiary bombs prior to the attack of the

1175th Inf.

‘ At 2L00 hours, 8 June 19lli, units of the 29th Div were disposed as
follows: 175 R"T was attacking ISIGNY from the northeast along road;
116 RNT was moving west along north rcoast, taking out strong points,
GRANDCAMP-LES-BATNS; 115 ROT was holding the high ground through
IONGUEVILLE. The weather was warm, dry, partly cloudy, with unlimited
visibility. The beachhead had been deepened and the general situation
was much improved.

D £3 -9 JUNE 19LkL. The 29th Div (atchd: 58th Armd FA Bn, 187th FA Pn,
Cos B and D ol Olst fml Bn, 7h3rd and 7h7th Tank Bns) supported by air
and naval gunfire, was ordered to advanece from D Day positions, with
the 115th Inf on the left, and 175th Inf on the right, to seize and
organige for defense in depth the ISIGNY - NFUILLY LA FORET - LISON -
LA FOTELATE positions. The advances from the D Day line to the initial
objectives were to be made during the night 8-9 June.

The 115th Inf (atchd: o B of 81lst "ml Bn, 7l3rd Tank Pn) was
ordered to capture initial objectives in their zone during the night
8~9 June, organize sector for defense, establish and maintain contact
with 2nd Inf Div on the left, and commence advance from initial objeective
at 1200 hours to seize objectives 1LE CAERETCUR - Church southwest of
LA FOLIE - MARGUERITE D'ELLE - LES CABLES. The 116th Inf, with 2nd and
Sth Ranger Bns attached, was ordered to defend D Day positions in the
Div zone, prepare to assemble as Div Fes on Div Order vicinity BOIS D® CALRTTE.
The 175th Inf, fo D of 81st "ml Pn and 7L7th Tank Bn attached, was ordered
to seize ISIGNY during night 8-9 June, seize and defend bridge arross VIRE
River at L782, seize objectives 2000 yards southeast of NEUILLY LA FORRT -
LISON - LES ESSARTS without delay, organi-e sector for defense, and protert
right flank of the Div.

On the night of 9 June, units of the 29th Div were disposed as
follows: 175 RNT had occupled ISIGNY at 0200 hours, (the bridge over the
AURE River was not destroyed,) and made contact with the enemy to the south
and west, mopping up small porkets of resistance in and around ISIGNV. 115th
Inf was in a defensive position along the LONGUEVILLE - NORMANVILLE ridge.
The 116 ROT was assembling north of ST GERVAIN. The weather was cloudy,
occasional rain, moderate temperature, visibility limited by fog with low
ceiling. The men were fatigued, but combat efficiency was good.

END vy SEMOND PHASE: TSTGNY TAK®EN, TROOPS REATY TO MROSS INUNDATED ARFA.
ITTI, THIBD PHASE: CROSSTNG OF INITMDATED AREA AND ADVANNS TO ELLS RIVER

D4 4 - 10 JUNE 19Lli. The 29th Div continued on the mission of rrossing
the inundated area. The 115th Inf erossed in a rolumm of bns in the vieinity
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On 16 June, (D £ 9,) the Niv attacked at 0800 hours to serure the
“line AMY - IL®S BUTWAUX - T4 LUYERNE - TA BICTRIE, 115th Inf (less one
bn) assembled vieinity ST WARGURRITE DIWLLT as Morps Reserve, 116th

- Inf, on the left, (atehd: 3rd Bn, 115th Inf, one "o of 8lst ™ml Bn,

one Co, TL7th Tank Bn,) made its main effort on the left and experienced
strong resistance from }Gs and B8mms. Fighting continued throughout

the night. 175th Inf attacked at 08,0 hours with two bns sbreast,
secured the line AWMY - LES BUTEAUY, and rontinued contart with the

enemy with strong patreols.

A pocket of resistance, infantry strength undetermined, which
included some SP 88mms, had been bv-passed anl left vieinity northwest,
west and scuthwest of ST ML AIR-SUR-L'ELIE. One bn of the 115th Inf
was in contart with this enemy.

A On 17 June, (D £ 10,) the Tiv resumed the attack at OLOC hours,

| 116th Inf on left, with attachments, to secure its desisnated objectives
which were reached before dark. 175th Inf, on right, with attarhments,
attarked at OLOC hours to seize and hold the high ground LA ¥QUFFLE -
1000 meters north IES WWSNIT-ROUXELIN, and surceeded in obtaining their
objectives by lste evening. 115th Inf had been released to Div “ontrol
from XIX Torps Reserve. They were ordered to mop up enemy resistance
vieinity ST MTLAIR=-SUR-I'FLLE, whieh was rompleted before ncon. They
then attacked with one bn, at noon, enermy positions vieinity BOIS DB
BEETEL, in the direction southwest of LA IUZERNE, another bn being put
into the attark in the late evening. The regiment stopped for the night
northeast of the line TA FOSSARDITRE - VILLITES FCSSARD. YNo change in
weather, ,

The Div, reinforeced, resumed the attack a t 0800 hours, 16 June,
(D £ 11,) to secure objenrtives LA MRETTRIE - LA LUZERNE - High ground
soutlwest ST ANDR® DE L'SPINE, 115th Inf (less one bn) resumed their
attack to seize and hold high grouwnd vieinity LA IVZTRNE, but was
immediately pinned down and ~ould not advance, and in late afternoon
resumed the defense., 175th Inf attacked with one bn in direction LA
CRETEKIE and by late aftsrnoon ocecupied its objeective, This bn was
later eut off from the remainder of the regiment, and one other bn was
sent to ite assistance and sucreeded in rse-establishinz the line,

On the following day, 19 June, (D % 12,) all three regiments
remained in nsotions, ronduecting vigorous patrolling to the front and
flanks. A minor counterattack developed in the 115th Inf sentor but
was repelled. 0Oo A and O, 121st Tngr Bn, were put in on the right of
the 115th Inf to strengthen the defense, and by late evening was
actively engaged with the enemy north of VILI.IERS FCOSSARD. “Veather
cloudy, rainj; visibility poor.

On 20 June, (D £ 13,) the 116th Inf and 175th Inf continued in
defensive positions, conducting artive patrcliing. 115th Inf attacked
in econjunction with the 121st Enegr Bn (less one o) to seize and hold
VIILIERS FOSSARD, and by nightfall was in position 1000 meters north
of VILLISRS FOSSARD, and had established contart with 175th Inf on
the right. The weather had mocderated and visibility improved.

Beginning on 21 June, (D # 1lL,) the Div assumed the active defense,
with all bns, inecluding the engineer bn, on the line, Agsressive
patrolling was condurted day and night., 121st Bngr Bn wes relieved
b elements of the 115th Inf on 22 June. On 25 June, the strength of
the regiments had been built up to the point where the 116th Inf was
enagbled to withdraw one bn from the line to regirental reserve, This
bn started infantry-tank training in cocrdinated attarks of hedgerows,
Throughout this period artive patrelling continued. Troops were well
rested and morale was high, Weather continued mild and visibility
unlimited.

On 26 June, the 175th Inf withdrew one bn to regimental reserve,
whieh started conducting small unit training. A minor attack was
received in the 175th Inf sector during the early morning hours of
26 June, but was beaten bark. The 803rd TD Bn was detached 0300 hours,
27 June, Weather changed to cloudy, rain, visibility limited, which
continued through 28 June.,

The Div continued to defend its positions. ©On 29 June, ombat
Command "A", 3rd Armd Div, was ordered by XIX "orps to attack through
the 29th Tdiv and, supported by artillery-infantry fire of 29th Div,
reaure the VILLIERS-FOSSARD Salient. 2%th Tiv was ordered to be
prepared to relieve elements of © Momd "A" on their final objertives.



0 Comd "A" attacked through the zone of the 115th Inf at 0900 hours,
. 29 June, and at the close of the day had progressed to a point 600
yards south of VILLIERS-FOSSARD - LA FOSSARDIERE., 115th Inf moved
_up to secure the ground won by the 3rd Armd Div during the night.
. 116th Inf moved one bn to a position east of LA FOSSARDIERE in preparation
%o seize objectives when ordered. 175th Inf continued to defend its
wsitions. Morale continued high; weather clear and ecol until
late afternoon, thereafter local showers.

i Oon 30 June, € Comd "A" resumed its attack until 1500 hours, when
the attack was ordered stopped by 7G, XIX Corps, at which time the

115th Inf was ordered forward to occupy and defend the line 1000 meters
gouth of VILLIFRS-FOSSARD - BRETEL, relief of N fomd "A" being completed
by 2130 hours, 116th Inf occupied, with one bn, the orehard south of
BOIS DE BRETEL. 175th Inf remained in active defense.

_ During the period 6 June to 30 June, the Div had advanced gbout
eighteen miles, being in constant contact with the enemy, and by
- midnight, June 30, was loecated in positions LA MONTERIE - LES BUTREAUX -
. Point 900 meters north LES MESNIL-ROUXELIN - LA FORGE - BRETEL - 1000
meters south BOIS DE BRETEL - LA GIFFARQCIERE and was in a favorable

position for an attack on ST LO. Morale of the individual soldier
. remained high throughout the period.
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